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to  pay  up 
on  pensions 

By  Robert  Miller  and  Philip  Webster 


pensfc 
ly  to  1 


THE  Ctty's  most  senior  watch- 
dog has  been  carpeted  over 
“foot^Jraggmg”  in  die  £4bil- 
Lion  personal  pensions  mis- 
seUing  scandal,  and  been  told 
by  a Treasury  minister  to 
make  rapid  and  decisive 
progress  towards  compensat- 
ing the  victims. 

At  ieast  -600,000  people  are 
still  awaiting  compensation, 
years  after  being  wrongly 
advised  to  exchange  generous 
occupational  pension  schemes 
for  expensive  personal  plans. 

Failure  to  deal  with  the 
problem  could  jeopardise  at- 
tempts to  privatise  the  state 
pension  scheme,  since  public 
confidence  in  insurance  and 
ions  companies  is  imfike- 
to  be  restored  until  all  the 
victims  are  identified  and 
paid.  And  as  the  Government 
was  announcing  its  Basic  Pen- 
sions Plus  proposals  an  Wed- 
nesday. Angela  Knight  sum- 
moned Sir  Andrew  Large; 
head  of  the  Securities  and 
Investments  Board,  to  the- 
Treasury  to  demand  action. 

Sir  Andrew  was  given  three 
weeks  to  “complete  a specific 
round  of  discussions  with  the 
firms  with  most  to  do".  Mrs 
Knight  said  last  night  “I  am 
looking  for  rapid  and  decisive 
results  from -the  pensions  in- 
dustry. Targets  will  be  setto. 
ensure  that  people  are  put 
right  Sir  Andrew  has  already 
said  that  there  can  be  no  more 
foot-dragging.  He  demands 
huge  progress  in  1997.  I will 
settle  for  nothing  less.” 

Sir  Andrew,  who  is  due  to 
stand  down  * from  his 
£303,00G-a-year  post  in  May, 
is  understood  to  have  felt  that, 
criticism  levelled  at  his  organ- 


Labour  at  54% 

Labour  has  moved  to  a 26- 
point  lead  over  the  Tories, 
according  to  a Gallup  survey 
in  today’s  Daily  Telegraph. 
The  poU  suggests  that  Laboor 
has  gained  five  points  over 
the  past  month  with  the 
Tories  slipping  by  six  points. 
Labour  is  on  54  per  cent  the 
Tories  on  28  per  cent  and  the 
Liberal  Democrats  on  125  per 
cent 


isation  was  unjustified.  But  he 
himself  conceded  in  Novem- 
ber that  the  initial  compensa- 
tion deadlines  had  been 
“missed  by  a mile”.  Of  the 
500,000  “most  urgent”  cases 
identified  since  the  review 
began  in  1994,  only  25,000 
have  been  completed  and  £50 
million  of  redress  offered. 

Many  are  nurses,  teachers, 
miners,  firefighters  and  police 
offioers  who  were  advised  to 
leave  their  occupational 
schemes  and  join  personal 
plans  with  high  set-up  and 
administrative  charges  and 
uncertain  final  payouts.  Some 
have  resorted  to  the  courts  for 
redress,  while  the  pension 
firms  have  been  told  that  they 
face  heavy  fines  or  expulsion 
from  the  industry  if  file  vic- 
tims are  not  paid  on  tune. 

The  Government's  pro- 
posed reforms  of  the  pension 
system  are  dependant  on  pub- 
lic trust  in  the  private  com- 
panies that  would  invest 
people’s  life  savings  and  min- 
isters are  anxious  that  the 
problems  that  arose  from  the 
persona]  pensions  revolution 


of  the  1980s  should  be 
resolved. 

Labour  raised  the  question 
of  trust  in  its  response  to  Peter 
Utley'S  announcement  on 
Wednesday,  and  today  Tony 
Blair  again  addresses  the  reg- 
ulatory problems  of  private 
provision  although,  writing  in 
The  Times,  he  adds:  "I  do  not 
believe  that  the  mis-selling 
and  high  oasts  that  so  many 
have  suffered  in  the  past  are  or 
were  inevitable.  They  came 
about  because  the  Govern- 
ment got  its  partnership  with 
the  private  sector  wrong." 

In  his  article,  Mr  Blair 
rejects  the  central  features  of 
the  proposed  reforms  and 
promises  to  keep  both  file  old- 
age  pension  and  the  state 
earnings-related  pension 
scheme  for  those  who  want  it 
Serps,  he  writes,  is  the  “bench- 
mark against  Which  individ- 
uals can  judge  whether 
personal  provision  is  best  for 
them". 

He  does,  however,  describe 
the  Government’s  plans  as 
“bold"  and  as  opening  up  the 
way  to  sensible  debate.  “There 
is  an  ageing  population  and 
unless  we  plan  for  that  chall- 
enge. it  could  create  a serious 
crisis  both  for  tomorrow’s 
elderly  and  their  children  and 
grandchildren." 

Mr  Blair’s  article  will  be 
seen  as  an  attempt  to  counter 
criticisms  yesterday  that  Lab- 
our spokesmen  had  given  a 
purely  knee-jerk  reaction  in 
dismissing  Mr  Lil  ley's  propos- 
als. Conservatives  have  been 
delighted  by  the  "negative" 
response. 

Tony  Blair,  page  18  j Douglas  Hogg  leaves  Downing  Street  yesterday  after  attending  a Cabinet  meeting 


Levitt.  44-year  career 

Press  award  for 
Bernard  Levin 

Bernard  Levin,  the  columnist 
for  The  Times,  won  the  Chair- 
man’s Award  at  the  British 
Press  Awards  for  1997  last 
night.  In  a career  of  44  years, 
Mr  Levin.  68.  has  written  for  a 

host  of  publications. 

Bernard  Levin  writes  in  the 
Magazine  tomorrow. 
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Gunman  takes  £700,000  Picasso 


By  Joanna  Bale 

A PAINTING  by  Picasso 
worth  E700,000  was  stolen 
from  a London  art  galleiy 
yesterday  by  a man  aimed 
with  a sawn-aff  shotgun.  He 
escaped  in  a taxi. 

The  oil  painting.  TSte  de 
Femme,  was  a 1939  portrait  of 
Picasso's  mistress,  Dora 
Maar,  and  was  for  sale  at  the 
Lefevre  Gallery  in  the  West 
End.  Its  insurers  have  offered 
a reward  of  up  to  £50.000  for 
information  leading  to  its 
netum. 

The  robber  walked  through 
an  open  door  into  the  gallery 
just  after  11am  with  a bag 
containing  the  shotgun  and 

asked  an  assistant  how  much 
the  painting  was  worth.  He 
told  her  that  he  had  a shotgun 
and  asked  her  to  take  it  off  the 
wall.  When  she  refused,  he 
grabbed  it  and  ran  outside  to  a 
taxi  which  he  had  paid  to  wait. 

The  driver  was  ordered  at 
to  take  him  to  Winv 
iwest  London. 


Jacqui  Cartwright,  the  gallery 
assistant,  said:  "He  came 
straight  to  my  desk  asking 
only  for  that  one  picture.  He 
looked  like  an  an  student  with 
long  hair  in  a ponytail.  He 
asked  the  price  of  rhe  painting 
and  1 answered  him. 

“Then  he  told  me  he  had  a 
shotgun  and  he  wanted  the 
picture.  I said  *1  beg  your 
pardon'.  He  said  ‘Get  it  off  the 
wall  for  me.’  and  1 said  I 


Detail  from  Tele  de  Femme 


couldn’t.  I told  him  to  get  it 
himself,  so  lie  did  and  then  he 
ran  out." 

.Another  assistant.  Camilla 
Bnis.  28.  told  how  she  had 
chased  the  man.  She  said:  “I 
fnrgni  he  had  a gun.  You  just 
think  'Hang  on.  you’re  steal- 
ing our  painting’.” 

The  gallery's  managing  di- 
rector. Martin  Summers,  said 
the  rubbery  took  35  seconds 
and  was  captured  on  security1 
video  cameras. 

He  added:  "Staff  were  alert- 
ed when  one  of  the  assistants 
rang  a panic  hunon.  They 
chased  him  outside  where  he 
dropped  the  shotgun  and 
threatened  two  people  hefore 
gening  into  the  taxi. 

”1  understand  that  on  the 
way.  he  stopped  at  a Halfords 
store  in  Banersea  as  he  said  he 
needed  to  make  an  urgent 
phone  call.  He  frogmarched 
the  taxi  driver  into  the  shop 
with  l he  gun  still  in  the  bag. 

"Staff  at  the  shop  said  that 
he  could  not  use  their  phone, 
so  the  man  returned  to  the  taxi 


and  was  dropped  off  at  an 
address  in  Wimbledon,  leav- 
ing behind  the  picture  frame." 

M r Summers  said  the  paint- 
ing. oil  an  plywood,  had  been 
previously  owned  by  the  Picas- 
so family. 

Mark  Dalrymple  of  Tyler 
Fine  Art  Loss  Adjusters,  repre- 
senting the  underwriters 
Hiscox  syndicates  at  Lloyd’s 
and  Nardstem  Art  Insurance, 
said:  “The  painting  will  never 
find  a buyer  at  a serious  price. 
Eventually  someone  will  be 
tempted  by  the  £50.000  re- 
ward we  are  offering." 

Speaking  outside  the  gal- 
lery, Detective  Inspector  Bob 
Davidge  said  that  Interpol 
had  been  alerted.  Officers 
were  examining  the  security 
camera  videotape. 

The  man  was  described  as 
being  in  his  early  30s.  5ft 
10  in.  of  slim  build,  with 
brown,  shoulder-length  hair 
in  a ponytail.  He  was  wearing 
brown,  tinted  glasses  and  a 
camouflage  jacket,  and  had  a 
London  accent. 


Human  clones 
‘in  two  years’ 

Human  dones  could  be  creat- 
ed in  less  than  two  years.  Ian 
Wilmut.  the  scientist  who 
created  Dolly,  the  cloned 
sheep,  told  a committee  of 
MPs.  He  said  researchers 
would  have  to  be  determined 
to  succeed  and  added  that 
such  work  should  be 
banned Page  5 

. Train  derailed 

Three  people  were  slightly 
injured  when  a passenger 
train  was  derailed  just  outside 
Newton  Abbot  station  in  Dew 
on.  Eight  carriages  of  the  1535 
Great  Western  service  from 
Paddington  to  Penzance  came 
off  the  track. 

Jagan  dies 

Cheddi  Jagan,  President  of 
Guyana,  died  of  heart  prob- 
lems in  hospital  in  Washing- 
ton at  78.  A Communist;  in 
1992  he  won  the  country’s  first 
democratic  elections  in  28 
years Pages  16. 23 


His  lordship  has  a day  dispensing  common  justice 


BY  Frances  Gibb 
legal  correspondent 

A BURGLAR  found  himself  before  rhe 
most  senior  judge  in  the  land  yesterday 
when  he  appeared  at  Uverpool  Crown 
Court  to  be  sentenced  for  his  repeated 
break-ins.  . . , 

Instead  of  the  usual  circuit  judge. 
Paul  Eaton  was  brought  before  Lord 
Bingham,  the  Utri  Chief  Justice  of 
England  and  Wales.  If  the  accused  had 
heard  that  foe  senior  judiciary  were 
soft  on  crime,  he  was  m for  a shock. 


Eaton,  37.  of  Edge  Hill,  who  pleaded 
guilty  to  three  burglaries  and  an 
attempted  burglary  Iasi  year  while  on 
bail,  had  been  told  by  his  lawyers  to 
expect  three  to  four  years.  Lord 
Bingham  sent  him  down  for  six  “The 
time  has  come  when  the  public  deserve 
a respite  from  your  continuing  • *1- 
fences,"  Eaton  was  told.  His  lawyers 
are  considering  an  appeal. 

Lord  Bingham's  day  at  the  coalface 
of  the  criminal  courts  continued  u irh- 
fining  a seasoned  shoplifter  in  his  ihk 
who  stole  a jar  of  coffee 


sentencing  a man  who  admitted 
threatening  behaviour  to  ISO  hours' 
community  service,  imposing  a 12- 
nionth  driving  hail  nn  a man  who 
admitted  dangerous  driving  and  steal- 
ing a car.  ns  well  us  giving  him  100 
hours'  community  service:  and  send- 
ing a 19-yea r-uld  who  admitted  two 
burglaries  to  one  year  in  a young 
offenders’  institution. 

A spokesman  for  Lord  Bingham  said 
the  bird  Chief  Justice  was  keen  to  see 
how  the  courts  operated  "on  the 
mound  :if  the  sharp  end  of  rhings.  and 


he  thought  the  best  way  to  do  that  was 
to  sit  there  himself".  Today  in 
Liverpool,  Lord  Bingham  will  consti- 
tute a rare  sitting  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal’s  criminal  division  outside 
London  — the  first  time  for  nearly  20 
years. 

If  successful,  the  move  could  lead  to 
regular  regional  sittings  of  foe  Court, 
with  big  savings  in  time  and  costs  for 
all  those  who  now  have  to  travel  to 
London.  Lord  Bingham  said:  "My  own 
preference  is  for  as  much  work  being 
done  in  regional  centres  as  possible.” 
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Hogg  denies 
meat  hygiene 
report  was 
suppressed 

By  Polly  Newton  and  Michael  Hornsby 


DOUGLAS  HOGG  moved 
yesterday  to  discredit  an  un- 
published and  damning  re- 
port on  the  British  meat  in- 
dustry fy  suggesting  that  five 
of  its  six  contributors  were 
unhappy  with  the  way  it  was 
written  by  its  editor. 

The  report,  produced  in 
December  1995,  described  rou- 
tine unhygienic  practices  in 
abattoirs  and  gave  a warning 
that  E.  coli  — the  bacterium 
that  recently  killed  20  people 
in  Scotland  — was  being 
brought  into  slaughterhouses 
via  contaminated  hides. 

According  to  its  editor.  Bill 
Swann  — a former  Official 
Veterinary  Surgeon  — it  was 
suppressed  because  ft  would 
have  caused  too  much  damage 
to  a meal  industry  already  jut 
hard  fay  the  BSE  crisis. 

In  a Commons  statement 
prompted  fay  die  leak  of  the 
report,  Mr  Hogg,  the  Agricul- 
ture Minister,  said  it  was  "a 
working  document"  foal  had 
not  been  shown  to  ministers. 
He  said  Mr  Swann  had  been 
asked  to  compile  the  report 
based  on  the  findings  of 
Hygiene  Advice  Teams  that 
visited  450  abattoirs  in  Eng- 
land, Wales  and  Scotland. 
Inspections  were  carried  out  at 
the  request  of  the  Meat  Hy- 
giene Service,  an  agency  of  foe 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fish- 
eries and  Food. 

Yesterday,  foe  ministry  in- 
sisted that  all  foe  report's 
recommendations  were  being 
implemented,  and  said  a 27- 
page  document,  which  it  re- 
leased, had  been  made  avail- 
able in  August  to  farmers  and 
meat  industry  representatives. 

Mr  Hogg  said:  “Mr 
Swann's  first  draft  was  re- 
garded as  rather  unsatisfac- 
tory, and  not  fully  reflecting 
the  views  of  others  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  review.  Mr 
Swann  was  asked  to  recast  his 
contribution,  but  was  not  will- 
ing to  do  so.” 


Mr  Hogg  denied  that  foe 
report  had  beat  suppressed. 
He  said  a revised  version  had 
been  circulated  within  the 
industiy.  He  told  MPS  that  foe 
review  of  abattoirs  that  led  to 
file  report  was  referred  to  in 
foe  Meat  Hygiene  Service’s 
annual  report,  published  last 
summer.  Any  MP  who  was 
interested  could  have  re- 
quested a copy  of  foe  Hygiene 
Advice  Team’s  revised  report, 
which  did  not  contain  a specif- 
ic warning  about  E.  coli. 

Mr  Swann,  a member  of  the 
Hygiene  Advice  Team  as  weD 
as  foe  report  editor,  said:  “I 
totally  refute  the  statement 
made  by  Mr  Hogg  that  the 
other  members  of  foe  editorial 
group  did  not  agree  the  draft 
of  this  report" 

He  referred  to  the  document 
the  ministry  produced  yester- 
day, saying  it  appeared  to 
"bear  little  resemblance"  to 
the  draft  of  more  than  50 
pages  with  81  recommenda- 
tions which  he  had  last  seen  in 
December  1995. 

At  a ministry  press  confer- 
Contmucd  on  page  2,  col  5 

Leading  article,  page  21 
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mirs  a damning  report 
—•  I think  rm  going  to 
have  to  suppress  ir 
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Bluster-bomb 
stuns  beastly 
foe  — for  now 


MATTHEW  FARRIS 


POLITICAL  SKETCH 


ITS  not  that  Labour's  argu- 
ments are  stronger  than  the 
Tories'.  It  is  more  that 
creeping  feeling  that  noth- 
ing is  to  any  avaiL  Over  tea 
after  PM's  Questions  yester- 
day I discussed  with  a 
former  sketchwriter,  An- 
drew Rawnsley.  his  reverie 
in  which  Mr  Major  is  play- 
ing a children's  computer 
game.  An  army  of  grotesque 
red  cyber-beasties  is  advanc- 
ing towards  the  Top'  player, 
munching  their  way 
through  walls,  parachuting 
from  the  air  and  hang- 
gliding from  cliffs. 

For  the  Major  player 
there  are  means  of  counter- 
attack — exploding  tax- 
bombshells.  whammies, 
double-whammies  and  kill- 
er-rebuttals — but  these  arc 
in  limited  supply.  Time.  too. 
is  running  out.  And  still  the 
Blairile  cyber-beasties  ad- 
vance. Munch-munch- 
munch  — here  they  come. 
They  are  through  the 
battlments  and  waiting  to 
storm  the  fortress. 

Munch-munch  ...  the 
beastie  onslaught  went  into 
overdrive  at  PM's  Questions 
yesterday  afternoon.  The 
cyber-assailants  ambushed 
John  Major  over  E.coli  and 
a review  of  hygiene  in 
slaughterhouses.  Beastie 
Leader.  Tony  Blair,  let  fly  a 
string  of  missiles  concern- 
ing documents,  civil  ser- 
vants and  recommend- 
ations. Whether  there  was 
anything  rn  these  missiles 
was  unclear,  but  Mr  Blair 
munched  his  way  forward 
with  such  confidence  that 
the  effect  was  to  beleaguer 
the  Prime  Minister. 

John  Major  appears  to 
have  become  a Buddhist  In 
recent  days  he  has  faced 
attack  with  a Zen-like  de- 
tachment reciting  his  re- 
sponses in  a kind  of  trance, 
relaxed  as  you  please.  It 
would  not  have  been  out  of 
place  if  someone  were  to 
have  lit  a jossstick,  or 
tinkled  a little  beil.  in  the 
breaks  during  his  increas- 
ingly prolix  replies.  By  the 
of  PM's  Questions.  Ma- 


end 


jars  nerve  remained  steady, 
but  the  cyber-beasties  and 
their  Leader  were  swarming 
closer. 

Next  on  our  screen  came  a 
new  game  Hunt  the  Hogg. 
In  this  game  the  beasties  tty 
to  torment  and  ridicule  a 
Tory  dwarf-warrior.  Yester- 
day’s game  involved  the 
Hogg  trying  to  climb  out  of 
a hole  dug  for  him  by  Meat 
Hygiene  Service  cyber- 
slaves, while  everyone  else 
tries  to  push  him  back.  He 
held  his  own. 

Munch-munch-munch. 
On  the  beasties  marched. 
And  then  — a shock.  An 
unexpected  reverse  for  the 
besieging  army!  The  Tories 
fielded  their  reserve  cyber- 
weapon:  the  Heseltine  blus- 
ter-bomb. A debate  on 
public  expenditure  was 
opened  by  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister. 

Seldom  in  recent  months 
has  this  weapon  been  de- 
ployed to  such  good  effect 
In  a series  of  small  explo- 
sions and  an  impressive 
fireworks  display,  the 
beasties  were  subjected  to  a 
withering  assault  In  one 
dramatic  engagement  the 
Heseltine  took  out  the  cyber- 
invaders’  deputy-super- 
monster. John  Prescott  with 
a salvo  of  killer-quotes  from 
the  monster's  recent  excur- 
sion to  the  Wirral.  The 
monster’s  eyes  rolled.  He 
was  temporarily  disabled. 

It  was  a sweet  moment  for 
the  Heseltine  bluster-bomb. 
Blue  eyes  blaring  and  mane 
(slightly  thinning)  swept 
back,  the  blond  bombshell 
gripped  the  dispatch  box 
and  chuckled  as  Labour's 
deputy-super-monster 
reeled.  But  behind  the  tri- 
umph. I could  see  fear  in  the 
Heseltine’s  eyes.  Any  day 
now.  as.  revelling  in  his  old 
skills,  he  hits  the  controls,  a 
message  will  flash  on  to  the 
screen:  “Game  Over". 

He  fumbles  for  loose 
change  for  yet  another  game 
— one  last  game,  please 
God.-  But  his  pockets  are 
empty.  Munch-munch- 
munch  ...  on  they  come. 


The  Times  is  Britain’s  most  successful  newspaper^ 

Over  the  past  four  years  it  has  continually  set  new  records 


■ Sales  have  more  than  doubled  - up  from 
354,000  to  767,000  last  month,  an  11  per  cent 
year-on-year  increase  of  almost  80,000,  the 
highest  achieved  by  arry  quality  dally  newspaper. 

■ The  Tones  now  has  more  than  1,800,000 

readers  a day  - up  14  per  cent  on  die  same 
period  a year  ago,  the  highest  increase  of 
any  national  newspaper.  ^ 

■ Young,  affluent  readers  enjoy  ^ e**  . -i 

The  Times:  almost  *0**?-:  • - 

a million  are  _ ^tf :'.r  A—.- 
under 45 


_ Why  are  they  turning  to  The  Times ? 
Because  they  enjoy  the  finest  writers  - 
Matthew  Parris,  Simon  Jenkins,  William  Rees- 
Mogg,  Anatole  Kaletsky,  Libby  Purves,  Melvyn 
Bragg,  Lynne  Truss,  Alan  Coren, 

Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford  _ wu»  ^ 
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Setting  the  agenda 

Aff  this  week  Westminster  has. been  convulsed' 
by  the  McAlpine  memoirs  iir  The  Tunes, 
the  paper  that  sets  the  political agemfct 
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Steps  to  improve  meat  hygiene  ‘inadequate9 

Children  sue 
ministers 
over  E coli 


PAULCOUSANS 


By  Polly  Newton,  political  reporter 


SEVEN  children  who  were 
struck  down  by  E.  coli  infec- 
rion  last  year  have  been  grant- 
ed legal  aid  to  sue  the  Govern- 
ment for  failing  to  minimise 
public  risk  from  ihe  bacteria. 

Their  lawyers  argue  that 
ministers  ar  the  Department 
of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture.  Fisheries  and 
Food  must  have  known  of  the 
increasing  threat  posed  by  E. 
coli  but  did  not  take  adequate 
steps  to  improve  meat  hygiene 
or  food  labelling. 

Between  10  "and  15  more 
cases  are  being  submitted  to 
the  Legal  Aid  Board  for  con- 
sideration over  the  next  week 
by  the  solicitors  acting  for  the 
group,  Howe  and  Co.  of  Lon- 
don. Lucy  Kennedy,  of  Howe, 
said  yesterday  that  they  would 
be  seeking  E10.000  for  the  pain 
and  suffering  caused  to  the 
children,  with  the  possibility 
of  a further  claim  in  the  future 
for  any  child  who  fell  ill  again 
as  a result  of  being  infected 
with  £ coli. 

The  bacteria  can  cause  long- 
term damage  to  the  kidneys, 
and  Ms  Kennedy  said  a 
kidney  transplant  for  any  of 
the  children  would  prompt  a 
claim  for  between  £80,000  and 
ElOO.aX).  “These  children  will 
not  be  able  to  get  medical 
insurance  now.  These  parents 
are  being  told  there  is  a good 


chance  their  child  will  require 
aggressive  medical  treatment, 
or  they  might  need  ‘to  have 
private  medical  care  overseas, 
and  they  cannot  get  insurance. 

“They  are  absolutely  frantic 
about  iL  They  cannot  do  any- 
thing to  protect  themselves.” 

Among  the  children  who 
have  been  granted  legal  aid  to 
sue  are  Katie  Thomas.  7.  and 
her  sister  Rachel.  4.  who 
became  seriously  ill  after 
being  infected  with  E.coli  last 
September.  Rachel  spent  near- 
ly two  weeks  in  Alderhey 
Children’s  Hospital,  Liver- 
pool. where  she  was  on  a 
kidney  dialysis  machine  and 
underwent  two  blood  transfu- 
sions. Katie  spent  ten  days  in 
the  hospital. 

Their  parents.  Gary  Thom- 
as, 43,  a Customs  and  Excise 
officer,  and  his  wife,  Chris, 
believe  Katie  contracted  the 
infection  from  a McDonald's 
hamburger  and  then  passed  it 
on  to  Rachel.  One  of  the  other 
cases  granted  legal  aid.  involv- 
ing a girl  from  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne  . is  also  alleged  to 
stem  from  a McDonald's  bur- 
ger. McDonald's  will  be 
named  in  the  action. 

The  other  legal  aid  cases 
involve  two  children  from 
each  of  wo  families  who  held 
barbecues  in  the  Stoke-on- 
Trent  area  last  summer. 


More  is  less 


Compaq  Deskpro  2000  5133  M1620 
Intel  Pentium*  133-MHz  processor 
1.6GB  hard  drive 
16-MB  memory,  256KB  cache 
Compaq  140  I4~SVGA  monitor. 


All  Dcskprn  PCs  have  huge  price  reductions 
oi  up  to  24“ ■>.  What's  more,  until  the  end  of  April 
our  special  promotion  prices  mean  vou  will  pav  even 
less  lor  a Deskpru  2000  with  a Compaq  140  or  V50 
monitor.  This  means  rf  vou’re  a growing  business 
your  budgets  will  nmv  stretch  to  faster  processors 
and  larger  hard  drives. 

OFFER  ENDS 
30TH  APRIL 


Not  to  mention  even  lower  long  term  costs 
of  PC  ownership.  All  this  comes  from 
the  number  one  brand  in  the  UK  for 
deskbased  PCs*  To  take  advantage 
of  this  filler  contact  vour  reseller 
or  for  promotion  details  call  us 
between  S.30am  and  Spin  !9am-5pm  at  weekends). 


gentium1 


Tel:  0990  50  00  20 


SPPI7 


COMPAQ  COSTS  YOU  I.LSS  THAN  CHEAPER  COMPUTERS 


COMPAQ. 


I-Jtf,.,  cl,. I uhil 
i-  qu-iiot  n-fcri  I,,  -.pi  Tilk-jutm 


I,  -t.-p.-L-  I*,,  ji  participating,  n j-lfc-r-  Pn.i,  qui.-i.-d  an-  C. jirvio.  Actual  -a\uvjt  nvic  vai\.  Rhulivi, jpli  IV  TW-niWf, 

onlt  IV  liu-.-l  In -Mi  kgn  an.  I Pentium  oiv  n«Nanl  irjii-nuri.-.  .4  lnlil  *.  nr}w.r,iir-n  *Si4jru  Mjrl.-i  Re-.arih  S-.tvs  I DC 


VI. 


became  seriously  m after  being  infected  last  year 

Meat  report 


Continued  from  page  1 

ence  yesterday.  Peter  Soul, 
head  of  operations  at  the  Meat 
Hygiene  Service  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  report's  editorial 
board,  backed  Mr  Hogg,  say- 
ing board  members  felt  Mr 
Swann’s  draft  “did  not  present 
a balanced  view". 

Two  oiher  team  members 
last  night  reFused  to  say 
whether  they  backed  Mr 
Swann,  and  rwo  others  were 
unavailable. 

John  Major  was  drawn  into 
the  row  at  Prime  Minister’s 
question  time  when  Tony 
Blair  asked:  "Why  was  this 
report  not  published  on 
March  31.  Idotf.  as  Mr  Swann 
was  told  that  it  would  be.  and 
why  did  ministers  not  see  this 
report  and  act  upon  it?" 


Mr  Major  insisted:  “There 
is  no  question  of  the  report 
being  suppressed.  It  was  a 
report  produced  by  officials,  it 
was  drawn  up  by  the  Meat 
Hygiene  Service.  It  was  very 
widely  circulated." 

In  another  development. 
Professor  Sir  Hugh  Penning- 
ton. chairman  of  the  expert 
group  looking  into  last  year's 
Lanarkshire  £.  coli  outbreak 
in  which  IS  people  died,  ex- 
pressed anger  that  he  had  not 
been  fold  about  the  report.  He 
said  failure  to  alert  his  group 
to  its  existence  could  delay  the 
publication  of  its  report,  due 
out  this  month. 

Mr  Blair  will  today  make  a 
manifesto  pledge  to  create  an 
independent  Food  Standards 
Agency  to  protect  consumers. 


Vicar  apologises  for 
‘racist’  editorial 


By  Tim  Jones 


AN  ANGLICAN  vicar  has 
been  forced  to  palp  an  entire 
issue  of  his  parish  magazine 
after  he  was  reprimanded  for 
using  the  publication  to  ex- 
press his  views  on  Europe. 

The  Rev  Philip  Foster  will 
apologise  from  his  pulpit  on 
Sunday.  Mr  Foster,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Referendum  Party, 
had  expressed  fears  in  an 
editorial  that  Britain  could 
be  become  part  of  a so-called 
Fourth  Reich,  swallowed  up 
by  the  “financially  and  indus- 
trially strong  German  na- 
tion”. The  front  cover 
featured  a picture  of  Helmut 
Kobl.  the  German  Chancel- 
lor. with  the  question:  “Is 
God  Warning  Lis?" 

He  was  ordered  to  pulp  800 
issues  of  his  magazine 
because  of  concerns  that  his 
views  amounted  to  racism. 
His  opinions,  published  in 
the  newsletter  he  produces 
from  St  Matthew’s  Church. 
Cambridge,  were  criticised 
by  his  superiors  in  the  Ely 
diocese  who  warned  him  he 


was  abusing  his  position  as 
editor. 

Yesterday.  Mr  Foster,  48. 
said:  “I  used  the  magazine  to 
come  out  under  the  flag  of  the 
Referendum  Party  and  that 
was  wrong.  I shall  be  admit- 
ting my  mistake  from  the 
pulpit  on  Sunday." 

Mr  Foster,  who  has 
adorned  bis  vicarage  with 
Referendum  Party  posters, 
said:  “Because  of  my  person- 
al concerns  about  the  referen- 
dum question  I decided  to 
make  the  magazine  focus  on 
the  issue  of  Europe.  As  1 am 
the  editor  1 pul  forward  my 
personal  opinion.  1 recognise 
it  was  the  wrong  thing  to  have 
done  and  1 have  said  it  to  the 
Church." 

He  added:  “What  I did  was 
on  my  own  initiative  and  not 
at  the  instigation  of  the  Refer- 
endum Party. 

“I  can  sec  how  it  could  be 
interpreted  as  racist  but  that 
was  not  my  intention  and  I 
meant  no  offence  to  the 
German  people." 


I 
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Council  leaders  quit 
over  expenses  claims 

The  two  leading  members  of  Labour-controlled  Doncaster 
council  resigned  yesterday  after  the  district  auditor 
reported  that  members  had  wrongly  claimed  expenses  for 
foreign  trips  and  entertaining.  Peter  Walsh,  leader  for 
three  years  and  a councillor  for  15,  said  he  stepped  down 
because  “speculation  and  conjecture  following  the  publica- 
tion of  the  report  has  caused  distress  both  to  me  and  my 
family".  Ray  StockbUL  his  deputy  for  the  past  two  years  and 
a councillor  since  1980,  said  bis  dose  association  with  the 
leader  made  him  feel  he  should  also  stand  down. 

New  trial  for  footballers 

Three  football  stars  voiced  their  disappointment  yesterday 
after  being  told  fay  the  Crown  Prosecution  Service  that  they 
face  a new  trial  on  match-rigging  charges  after  a jury  at 
Winchester  Crown  Court  (ailed  to  reach  a verdict  No  dale 
has  been  fixed  for  the  retrial  of  Bruce  Grobbelaar.  Hans 
Segers  and  John  Fashanu  as  writ  as  Heng  Suan  Iim.  a 
Malaysian  businessman. 

Council  workers  on  strike 

Twenty  thousand  council  workers  staged  a one-day  strike 
yesterday  as  Scottish  councils  met  to  fix  budgets  for  next 
year.  Average  tax  increases  of  13  per  cent  were  expected 
across  the  country's  32  councils.  The  stoppage  by  members 
of  the  Unison  union,  which  drums  that  10.000  jobs  are  at 
risk,  affected  Edinburgh,  Glasgow  and  Midlothian. 

Sex  and  drugs  teacher  jailed 

A teacher  who  supplied  drags  to  three  schoolgirls  of  15  and 
had  sex  with  two  of  them  was  jailed  for  two  years  yesterday. 
Stephen  Carberry,  38.  befriended  the  girls  on  a school  trip 
to  Holland.  He  appeared  at  Kircudbright  Sheriff  Coort 
after  having  admitted  charges  of  supplying  cannabis  resin 
and  of  having  unlawful  sex  with  two  of  the  girls. 

MoD  ‘needs  new  big  planes’ 

The  Ministry  of  Defence  is  too  dependent  on  chartering 
ageing  Russian  and  Ukrainian  transport  planes  for 
ferrying  British  troops  and  equipment  to  emergent 
military  operations,  the  Commons  Defence  Committee 
said  yesterday.  The  committee  urged  the  Government  to 
rejoin  Europe's  Future  Large  Aircraft  programme. 

Dog  handler  wins  race  case 

The  first  black  dog  handler  in  the  Prison  Service  has  been 
awarded  £192*00  for  racial  discrimination  over  his 
treatment  at  Wormwood  Scrubs  prison.  After  a ten-day 
hearing  a north  London  industrial  tribunal  ruled  that 
Philip  Ballantyne  had  been  unjustifiably  disciplined  and 
taken  off  the  dog  section  for  a year. 

Row  over  ‘sectarian’  minister 

The  political  future  of  Baroness  Denton,  the  Employment 
Equality  Minister  in  Northern  Ireland,  was  in  doubt  last 
night  after  revelations  that  she  tolerated  sectarianism 
within  her  department  She  organised  the  transfer  of  a 
Catholic  secretary,  the  victim  of  harassment  by  a more 
senior  Protestant  contrary  to  law  in  the  Province. 
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Many  white  goods  have  not  made  light  work  for  women 


Bv  Nigel  Hawkes 
SCIENCE  EDITOR 

FAR  from  liberating  women.  labour- 
saving  devices  have  left  them  spend- 
ing just  as  many  hours  in  die  kitchen 

as  their  mothers  or  grandmothers 

did. 

When  the  automatic  washing 
machine,  the  dishwasher  and  the 
microwave  ovei  arrived  in  the 
1960s,  70s  and  80s,  many  believed 
that  women  were  on  the  verge  of  a 
domestic  revolution,  Catherine  Cro- 
nin, a university  researcher,  said. 
“But  despite  this  great  boom  in 
domestic  technology,  the  hours  that 
women  spend  on  domestic  work 
haven't  changed  appreciably,"  she 
says.  “The  kitchen  is  on  the  go  all 
day:  it’s  constant,  repetitive  work." 


Ms  Cronin  will  tell  the  Edinburgh 
Science  Festival  later  this  month  in  a 
talk  entitled  “So  who’s  doing  the 
washing  up  now?"  that  not  only 
have  “white  goods"  not  reduced 
women's  working  hours,  but  they 
have  also  given  men  a new  excuse 
for  shirking  their  share  of  die 
chores. 

She  says  that  as  more  and  more 
women  took  on  full-time  jobs,  reluc- 
tant men  had  begun  to  take  a small 
share  of  household  responsibilities. 
The  most  common  chore  was  wash- 
ing die  dishes.  But  now  men  know 
their  home  has  a dishwasher  they 
are  likely  to  presume  their  help  isn’t 
needed  and  simply  leave  the  dirty 
dishes  lying  on  the  table. 

Ms  Cronin,  27,  who  has  a degree 
in  mechanical  engineering  and  an 


MA  in  women’s  studies,  does  re- 
search at  Stirling  and  Heriot-Watt 
universities,  and  lectures  Open 
University  students.  She  says  that 
changing  standards  in  society  have 
added  to  women’s  work. 

“In  days  gone  by  clothes  were  only 
washed  and  kitchen  work-surfaces 
scrubbed  when  they  looked  physi- 
cally dirty.  But  today  when  we  have 
washing  machines  that  feature  pre- 
washes  and  programmes  for  condi- 
tioning clothes  and  adding  sweet- 
smelting  powders  we  feel  under 
pressure  to  wash  our  clothes  every 
time  we  wear  them. 

“Men  are  as  bad.  if  nor  worse  than 
women,  for  demanding  that  their 
dothes  look  crisp  and  fresh,  so  they 
throw  everything  into  the  laundry 
basket  which  their  partner  then 


normally  washes,  irons,  then  puts 
away.  Microwaves,  too,  are  a prob- 
lem even  though  they  were  designed 
to  save  time,  because  now  most  men 
see  them  as  taking  ail  the  workout  of 
cooking,  and  so  sir  back  while  their 
wife  heals  up  a meal  that  may  still 
have  taken  a long  time  to  prepare.” 

Designers  of  machines — who  are 
overwhelmingly  men  — bear  some 
of  the  responsibility,  she  says.  They 
tend  to  go  an  adding  features  to 
machines,  rather  than  designing 
them  to  make  the  work  easier.  “We 
need  more  female  designers,  or 
more  male  designers  who  do  some  of 
the  work  in  the  house  themselves, 
and  understand  it,"  Mis  Cronin  said. 

“Domestic  appliances  have  taken 
the  labour  out  of  many  household 
tasks  but  they  have  not  reduced  the 


time  women  spend  on  them.  They 
have  also  added  to  the  divisions  of 
what  is  classed  as  ‘men's  work*  and 
what  is  ‘women’s  work'. 

“Where  once  men  may  have 
appreciated  that  scrubbing  dishes  in 
a basin  was  hard  work  and  offered 
to  help,  they  don’t  think  about  the 
amount  of  time  it  takes  to  dear  the 
table  and  load  the  dishwasher; 
collect  the  dirty  clothes  and  divide 
than  into  colours,  whites,  and 
woollens,  hang  the  dothes  up.  iron 
them  and  so  on. 

“ Domestic  work  may  not  be  quite 
as  rigorous  thanks  to  the  new 
appliances,  tail  it  is  just  as  time- 
ransoming  because  there  is  more  of 
it  to  do.  thanks  to  the  new  demand 

the  machines  have 


Women  today  are  just  as  1 

kitchen  as  were  housewives 


Tuddy  duddy’ 
Mothers’  Union 
seeks  new  name 


By  Emma  Wilkins 

THE  Mothers'  Union  is  con- 
sidering changing  its  name 
after  a survey  of  members 
described  the  organisation  as 
"faddy  duddy",  “holier  than 
thousand  over  concerned  with 
“tea-making  and  trivia" 

The  union,  a cornerstone  of 
the  Anglican  Church  since  its 
foundation  in  1876,  has  seen 
membership  fall  in  Britain  by 
100,000  over  the  past  ten  years 
to  just  140,000  members.  The 
survey,  carried  out  by  NOP. 
found  many  members  felt  the 
organisation  was  “too  cliquey" 
and  “almost  tike  a secret 
society".  Special  derision  was 
reserved  for  the  name  “Moth- 
ers’ Union",  which  members 
felt  was  inaccurate  and 
anachronistic. 

The  harsh  judgements, 
which  were  disclosed  just  days 
before  Mothering  Sunday, 
were  presented  to  members  in 
the  union’s  magazine.  Home 
& Family. 

Magaret  Duggan,  the  mag- 
azine’s editor,  writes  in  the 
spring  edition:  “The  research 
painted  a bleak  picture  of 
ageing-  membership,  lade  of 
dynamic  leadership;  a resis- 
tance to  change,  loss  of  practi- 
cal value  and  prestige  aruFaii 
organisation  out  of  step  with. 
todays,  environment  land  the 
changing  role  of  women-" 

Many  members  felt  the  age 
of  members  was  too  high.  Mrs 
Duggan  added:  “The  general 
image  of  live  Mothers’  Union 
is  of  an  elderly  organisation. 


Lady  Eames:  taking 
the  survey  seriously 

so  cliquish  as  to  be  regarded 
almost  as  a secret  society  and 
of  no  relevance  to  younger 
women." 

Lady  Eames,  worldwide 
president  of  the  Mothers’ 
Union,  said  the  trustees  were 
taking  the  findings  of  the 
survey  “very  seriously  in- 
deed". While  acknowledging 
that  the  membership  had  de- 
clined in  Britain.  Lady  Eames 
pointed  out  thar  overseas  in-, 
terest  is  strong. -with  750,000 
members  worldwide. 

“There  is  enormous  enthusi- 
asm for  the  Mothers’  Union  in 
other-parts  of  the  world.  What 
we  are  finding  in  the  UK  is 
reflected  right  across  the 
board  among  all  women’s 
organisations.  There  are  now 
so  many  things  competing  for 
women’s  time  and  interest  and 


commitment  that  I think  they 
are  being  very  selective  about 
the  organisations  they  are 
willing  to  join  or  be  identified 
with." 

Lady  Eames  said  it  was 
“very  possible”  the  name 
“Mothers'  Union"  would  be 
reconsidered.  "The  Mothers’ 
Union  is  very  proud  of  its  past 
but  for  the  first  time,  the  signs 
are  there  is  a leaning  towards 
a change  of  name."  said  Lady 
Eames,  whose  husband  is  the 
Archbishop  of  Armagh. 

The  Mothers’  Union,  which 
is  one  of  the  world's  largest 
Christian  organisations,  has 
always  regarded  itself  as  a 
defender  of  the  sanctity  of 
marriage.  Divorced  women 
were  not  allowed  to  join  the 
Moihers*  Union  until  a 
change  of  rules  in  1973. 

In  1974a  new  Royal  Charter 
for  the  organisation  was 
granted'  that  allowed  anyone 
baptised  to  be  a member, 
including  unmarried  mothers 
and  men.  In  1993,  the  Moth- 
ers* Union  opened  a branch  in 
Holloway  Prison.  Nine 
women  prisoners  with  babies 
promised  to  uphold  the 
organisations^  aims,  includ- 
ing a commitment  to  bringing 
up  children  in  the  life  of  the 
Church. 

There  are  5358  Mothers' 
Union  branches  in  Anglican 
parishes  in  Britain  and  the 
organisation  works  in  150 
Anglican  dioceses  in  other 
countries.  At  midday  each  day 
members  are  expected  to  join 
together  in  prayer. 


Toni  Bradley  describes  the  compliments  she  received  on  her  first  day  bade 


Teacher 
returns 
to  class 
as  woman 

By  David  Charter 

A SEX  change  science  teach- 
er who  took  his  last  dass  as  a 
man  on  Valentine's  Day  won 
compliments  on  her  return 
to  school  yesterday  wearing 
black  tights,  a long  wig  and 
and  short  Mack  skirt 
Toni  Bradley,  who  teaches 
biology,  chemistry  and  phys- 
ics at  St  Peter’s  Church  of 
England  School  In  Exeter, 
said  she  enjoyed  her  first  da; 
back  despite  die  occasions 
gibe  by  pupils. 

A dozen  parents  wrote  to 
the  school  expressing  con- 
cerns when  the  former  Tony 
Bradley  announced  his  inten- 
tion last  month  to  become  Ms 
Bradley.  But  they  were  out- 
numbered threc-to-one  by  let- 
ters of  support  and  a petition. 

“It  has  been  a very  good  a 
snccesfhl  day,"  said  die  37- 
year-old  at  die  end  of  the 
school  day.  “Everyone  has 
been  very  kind. 

“I  have  had  many  compli- 
ments about  the  way  I look 
There  have  been  a few  com- 
ments but  teachers  do  get 
barracked  every  now  and 
again.  I ignore'  it  and  give  it 
die  contempt  it  deserves." 

Ms  Bradley  said  her  major 
concern  in  dass  was  in  con- 
trolling her  voice,  which  tend- 
ed to  deepen  if  she  had  to 
shout  at  rowdy  pupils. 

Mark  Perry,  the  head 
teacher,  wrote  to  parents  that 
Ms  Bradley  had  been  diag- 
nosed as  haring  gender  iden- 
tity disorder,  and  should  be 
treated  as  a woman.  Her 
complete  transformation 
could  take  18  months. 


Gabrielle  called  in  murder  trial 


THE  pop  singer  Gabrielle 
yesterday  told  a court  that  her 
former  lover — who  is  accused 
of  murdering  bis  stepfather  — 
was  a kind  and  considerate 
perron.  Gabrielle,  real  name. 
Louise  Bobb,  was  giving  evi- 
dence for  the  prosecution  on 
the  third  day  of  die  trial  at 
Nottingham  Crown  Court. 

The  prosecution  allege  her 
former  boyfriend  Anthony 
Antoni ou,  fold  another  man, 
Timothy  Redhead,  killed  Wal- 
ter McCarthy,  59,  and 
dumped  his  headless  body  at  a 
beauty  spot  off  the  A57  in  tire 
peak  District.  The  head  was 
discovered.  In  woodland  in 
Bedfordshire. 

Gabrielle,  who  has  a son  by 
Mr  Antoniou,  arrived  at  court 
by  taxi  and  smiled  briefly  at 
the  diild’S  father  as  she  took 
the  stand.  She  told  the  court 
that  he  was  not  an  aggressive 
person  and  had  treated  her 
welL  She  said  her  relationship 
with  Mr  Antoniou  had  begun 


Gabrielle:  said  that  her 
former  lover  was  kind 

on  a business  footing  but  they 
had  later  became  lovers.  “He 
was  a kind  and  considerate 
man  who  would  spoil  me 
rotten,"  she  said. 

Mr  Antoniou,  a Greek  Cyp- 
riot, began  seeing  Gabrielle  in 


1992.  the  court  has  been  told.  It 
is  alleged  that,  after  the  kill- 
ing. he  turned  up  at  her  flat  in 
Lewisham,  south  London,“oui 
of  the  blue”.  While  staying 
there,  he  is  said  to  have  set  fire 
to  his  Nissan  turbo  car.  which 
was  allegedly  used  in  the 
murder. 

The  prosecution  has 
claimed  that  Mr  McCarthy, 
who  married  Antoniou's 
mother  Aphrodite  in  1979.  was 
probably  attacked  from  be- 
hind as  he  sat  in  the  front  seat 
of  the  car. 

Mr  Antoniou  has  told  police 
that  Mr  McCarthy  boasred  of 
being  unfaithful  to  his  step- 
son’s mother,  and  said  that  he 
had  abused  children. 

The  jury  of  five  women  and 
seven  men  listened  for  almost 
an  hour  as  Dr  Clive  Bouch.  a 
Home  Office  pathologist,  list- 
ed almost  60  injuries  to  the 
body  — including  52  stab 
wounds.  He  said  several  «»f 
these  had  cut  through  bone 


and  major  internal  organs, 
and  one  had  virtually  severed 
a hand.  The  beheading  was 
the  result  of  several  blows 
from  a weapon.  Under  cross 
examination  from  James 
Hum.  QC.  defending  Mr 
Antoniou.  Dr  Bouch  said  the 
decapitation  had  probably 
occurred  after  death,  or  “dur- 
ing the  process  of  dying". 

Gabrielle  said  that,  al- 
though Mr  Antoniou  had 
attended  the  birth  of  their  son 
in  April  1995.  their  relation- 
ship by  then  had  ended. 

She  said  she  was  aware  that 
on  Mr  McCarthy  had  been 
found  dead  eight  months  later 
on  December  23.  and  she  had 
seen  a picture  of  Mr  Antoniou, 
whom  she  had  last  seen  at  the 
birth,  on  the  television  news. 

Mr  Antoniou.  .to.  from  Par- 
sons Cross.  Sheffield,  and  Mr 
Redhead.  29,  from 
Wnodhouse.  Sheffield,  deny 
murder.  The  trial  continues 
hxJaj . 


Hats  off  to  jobless  secretary 
who  was  inspired  by  Thatcher 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 

AN  UNEMPLOYED  secre- 
tary who  took  Margaret 
Thatcher’s  advice  and  set  up 
her  own  business  has  won  her 
fight  against  officials  who 
tried  to  close  her  down. 

In  1986,  June  Jordinson 
used  her  El. 000  savings  and 
secured  E40  a week  from  the 
Government’s  Enterprise  Al- 
lowance Scheme  to  set  up  a 
hat  hire  service  from  her  home 
in  Darlington,  Co  Durham. 
The  business  blossomed,  until 
a complaint  from  a neighbour 
to  the  town’s  planning  depart- 
ment. 

Darlington  council  ordered 
Mrs  Jordinson.  62.  to  apply 
for  retrospective  planning  per- 
mission and  then  turned  down 
her  application  in  spite  of  a 
200-signature  petition  from 
other  neighbours  and  custom- 


ers. The  planners  followed  up 
with  an  order  to  cease  trading. 

Yesterday  she  learnt  that 
her  appeal,  which  she  con- 
ducted herself  before  a De- 
partment of  Environment 
inspector,  had  been  successful. 
“I  am  absolutely  delighted,  not 
just  for  me  but  for  all  the 
wonderful  customers  who 
wrote  in  supporting  me.  Jus- 
tice has  prevailed,"  she  said. 

“I  want  to  cany  on  the 
business  until  1 am  65  and  my 
pension  and  life  policies  come 
into  force,  and  I will  retire  to 
the  seaside.  If  I had  been 
forced  to  stop  now  I would  be 
unemployed  again  and  it 
would  ruin  all  my  retirement 
plans- 

“The  business  does  not  earn 
a great  deal.  It  keeps  me 
ticking  over  but  I couldn’t 
afford  to  open  up  a shop.  I 
thought  I had  done  everything 


by  the  book  when  setting  up. 
This  all  started  because  of  a 
single  complaint  that  visitors 
caused  traffic  problems,  but 
that  just  isn’t  the  case.  There  is 
only  one  visitor  at  a time,  as 
everyone  is  given  a one-hour 
appointment" 

Mrs  Jordinson.  a divorcee, 
was  made  redundant  in  1986. 
“I  got  the  idea  of  a hat 
business  after  hiring  one  for 
my  daughter’s  wedding.  It 
was  a time  when  Margaret 
Thatcher  was  encouraging 
people  to  set  up,  so  when  1 
visited  the  job  centre  f applied 
to  join  file  Enterprise  Allow- 
ance Scheme."  she  said. 

Clients  can  choose  from  500 
hats  bought  from  some  of  Lon- 
don's leading  milliners.  She 
makes  her  own  trimmings,  so 
one  hat  can  suit  several  outfits. 
Once  they  have  passed  their 
best  they  go  to  Oxfara. 


Family 
split  by 
lottery 
jackpot 

By  Dareh  Gregorian 


THE  NATIONAL  Lottery  tore 
a struggling  family  apart 
when  a woman  who  had  just 
won  a £13  million  jackpot 
changed  tire  locks  chi  her  door 
and  dumped  the  father  of  her 
two  children  to  pursue  a life  of 
luxury,  a court  was  told 
yesierday. 

“She’s  taken  away  every- 
thing that  was  ever  important 
to  me,  our  love  and  our 
children.  If  we  hadn't  won  the 
lottery,  we’d  still  be  together, 
poor  but  happy.”  David  Jones 
said. 

Mr  Jones,  34.  is  suing  his 
former  common-law  wife  Usa 
Lee,  30,  for  half  of  her 
winnings,  using  Legal  Aid 
representation,  even  though 
he  told  tire  court  he  had  been 
defrauding  social  security 
benefits. 

The  couple  won  tire  prize  cm 
April  29. 1995,  when  they  were 
both  receiving  state  benefits 
and  living  on  £200  a week  in 
their  council  home  on  the 
Mayhfll  estate  in  Swansea, 
Cardiff  County  Court  was 
told. 

His  barrister.  Carolyn  Wal- 
ton. said  that  Mr  Jones,  an 
unemployed  carpenter,  and 
Miss  Lee,  a former  cleaner, 
had  a stable  relationship  for  11 
years  and  "were  living  togeth- 
er as  man  and  wife  until  July 
1995.  when  he  went  to  visit  his 
mother  and  brother  in 
Boummouth.  Around  that 
time  Lisa  changed  the  lodes  of 
the  flat  and  the  relationship 
brake  up." 

Mrs  Walton  said  the  couple 
“shared  their  household  fi- 
nances. including  the  pur- 
chase of  lottery  tickets  and  he 
is  daiming  half  of  these 
winnings.  Mr  Jones  accepts 
that  at  times  he  was  living  at  a 
separate  address  to  Miss 
Jones.  He  says  that  was  done 
to  maximise  the  amount  they 
could  claim  on  benefits 
because  they  were  able  to  get 
separate  housing  allowances. 

“He  realises  he  could  be 
incriminating  himself  by  giv- 
ing this  evidence,  and  may  be 
liable  to  prosecution,  but  he  is 
willing  to  accept  the  conse- 
quences in  order  to  give  all  the 
fads  to  the  court 
“Mr  Jones  says  that  if  he  is 
successful  with  this  case  he 
will  go  to  the  benefits  office 
and  repay  all  the  money  which 
is  owed  to  them  as  a result  of 
the  fiddle.  If  be  loses  he  wfll 
not  be  able  to  repay  the  money 
and  could  face  prosecution. 
But  it  is  a risk  he  is  willing  to 
take." 

Miss  Lee  and  their  two 
children,  aged  6 and  2.  have 
moved  into  a £300.000  difftop 
home  overlooking  Lan gland 
Bay  with  a Jacuzzi,  sauna  and 
swimming  pod. 

The  case  continues 


ON  MOTHER'S  DAY 


YOUR  MUM  FEEL  EXCEPTIONAL. 
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Annette  Edwards,  45,  with  eight  of  her  ten  children,  attributes  her  youthfulness  to  the  NIVEA  Visage  facecare  range.  Whether  your  mother 
has  one  child  or  ten,  she's  still  a special  mum.  Make  her  feel  exceptional  with  a gift  of  NIVEA  Visage  on  Mother's  Day,  Sunday  March  9th. 
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Lady  Steel  and  Sir  David  in  her  days  at  15  stone 

Clones  of 
humans 
‘possible  in 
two  years’ 

By  Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor, 
and  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


HUMAN  clones  could  be 
created  in  less  than  two  years, 
the  scientist  who  created  Dol- 
ly, the  cloned  sheep,  said 
yesterday  — although  he  add- 
ed that  such  work  should  be 
banned. 

Ian  Wilmut.  of  the  Roslin 
Institute  in  Edinburgh,  told 
MPs  that  he  believed  the  tech- 
nique could  be  applied  jo  hu- 
man beings,,  if  researchers 
were  determined.  -Appearing 
before  the  Science  and  Tech- 
nology Select  Committee.  Dr 
Wilmut  .was  asked  how  easy  it 
would  be  to  done  a person. 

“JVe  hesitated  to  make  pre- 
dictions. but  I’m  sure  if  you 
really  wanted  to  do  it  you 
could  do  it,”  he  said.  He  told 
the  MPs  that  his  team  had 
used  more  than  a thousand 
- unfertilised  eggs  to  clone  Dol- 
ly. and  this  was  a measure  of 
die  difficulties  to  be  faced  in 
cloning  a human  being.  “But  if 
you  .were  prepared  to  make 
that  sort  of  effort,  you  would 
expect  to  make  significant 
progress  in  one  or  two  years." 

He  said  that  everyone  at  the 
institute  and  PPL  Therapeu- 
tics, the  company  collaborat- 
ing with  the  doning  research 
team,  believed  that  such  work 
involving  human  embryos 
would  be  offensive  and  should 
be  prohibited. 

Professor  Graham  BulfieJd. 
director  of  the  institute,  point- 
ed out  that  in  15  years  there 
had  been  no  attempt  to  apply 
genetic  modification  to  hu- 
mans. But  he  could  see  “in  ex- 
tremis”- circumstances  where 
someone  somewhere  might 
attempt  human  cloning. 

Dr  Wilmut  said  the  suggest- 
ed applications  for  human 
doning  made  no  sense.  “The  , 
idea  that  you  can  bring  back  a 
child,  that  you  can  bring  back 
your  father  — it  is  simply 
nonsensical.  You  can  make  a 
genetically  identical  copy,  but 
you  cant  get  back  the  person 
you  have  lost.”  The  scientists 
said  thar  cloning  work  on 
farm  animals  would  continue. 
America’s  chief  of  medical 


research  yesterday  opposed  a 
proposed  ban  on  human  don- 
ing in  the  United  States.  Dr 
Harold  Vaimus,  director  of 
tiie  National  Institutes  for 
Health,  said  that  while  he 
found  the  idea  of  doning  ex- 
periments personally  “offen- 
sive”. society  might  find  it 
morally  defensible  under  cer- 
tain conditions.  If  the  techni- 
que were  ever  perfected  for  hu- 
mans. he  said,  it  could  be  em- 
ployed in  rare  circumstances 
such  as  infertility  in  couples 
wishing  to  have  genetically 
related  offspring.  In  testimony 
before  Congress,  Dr  Varmus 
said:  “Maybe  there  are  some 
situations  in  which  we  would 
find  it  ethical." 

His  comments  came  as 
House  Republicans,  defying 
President  Clinton’S  earlier  re- 
quest to  delay  any  action  for  90 
days,  introduced  two  Bills  to 
prohibit  all  human  cloning. 
Mr  Clinton  this  week  imple- 
mented a temporary  federal 
ban  and  urged  the  private 
sector,  to  impose  a voluntary 
moratorium  on  experiments 
while  the  National  Bioethics 
Advisory  Commission  consid- 
ered the  issue. 

After  Dolly  was  cloned  from 
cells  removed  from  an  adult 
ewe,  researchers  in  Oregon 
announced  that  two  rhesus 
monkeys  had  been  doned 
from  embryo  cells. 

Vernon  Ehlers.  a Republi- 
can congressman  for  Michi- 
gan, said  it  was  essential  to 
introduce  prohibitive  legisla- 
tion that  would  prevent  public 
concern  leading  to  a ban  on  all 
genetic  research- 

Dr  Varmus,  however,  said 
that  unless  laws  were  very 
carefully  drawn  by  Congress 
they  could  wreck  valuable 
research  that  might  save  fives 
in  the  future  and  lead  to 
greater  food  production  on 
farms.  The  Senate  is  to  debate 
the  issue  next  week  in  hear- 
ings that  will  include  testimo- 
ny by  Dr  Wilmut. 

Letters,  page  21 


THE  shedding  of  stone  in 
nine  months  by  a 15-stone 
Lidy  Steel  rivals  the  dramat- 
ic weight  loss  achieved  by  her 
husband's  political  opponent. 
Lord  Lawson  of  Blaby,  when 
he  was  on  a diet  When  he 
shrunk  to  a shadow  of  his 
former  self,  those  who  did  not 
suspect  he  had  some  terrible 
wasting  disease  wondered 
about  the  lifestyle  that  fre- 
quently leads  to  obesity  in 
politicians. 

Politicians'  lives,  if  they  are 
to  keep  in  contact  with  opin- 
ion formers,  tend  to  revolve 
around  eating  and  drinking. 
It  requires  great  strength  of 
will  for  even  the  most  humble 
backbencher  to  reject  ail  that 
is  offered,  and  die  tempta- 
tions must  be  much  greater 
for  a former  Chancellor  such 
as  Lord  Lawson. 

Even  being  careful  drink- 
ing at  formal  lunches  and 
dinners  would  represent  a 
weekly  alcohol  intake  of  70 
units,  which  the  most  liberal 
doctor  would  consider  too 
much.  The  calorie  intake 
from  this  drinking,  as  well  as 
from  the  rich  food  served, 
would  be  enough  to  keep  a 
miner  working  at  the  pit  face. 

It  is  not  often  realised  that 
politicians’  wives,  as  well  as 
the  MPs  tucked  away  in 
Westminster,  are  faced  with 


Medical  briefing 




Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford 


their  own  temptations  to  eat 
too  much.  Clinical  obesity  is 
every  bit  as  dangerous  to 
middle-aged  women  as  it  is  to 
men,  as  they  are  no  less  liable 
to  develop  cardiovascular 
disease  once  the  menopause 
is  over,  and  to  suffer  diabetes. 
They  are  also  more  in  danger 
from  osteoarthritis  of  the 
knees  and  hips. 

The  temptation  for  the  wife 
who  finds  herself  abandoned 
in  the  constituency  is  not  the 
result  of  being  served  slap-up 
meals  at  L' Escargot  or  the 
Savoy;  instead  it  centres  on 
the  larder  in  her  own  kitchen. 
After  Sir  David  Steel  had  left 
his  Scottish  constituency  on  a 
Monday.  Judy  Steel  spent 
her  time  restoring  the  family 
house,  Aikwood  Tower,  in 
Scotland.  But  an  interest  in 
bricks  and  mortar  would  not 
have  compensated  for  the 
loss  of  her  partner’s  company 
at  weekday  meal  times.  In  the 
lonely  weeks  which  Lady 


Steel  must  have  endured 
while  her  husband  was  in 
London,  the  pleasures  of 
comfort  eating  must  have 
proved  every  bit  as  beguiling 
as  the  entreaties  of  a Savoy 
waiter. 

Losing  4*2  stone  has 
revolutionised  Lady  Steel’s 
appearance;  and  she  is  re- 
ported as  saying  that  it  has 
given  her  an  entirely  new 
image  of  herself.  She  has 
revitalised  her  self-confi- 
dence, is  no  longer  self- 
conscious  in  company,  and 
when  by  herself  in  the  fitting 
room  of  a boutique,  can  look 
in  the  mirror  with  pleasure. 

She  was  given  a target  of 
10  b stone  when  she  started 
attending  Scottish  Slimmers. 
which  she  never  thought  she 
wpuld  achieve.  But  nine 
months  following  a pre- 
planned programme  and 
suggested  dieting  recipes  saw 
the  pounds  fail  away. 

Lady  Steel’s  diet  would 


delight  the  Health  Education 
Council,  for  she  has  not  lost 
weight  so  quickly  that  she  has 
endangered  her  health.  The 
diet  has  resulted  in  a weight 
loss  of  around  half  a stone  a 
month,  about  21b  a week, 
which  is  the  approved  medi- 
cal rate.  Weight  loss  for  those 
who  have  the  strength  and 
will  to  continue  with  this 
regime,  results  in  a reduction 
in  their  obesity  which  is  likely 
to  be  maintained,  so  that  the 
patient  has  the  great  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  once  the 
diet  is  over  they  are  less  likely 
to  put  on  the  pounds  again. 

Very  low-aalorie  diets  — 
around  800  calories  a day  - 

have  come  in  for  criticism, 
but  although  Lady  Steel  56, 
did  not  adopt  one;  they  can 
have  a place  fn  the  battle 
against  obesity.  Any  low- 
cal  orie  diet  must  always  be 
designed  so  that  it  contains 
enough  protein  to  protect  the 
essential  organs,  including 
the  kidney  and  heart,  from 
damage  which  might  occur 
from  excessive  protein  loss, 
and  they  must  indude  a full 
complement  of  vitamins  and 
trace  dements.  Ideally  how- 
ever, the  seriously  overweight 
should  all  follow  Lady  Steel's 
example  and  stick  to  a stan- 
dard. well-balanced  diet  but 
eat  — and  drink  — less. 


Revitalised,  and  4>2  stone  lighter,  after  9 months 
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■ H Battling  for 
f|  Cheaper  Car 
JLJt  Insurance? 

Call  Harry  at  Hastings  Direct  FREE  on 

0800  00  1066 

and  quote  reference  H009 

■Hastings  direct 
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PRUDENTIAL^/ 


Past  performance  is  not  necessarily  a guide  to  future  performance.  The  value  of  units,  and  the  income  from  them  may  fall  as  well  as  rise  and  is  not  guaranteed,  and  the  investor  may  not  get  back 
the  amount  they  invested.  Changes  in  rates  of  exchange  between  currencies  may  cause  the  value  of  the  investment  to  diminish  or  increase.  The  above  is  based  upon  our  understanding  of  current 
taxation,  legislation,  and  inland  Revenue  practice,  all  of  which  are  liable  to  change.  The  levels  and  bases  of  tax  reliefs  from  taxation  can  change.  Their  value  depends  on  individual  circumstances.  With  a 
building  society  account  your  capital  is  secure  and  readily  accessible.  'Prudential'  is  a trading  name  of  Prudential  Unit  Trusts  Limited  which  is  an  authorised  person  whose  conduct  of  investment  business  is 
regulated  by  SIB  and  IMR0.  The  company  is  registered  in  England  and  Wales  under  number  1796126.  Registered  Office  at  142  Holborn  Bars,  London  EC1N  2NH.  For  your  protection  calls  may  be  recorded 


6 HOME  NEWS 


Buckingham  Palace  can  now  be  visited  from  home  as  the  Queen  joins  the  Internet 

Royal  Web  site 
answers  most 
common  queries 


THE  secret  that  cyberbuffs 
have  spent  a week  desperately 
trying  to  crack  is  officially  out 
http:/  / www.  rqva  I. gov.uk  \s  the 
Queen’s  official  address  on  the 
Internet. 

Access  to  the  royal  Web  site, 
inaugurated  by  the  monarch's 
gloved  hand  pressing  a button 
at  Kingsbury  High  School  in 
Brent,  north  London,  yester- 
day. gives  35  million  subscrib- 
ers worldwide  150  pages  of 
information  on  the  British 
monarchy,  including  a section 
answering  the  questions  most 
frequently  put  to  staff  at 
Buckingham  Palace. 

People  want  to  know  the 
strangest  things.  The  Web  site 
sarishes  curiosity  about  two 
common  queries:  why  does  the 
Queen  keep  corgis  (because 
her  father  did);  what  is  the 
most  exotic  animal  ever 
owned  by  the  royal  family  (a 
Nubian  giraffe  given  to 
George  IV  in  1827). 

Most  of  the  information  on 
offer  is  in  a weightier  vein.  The 
Web  site  offers  a history  of 
royal  palaces,  an  explanation 
of  the  Queen's  role  in  the 
British  constitution,  royal  fi- 
nances. forthcoming  royal  en- 
gagements, opening  times  of 
palaces  and  exhibitions  and 
biographies  of  members  of  the 
Royal  Family. 

Diana,  Princess  of  Wales 
has  her  own  extensive  entry, 
in  which  it  is  explained  that 
"the  Princess  continues  to  be 
regarded  as  a member  of  the 
Royal  Family",  but  the  Duch- 
ess of  York  is  relegated  to  a 
passing  mention  in  her  hus- 
band's life  history. 

For  the  time  being,  electron- 
ic conversation  with  the  mon- 
archy is  one  way,  and  users 
have  no  opportunity  to  ask 
their  own  questions  or  to  send 
messages  of  support  — or 
opposition. 

An  e-mail  facility  is  being 
considered,  but  as  the  Queen 
already  receives  an  average  of 
300  letters  a day  by  post, 
palace  officials  are  uncertain 
whether  they  could  cope  with 
a flood  of  electronic  mail 


By  Alan  Hamilton 

demanding  instant  answers. 
The  Web  site,  properly  known 
as  The  British  Monarchy,  and 
introduced  with  a picture  of 
the  Imperial  State  Crown,  will 
also  act  as  a market  research 
tool,  whereby  users  can  leave 
their  name,  nationality  and 
age  group,  and  offer  a brief 
comment  on  the  quality  of  the 
service. 

In  a speech  to  school  staff 
and  pupils,  whose  back- 
grounds included  almost  ev- 
ery country  in  the  Common- 
wealth, the  Queen  spoke  for 
all  the  dinosaurs  among  her 
subjects  whose  grasp  of  infor- 
mation technology  is  still  re- 
stricted to  the  telephone. 

“1  am  sure  that  some  of  you 
have  parents  and  grandpar- 
ents ar  home  who  have  found 
the  Internet  and  the  World 
Wide  Web  to  be  a bit  of  a 
mystery,"  she  said.  “But  the 
Internet  is  rapidly  becoming 
part  of  everyday  life  and,  used 
properly,  it  opens  the  door  to  a 
huge  range  of  knowledge 
which  has  no  national  bound- 
aries. It  is  important  that  we 

Hie  Duchess  of 
York  is 
relegated  to  a 
passing 
mention  in  her 
husband’s  life 
history 


all  learn  about  the  Internet, 
and  get  the  most  benefit  from 
it.” 

Phillip  Snell,  the  headmas- 
ter of  Klingsbuxy  school,  said 
that  from  today  groups  of 
children  would  be  given  the 
royal  Web  site  address  and  it 
would  be  introduced  in  les- 
sons where  possible. 

The  Queen,  who  is  reported- 
ly rather  less  computer-literate 
than  her  husband,  praised  the 


global  electronic  information 
network  for  making  it  easier 
for  people  to  learn  more  about 
each  other,  in  Britain  and 
around  the  world.  She  will 
pursue  the  theme  in  her 
annual  Commonwealth  Day 
message  next  week  which  will, 
naturally,  be  available  on  the 
royal  Web  site. 

in  April,  a history  section 
will  be  added  to  the  royal  Web 
she;  designed  to  meet  national 
curriculum  requirements,  the 
section  will  include  a history 
of  the  Crown  from  Anglo- 
Saxon  times  and  a selection  of 
historic  speeches  by  English 
and  British  monarchs. 

The  Queen  was  shown 
around  the  school,  which 
places  great  emphasis  on  com- 
puter technology,  and  saw 
pupils  examining  computer 
data  from  their  own  weather 
station  on  the  roof  and  match- 
ing it  with  computer-generat- 
ed weather  maps  taken  from 
satellites. 

She  saw  other  pupils  using 
computer  information  to  learn 
chemistry,  and  yet  more  ex- 
changing messages  with 
Nakina  Public  School  in  On- 
tario. Canada,  hooked  up  to 
Kingsbury  by  a computer  and 
five  video  link 

it  was  there  that  the  limita- 
tions of  technology  were  final- 
ly unmasked.  The  Queen 
pressed  another  button  on  a 
computer  mouse  to  send  a 
message  of  greeting  through 
the  Internet  to  the  Canadian 
school  It  would,  she  was  . 
assured,  take  only  four  min- 
utes to  get  there  and  there 
would  be  an  instant  reply.  “It's 
rather  fun  to  be  able  to  talk  to 
people  such  a long  way  away," 
she  said  intrigued. 

But  there  was  an  inexplic- 
able delay,  possibly  caused  by 
overexcitement  in  Ontario.  By 
the  tune  Nakina  had  pressed 
the  correct  button  to  send  their 
return  message,  the  Queen 
had  left  and  was  on  her  way 
back  to  Buckingham  Palace. 
She  who  keeps  corgis  cannot 
be  hanging  about  when  they 
need  to  be  fed. 
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ntemet  Grapefruit 

makes  a 
great  start 
to  the  day 

EATING  fruit  at  breakfast 
can  give  an  energy  boost  that 
will  Last  the  morning,  because 
its  vitamins  and  natural  sug- 
ars are  released  into  the 
bloodstream  more  slowly  than 
those  from  sugary  cereals. 
Grapefruit,  now  in  plentiful 
supply,  is  a good  source  of 
vitamin  C and  potassium.  The 
pink  varieties  are  sweeter. 
Choose  weighty  fruit  which 
will  have  more  juice. 

Promotions  include: 

Asda:  pork  chops  £2.99  a kg, 
frozen  haddock  GUets  m crumb 
£1.99  for  SOOg,  figs  39p  for  two, 
black  seedless  grapes  79p  lb. 


The  Queen  arriving  at  Kingsbury  High  School  to  launch  her  Web  site,  whose  address  is  marked  by  a crown 


THE  OFFICIAL.  WEB  SITE 


How  the  Palace 
is  made  to  click 

http://www.royal.gov.uk 


* This  is  the  official  Web 
site  of  the  Monarchy  in 
Britain.  We  hope  yon  find 
your  visit  informative  and 
enjoyable. 


The  royal  Web  she  designed 
by  die  Government's  Central 
Office  of  Information  is  far 
removed  from  the  gimmick- 
ridden  sites  of  other  recent 
launches. 

One  of  the  few  advanced 
aspects  enables  users  to 
download  the  Queen's  family 
tree  dating  from  the  birth  of 
Queen  Victoria;  otherwise 
toe  simplicity  means  that  it 
will  be  easy  for  even  the 
wobbliest  Internet  surfer  to 
navigate.  Every  page  is  head- 
ed with  the  royal  crest  on  a 
crimson  bar. 

Palace  officials  have  taken 
advantage  of  this  direct  line 
to  an  estimated  35  million 
Internet  users  to  include  the 
full  text  of  press  releases 
issued  from  Buckingham 


Palace.  On  the  commercial 
side,  the  site  gives  informa- 
tion about  the  royal  palaces 
and  estates,  including  details 
for  tourists  such  as  opening 
times  and  admission  charges 
for  the  Buckingham  Palace 
State  Rooms. 

In  line  with  the  site's  re- 
strained nature,  it  has  avoid- 
ed online  booking,  as  used 
by  some  of  the  more  modern 
Internet  sites,  and  instead 
provides  telephone  numbers 
for  credit  card  booking  by 
more  traditional  methods. 

But  many  thousands  will 
be  satisfied  by  just  a virtual 
visit.  And  anyone  as  snobbish 
as  Hyacinth  Bucket  wQl  be 
delighted  at  the  .opportunity 
to  sign  the  site's  “visitors’ 
book". 


■ Bud  gens:  pork  diops  0.72  a kg. 
whole  fresh  chicken  E2.72  for  1.5kg, 
large  eggs  99p  for  12.  red  potatoes 
99p  for  5kg.  Empire  apples  49p  lb 
Co-op  (CWS):  sirloin  steak  £8.99  a 
kg.  haddock  £4.99  a kg.  mangoes 
66p  each,  blue  Stilton  £5.95  a kg, 
pure  orange  juice  E1.75  a Itr. 
Hatreds:  chicken  and  herb  pie 
EI.79  for  lOOg,  Bayonne  ham  £3.79 
for  lOOg.  Spanish  artichokes  £1.99 
for  two. 

Iceland:  smoked  salmon  ring 
£4.90  for  380g.  sliced  green  beans 
99p  (or  907g.  baby  carrots  69p  for  _ 
9Q7g,  double  chocolate  cheesecake 
£1.49  for  400g- 

Marks  & Spencer:  Ei  off  all 
prepared  joints  of  beef,  lamb  and 
pork,  chicken  breast  portions  £3.29 
for  four,  mini  Mellon  Mowbray 
pork  pies  EIJ9  for  six. 

Safeway,  rump  steak  £7.49  a kg, 
chicken  breast  fillets  E7.99  for  eight 
(1.19kg).  meat  lasagne  69p  for 
300g,  mature  Cheddar  £2.09  a lb. 
parsnips  35p  a lb.  white  potatoes 
£1.39  for  5kg.  green  cabbage  19p  a 
lb,  demen  rines  65p  lb. 

Salisbury's:  boneless  shoulder 
pork  £2.19  a kg.  New  Zealand 
shoulder  lamb  £3.45  a kg,  iceberg 
lettuce  55p  each,  grapefruit  29p 
each,  red  seedless  grapes  99p  a lb. 
Somerfidd:  pork  chump  steaks 
£4.38  a kg.  chicken  thighs  £1.99  a 
lb.  lamb  chops  £10.09  a kg,  new 
potatoes  I4p  a lb,  courgettes  49p  a 
lb,  cefeiy  sucks  59p  for  300g.  large 
yellow  melons  El 49  each. 

Tesco:  beef  forerib  E5.I9  a kg. 
boneless  rolled  pork  shoulder 
E2.29  a kg,  haddock  fillet  £1.95  a lb. 
kippers  99p  a lb.  salmon  steaks 
£2.95  a lb.  rainbow  trout  £1.87  a lb. 
Golden  Wander  potatoes  59p  for 
.15kg,  plums  69p  a Jh. 

Waitrase  chicken  legs  £1.99  a kg. 
diced  steak  E229  for  340g.  ground 
pork  £1.99  for  SOOg.  carrots  69p  a 
kg.  Wilja  potatoes  89p  for  23kg. 
small  vine  tomatoes  11.49  for  300g, 
lemons  99p  for  right,  fresh  orange 
Juke  E1.99 1. 

Robin  Young 
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YOUR  NEXT 

WINTER  HOLIDAY 


MALTA 

FROM 


ANDORRA 

FROM 


£1081  £153 


Book  your  next  winter  sun  or  ski  holiday  now  with 
Thomas  Cook  and  you’ll  get  the  widest  choice  of  destinations 
and  accommodation,  as  well  as  saving  up  to  an  amazing  25%. 
And  on  top  of  these  great  offers,  Thomas  Cook  will  take 
an  additional  £75  off  the  holiday  price  for  groups  of  10 
or  more.  So  hurry  down  to  your  local 
Thomas  Cook  shop,  or  book  by 
phone  on  0990  777  555*  or  see 
Teletext  page  268. 


The  nice  surprise 

is  the  prices. 
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JO  OR  MOKE 


SPEAK  FREELY. 

VODAFONE'S  NEW 
DIGITAL  TARIFF. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL 

0800  259  259 
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Buyers  offer  sealed  bids  for  scarce  properties 

Home  sellers  earn  bonus 
from  ‘golden  postcodes’ 

BY  KATHERIMR  RPDAinv.  — - - _ 
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By  Katherine  Bergen 
and  Glen  Owen 

ESTATE  agents  say  "golden 
postcode”  areas  are  emerging 
m Britain  where  the  number 
of  buyers  far  exceeds  sellers 
and  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
find  a house.  Some  areas  have 
an  average  of  Ji  buyers  for 
every  new  home  for  sale, 
according  to  a survey  by  Blade 
Horse  Agencies. 

Earlier  this  week  a three- 
bedroom  cottage  in  Eland 
Road,  Battersea,  south 
London,  went  on  the  market 
for  £185,000  with  Foxtons  and 
in  six  hours  21  people  had 
viewed  it  and  four  offers  of  the 
asking  price  were  submitted, 
it  sold  the  following  day  for 
more  than  £200,000  after 
sealed  bids. 

The  fastest  selling  areas  are 
Alton  in  Hampshire,  Cam- 
bridge, Chelmsford  in  Essex 
Southampton,  Richmond  in 
southwest  London,  Slough. 
Norwich,  Derby,  Guildford 
and  Letch  worth.  Hertford- 
shire. The  average  number  of 
viewers  for  each  house  from 
the  time  it  is  put  on  the  market 
until  it  is  sold  ranges  from 
three  in  Derby  to  nine  in 
Slough  and  up  to  14  in 
Richmond. 

Traditonally  expensive  ar- 
eas of  London  are  experienc- 
ing the-  boom,  according  to 
Louise  Hewlett  of  Aylesford. 
Houses  in  Chelsea  that  would 
have  taken  months  to  sell  two 
years  ago  can  now  be  sold 
instantly.  “We  would  give  our 
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Chelsea? 


eye  teeth  to  get  an  instruction 
on  houses  in  Tregunter  Road 
or  The  Boltons."  she  said.  ‘‘In 
rate  recent  case  we  offered 
someone  £1  million  over  the 
marker  value  of  their  family 
home  and  they  still  refused." 

Once  unfashionable  areas 
are  also  becoming  attractive, 
Richard  Crosthwaiie.  a part- 
ner at  Knight  Frank,  says 
money  is  rippling  out  from 
central  London  as  far  as 
Tooting  to  the  south.  “Houses 
with  five  or  six  bedrooms  on 
the  north  side  of  Tooting  Bee 
Common  or  off  Trinity  Road 
might  have  increased  as  much 
as  £100.000  in  the  last  year," 
he  said. 

Some  price  rises  can  be 
attributed  to  peculiar  local 
factors.  Hilary  Wade  at 
Winkworths  said  that  the 
“bonus  culture”  in  the  City 
had  pushed  up  Islington 
prices.  “Islington  is  an  histori- 
cally undervalued  area,  and 
the  bankers  are  pouring 
money  into  it.”  she  said. 
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Simon  French,  from  Copping 
Joyce,  said  that  house  prices 
were  soaring  in  Bamsbuiy, 
Tony  Blair’s  Islington  neigh- 
bourhood. "A  house  in  his 
area  worth  £450,000  last  year 
would  now  cost  £525,000  at  the 
very  least,  but  they  are  very 
hard  to  get  hold  of.  Once 
people  go  somewhere  like  that 
they  do  not  want  to  move 
anywhere  else.” 

Foreign  buyers  are  also  a 
significant  presence  in 
London.  Philip  Green  at 
Goldschmidt  and  Howland, 
said  that  the  effect  of  newly- 
acquired  Russian  money  was 
being  felt  in  many  areas. 
"Russian  cash  buyers  can 
afford  multimillion  pound 
properties  in  Bishops  Avenue, 
a favourite  of  the  Sultan  of 
Brunei.  There  these  enormous 
houses  with  high  walls, 
sweeping  drives  and  servants 
go  to  them  for  up  to  £25  mil- 
lion. No  one  else  gets  a look 
in,”  he  said. 

“People  from  different  coun- 
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IN  NEW  YORK 

LAWYERS  representing  Lou- 
ise Woodward,  the  British  au 
pair  charged  with  the  first 
degree  murder  of  a nine- 
month-aid  baby  in  America, 
complained  that  she  was  not 
being  treated  fairly  by  the 
Massachusetts  Judiciary:  The 
police  were  “squeezing"  evi- 
dence. they  said. 

Miss  Woodward’s  counsel 
said  that  the  local  police 
started  with  the  assumption 
that  the  19-year-old  killed 
Matthew  Eappen.'  the  little 
boy  she  was  looking  after- 
Officers  “worked  backwards 
from  (fiat  hypothesis,  aftempf- 
ing  to  squeeze  the  investigative 
results  into  a preconceived 
pattern  supporting  their  initial 
conclusion",  according  to  the 
Bosiarj  law  firm  of  Silverglate 
and  Good,  which  recently  took 
over  Miss  Woodward’s  case. 

Miss  Woodward  has  admit- 
ted shaking  Matthew.  Eappen 
before  he  died,  out  of  frustra- 
tion at  his  incessant  crying, 
but  denies  any  intent  to  kilL 
Prosecutors,  believe  they  can 
show  a pattern  of  abuse. 

Matthew  Eappen  *s  mother, 
Deborah*  criticised  local  the 
local  Mayor  and  others  who 


Woodward  to  be  granted  bail, 
claiming  she  represented  “a 
very  high  flight  risk". 


Littlejohn:  controversial 

Littlejohn 
tjakes  over 
Baker  slot 

By  Alexandra  Frean 

THE  outspoken  newspaper 
columnist  and  television  pre- 
senter Richard  littlejohn  is 
to  take:  over  from  Danny 
Baker,  who  was  sacked  as 
host  of  Radio  5 Live’s  Satur- 
day lunchtime  football 
talksfoow  yesterday  for  mak- 
ing abusive  remarks  about  a 
referee. 

Baker  is  to  join  Talk 
Radio  to  present  a Saturday 
afternoon  football  show.  The 
two  men  will  not  compete 
head  on.  however.  Baker’s 
show  will  go  out  between 
530pm  and  730pm:  Little- 
john'S from  noon  to  1pm. 
Littlejohn  said  yesterday:  “I 
want  the.  programme  to  be 
controversial  and  the  fans 
won’t  be  getting  an  easy  time 
from  me.” 

Letters,  page  21 


The  tramp 
spurns  job 
that  lady 
won  for  him 

By  Adrian  Lee 

SHE  was  a wealthy  aristocrat, 
he  was  dawn  on  his  luck, 
begging  in  the  street.  Huddled 
against  the  cold  with  only  his 
a Isa  tian  dog  for  company,  the 
plight  of  Oliver  Lomasney 
touched  Sara  Apsley.' 

Not  content  with  handing 
him  £1  on  the  streets  of 
Cirencester  and  buying  him 
food,  Lady  Apsley  helped  him 
to  land  a labouring  job.  Bur 
yesterday,  the  tale  of  the  Lady 
and  the  Tramp  had  an  unhap- 
py ending.  The  25-year -old 
walked  out  of  his  job  after  less 
than  three  weeks. 

Mike  Suggs,  site  manager 
on  the  Grencesrer  bypass  for 
Road  Management  Services, 
who  agreed  to  employ  Mr 
Lomasney,  said:  "He  just 
didn’t  turn  up  for  work  one 
day.  I’m  afraid  there  are  a lot 
more  deserving  lads  round 
who  have  had  a far  harder 
background  than  him." 

Lady  Apsley.  31,  of 
Cirencester  Park,  refused  to  be 
downcast.  "I  gather  he  has 
found  a happier  path.  He  has 
met  up  with  his  former  girl- 
friend and  they  have  got  re- 
engaged. For  reasons  of  his 
own  he  has  decided  the  life 
and  job  here  were  not  for 
him."  Friends  who  were 
involved  in  protests  against 
the  bypass  had  also  pm  him 
under  pressure,  she  said. 
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tries  seem  to  have  their  favour- 
ite areas.  There  is  also  a lot  of 
Russian  money  pouring  into 
Pimlico,  mostly  cash  buyers," 
Ms  Wade  said. 

Hong  Kong  buyers  are  com- 
ing to  Winkworth’s  Islington 
office,  keen  to  invest  in  British 
housing  because  of  doubts 
over  the  Chinese  takeover. 

Property  speculators  are 
pushing  up  prices  in 
Blackheath  in  south  London, 
pitting  their  hopes  on  the 
millennium  exhibition  at  near- 
by Greenwich  and  the  Jubilee 
Line  extension.  Money  is  also 
coming  from  the  number  of 
businesses  relocating  to  Ca- 
nary Wharf.  Ms  Wade  said: 
"Many  of  the  big  banks  are 
moving  out  to  the  wharf. 
Citibank  being  just  the  latest 
That  is  having  a huge  effect  on 
Blackheath,  which  can  be 
reached  quickly  by  car  from 
there." 

Colin  Fitzgerald  from 
Hamptons  said  that  proper- 
ties in  Alton.  Hampshire,  were 
selling  in  only  three  weeks.  "It 
isn’t  just  Alton  but  the  sur- 
rounding villages  like  Benr- 
worth  and  Ropley  as  well  that 
are  moving  so  fast" 

Richard  Smith  of  Savills 
says  anything  within  a mile  of 
the  station  in  Sevenoaks,  Kent, 
is  in  huge  demand,  especially 
with  private  roads  and  priced 
over  £400,000.  Good  local 
schools  are  also  a big  draw. 
“Modem  and  older  p merries 
alike  which  meer  these  criteria 
sell  virtually  overnight,"  he 
said. 


Eland  Road  In  Battersea,  designated  a “golden  postcode"  by  estate  agents;  a bouse 
advertised  at  £185,000  recently  sold  for  more  than  £200,000  amid  furious  competition 
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Troubled 
academics 
started 
fatal  fire 


TWO  academics  facing  finan- 
cial ruin  died  when  ihey.ser 
fire  to  their  rented  home  as 
bailiffs  were  on  their  way  to 
evict  them,  an  inquest  was  told 
yesterday.  The  couple  locked 
themselves  into  their  house 
and  started  six  fires. 

Dr  Nigel  Gauk-Roger  and 
his  wife.  Dr  Edwina  Bumess. 
both  46.  owed  thousands  of 
pounds  in  rent  arrears  when 
they  died  last  October.  Just 
hours  before  their  bodies  were 
discovered  in  the  burned -out 
bedroom  of  the  farmhouse,  in 
Six  Mile  Bottom,  Cambridge- 
shire, Dr  Gauk-Roger  assured 
the  property  management 
company  that  he  would  com- 
ply with  the  eviction  order. 
When  the  bailiffs  arrived,  the 
couple  were  locked  inside  their 
burning  home. 

The  inquest  at  Histon,  Cam- 
bridgeshire, heard  that  ihe 
couple  owed  £2,74-1  in  arrears 
to  the  letting  agents  Camflats. 
Alan  Baggott,  of  the  company, 
told  the  hearing  the  couple  had 
been  given  every  opportunity 
to  sort  our  the  financial  mess. 

A post-mortem  examination 
disclosed  that  the  couple  died 
of  smoke  inhalation  and  that 
Dr  Bumess,  a part-time  Eng- 
lish lecturer  at  Anglia  Poly- 
technic University,  had  term- 
inal breast  cancer. 

Recording  open  verdicts  on 
the  couple,  the  Coroner.  John 
Smith  said:  "It  is  quite  clear 
that  this  was  not  a fire  that 
was  started  by  an  electrical 
faulr  or  discarded  smoking 
materials.  There  is  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  this  was  started 
deliberately." 
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Irish  pen 
pushers 
lose  their 


civil  war 


By  Aii drey  Magee 
IRELAND  CORRESPONDENT 


IRELAND'S  army  of  civil 
servants  will  be  held  account- 
able for  their  work  for  the  first 
time  and  sacked  for  under- 
performance in  the  greatest 
shake-up  of  the  civil  service 
since  British  rule. 

Irish  government  workers, 
who  number  nearly  20,000, 
will  no  longer  be  able  to  blame 
their  ministers  for  their  own 
incompetence.  In  the  Public 
Service  Management  Bill  pub- 
lished yesterday,  staff  will  be 
punished  if  their  work  is 
inadequate. 

The  civil  service  set  up  in 
1924  by  the  Irish  Free  State 
was  based  on  the  British 
system.  However,  it  gradually 
grew  out  of  control  with 
employees  in  jobs  for  life  and 
responsible  for  nothing. 
Workers  — no  matter  how 
lowly  — could  only  be  sacked 
if  the  entire  government 
agreed.  This  seldom  happened 
as  politicians  were  lobbied  in 
rural  areas  by  relatives  of  die 
civil  servants.  If  the  rivil 
servants  lost  their  jobs,  the 
politicians  lost  their  votes. 

Colm  Gallagher,  a senior 
rivil  servant  involved  in  draw- 
ing up  the  Bill,  said:  “We  have 
probably  had  an  over-compas- 
sionate attitude  to  non-perfor- 
mance over  the  years.  If  the 
civil  servants  put  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  dismissal,  then  we 
would  probably  let  them  sit 
there  for  20  years  until  they 
were  ready  to  retire  at  65." 

The  BUI  allows  for  the 
replacement  of  government 
department  secretaries  by  sec- 
retaries general,  who,  for  the 
first  rime,  will  be  given  re- 
sponsibility for  achieving  spe- 
cific policy  targets  set  by 
ministers.  Secretaries  will  be 
able  to  hire  and  fire  employ- 
ees. The  Government  will  only 
be  involved  in  the  firing  of 
very  senior  servants. 

But  the  proposed  changes 
are  viewed  sceptically  by  for- 
mer employees  such  as  the  70- 
year-old  playwright  Hugh 
Leonard.  He  spent  14  years 
until  1959  shuffling  papers  in 
the  civil  service.  Still  holding 
"a  black  affection"  for  the  civil 
service,  he  said:  “Mine  was  the 
rivil  service  from  hell.  It  was 
depressing,  full  of  petty  tyran- 
ny. But  once  a rivil  servant 
always  a civil  servant  I do  not 
hold  out  much  hope  of  a new 
dawn." 
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Boil  water 


warning  is 
extended  to 


more  homes 


More  householders  were  told 
yesterday  to  bail  their  water 
after  an  infection  caused  by  a 
microscopic  parasite  in  tap 
water  extended  to  new  areas. 
Three  Valleys  Water,  which 
has  already  alerted  300.000 
people  in  Hertfordshire  and 
north  London  to  the  problem, 
issued  warnings  to  a further 
25,000  people  in  parts  of  Lu- 
ton, Dunstable  and  Houghton 
Regis,  Bedfordshire. 


Tanker  pledge 


The  changing  of  the  guard  on  the  newly  cleared  Horse  Guards  Parade  yesterday,  and  below,  how  the  area  looked  when  parking  for  hundreds  of  cars  was  permitted 


Bashed  square  back  on 
parade  fit  for  a king 


Messer  UK,  a transport  com- 
pany that  has  been  using  the 
same  vehicles  to  -supply  car- 
bon dioxide  to  Scottish 
Nuclear  and  food  and  drinks 
companies,  has  agreed  to  use 
separate  tankers  after  fears  of 
possible  contamination  in  a 
radioactive  leak  last  month. 


By  Alan  Hamilton 


THERE  are  no  parked  cars  in 
Canaletto's  depiction  of 
Horse  Guards  Parade  Now, 
for  the  fust  time  since  1916. 
the  great  national  parade 
ground  behind  Whitehall  has 
been  returned  to  how  it  was 
when  the  artist  saw  it  soon 
after  Charles  II  built  it  as  the 
mustering  ground  for  his 
newly-raised  Life  Guards. 

As  part  of  a El  million 
improvement  scheme,  the  pa- 
rade ground  has  been  deared 
of  clutter  and  visually  round- 
ed with  St  James's  Park:  the 
black  Tarmac  road  that  sepa- 
rates them  has  been  covered 
in  golden  gravel  to  create  one 
continuous  vista,  as  the  King 
intended. 

But  more  importantly,  up 


to  150  government  ministers, 
civil  servants  and  political 
journalists  working  unsocial 
hours  who  had  permits  to 
park  on  the  parade  have  been 
banished  to  the  north  side  of 
The  Mall,  and  no  parking  of 
any  kind  will  be  allowed  to 
spoil  the  view  from  Horse 
Guards  Arch.  All  that  re- 
mains of  modern  duller  is  a 
Royal  Parks  police  box. 

The  parade  ground  is 
bounded  on  one  side  by  die 
Old  Admiralty,  which  houses 
some  Foreign  and  Common- 
wealth Office  departments, 
and  on  the  other  by  the  high 
garden  wall  of  10  and  1! 
Downing  Street  Officials 
would  not  discuss  security 
yesterday,  but  the  Depart- 


ment of  National  Heritage 
said:  “You  may  be  assured 
that  the  area  will  be  policed." 

Clearing  Horse  Guards  has 
the  backing  of  World  Squares 
For  All,  a consultation  group 
headed  by  Sir  Norman  Fos- 
ter, die  architect  which  is 
looking  at  ways  to  improve 
squares  in  Westminster,  in- 
cluding pedestrianising  Tra- 
falgar Square  in  front  of  the 
National  Gallery,  and  part  of 
Parliament  * Square.  How- 
ever. the  group  concedes  that 
diverting  the  large  volume  of 
traffic  could  be  a headache  in 
both  cases. 

Virginia  Bottomley,  the 
National  Heritage  Secretary, 
said  yesterday  that  26  million 
tourists  visited  the  United 


Car  dragged  PC 


PC  Craig  Key,  36,  suffered 
cuts  and  bruising  after  being 
dragged  for  a mile  behind  a 
car  at  up  to  60m ph  in  Sutton 
Coldfield,  Birmingham.  He 
was  attacked  by  five  car 
thieves  when  his  alsarian  bit 
one  of  them.  Four  youths  were 
later  arrested. 


Kingdom  in  1996:  “Our  great 
heritage  attractions  are  one  of 
die  main  reasons  why  people 
come  here.  Now  Horse 
Guards  Parade  can  take  its 
proper  place  as  a heritage 
showpiece." 

Opening  up  the  parade  is  in 
line  with  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Royal  Parks 
review  group,  which  also 
favours  the  pedestrianisation 


of  the  Buckingham  Palace 
frontage.  Dame  Jennifer  Jen- 
kins, die  group's  chairwom- 
an. said  yesterday:  “We  are 
pleased  that  another  step  has 
been  taken  to  enable  people 
to  walk  with  greater  safety 
and  comfort  in  die  parks  and 
their  surroundings." 

Horse  Guards  is  the  nat- 
ional parade  ground,  used  for 
the  Trooping  the  Colour  cere- 


mony on  the  Queen's  official 
birthday  in  June,  Beating 
Retreat  ceremonies  during 
the  summer,  a daily  changing 
of  the  guard,  and  the  formal 
reception  of  heads  of  the  state. 
The  first  benefidaiy  of  the 
improved  surrounding  was 
President  Ezer  .Weizman  of 
Israel  who  was  received  by 
the  Queen  there  at  the  start  of 
his  state  visit  last  week. 


School  bus  injuiy 


A girl  on  her  way  home  on  a 
school  bus  fell  through  a win- 
dow and  was  left  dangling  by 
her  ankle.  Stephanie  Murphy. 
14,  of  Ashton-under-Lyme, 
Tameside,  broke  her  ankle 
and  injured  her  back,  should- 
er and  rib.  The  bus  firm's 
contract  was  suspended. 


Glimmer  of  hope 


Bittersweet  remedy  is  equal  of  drugs  for  sore  throat 


By  Jeremy  Laurance 

HEALTH  CORRESPONDENT 


HOT  drinks  of  honey  and  lemon,  or  a 
similar  remedy,  will  ease  a sore 
throat  as  quickly  as  a course  of 
antibiotics,  a study  has  found.  Pre- 
scribing antibiotics  makes  no- differ- 
ence to  the  speed  with  which  patients 
recover  and  should  be  avoided  by 
doctors  in  aJJ  but  severe  illnesses, 
according  to  researchers  at  the 
University  of  Southampton. 

A trial  of  716  patients  compared 
three  groups:  those  given  a ten-day 


prescription  for  antibiotics;  those 
given  a prescription  to  start  after 
three  days;  and  those  given  no 
prescription.  All  got  better  equally 
quickly. 

By  day  three,  about  a third  of  the 
patients  in  each  group  were  better; 
two  thirds  of  those  whose  prescrip- 
tion was  due  to  start  then  did  not 
bother  using  it.  There  was  no 
significant  difference  in  the  length  of 
illness  or  days  off  work  or  sdiool 
among  the  groups. 

However,  those  patients  who  re- 
ceived antibiotics  immediately  were 


more  convinced  about  their  effective- 
ness and  were  more  likely  to  say  they 
would  consult  the  doctor  again  for  a 
sore  throat  in  the  future.  In  fad, 
evidence  shows  that  antibiotics  in- 
crease die  recurrence  of  infection  by 
altering  the  bacteria  in  the  throat  and 
limiting  the  development  of  natural 
immunity. 

Dr  Paul  little  and  colleagues  say 
in  the  British  Medical  Jouma]  that 
giving  an  immediate  prescription 
encourages  the  medicalisation  of  a 
self-limiting  illness  (one  that  will  get 
better  without  treatment)  without 


affecting  its  course.  Many  patients  go 
to  their  GP  to  legitimise  their  illness, 
either  for  work  or  family  and  friends. 

The  study  also  found  that  patients 
who  were  more  satisfied  recovered 
more  quickly  and  that  satisfaction 
related  to  how  well  the  doctor  dealt 
with  the  patients’  concerns. 

Dr  Little  said:  “I  am  afraid  it  is  true 
that  for  people  who  are  moderately  ill 
with  sore  throats  it  doesn't  make  any 
difference  what  they  take.  The  mess- 
age for  doctors  is  that  it  is  well  worth 
exploring  the  patients'  concerns 
because  that  is  likely  to  improve 


satisfaction,  and  the  more  satisfied 
patients  are.  the  quicker  they  get 
betier." 

□ Antibiotics  are  ineffective  in  treat- 
ing acute  sinusitis  according  to  a 
study  of  214  patients  reported  in  The 
Lancet . Researchers  at  St  Elizabeth 
Hospital  in  Tilburg.  The  Nether- 
lands. compared  two  groups  of 
patients  whose  inflamed  sinuses  had 
been  confirmed  by  X-ray.  One  was 
given  antibiotics  and  the  other  a 
placebo;  There  was  no  difference  in 
the  speed  of  recovery  or  the  number 
of  relapses  one  year  after  treatment 


Plans  for  a bypass  that  would 
have  destroyed  a significant 
colony  of  the  rare  glow-worm 
have  been  postponed.  Glouc- 
estershire County  Council  is  to 
suspend  a derision  on  the 
Tewkesbury  bypass  until  an 
18-month  study  of  options  has 
been  completed. 


Lewis  in  London 


The  American  comic  Jerry 
Lewis  is  to  make  his  West  End 
debut  at  die  age  of  70.  He  will 
play  the  lead  in  Damn  Yan- 
kees, which  opens  at  the 
Adelphi  Theatre  in  June.  He 
has  already  appeared  in  the 
musical  on  Broadway  and  on 
an  American  tour. 
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I want  more  flexible  communications 


I leant  to  send  information  faster 


I want  to  reduce  my  hills 
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Essence  of  freedom 


From  as  little  as  £199*  to  set  up 

BTs  ISDN  service  can  help  give  your  business  a competitive  edge, 
enabling  you  to  access  the  Internet,  send  and  receive  information, 
e-mail,  and  do  so  much  more.  And  with  its  twin  digital  lines  you 
can  perform  any  of  these  tasks  at  the  same  time.  Because  its 
digital,  ISDN,  sends  information  up  to  four  times  faster  than  an 
ordinary  telephone  line,  and  because  calls  are  charged  at  the 
same  ratet,  this  means  much  cheaper  call  bills  for  your  business. 
Call  BT  Rusines&connectious  on  Freefone  0800  800  800. 
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Coel  urosauravus 

An  old 
reptile 
wins  over 
new  fans 

By  NigelHawkes 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 

THE  oddest  flying  reptile 
spread  its  wings  like  a Can, 
gliding  from  tree  to  tree 
IOO  minion  years  before 
die  first  bird.  Recently 
discovered  fossils  of  the 
Coehtrosauruvus  jaekeli 
have  shown  that  the  foot- 
long  creature  had  a glid- 
ing apparatus  unlike  that 
of  any  other  animal. 

The  hollow  bones  that 
strengthened  its  wings 
formed  in  the  skin  and 
were  not  attached  to  any 
other  part  of  the  skeleton. 
It  could  not  flapits  wings, 
but  used  them  to  glide  at 
up  to  30mpb. 

A team  from  the  State 
Museum  of  Natural  Hist- 
ory in  Karlsruhe.  Ger- 
many and  the  Royal 
Ontario  Museum  in  To- 
ronto. Canada,  report  m 
Science  that  new  speci- 
mens collected  by  ama- 
teur fossil-hunters  from 
the  spoQ  tips  of  aban- 
doned copper  mines  in 
the  state  of  Hesse,  central 
Germany,  have  at  last 
clarified  the  anatomy  of 
the  reptile. 

The  first  specimens 
were  found  in  1910  by  a 
miner,  who  labelled  it 
^flying  reptile”.  He  sold  it 
to  the  palaeontologist 
Otto  JadceL  who  thought 
it  so  improbable  that  he 
concluded  the  wing  ribs 
were  the  fin  rays  of  a fish 
superimposed  on  the  rep- 
tile, and  removed  them. 
But  farther  specimens  lat- 
er proved  the  miner  had 
been  right  - : . 


‘The  Victorians  went  to  stare  at  the  animals.  That  is  no  longer  enough  today’ 

Substandard  zoos  face  closure  under  Labour 


Bv  Nick  Nuttau.  environment  correspondent 


A NUMBER  of  zoos  face 
closure  under  a Labour  gov- 
ernment, it  was  disclosed  yes- 
terday. Elliot  Morley.  the 
Opposition  spokesman  on  ani- 
mal welfare,  said  regulations 
would  be  introduced  id  drive 
up  standards  at  zoos  and 
wildlife  parks. 

The  stricter  controls  have 
the  backing  of  the  Federation 
i Of  Zoological  Gardens  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
whose  members  include 
London.  Chester,  Bristol  and 
Edinburgh  zoos.  In  addition, 
the  import  of  some  species, 
such  as  polar  bears,  which 
research  indicates  suffer  psy- 
chologically in  captivity,  may 
be  banned.  “I  do  not  think  zoos 
will  be  keeping  some  species 
when  the  last  ones  in  captivity 
die,"  Mr  Morley  said. 

The  Labour  spokesman  told 
a meeting  at  London  Zoo  that 
instead  of  being  merely  money 
raising  ventures,  zoos  of  all 
sizes  would  have  to  meet 
modern  standards  on  welfare, 
education,  science  and  conser- 
vation. “Zoos  were  set  up  in 
Victorian  times  to  exhibit  ani- 
mals as  novelties  where 
people  came  to  stare.  That  was 
enough  then  but  is  no  longer 
enough  today." 

Mr  Morley  said  that  some 
smaller,  zoos,  together  with 


Moriey  and  eagle  owl 
at  London  Zoo:  seeking 
- anraising  of  standards 


those  at  theme  parks,  had  not 
made  the  transition  bum  side 
show  to  the  sophistication 
demanded  by  the  public, 
which  would  also  be  required 
by  Labour.  A Labour  govern- 
ment would  set  up  a Captive 
Animal  Welfare  Council,  mir- 
roring the  existing  Farm  Ani- 
mal Welfare  Council,  which 
maintains  standards  in  agri- 
culture. to  draft  minimum 
standards  and  to  enforce 
them,  he  said, 

There  would  also  be  an 
independent  assessment  of  the 
Zoo  Licensing  Act,  which  cov- 
ers anyone  wishing  to  show 
animals  to  the  public.  The  Act 
mainly  concerns  health  and 
safety  issues,  rather  than  the 
wider  issues  of  welfare,  re- 
search. education  and  conser- 
vation. "The  Act  is  fairly 
limited."  Mr  Morley  said.  “It 
is  also  applied  by  local  au- 
thorities with  disparate  stan- 
dards. A zoo  council,  with  a 
director-general,  will  lay 
down  uniform  standards  na- 
tionally and  each  zoo  will  have 
a mission  statement." 

He  conceded  that  some  zoos 
wirh  shoddy  standards,  insuf- 
ficient vision,  or  funds  to  raise 
standards,  would  be  under 
threat.  "It  is  likely  some  will 
have  to  dose."  Mr  Morley,  a 
former  council  member  of  the 
Royal  Society  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Birds.  said  a Labour 
government  would  consider 
setting  up  a dosure  fund  for 
relocating  animals  at  zoos  that 
were  dosed. 

He  also  pledged  Labour 
support  for  an  EU-Jed  Zoo 
Directive,  which  is  backed  by 
the  federation  and  by  anti-zoo 
groups  such  as  Zoo  Check  and 
the  Bom  Free  Foundation,  co- 
founded by  the  actress  Virgin- 
ia McKenna.  The  directive 
would  set  minimum  stan- 
dards across  the  EU. 

Mr  Morley  said  he  had 
visited,  offidally  and  incogni- 
to. a dozen  zoos  in  Britain 
before  formulating  Labour’s 
strategy  and  had  been  both 
gratified  and  appalled  by  the 
varying  standards  he  had 
seen.  He  contrasted  the  poorer 
establishments  with  a small 
zoo  at  Alfriston,  East  Sussex, 
called  Drusillas.  “It  is  a small 
200,  with  a small  number  of 
animals  and  with  not  a great 
deal  of  money.  But  it  is  doing 
great  and  very  positive  work 
with  children." 

Ms  McKenna  said:  “We 
welcome  die  important  steps 


Children  can  see  the  meerkals  at  dose  quarters  through  a transparent  dome  in  their  enclosure  at  Drusillas,  where  they  learn  through  play 


proposed  by  the  Labour  Party. 
1 particularity  applaud  the 
independent  assessment  of  the 
Zoo  Licensing  Act,  the  estab- 
lishment of  a Captive  Animal 
Council,  the  commitment  to  a 
European  Zoo  Directive  and 
the  possible  establishment  of  a 
guaranteed  closure  fond.  I feel 
that  zoo  animals  are  starting 
to  get  the  consideration  they 
deserve." 

A spokesman  for  the  federa- 
tion said  it  was  less  confident 
that  Labour  could  secure 
Europe-wide  laws  on  zoo  stan- 
dards. The  plan,  which  could 
have  led  to  snoddy  zoos  across 
Europe  being  dosed,  is  expect- 
ed to  come  before  the  Euro- 
pean Commission  in  May, 
However,  the  proposals  have 
been  watered  down  into  a 
recommendation,  which 
would  allow  national  govern- 
ments to  ignore  them.  Mr 
Morley  said  Labour  would 
press  for  the  recommendation 
to  be  upgraded  to  a directive 
during  the  British  presidency 
of  the  EU  in  1998. 
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THERE  are  around  300 
zoos  in  Britain,  ranging 
from  the  flagship  establish- 
ments such  as  London  to 
small  collections  of  owls, 
birds  of  prey  or  even  b inter- 
files. Any  collection  of  wild, 
as  opposed  to  domestic 
animals,  that  is  shown  to 
the  public  for  more  than 
seven  days  a year  is  consid- 
ered a zoo,  as  arc  aquaria 
such  as  sea  life  centres. 
Some  60  zoos  are  members 
of  the  Federation  of  Zoolog- 
ical Gardens  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland  and  abide 
by  its  guidelines.  The 
federation  was  set  op  in 
1966  by  several  zoological 
societies  amid  concern  that 
die  growing  animal  welfare 
movement  might  damage 
their  future  by  securing 
unbalanced,  anti-zoo  legis- 
lation. It  set  standards  of 
welfare  and  inspected  mem- 
bers to  ensure  they  were 
maintained. 


It’s  cool  to  be  a meerkat  in 
Drusillas’ model  world 


DRUSILLAS  zpo  nestles  in  a 
fold  of  tiie  South  Downs  near 
Alfriston.  East  Sussex,  and  is. 
according  to  Labour,  a model 
for  small  zoos  in  the  late  20th 
centmy. 

The  zoo  keeps  only  animals 
that  appear  to  thrive  in  captiv- 
ity and  their  enclosures  are 
designed  to  be  as  dose  to  an 
animal’s  natural  habitat  as  is 
practically  possible.  Kitty 
Ann.  one  of  the  zoo’s  directors, 
said  that  their  meerkals  lived 
in  sand,  deep  enough  to  bur- 
row, among  scrub  trees  mir- 
roring the  animals'  native 
habitat  in  South  Africa. 

Hie  philosophy  of  the  zoo  is 
that  young  visitors  not  only 
see  the  animals  but  team  to 
understand  where  they  live 
and  how  they  survive.  Chlld- 


By  Nick  Nuttall 

ren  gain  knowledge  through 
play  and  entertaining  practi- 
cal exercises. 

Next  to  the  meerkals’  enclo- 
sure is  another  sandpit  into 
which  the  children  can,  like 
the  animals,  burrow  as  if  be- 
ing chased  by  a predatory 
eagle.  The  children,  aged  up  to 
12,  emerge  at  the  centre  of  a 
clear  dome,  from  which  they 
can  see  the  real  animals 
around  them-  Near  the  Afri- 
can wild  cats  is  a pole.  "We  tell 
the  children  that  it  can  jump 
six  feet  to  catch  a bird.  So  how 
high  can  they  jump?"  Ms  Ann 
said. 

The  zoo,  which  has  a chil- 
dren's board  of  directors,  also 
uses  its  animals  to  teach 
young  people  about  the  envi- 
ronment Near  the  penguins' 


enclosure,  young  visitors  are 
dressed  in  flippers,  snorkels, 
and  fake  fur  coats,  and  are 
then  handed  a fishing  line.  ' 
Drusillas  has  200,000  visi- 
tors a year.  Ms  Ann  said  the 
most  popular  activity  was 
linked  to  the  beaver  collection 
and  involved  pulling  a rope 
with  levers  and  weights 
through  a hole.  “They  can  see 
how  much  pulling  power  a 
beaver  has  when  it  is  handling 
a log,  or  a fox  When  ft  is 
attaddng  a rabbit" 

The  zoo  is  planning  an 
exhibition  about  North  Ameri- 
can Indians  this  year.  Child- 
ren will  not  only  learn  about 
Indian  culture  but  how  differ- 
ent animals,  such  as  the 
buffalo,  the  beaver  and  the 
salmon,  shaped  tribal  lives. 


With  a TSB  fixed  rate 
mortgage  you  won’t  have  to 
worry  who  moves  in. 


The  uncertainty  around  election  time 
can  lead  to  changing  interest  rates , 
which  means  the  amount  you  pay  on 
your  mortgage  each  month  can  become 

unpredictable . 

Taking  out  a TSB  fixed  rate  mortgage 
guarantees  that  your  monthly  interest 
payments  remain  constant,  making  it.  easier 


for  you  to  plan  your  budget. 

Call  TSB  PhoneBank  free  ok  the 
number  below  or  calf  into  your  local 
branch  for  a quotation. 

And  give  yourself  some  peace  of  mind 
for  the  unforseeable  future. 
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Howard 
cleared 
of  bribe 
slur 


By  Arthur  Leathley 


MICHAEL  HOWARD, 
the  Home  Secretary,  was 
cleared  yesterday  of  ac- 
cepting a EL5  million  bribe 
to  open  an  inquiry  into 
Mohamed  A1  Fayed’s  take- 
over of  House  of  Fraser. 

A four-month  Commons 
investigation  rejected  the 
allegation,  which  was 
made  by  Mr  Al  Fayed, 
chairman  of  Harrods,  in 
his  long-running  feud  with 
Tiny  Rowland,  former 
chief  executive  of  Lonrho. 

Sir  Gordon  Downey,  the 
Parliamentary  Commis- 
sioner for  Standards,  inter- 
viewed 27  witnesses  and 
examined  1.600  pages  of 
evidence,  including  details 
of  Mr  Howard's  bank 
accounts  to  discover 
whether  the  minister  had 
unexplained  income.  Sir 
Gordon  concluded  that  the 
allegation,  relating  to  Mr 
Howard's  time  as  Corpo- 
rate Affairs  Minister, 
should  be  “authoritatively 
and  publicly  dismissed”. 

He  questioned  Mr  AJ 
Fayed's  motives,  saying 
that  his  version  of  the  truth 
in  this  case  appeared  to 
have  been  distorted  by 
emotion.  “He  is  believing 
what  he  wants  to  believe.” 

Mr  Al  Fayed,  an  Egyp- 
tian-born businessman, 
has  fought  an  expensive 
campaign  to  try  to  prove 
that  Mr  Howard  is  behind 
repeated  refusals  to  grant 
him  British  citizenship. 


Cook  tells  Europe: 
I’m  here  to  prepare 
for  government 


TUP  TIMES  FRIDAY  MARCH  7 1997 

Labour  to  make 
the  best  of  uneasy 
peace  in  Scotland 


From  Charles  Bremner  in  Brussels  and  Jill  Sherman 


LABOUR'S  “government-in- 
waiting”  is  preparing  to  lift 
several  British  veto  threats  to 
a revamped  Maastricht  treaty 
and  expects  to  agree  a new  text 
with  other  EU  states  before 
the  Amsterdam  summit  in 
June,  Robin  Cook  said 
yesterday. 

Projecting  himself  as  the 
next  Foreign  Secretary,  Mr 
Cook  said  that  Labour  was 
ready  for  swift  action  to  re- 
move obstacles  laid  by  Tory 
ministers  at  the  intergovern- 
mental conference  (IGQ, 
which  is  revising  the  treaty. 
But  he  said  that  Labour  would 
insist  on  a measure  allowing 
Britain  to  keep  passport  con- 
trols while  the  rest  of  the  EU 
pursued  an  open-frontier 
policy. 

Mr  Cook,  who  was  in 
Brussels  for  Talks  with  Jacques 
Santer,  President  of  the  EU 
Commission,  also  said  he  was 
bewildered  by  suggestions 
that  his  prediction  on  Tuesday 
of  a “Labour  landslide”  risked 
damaging  the  party’s  pros- 
pects.Tony  Blair  responded  to 
the  Shadow  Foreign  Secre- 
tary’s remarks  with  a warning 
against  complacency  that  was 
seen  as  a tacit  rebuke. 

The  Labour  leader  said  that 
Mr  Cook,  who  was  speaking 
at  a party  to  mark  the  60th 
anniversary  of  Tribune,  was 
simply  referring  to  the  “sense 
of  hope  and  excitement”  in  the 
party.  Appearing  on  Granada 


TV’s  This  Morning,  Mr  Blair 
said:  “If  you  take  people  for 
granted,  they  very  quickly 
remind  you  who  is  boss.  We 
take  nothing  for  granted.  This 
has  been  a patient  rebuilding 
of  the  Labour  Party  as  the  new 
Labour  Party.  We  take  our 
responsibility  very  seriously.” 

But  Mr  Cook  was  unfazed 
by  Mr  Blair's  remarks  and 
denied  that  he  was  being 
prematurely  triumphal.  “I  am 
here  this  afternoon  preparing 
for  government"  he  said.  “1 
am  left  bewildered  at  the 
suggestion  that  because  the 
Opposition  is  preparing  for 
government  it  is  therefore 
being  too  cocky.  I think  that 
the  Opposition  would  be  per- 
fectly fairly  criticised  and  con- 
demned if  it  was  failing  to 
prepare  for  government." 

Setting  out  Labour's  agenda 
for  a constructive  approach  to 
Europe,  Mr  Cook  said  that  the 
Government  had  trapped  it- 
self into  constantly  heckling 
from  the  sidelines.  “We  want 
to  gel  Britain  playing  a lead- 
ing role." 

He  said  it  was  curious  that 
Malcolm  Rifkind.  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  and  a Scotsman, 
had  taken  to  preaching  Eng- 
lish nationalism  in  Europe. 
The  Tories  had  “sprayed 
promises  tn  veto  the  IGC 
around  every  difficult  issue" 
and  no-one  in  Europe  took 
them  seriously.  Labour  would 
lift  the  Government’s  threat  to 


block  the  IGC  unless  it  won  an 
exemption  from  the  48-hour 
week  directive.  Labour  sup- 
ported the  law  and  would  also 
sign  up  to  the  social  chapter, 
bringing  it  inside  the  treaty. 
The  chapter  was  kept  as  a 
protocol  as  a way  of  enabling 
Britain  to  opt  out.  Unlike  the 
Tories,  a Labour  government 
would  also  back  the  insertion 
of  an  “employment  chapter"  in 
the  new  treaty’,  a scheme 
backed  by  most  other  member 
states. 

Mr  Cook  implied  that  Lab- 
our would  press  outside  the 
IGC  for  a solution  to  the 
dispute  over  “quota-hopping” 
by  foreign  fishing  fleets.  The 
Government  says  it  will  block 
the  IGC  unless  the  practice  is 
ended. 

He  confirmed  Labour's  plan 
to  allow  laws  to  be  passed  by 
majority  vote  rather  than  una- 
nimity in  more  areas,  includ- 
ing policy  over  regional  funds 
and  agriculture.  The  Govern- 
ment is  refusing  Go  contem- 
plate any  dilution  of  the  veto. 

Labour  would,  however, 
refuse  to  abandon  the  veto  in 
key  fields  such  as  taxation, 
treaty  reform  and  other  areas 
of  vital  national  interest.  In 
return.  Britain  would  expect  a 
heavier  voting  weight  in  the 
European  council. 

The  party  remained  open- 
minded  about  plans  for  “flexi- 
bility” the  jaraon  for  a system 
that  would  allow  Britain  or 


other  states  effectively  to  opr 
out  of  new  common  policies. 
Last  month  Mr  Blair  said  he 
apposed  any  flexibility  ar- 
rangement that  could  be  used 
to  sideline  Britain. 

Beyond  the  IGC.  Mr  Cbok 
said  he  was  preparing  inten- 
sively for  Britain's  turn  in  the 
EU  presidency  in  the  first  half 
of  next  year.  The  priorities 
would  be  bolstering  the  single 
market  and  opening  the  EU  to 
the  new  democracies  of  central 
and  eastern  Europe  and 
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Cyprus.  “History  will  judge  us 
very  harshly  indeed  if  we  fail 
these  countries." 

The  British  presidency  will 
see  the  selection  of  countries 
qualified  to  launch  monetary 
union.  Mr  Cook  said  there 
was  a 50-50  chance  that  EMU 
would  go  ahead  on  time  in 
1099,  but  he  would  not  be 
drawn  on  the  prospects  of 
British  membership  under  a 
Labour  government. 


Leading  article,  page  21 


TONY  BLAIR  will  address  the 
Scottish  Labour  Puny  confer- 
ence today  after  an  eleventn- 
hour  deal  to  settle  a dispute 
that  threatened  to  upset  the 
election  campaign.  . 

The  Labour  leadership  has 
called  off  an  aggressive  take- 
over of  the  the  Scottish  Execu- 
tive  Committee  by  with- 
drawing the  two  candidates  it 
was  backing  for  the  postsof 
chairman  and  treasurer.  The 
nominations  had  met  strong 
opposition. 

An  uneasy-  peace  has  now 
been  established,  which  is 
being  exploited  by  the  confer- 
ence organisers,  who  are 
stage-managing  the  Inverness 
event  with  minute  precision. 
All  the  delegates,  who  began 
arrving  yesterday,  are  expect- 
ed to  toe  the  party  line. 

The  leadership's  withdraw- 
al of  Sylvia  Tudhope,  a nomi- 
nee of  the  engineering  union, 
as  chairman,  and  Jim  Stevens, 
an  economist  and  outspoken 
sceptic  on  some  aspects  of 
devolution,  as  treasurer,  is 
being  seen  as  a big  concession 
by  the  old  Labour  pro-devolu- 
tion faction.  It  means  that  the 
two  remaining  candidates, 
Jackie  Baillie,  the  present  vice- 
chairman.  and  Bob  Thomp- 
son. the  treasurer,  will  be 
elected  unopposed.’ 

The  two  posts  are  particu- 
larly significant  as  the  holders 
will  have  an  important  say  in 
choosing  Labour  candidates 
for  a Scottish  parliament  and 
will  help  to  determine  the 
leadership's  attitude  to  a refer- 
endum on  devolution.  Mr 


outspoken  during  Mr  Blair’s 
decision  last  June  to  hold  a 
nvtMjuestion  referendum  tin 
Scotiand.  The  Scottish  execu- 
tive finally  backed  the  propos- 
al for  a referendum,  including 
a separate  vote  on  tax-raising 
powers,  after  a tense  meeting 
with  Mr  Blair.  But  the  man- 
ner of  the  deal  provoked  anger 
and  in-fighting.  The  most 
recent  attempt  to  stage  a 
Blairite  takeover  of  the  execu- 
tive was  the  last  straw  and 
many  felt  that  a dimbdown 
was  inevitable. 

The  ructions  are  unlikely  to 
spread  to  the  conference  floor 
today  or  tomorrow.  Scottish 
Labour  offidals  are  now  ex- 
pert in  spin-doctoring  and 
controlling  unruly  delegates. 
They  sport  sharp  suits  and 
mobile  phones  and  are  far 
removed  from  the  trade  union- 
backed  offidals  who  ran  the 
party  in  the  past. 

In  an  effort  to  ensure  that 
nothing  detracts  from  the 
leader’s  speech,  no  other 
Shadow  Cabinet  member  will 
speak  today  and  debates  will 
be  limited  to  about  ten  min- 
utes each.  On  Saturday.  Robin 
Cook  and  Gordon  Brown  will 
address  the  conference. 

Even  so.  Mr  Blair  will  be 
acutely  aware  that  his  person- 
al stock  remains  iow  in  Scot- 
land. where  a poll  lasr  year 
showed  that  to  many  voters  he 
appears  false  and  untrustwor- 
thy. This  week.  System  Three 
poll  for  The  Herald  showed 
Labour  down  six  points  at  46 
per  cent. 


Parties’  report  heralds 
progressive  alliance 
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The  foundations  for  a 
sweeping  programme 
of  constitutional  re- 
form have  now  been  put  in 
place.  Their  ambitious  scope 
is  underlined  by  this  week’s 
report  of.  the  joint  Labour 
and  Liberal  Democrat  con- 
sultative committee.  The  pro- 
posals cover  much  more  than 
the  distant  possibility  of  elec- 
toral reform,  or  even  devolu- 
tion. which  have  so  far 
attracted  most  attention. 

The  IS-page  report  sets  out 
an  agreed  programme  on 
incorporation  of  the  Euro- 
pean Convention  of  Human 
Rights  (along  the  lines  of 
Lord  Lester's  current  Bill  in 
the  Lords),  a freedom  of 
information  .Act  (though  with 
important  exclusions  on  poli- 
cy advice  to  ministers),  an 
independent  national  statisti- 
cal service,  directly  elected 
legislatures  in  Scotiand  and 
Wales,  an  elected  strategic 
authority  in  London  and  a 
stage-by-stage  approach  to 
devolution  in  the  English 
regions,  a commission  on  a 
voting  system  for  Westmin- 
ster to  be  appointed  early  in 
the  next  Parliament  and  to 
report  within  12  months,  a 
proportional  system  of  voting 
based  on  regional  lists  for  the 
European  Parliament,  far- 
reaching  changes  in  the  pro- 
cedures of  the  Commons, 
ending  the  right  of  hereditary 
peers  to  sit  and  vote  in  the 
Lords  (as  the  first  stage  of  a 
“process  of  reform')  and  leg- 
islation to  give  legal  force  to 
the  civil  service  rode  of  con- 
duct. Pbewf  There  is  enough 
here  to  keep  Parliament  fully 
occupied  for  several  sessions. 


mg  the  role  of  select  commit- 
tees, shaking  up  Prime  Min- 
ister's Questions  and 
strengthening  government 
accountability  (in  practice, 
budding  on  what  has  hap- 
pened in  the  past  five  years). 
Achieving  even  some  of  these 
aims  would  have  a vast  im- 
pact on  the  workings  of 
Parliament 

However,  the  report  does 
not  touch  on  the  sensitive 
matter  of  the  treatment  of 
constitutional  Bills  and 
whether  some  of  their  com- 
mittee stages  should  be  taken 
off  the  floor  of  the  House,  to 
reduce  the  problem  of  parlia- 
mentary indigestion.  Similar- 
ly, there  is  no  discussion  of 
the  West  Lothian  question 
and  the  number  of  Scottish 
MPs  at  Westminster  follow- 
ing devolution.  These  will  all 


be  crucial  in  the  parliamenta- 
ry debates  on  the  Bills. 

The  report  does,  however, 
bind  the  Liberal  Democrats 
in  to  the  Labour  constitution- 
al programme.  For  instance; 
while  die  Liberal  Democrats 
disagree  with  Labour's  pro- 
posals for  pre-legislative  ref- 
erendums.  and  in  particular 
with  die  second  question  In 
Scotland  about  tax-raising 
powers,  “they  would  not  seek 
to  frustrate  or  delay  the 
referendum  legislation”  and 
both  parties  “would  cam- 
paign strongly  for  a positive 
outcome”  This  is  likely  to  be 
the  extent  of  co-operation  in 
the  early  stages  of  a Parlia-_ 
menu  Talk  of  a merger  or 
formal  deals  is  not  on  the. 
agenda:  both  parties  are  too 
wary  of  each  other.  But  this 
week's  report  is  an  important 
stage  in  creating  a new  pro- 
gressive alliance. 


Peter  Riddell 


Many  questions  are 
begged  or  evaded. 
Apart  from  devolu- 
tion. there  is  no  indication  of 
priorities  or  timing.  On  some 
issues,  a new  government 
would  set  up  further  inqui- 
ries. notably  the  commission 
to  recommend  an  appropri- 
ate proportional  alternative 
to  the  first-past-the-post  sys- 
tem to  be  put  in  a later 
referendum  (at  an  indefinite 
future  date).  There  is  a suspi- 
cion that  this  is  pardy  a way  of 
delaying  tricky  derisions  for 
the  Labour  leadership,  but 
the  Liberal  Democrats  are 
pleased  that  the  commission's 

remit  is  specifically  to  find  a 
proportional  alternative  (no 
doubt  reflecting  Robin 
Cook's  views)  — though  I stiff 
believe  that  the  only  change 
acceptable  to  Labour  would 
be  the  single  constituency 
alternative  vote. 

The  proposed  special  com- 
mittee on  modernising  the 
House  of  Commons  (involv- 
ing the  Leader  and  Shadow 
Leader  of  the  Commons)  and 
joint  committee  of  both 
Houses  on  a long-term  plan 
for  a “democratic  and  repre- 
sentative second  chamber- 
arc  both  intended  to  establish 
as  wide  support  as  possible 
for  change  before  detailed 
proposals  are  put  forward.  In 
the  Commons.  (His  would 

cover  ways  of  improving  the 
scrutiny  of  legislation  and  of 
European  proposals,  enhanc- 
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Promises 

leave 

Moscow 

cold 


From  Rouin  Lodge 

IN  MOSCOW 


ANDREI  GUSEV,  58,  a 
Moscow  caretaker,  has 
heard  many  speeches  in 
his  time  from  many  lead- 
ers and  yesterday’s  perfor- 
mance by  President 
Yeltsin  did  little  to  im- 
press him. 

"Nothing  new”  was  his 
verdict.  “They  all  make  the 
same  promises,  hot  in  the 
end  the  ordinary  people 
like  me  just  keep  on 
getting  screwed." 

Mr  Gusev’s  views  were 
echoed  by  many  others 
yesterday  in  Moscow.  "He 
told  us  last  year  that 
pensioners  would  get 
their  money.  He  promised 
to  deal  with  crime,  but 
nothing  has  changed," 
said  Valentina  Davydova, 
a retired  schoolteacher. 
"Of  course,  he  has  been 
sick,  but  something 
should  have  been  done." 

"He  spoke  well,"  said 
Vladimir  PQyugin.  a busi- 
nessman. "But  we  will 
have  to  see  if  there  are  any 
results." 

Few  had  taken  the  trou- 
ble to  watch  the  state  of  the 
nation  address,  broadcast 
live  on  state  television. 
"What  did  I need  to  watch 
for?"  asked  Olga  Gorbun- 
ova. 22.  "1  know  what  he 
said:  everything  is  fine,  all 
problems  will  be  solved, 
we  are  building  democra- 
cy. Maybe  I will  watch  on 
the  news  tonight,  but  then, 
maybe  not" 

Those  that  did  see  the 
speech  agreed  that  Mr 
Yeltsin  looked  fit  and  ap- 
peared to  have  recovered 
a 11  his  old  vigour.  Even 
the  phlegmatic  Mr  Gusev 
agreed  that  he  had  been 
impressed  by  the  Presi- 
dent's recovery.  “We  are  a 
tough  people,  but  I must 
say  1 was  surprised.  When 
he  went  to  hospital  last 
time,  1 thought  that's  it. 
But  just  look  at  him." 

By  all  accounts,  the 
President  is  taking  his 
doctors'  advice  seriously, 
although  some  of  them 
have  described  him  as  “a 
difficult  patient",  and  his 
decision  to  make  a slow 
return  to  public  life  app- 
ears to  have  paid  off. 


Yeltsin  vows 
fresh  drive 


to  root  out 
corruption 


From  Richard  Beeston  in  Moscow 


PRESIDENT  Yeltsin  served 
notice  yesterday  that  he  was 
back  in  control  of  Russia  when 
he  delivered  a forceful  address 
pledging  to  shake  up  his 
Cabinet,  push  through  eco- 
nomic reforms  and  crack 
down  on  corrupt] ocl 

Afrer  eight  months  plagued 
by  illness,  the  Russian  leader 
appeared  finally  to  have  re- 
gained his  health,  when  he 
delivered  a 25-minute  speech 
in  commanding  style  to  a joint 
session  of  parliament. 

In  a brutally  honest  assess- 
ment of  the  state  of  the  nation, 
the  Kremlin  leader  described 
a country  where  officials  were 
corrupt,  workers  were  unpaid, 
the  military  was  crumbling 
and  relations  with  the  West 
were  reaching  a crisis  point. 

“Having  built  a new  polit- 
ical system,  we  have  stuck 
mid-way.”  he  said  in  the 
annual  address,  broadcast  live 
nationwide.  “We  have  left  the 
old  shore  but  we  are  flounder- 
ing in  a stream  of  problems. 
The  stream  is  carrying  us 
away  from  the  new  shore." 

He  saiu  one  of  his  first 
moves  to  rectify  the  situation 
would  to  reshuffle  the  Govern- 
ment and  bring  in  “competent, 
vigorous  people",  it  is  proba- 
ble that  Anatoli  Chubais,  the 
presidential  Chief  of  Staff,  will 
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Yeltsin  yesterday:  put 
emphasis  on  efficiency 


be  promoted  to  a new  post  in 
charge  of  the  economy  and 
that  Yegor  Gaidar,  the  liberal 
former  Prime  Minister,  may 
make  a comeback. 

“One  of  the  main  faults  of 
the  Russian  authorities  at  all 
levels  is  corruption."  the  Presi- 
dent said.  "It  provides  the 
spawning  ground  for  most 
economic  crimes.  We  should 
not  have  any  untouchable 
individuals.  1/  the  tracks  of  a 
crime  lead  to  high  office,  you 
must  act  resolutely  and  strictly 
in  accordance  with  law." 

He  also  drew  attention  to 
unpaid  wages  and  pensions, 
issues  which  he . vowed  to 
tackle  during  last  year’s  presi- 
dential election  campaign. 
Similarly,  he  promised  “fun- 
damental decisions"  to  push 
through  urgently  needed  re- 
forms in  the  armed  forces, 
which  have  been  left  to  col- 
lapse in  spite  of  repeated 
promises  to  turn  the  military 
into  a professional  force. 

One  of  the  most  urgent 
issues  on  President  Yeltsin’s 
agenda  is  Nato’s  planned  ex- 
pansion eastwards.  Yesterday 
the  Kremlin  leader  reiterated 
his  opposition  to  the  move  and 
warned  the  West  of  the  dan- 
gers of  isolating  Russia. 

For  most  Russians,  the  im- 
portance of  the  speech  was 
more  in  its  delivery  than  in  its 
contents.  Most  of  the  prob- 
lems raised  by  President 
Yeltsin  have  been  left 
unresolved. 

Of  more  immediate  interest 
was  the  fact  that  the  Russian 
leader  finally  appeared  ready 
to  resume  his  duties,  which 
were  effectively  suspended 
after  an  illness  last  July, 
followed  by  an  open  heart 
bypass  operation  in  Novem- 
ber and  finally  an  attack  of 
pneumonia  in  January. 

“I  saw  a tough  Yeltsin, 
exactly  the  man  we  adored  in 
1987,”  said  Yuri  Luzhkov,  the 
Mayor  of  Moscow  and  a 
Yeltsin  loyalist.  Gennadi 
Zyuganov,  the  Communist 
Party  leader,  described  the 
address  as  "miserable,  help- 
less buffoonery  without  any 
real  content". 
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Lech  Walesa  breaks  bread  with  fellow  strikers  at  the  Gdansk  shipyard  when  the  Solidarity  union 
was  bom  in  the  Eighties.  The  movement  shook  communism  and  marked  a European  turning  point 


Polish  crisis  looms  as  shipyard 
cradle  of  Solidarity  is  closed 


By  Roger  Boyes 


THE  axe  fell  yesterday  on  the 
Gdansk  shipyard,  birthplace . 
of  Poland's  Solidarity  revolu- 
tion and  site  of  one  of  Eu- 


rope's great  historic  turning 


points.  Workers  — most  of 
them  young  men  who  were 
infants  when  the  1980s  strike 
at  the  yard  fatally  weakened 
communism  in  the  Soviet  bloc 
— were  told  that  all  efforts  to 
save  the  financially  sick  enter- 
prise had  failed. 

“I  have  to  dismiss  every- 
one," said  Wieslaw  Szaj,  the 
official  receiver.  “From  today 
we  are  beginning  .the  process 
of  sacking  3JB00  workers." 
The  closure  of  the  yard  is  set 
to  provoke  a political  crisis. 
The  decision  to  declare  bank- 
ruptcy last  summer,  and  to 
dose  down  the  yard  now.  was 
taken  by  the  post-Communist 
Government 

As  Ear  as  the  workers  are 
concerned,  the  Government — 
though  calling  itself  Social 
Democrat—  has  Inherited  the 


prejudices  and  principles  of 
its  Soviet  bloc  forefathers. 
"Communist  pigs  — hands  off 
the  yard"  reads  the  banner 
strung  across  the  main 
entrance. 

Solidarity,  which  has  re- 
modelled itself  from  an  ortho- 
dox trade  union  into  the  most 
potent  force  in  the  Centre- 


to  lead  the  1980s  strikes  — and 
after  he  was  defeated  in  his 
attempt  to  win  a second  term 
as  Polish  President,  he  prom- 
ised to  return  to  his  job  as  an 
electrician.  He  did  return, 
though  only  for  a few  min- 
utes: long  enough  for  a photo 
opportunity  to  embarrass  the 
Government  into  awarding 


C Walesa  returned  for  a few  minutes; 
to  embarrass  the  Government  into 
awarding  him  a pension  5 


Right  of  Polish  politics,  will' 
take  up  the  cause  of  the  yard, 
and  unless  there  is  a last-, 
minute  rescue  it  is  likely  io 
radicalise  the  political  dimate 
ahead  of  general  elections  in 
the  autumn. 

The  most  famous  worker  in 
the  yard  was  Led)  Walesa  — 
who  clambered  over  the  fence 


him  a presidential  pension.  It 
is  not  dear  what  role  he  Mill 
play  in  fighting  for  the  yard. 
Certainly.' there  is  no  great 
love  of  him  in  the  workforce. 
Many  believe  that  he  has 
deserted  his  former  shipyard 
colleagues. 

The  Government  which 
Has  a 60  per  cent  stake,  says 


the  yard  has  been  bleeding 
subsidies.  It  also  argued  that 
dedaring  the  yard  bankrupt 
last  summer  was  not  an 
attempt  at  closure,  but  a way 
of  making  it  a more  attractive 
purchase  for  any  foreign  Inv- 
estors. 

A German  shipowner 
ordered  five  ships,  but  the 
Polish  PRO  bank  refused  to 
grant  a $100  million  (£62 
million)  loan  to  carry  out 
these  and  other  contracts.  The 
yard’s  debts  now  exceed  $136 
million  and  further  credit  has 
been  refused. 

□ Seoul:  Lech  Walesa  will 
lecture  as  an  honorary  profes- 
sor on  labour  relations  at 
Korea  University  twice  a year 
from  May.  school  officials 
said.  South  Korea  was  rocked 
by  three  weeks  of  nationwide 
strikes  in  December  and  Jan- 
uary. triggered  by  a new 
labour  law  that  made  mass 
layoffs  easier.  More  stop- 
pages are  threatened.  (AP) 


Uproar  as 
body  of 
forgotten 
girl  found 


From  Charles  Bremner 

IN  BRUSSELS 


BELGIANS  vented  tiwir  an- 
ger against  judirial  authorities 
yesterday  after  the  belated  dis- 
covery of  the  body  of  a tune- 
year-old  girl,  by  pohee 
investigating  child  murders. 

The  remains  of  Loubna 
Benaissa  were  found  in  a steel 
trunk  buried  among  car  parts 
ar  a filling  station  in  the 
Brussels  district  of  Ixelles, 
yards  from  the  supermarket 
where  she  disappeared  in 
1992.  Patrick  Derochette.  33. 
the  garage  owner’s  son  and  a 
convicted  child  molester,  had 
confessed  to  her  murder  and 
was  in  custody,  officials  said.  . 

Hundreds  of  people  laid 
white  flowers  and  candles  at 
the  site  as  the  media  and 
politicians  gave  vent  to  then- 
outrage  aver  the  authorities' 
failure  to  take  proper  action  - 
when  the  girl  vanished.  “Once 
again,  we  are  confronted  with 
lamentable  judicial  behav- 
iour," £e  Soir  said. 

Loubna  became  a house- 
hold name  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  August  arrest  of  Man: 
Dutroux.  the  paedophile  being 
held  on  suspicion  of  murder- 
ing four  girls  and  kidnapping 
at  least  two  others.  The  discov- 
ery of  her  remains  was  an- 
nounced by  Jean- Luc  De- 
haene.  the  Prime  Minister, 
whose  Government  has  been 
rocked  by  disclosures  of  police.  - 
bungling. 

A new  child-murder  team 
reopened  the  Loubna  investi- 
gation last  autumn  and  found, 
her  remains  after  a tip-off. 


Loubna:  remains  found 
buried  at  garage 


A BRILLIANT  NEW  EPF  LOAN  SCHEME 


MEANS  YOU  ‘SAVE  AS  YOU  PAY’! 


V 


- because  after  a. year  we  reduce  your  standard  repayment.  Then  again  after  the  next  year  - and  again 
and  again  until  the  interest  is  discounted  by  2%,  where  it  stays.  This  saving  means  that  after  budgeting  to 
afford  your  repayments  now,  you  will  be  more  comfortable  as  they  reduce  in  the  future. 
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An  affordable  interest 
rate  becomes  lower! 


DIRECT 


(12.6%  APR) 
Variable 


Yearl 


Year  2 


Year  3 


Year  4 


Year  5 


onwards.. 


E GRADUATED  Discount 


Our  standard  (variable)  rate  is  a fixed  margin  above  TSB  base 
rate,  and  this  differential  is  guaranteed  throughout  the  loan. 

Interest  charged  is  gradually  discounted  in  four  steps  of  %% 
per  year,  starting  on  the  1st  anniversary. 

Your  discount  gradually  increases  to  2%  off  our  standard  rate 
and  continues  for  the  duration  ot  the  loan  (provided  payments 
are  made  on  time  and  by  direct  debit). 

This  means  your  standard  repayments  are  gradually  reduced 
over  5 years,  saving  you  a considerable  amount... 


LOAN 


8 

c 

£ 
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The  illustration  (above)  and  table  (right)  assume  that  TSB  base  rate  remains  6.00%  throughout 
the  term  of  Hie  loan  and  that  you  qualify  for  the  discount  over  the  full  term  of  the  loan. 


10  Year  Term  (120  months) 

£5,000 

Amount  Bo 
£10,000 

rrowed 

£15,000 

£20,000 

Total  Repayments  - Standard 

£8,608.80 

£17,216.40 

£25,825.20 

£34432.80 

APR  (Variable) 

12.6% 

12.6% 

12.6% 

12.6% 

Total  Repayments  - Reducing* 

£8,195.64 

£16,390-20 

£24,586^8 

£32,781.96 

APR  (Variable) 

11.5% 

11.5% 

11.5% 

11.5% 

Total  Saving 

£413.16 

£826^0 

£1,238J52 

£1,65084 

Q. 
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Endeavour  Personal  Finance  Ltd 

P.O.  BOX  NO.  10147,  LONDON  N 1 4 6LE 

A MEMBER  OF  LLOYDS  TSB  GROUP 


X 


We  have  been  providing  secured  personal  loans  for  over  10  years 
and,  as  part  of  a major  financial  services  group , you  can  be 
assured  of  our  responsible  lending  and  first  class  personal  service . 


S 0500  373  373 

PHONE  FREE  TO  APPLY  - Any  day  8 am  to  10  pm 

We  will  need  your  address  (inc.  postcode)  and  some  other  simple  details  to  enable  us  to 
send  you  an  application  form  to  sign  and  return. 

QUOTE  REFERENCE  G7101 


I 


no  fees 


• no  callers  • no  interviews  • no  obligation  | 


CONDUCT  OF  A t-OAN  BY  TIMELY  DIRECT  DEBIT  REPAYMENTS.  IF  ANY  PAYMENT  IS  MISSED  THE  INTEREST  RATE  RETURNS  TO  THE  STANDARD 


AV^LABLE  T°  UK  MA1NL"AND  HOMEOWNERS,  IS  YEARS  AND  OVER.  SUBJECT  TO  STATUS.  WE  WILL  CONSIDER  APPLICATIONS  WITH  CCJ*«  (COUNTY  COURT  JU DOM ENtToH  FIRST  FOR  ™E  RE* 


RATE.  A NOMINAL  S*  ABOVE  TSB  BASE  RATE  FOR  Twc 

*TY  COURT  JUDGMENT!  OH  FIRST  M (Wtr,..  E REMAINING  PERIOD 


ClS-SaB  A SAVING  OF  Cl  ,B7S  OVER  THE  FULL  TERM.  INFORMATION  VQU  GIVE  MAY  BE  DISCLOSED  TO  A LICENSED  CREDIT  REFERENCE  AGENCY  WHICH  WILL  RETAIN  A REC<UoOF*TME  PErtSONA^  THE  'TOTAL.  RepAYAm^E  TO 

__  __  _ . _ . ' — — ON3  PROVIDED  ON  REQUEST. 


I 


YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECUREcToN  IT | 
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President  hosts  round-table  talks  with  Opposition  to  find  solution  for  Albanian  crisis 


Tirana  grants  truce 
to  let  rebels  hand 
over  looted  arms 


THE  Albanian  Government 
said  yesterday  that  army  oper- 
ations in  die  South  would  be 
suspended  from  this  mciming. 
and  declared  a two-day  am- 
nesty to  enable  citizens  and 
rebels  to  hand  back  weapons 
stolen  from  armouries  in  the 
past  week. 

Whether  the  measure  would 
have  a calming  effect  cm  the 
state  of  anarchy  was  undear. 
The  announcement  came  after 
five  hours  of  talks  between  the 
Opposition  and  Sali  Berisha. 
but  the  Albanian  President 
gave  little  sign  that  he  would 
offer  any  political  concessions. 

Mr  Berisha  did  not  sign  the 
joint  statement  and  its  validity 
remained  in  doubt.  Neverthe- 
less. it  did  have  the  apparent 
support  of  Tritan  Shehu.  the 
Foreign  Minister  and  Deputy 
Prime  Minister. 

The  round-table  meeting, 
held  at  the  Presidency,  was  the 
first  real  political  dialogue 
since  a stare  of  emergency  was 
declared  on  Sunday  ."But  Alba- 
nia remains  a deeply  d hided 
country,  with  police  and  Shik 
secret  agents  holding  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  North  in  fear, 
and  rebels,  sometimes  sup- 
ported by  defecting  army 
units,  consolidating  their  con- 
trol over  swaths  of  the  South. 

President  Berisha  refused  to 
comment  on  opposition  de- 
mands that  a temporary  "tech- 
nical'’ government  be  formed, 
which  would  give  opposition 
parties  ministerial  posts. 

“It’s  difficult  to  sum  up  what 
he  said  exactly.”  S tender 
Gjinushi.  head  of  the  Social 
Democratic  Party,  noted.  “But 
in  the  end  the  only  thing  we 
were  agreed  upon  was  that  the 
bloodshed  must  be  stopped." 

Paskal  Milo,  another  Sucial 
Democrat,  said  “only  seven 
minutes"  of  the  meeting  were 
devoted  to  formulating  a polit- 
ical solution  to  the"  crisis.  The 
talks  are  scheduled  to  be 
reconvened  at  die  weekend:  on 
the  agenda  will  be  the  critical 
issue  of  voting  in  a new  Prime 
Minister  to  replace  Aieksan- 
der  Meksi,  who  was  dismissed 
last  Saturday. 


From  Tom  Walker  in  Tirana 


American  military  com- 
manders in  Germany  are 
preparing  plans  to  evacu- 
ate more  than  1.600  Ameri- 
cans living  in  Albania,  a 
US  European  command 
spokesman  said  yesterday 
(Our  Foreign  Staff  writes). 
In  Britain,  the  Foreign 
Office  advised  against  vis- 
its to  Albania  far  the  time 
being  and  urged  British 
citizens  and  their  depen- 
dants now  in  Albania  to 
leave  if  their  presence  was 
not  essential. 


In  the  lawless  South  yester- 
day. rebel  groups  in  stolen 
tanks  careered  through  the 
streets,  and  the  death  toll  rose 
os  a result  of  accidental 
shootings  and  tragic  pranks.  A 
tank  stolen  in  Sarande  lay  in  a 
ditch,  a 13-year-old  blew  him- 
self up  and  a 25-year-old  man 
was  shot  while  posing  for 
international  camera  crews. 
At  least  20  people  have  died  in 
the  past  week.  "It's  Mad  Max 
country  down  there."  noted 
one  diplomat. 

State  radio  and  independent 
witnesses  reported  that  rebels 
had  partly  blown  up  a key 
road  bridge  between  Sarande 
and  Gjirokaster.  cutting  off 


Berisha:  refused  to 
make  concessions 


the  army's  one  significant 
southern  base  from  the  rebel- 
held  belt  extending  from 
Sarande  and  Delvine  north- 
wards to  Vlore. 

An  American  diplomat  said 
there  was  little  prospect  of  the 
army  regaining  control  nf  the 
region,  given  its  lack  of  fire- 
power and  poor  discipline,  its 
conscripts  are  paid  $2  (El.24)  a 
month  and  have  little  incen- 
tive to  risk  their  lives. 

The  Government  also  an- 
nounced on  state  radio  that 
warrants  had  been  issued  for 
the  arrest  of  Edmond  Zhup- 
ani.  the  main  naval  command- 
er. and  five  other  military 
officers.  One  nf  the  officers 
wanted  is  stationed  in  Vlore. 
The  announcement  seemed  to 
be  more  bluster  than  any  real 
threat  to  the  disaffected  Alba- 
nian military.  The  Govern- 
ment also  said  it  wanted  Italy 
to  extradite  the  two  pilots  who 
defected  in  an  elderly  MiG  on 
Wednesday:  the  two  have 
sought  political  asylum. 

In  the  capital.  Tirana,  the 
reopening  of  pulitical  dialogue 
did  linte  to  restore  faith  in  the 
Government.  The  German 
Embassy  was  said  to  have 
advised  its  citizens,  including 
aid  workers,  to  leave  the 
country,  and  Swiss  Air  report- 
ed a rush  of  bookings. 

Diplomats  here  agree  that 
the  coming  days  will  be  cru- 
cial if  the  Balkan  state  is  to  be 
rescued  from  the  brink  of  a 
civil  w’ar.  They  are  worried 
that  factionalism  within  the 
Socialist  Party,  the  main  oppo- 
sition bloc,  could  play  into 
President  Berisha’s  hands. 

Opposition  leaders  said  they 
were  pinning  their  hopes  on 
WesTem  intervention.  “We 
need  Europe  and  the  United 
States  to  support  us."  Neritan 
Ceka.  head  of  the  opposition 
Democratic  Alliance,  said. 

He  said  the  issue  of  a 
“technical  government"  could 
be  raised  by  the  Council  of 
Europe  at  its  meeting  with 
President  8erisha  today.  It  is 
the  first  of  several  internation- 
al delegations  to  be  visiting 
Tirana  in  coming  days. 


British  war  hero  backs  ‘honest’  Berisha 


By  M ichael  Evans 

DEFENCE  CORRESPONDENT 

FEW  people  have  a good 
word  to  say  for  Sali  Berisha, 
the  beleaguered  Albanian 
President  but  Colonel  David 
Smiley,  a friend  of  many 
years  and  a legendary  figure 
in  this  troubled  country,  feels 
he  must  speak  up  for  him. 

“1  feel  very  sad  for  him.  I 
knew  Albania  when  it  was  a 
feudal  state  when  there  were 
no  shops  and  no  restaurants 
and  the  only  cars  belonged  to 
Communist  leaders.  Now 
there  are  shops,  restaurants 
and  hotels,  and  there  are  too 
many  cars  on  the  road.  Sali 
Berisha  has  achieved  this." 

Colonel  Smiley.  SI  next 
month,  was  one  of  the  daring 
underrover  British  officers 
from  the  Special  Operations 
Executive  (SOE)  who  para- 
chuted into  Albania  in  1943  to 
fight  the  Germans  and  Ital- 
ians alongside  the  Commu- 
nist partisans,  and  again  in 
1944.  that  time  with  the  na- 
tionalists in  the  north  when 
there  was  a civil  war  raging. 
He  is  one  of  the  last  survivors 
of  Operation  Consensus  l 
and  2.  Two  of  his  SOE  col- 
leagues were  Julian  Amery. 
the  late  Tory  peer,  and  Neil 
“Billy"  McLean. 

In  1949  he  was  seconded  to 
M(6  for  two  years  to  train  and 
arm  Albanian  agents  as  part 
of  a secret  operation  to  liber- 
ate the  country  from  the 
Communists  and  the  Soviet 


orbit.  It  failed  disastrously, 
the  undercover  mission  being 
betrayed  to  the  Russians  by 
KimPhilby. 

Colonel  Smiley’s  picture  — 
with  those  of  Amery  and 
McLean  — was  put  up  on  a 
wall  inside  the  Pyramid 
building  in  Tirana  under  the 
label  “war  criminal".  Yet  he. 
as  a military  adviser  to  the 
partisans  from  April  to  Nov- 
ember 1943.  had  played  a key 
role  in  sabotaging  the  Italian 
occupying  forces  and  the  Ger- 
man Alpine  division. 

Not  that  Enver  Hoxha,  the 
partisan  leader  later  to  be- 
come Albania’s  Communist 
dictator,  ever  thanked  him. 
He  used  to  claim  that  the 
Russians  had  saved  Albania. 
“But  that  was  rubbish,  it  was 
mainly  SOE  with  some  help 
from  OSS  (the  US  Office  of 
Strategic  Services,  the  precur- 
sor of  the  CIA]."  Colonel 
Smiley  said. 

More  than  50  of  Colonel 
Smiley's  wartime  colleagues 
died  on  Albanian  soil.  It  was 
President  Berisha  who  helped 
him  to  find  their  graves,  arid  a 
monument  was  set  up. 

Colonel  Smiley  whose 
book.  Albanian  Assignment 
was  seen  as  such  an  impor- 
tant record  of  the  war  that  it 
was  translated  into  Albanian, 
said:  “Berisha  is  an  honest 
man  and  I believe  he  has  done 
his  best  for  his  country.  When 
he  became  President  I was 
angry  with  him  because  I 
thought  he  should  put  on  trial 


all  the  Communists  responsi- 
ble for  torturing  and  murder- 
ing. But  he  told  me  he  wanted 
reconciliation,  not  revenge. 

“I  feel  very  rad  about  what 
is  happening.  He  has  brought 
so  many  changes  for  the  good 
and  1 think  it  is  unfair  that  he 
should  be  blamed  solely  for 
the  collapse  of  the  life-savings 
scheme.  But  he  must  tty  to 
form  a government  of  nat- 
ional reconciliation." 

Colonel  Smiley  has  albums 
filled  with  fading  photo- 
graphs from  his  wartime  ex- 
ploits. His  codename  was 


“Grin"  and  the  Albanians  he 
fought  alongside  were  “Pix- 
ies". He  became  legendary  for 
his  expertise  in  blowing  up 
bridges.  He  points  proudly  to 
a wartime  photograph  of  a 
demolished  bridge,  and  to  the 
replacement  bridge  m an 
album  from  one  of  his  visits  to 
Albania  since  Mr  Berisha 
became  President 
For  years  Colonel  Smiley 
was  not  allowed  to  talk  about 
his  MI6  assignment  in  1949. 
He  did  not  discover  that 
Philby,  then  M16  liaison  of- 
ficer in  Washington,  had  be- 


trayed the  secret  mission  until 
many  years  later. 

It  was  because  of  his  attach- 
ment to  MI6  and  bis  SOE 
exploits  that  it  was  assumed  it 
was  his  name  that  had  been 
chosen  by  John  le  Carre  for 
his  character  George  Smiley, 
the  hero  of  Smileys  People. 
However,  Colonel  Smiley 
said  that  the  author  had  never 
heard  of  him.  and  “admitted 
that  he  had  taken  the  name 
from  the  register  of  pupils  at 
Eton.  He  was  Master  at  Eton 
when  my  two  sons  were 
pupils". 
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MARKED  PRICES  ON  ALL  CARPETS  AND  VINYLS 

EXCLUDING  AXMJNS TERS  AND  WILTON'S 

FREE  UNDERLAY  with  Axrrmtstcis  ■&  U >7 torts  £23. 91  trv  (£1 9 .99. ±q.yd.j  or  otvr/ 


There’s  Never  Been  A Better  Time  To  Buy  A Carpet! 


Spend  Free  Credit  Period  Payments  from 


£200 -£499  18  months  £10  a month 

£500  and  over 3 years £12.50  a month 

Only  10%  Deposit  Now 


Allied  carpets 


35  Years  of  Inspirational  Choices  for  your  Home 


For  your  nearest  Alfred  Carpets  ring 
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Reporter 
dressed  as 
linn  beats 
press  ban 

From  Hinku  Varadaraian 
IN  MADRID 

A SPANISH  journalist  has 
disguised  herself  as  a nun  to 
file  reports  from  the  southern 
Albanian  town  of  Vlore.  at 
present  still  in  rebel  control. 

Cristina  Lopez  Schlichting, 
a special  correspondent  with 
the  Madrid  daily  ABC,  filed 
an  extensive  report  from  the 
embattled  Adriatic  port  yester- 
day. The  Albanian  Govern- 
ment had  banned  foreign 
journalists  from  Vlore  on 
Monday. 

Setiora  Lopez,  32,  a mother 
of  three,  hit  upon  her  idea 
when  she  met  the  mother 
superior  of  Vlore’s  Franciscan 
convent  at  a hotel  in  Tirana. 
The  elderly  nun  was  keen  to 
return  to  her  besieged  com- 
munity, but  reluctant  to  travel 
south  alone.  Senora  Lopez 
offered  in  accompany  her  in 
exchange  for  the  loan  of  a 
spare  brown  habit. 

On  their  drive  to  Vlore, 
al.ymcd  soldiers  at  check- 
points tried  repeatedly  to  stop 
them.  At  rhe  last  government 
check post.  30  miles  from  the 
rebel-held  town,  they  were 
detained  for  several  hours 
before  being  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed. Seri  era  Lopez  witnessed 
soldiers  randomly  pick  out  a 
man  from  a group  of  onlook- 
ers and  thrash  him  severely. 
When  she  tried  to  intervene, 
playing  the  compassionate 
nun.  she  was  warned  to  "shut 
up". 

Eventually,  they  were 
allowed  to  proceed,  having 
changed  their  car  — which 
bore  Tirana  number  plates  — 
for  one  with  plates  from  Vlore. 
“They  will  shoot  you  on  sight 
with  those  Tirana  plates,"  a 
soldier  had  said.  According  to 
Senora  Lopez,  the  soldiers 
made  a pitiful  sight  — young, 
poorly  armed  ana  fed.  and  ill 
disciplined. 

In  Vlore.  the  Spanish  report- 
er said  harred  was  expressed 
everywhere  for  President 
Berisha.  Yet  the  mood,  al- 
though sullen,  was  strangely 
conoliafoiy.  Residents  tola 
her  that  a solution  could  be 
reached.  A housewife  said: 
"There  will  be  peace  if  people 
get  their  money  back,  especial- 
ly the  poorest  ones  who  have 
lost  everything." 


Treat  your  mum  (or  yourself)  to 
a free  dessert  at  Little  Chef. 


Starting  this  Saturday.  March  8th.  when  you  spend 
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German  unions  urge 
brake  on  euro  as 

unemployment  rises 


THE  powerful  German  trade 
union  movement  is  abandoning  its 
uncritical  support  for  Europe's 
economic  and  monetary  union 
(EMU)  and  will  demand  a delay  in 
the  single  currency  unless  Bonn  in- 
troduces major  job-creation  ele- 
ments in  the  Maastricht  follow-up 
treaty. 

That  warning,  given  yesterday 
by  Dieter  Schulte,  a trade  union 
chief,  marks  a fundamental  shift  in 

German  politics.  It  came  as 
Germany  announced  that  it  was 
stiU  failing  to  bring  down  unem- 
ployment February  figures  re- 
leased yesterday  showed  a rise  of 
13.600  on  January  to  4,672,000  — a 
lower  rise  than  predicted,  bur 
nonetheless  the  highest  level  of 
unemployment  since  the  1930s.  The 
jobless  rate  was  1Z2  per  cent  — 
among  the  worst  in  Europe.  The 
jobless  figure  was  401300  more 
than  in  February  19%,  the  Labour 
Office  said. 

The  total  out  of  work  in  western 


From  Roger  Boyes  in  Bonn 

Germany,  the  country's  economic 
motor,  decreased  slightly  — from 
3,265.000  in  January  to  3,257,000. 
Unemployment  in  the  former  East 
Germany  rose  to  1.414.000  — up 
21. S00  on  January. 

“The  govemmenr  coalition 
should  not  believe  that  it  can  buy  its 
entry  ticket  to  Maastricht  at  the 
cost  of  ordinary  people,”  said  Herr 
Schulte,  chairman  of  the  German 
Trade  Union  Federation.  “I  am 
speaking  Tor  the  majority  of  voters 
who  will  be  deriding  on  the 
Government's  future  in  1998."  Un- 
til now  the  unions'  line  has  been 
that  monetary  union  offered  more 
opportunities  than  risks.  “But  the 
trade  union  federation  can  no 
longer  accept  that  the  Maastricht 
criteria  for  1999  are  fulfilled  by 
fiscal  and  social  measures  which 
operate  exclusively  at  the  cost  of 
employees."  The  support  of  rhe 
unions  for  the  current  EMU  sched- 
ule would  depend  on  “binding 
commitments” on  employment  and 


social  issues  to  be  written  in  to  the 
revised  Maastricht  treaty. 

Economic  figures  released  this 
week  do  not  suggest  that  Germany 
is  heading  for  the  kind  of  miracu- 
lous recovery  that  would  turn 
around  the  job  market.  The  federal 
statistics  office  indicated  that  the 
German  economy  expanded  by  0.1 
per  cent  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  last 
year,  and  the  first  quarter  of  this 
year  will  also  record  very  sluggish 
growth,  say  economists.  The  only 
sign  of  recovering  confidence  is  in 
export  orders,  pushed  along  by  the 
relative  weakness  of  the  mark 
against  the  dollar.  Domestic  con- 
sumption is  still  weak  and  the 
building  sector  is  in  deep  trouble. 

High  unemployment,  by  push- 
ing Germany  further  away  from 
the  Maastricht  targets,  inevitably 
prompts  talk  of  delaying  EMU.  But 
it  also  weakens  Germany's  bar- 
gaining position  as  it  seeks  to  bar 
other  states  from  joining  the  cur- 
rency union’s  first  wave. 


Men  wait  in  line  outside  an  employment  office  in  Berlin.  Unemplojnment  rose  last  month  to  the  highest  figure  since  the  1930s 


Tiberi:  accused 


Chirac  ally 
faces  sleaze 
inquiry 

Paris:  Jean  Tiberi.  Mayor  of 
Paris  and  ally  of  President 
Chirac,  has  been  placed  under 
formal  legal  investigation 
alongside  his  wife  on  suspi- 
cion of  misusing  public  funds 
(Ben  Marin  tyre  writes). 

M Tiberi.  the  roost  senior 
GauIIist  to  lace  a corruption 
inquiry  since  M Chirac  came 
to  power,  said  he  was  inno- 
cent and  would  not  resign. 

The  sleaze  Investigation  is  a 
blow  to  the  ruling  GauIIist 
RPR  party,  which  is  reeling 
from  accusations  that  its  cof- 
fers were  lined  with  bribes 
paid  in  exchange  for  city 
building  contracts  when  M 
Chirac  was  Mayor  and  M 
Tiberi  was  his  deputy  in 
charge  of  the  housing  office. 

The  case  against  the  Tibeiis 
revolves  around  a brief  writ- 
ten in  1994  for  a regional 
council  by  Xaviire  Tiberi  for 
which  she  was  allegedly  paid 
Fr20a000  (£25,000). 


Protest  at 
border 
screening 

From  Tunku  Varadarajan  . 

IN  MADRID 

BRITAIN  protested  to  the 
Spanish  authorities  last  night 
over  their  harassment  of  a 
group  of  Gibraltar  schoolchil- 
dren who  were  denied  entry  to 
Spain. 

The  schoolchildren,  aged 
between  nine  and  12,  were 
delayed  for  several  hours  by 
Spanish  border  police,  who 
refused  to  let  them  cross  into 
Spain  on  the  ground  that  their 
collective  passport  issued  in 
Gibraltar  was  "an  invalid 
travel  document". 

The  British  Embassy  in 
Madrid  said  in  a statement: 
“The  use  of  children  to  pursue . 
political  aims  is  not  an  accept- 
able way  of  conducting  busi- 
ness between  fellow  members 
of  the  European  Union.” 

The  rough  treatment  which 
happened  on  Sunday,  comes 
barely  a month  after  Abel 
Matutes,  the  Spanish  Foreign 
Minister,  promised  Malcolm 
Rifkind,  the  Foreign  Secre- 
tary. that  Spain  would  “re- 
spect the  validity  of  all  travel 
documents  issued  in  Gibral- 
tar". This  latest  incident  at  the 
border  appears  to  be  a breach 
of  that  undertaking. 

A Gibraltar  government  of- 
ficial deplored  the  "ill-treat- 
ment of  our  little  children”.  He 
said:  “We  allow  Spanish 
schoolchildren  into  Gibraltar 
on  collective  passports.  Only  a 
week  ago,  90  of  them  visited 
the  Rock  on  a single  Spanish 
collective  passport.” 
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Hutu  militia  flees 
as  Zairean  town 
hails  rebel  victory 


STARVING  Hutu  children, 
their  skin  hanging  from  their 
backsides  like  baggy  pyjamas, 
tottered  into  a stinking  bam 
for  a last  bowl  of  porridge 
before  hitting  the  road  on  the 
orders  of  extremist  leaders 
prepared  to  march  them  liter- 
ally into  the  ground. 

Since  east  Zaire's  rebels 
overran  their  refugee  camps  in 
South  Kivu  province,  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  Rwan- 
dan Hutu  civilians  have  been 
wandering  in  the  vast  tropica! 
wilderness  for  four  months. 
They  have  been  herded  as 
human  shields  by  their  own 
army  and  militia  for  more 
than  500  miles. 

"We  don't  know  where  we 
are  going,  nor  why  any  more. 
Many  have  died  in  the  forests 
of  disease  and  hunger.’’  Jean 
Kanyamukenke.  a former  ag- 
ronomy student  from  south- 
ern Rwanda,  said. 

The  4,027  tired  and  hungry 
refugees  in  the  grodp  moved 
as  if  in  slow  motion  as  they 
prepared  yesterday  to  leave 
Puma,  about  halfway  between 
Kindu  and  Kisangani  in  the 
north.  The  Hutu  militia  lead- 
ers had  ordered  them  to 
march  on  as  the  rebel  force 
approached  the  town.  From 
the  air  thousands  of  others 
could  be  seen  heading  north  in 
a miserable  line  along  a dirt 
road  towards  Kisangani. 
Zairean  officials  said  they 
would  be  stopped  from  enter- 
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ing  the  city  and  settled  fay  the 
riverside  town  of  Lfbundu. 

The  rebel  group,  the  Alli- 
ance of  Forces  for  Liberation 
Congo-Zaire  led  by  Laurent 
Kabila,  has  seized  most  of 
Zaire  east  of  the  River  Congo. 
Punia.  on  their  route  to  Kisan- 
gani, will  fall  without  a fight. 

The  local  population  is 
pleased  that  the  Hutu  militia, 
responsible  for  the  genocide  of 
Tutsis  in  Rwanda,  is  leaving. 
They  had  complained  inces- 
santly about  the  presents  of 
the  militia  whom  they  fear 
more  than  the  rebels  or  gov- 
ernment soldiers,  who  have  a 
reputation  for  looting. 

"Get  lost."  yelled  Barthel- 
my.  a teacher  in  the  town,  at 
the  only  uniformed  gendarme 
left  in  Punia.  “Of  course  I’m 
looking  forward  to  The  rebels 
gening  here.”  he  said.  He 
suddenly  swung  around  and 
snapped  at  a Hutu  listening 
in:  “And  you  can  bugger  off  as 
well,  you  spy." 


Mr  Barthelmy  said:  “They 
are  nothing  but  trouble,  die 
Hutu  soldiers.  We  have  no 
problems  with  the  civilians, 
they  need  our  help.  But  the 
soldiers  harass  us,  steal  our 
cows.  When  the  rebels  get 
here,  we  will  welcome  them." 

Most  Zaireans  here  support 
die  rebel  force.  As  a result  the 
rebels  have  been  able  to 
inarch  unimpeded  across  the 
country  and  into  towns. 

Their  next  major  rebel  tar- 
get is  Kisangani  Judging  by 
the  numbers  of  despondent 
'soldiers  trying  to  get  their 
families  onto  some  of  die  last 
commercial  flights  out  of  the 
city,  it  may  not  be  long  before 
this  objective  is  achieved. 

Jan  Prank,  the  Dutch  Dev- 
elopment Minister,  who  visit- 
ed Kisangani  and  Punia  yes- 
terday. was  shaken  by  the 
state  of  the  refugees  and 

enraged  that  they  were  still 
being  used  as  human  shields. 
“There  must  be  a ceasefire," 
Mr  Pronk  said.  “Much  more 
walking  and  all  the  refugees 
will  be  dead.” 

□ Nairobi:  Kenya  is  to  host  a 
summit  on  the  Zairean  conflict 
on  March  IQ  but  Mr  Kabila 
will  not  be  invited,  the  Foreign 
Ministry  said  yesterday. 
Zaire’s  ailing  President  Mobu- 
tu has  been  asked  to  attend  the 
one-day  talks  with  President 
Mandela  of  South  Africa  and 
five  other  African  heads  of 
state.  (Reuter) 


Peter  Berry  begins  his  journey  back  to  Blighty  yesterday.  He  was  one  of  53  retiring  dvil  servants  and  their 
families  who  took  advantage  of  an  old  Empire  perk  to  return  by  sea  at  the  end  of  an  assignment  overseas 
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First  wave 
of  expats 
embarks 
for  home 

From  agence  France-Presse 
in  HONG  KONG 

A GROUP  of  expatriate  ayfl 
servants  and  their  families 
set  sail  for  Britain  yesterday 
aboard  a horary  cruise  ship, 
learing  Hong  Kong  before 
the  colony’s  handover  Id  Chi- 
na in  July-  , . 

The  giuup  of  53  boarded 
die  Oriana,  enjoying  a perk 
hum  Empire  days  under 
which  members  of  Her  Maj- 
esty^ Overseas  CSvfl  Service 
could  return  to  Britain  by  sea 
when  their  assignment  end-, 
ed.  In  a scone  to  delight  the 
television  documentary-mak- 
ers who  fill  Hong  Kong  these 
days,  the  69. 000-tonne  white 

giant  was  nudged  by  tags  into 
the  centre  of  the  harbour, 
gleaming  in  the  sun's  dying 
rays  and  framed  fay  the  terri- 
tory's famous  skyline. 

Berthed  alongside  the 
Oriana  was  the  Canard 
flagship,  the  QEZ,  which  will 
pick  up  a second  group  of 
more  than  100  retiring  civil 
servants  and  their  families 
tomorrow. 

To  some  of  those  heading 
home,  they  were  returning  to 
a country  that  after  many 
years  seemed  almost  an  alien 
place  with  a chilly  donate 
and  violent  crime.  “I’ve  been 
here  for  31  years,  and  had  a 
fabulous  time."  said  Len 
Sayer.  “My  kids  were  born 
here,  for  them  Hong  Kong  is 
their  home.” 

Hong  Kong  has  ear- 
marked almost  £1  million  to 
H servants  and  their  send  British  aril  servants 
tssignment  overseas  back  to  Blighty  Oris  year. 
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The  Vfeitrose  Bag  for  Life  is -an  innovative -new  idea 
designed  to  help  the  environment  by -reducing  the  number  of 
carrier  bags  used. 
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then  be  sent  for  recycling.  , 

Our  bags  are  tough,  large  and  should  last  for  many  trips,  so 
they're  perfect  for  all  your  weekly  shopping. 

The  Bag  for  Life  will  be  available  in  your  local 
Waitrose  from  10th  March.  It's  an  opportunity  to 
help  the  environment,  don't  throw  it  away 
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213  die  in 
Tamil  Tiger 
onslaught 

Colombo:  Military  officials 
reported  yesterday  that  213 
people  were  killed  as  Tamil 
Tiger  guerrillas  overran  a 
military  base  and  an  airfield 
in  eastern  Sri  Lanka  (Our 
Foreign  Staff  write).  At  least 
160  guerrillas  and  49  soldiers 
died  and  an  air  force  plane 
was  destroyed. 

The  simultaneous  attacks 
were  the  heaviest  since  Janu- 
ary 9.  when  223  soldiers  and 
350  guerrillas  were  killed. 
Britain  is  to  provide  £4  million 
for  relief  efforts  for  up  to 
200,000  people  affected  by  the 
civil  war. 

Bhutto  delay 

Karachi:  A Pakistani  court  or- 
dered the  arrest  of  Abdullah 
Shah,  a former  Sind  province 
Chief  Minister,  and  two  police 
officials  as  it  postponed  the 
trial  ofBenazir  Bhutto's  hus- 
band. (AFP) 

Software  arrests 

Los  Angdcs:  US  authorities 
say  they  have  cracked  a soft- 
ware counterfeiting  ring,  ar- 
resting Chinese  nationals  and 
seizing  more  than  E3.7  million 
in  pirated  Microsoft  programs 
and  $3  rniiiion  cash.  (AP) 

Guyana  mourns 

Georgetown:  President  Jagan 
of  Guyana  died  of  heart 
problems  in  hospital  in  Wash- 
ington. aged  78.  The  Prime 
Minister.  Samuel  Hinds,  was 
sworn  in  as  his  succes- 
sor. (AP)  Obituary,  page  23 

Nepal  defeat 

Kathmandu:  King  Birendra 
accepted  the  resignation  of  the 
Nepali  Prime  Minister.  Sher 
Bahadur  Deuba,  after  his 
centre-right  coalition  lost  a 
parliamentary  vote  of 
confidence.  (Reuter) 

Paris  hotel  sale 

Paris:  The  Sultan  of  Brunei’s 
family  said  it  had  bought  the 
Plaza  Athen6e  luxury  hotel  in 
Paris.  The  British  Granada 
group  announced  the  sale  on 
Monday,  at  an  asking  price  of 
£45  million.  (Reuter) 

Abductor’s  death 

Beijing:  Han  Fudong.  80.  who 
as  a young  soldier  helped  to 
abduct  Chiang  Kai-shek,  the 
Nationalist  Chinese  leader,  to 
force  an  alliance  with  the 
Communist  Party  to  fight  the 
Japanese,  has  died.  (AP) 
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Egypt  set  to  tighten 
its  controls  on 
militant  preachers 

By  Christopher  Walker,  middle  east  correspondent 


EGYPT  promised  yesterday  to 
intensify  its  crackdown  on 
maverick  Islamic  clerics  and 
to  complete  plans  to  control 
the  country’s  55,000  mosques 
and  all  Muslim  preachers 
within  five  years. 

The  pledge,  by  Mahmoud 
Hamdi  Zakzouk.  die  Religious 
Endowments  Minister,  was  a 
tightening  of  the  screw  on  the 
militant  Gamaa  al-lslamiya 
(Islamic  group)  which  took  up 
arms  against  President  Mu- 
barak’s moderate  Islamic  re- 
gime in  1992.  threatening  to 
turn  Egypt  into  a second  Iran. 
More  than  1.000  people  have 
been  killed  in  political  vio- 
lence. but  the  casually  rale  has 
fallen  sharply  in  the  past  year 
and  the  Gamaa  has  mostly 
been  driven  out  of  Cairo  to 
parts  of  Upper  Egypt. 

With  the  Government  plan- 
ning to  take  over  all  the  re- 
maining 30,000  private 
mosques  at  the  rate  of  6,000  a 
year.  Mr  Zakzouk  said  that 
those  responsible  for  running 
them  had  begun  applying  for 
licences  for  preachers  under  a 
law  passed  earlier  this  year. 

The  beefed-up  atiempr  to 
impose  Muslim  orthodoxy 
comes  after  last  month’s  po- 
tentially explosive  massacre  of 
ten  Coptic  Christians  by  Is- 
lamic militants  in  a church  in 
Minya  province  and  allega- 
tions by  Hassan  al-Alfi.  the  In- 
terior Minister,  that  Iran  is 


supporting  the  Gamaa.  The 
Minya  massacre,  the  first 
sectarian  attack  of  its  kind 
against  Egypt's  10  per  cent 
Coptic  minority  to  be  made 
inside  a church,  was  an  at- 
tempt by  Islamic  extremists  to 
destabilise  die  country  by 
fomenting  sectarian  strife.  The 
last  attack  of  a similar  scale 
was  in  March  1994  when  gun- 
men shot  dead  five  Christians. 

Mr  Zakzouk  said:  “Perhaps 
one  reason  which  moved  us  to 
bring  the  mosques  under  min- 
istry control  was  to  put  an  end 
to  all  forms  of  extremism 
which  use  mosques  as  a base." 
He  made  clear  that  there 
would  be  no  place  there  for 
preachers  who  uphold  unor- 
thodox doctrines  or  engage  in 
political  activity  hostile  to  the 
Government,  although  people 
were  free  to  believe  Shia 
Muslim  doctrines. 

Diplomats  said  the  clamp- 
down  was  recognition  thar 
despite  the  recent  improve- 
ment in  the  security  situation, 
Egypt  is  still  riddled  with 
social  ills  that  could  be  exploit- 
ed by  fundamentalists. 

□ Jerusalem:  Binyamin  Net- 
anyahu, Israel’s  Prime  Minis- 
ter. called  a Cabinet  meeting 
last  night  to  deride  the  extent 
of  the  first  of  three  further 
military  withdrawals  from  the 
occupied  West  Bank,  which  is 
due  to  be  completed  this 
weekend. 
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China  developers 
gave  Clinton  aide 
cash  for  campaign 

■FBom  Bronwen  Maddox  in  Washington 


A FORMER  senior  aide  to 
President  Clinton  was  paid 
more  than  $400,000 
1 £248.000)  in  total  by  a dozen 
companies,  including  the 
backers  of  a $2  billion  Ameri- 
can-Chmese  property  develop- 
ment in  China  which  received 
the  endorsement  of  the  Clin- 
ton Administration. 

Webster  Hubbell,  one  of  Mr 
Clinton’s  closest  friends  who 
was  forced  to  resign  in  1994  as 
Associate  Attorney-Gen  eraJ  to 
face  criminal  charges  stem- 
ming from  the  Whitewater  in- 
quiry, accepted  payments 
from  companies  controlled  by 
the  Riady  family  of  Indonesia 
at  about  the  same  time  as  the 
Administration  gave  its  back- 
ing to  the  development  in 
China's  Fujian  province.  The 
New  York  Times  said. 

Details  of  the  payments 
have  emerged  during  a whirl- 
wind of  charges  thar  the  White 
-House  broke  federal  rules  on 
raising  election  funds  and, 
even  more  seriously,  that  it 
allowed  foreign  companies 
and  governments  to  influence 
the  Administration's  policy  in 
return  for  cash  contributions. 
Donations  and  payments  by 
Chinese  companies  have  come 
under  particular  scrutiny, 
against  a background  of  ten- 
sion in  United  States-Chma 
relations. 


Hubbell:  took  money 
frnora  Indonesians 

It  also  emerged  yesterday 
thar  one  of  Hillary  Clinton's 
aides  accepted  a $50,000 
cheque  inside  the  White 
House,  in  apparent  breach  of 
federal  rules  barring  the  use  of 
government  property  to  raise 
campaign  funds.  The  dona- 
tion came  from  Johnny 
Chung,  a Democratic  fund- 
raiser who  visited  the  White 
House  49  times,  once  with  six 
Chinese  businessmen,  and 
claimed  dose  ties  with  the 
President  in  business  deals 
abroad. 


Revelations  about  Demo- 
cratic fundraising  Techniques 
are  emerging  daily,  partly 
because  congressional  com- 
mittees have  secured  access  to 
White  House  documents. 
However,  the  new  details 
about  Mr  Hubbell  and  the 
Riadys  have  the  potential  to  be 
particularly  embarrassing  to 
President  Clinton.  They  may 
establish  that  some  of  the 
main  figures  in  the  White- 
water  investigation  into  ques- 
tionable property  deals  in 
Arkansas,  which  dogged  Mr 
Clinton  throughout  his  first 
term,  also  have  a central  role 
in  the  present  controversy 
about  fundraising. 

It  was  reported  months  ago 
that  Mr  Hubbell  was  paid 
$100,000  by  companies  con- 
trolled by  the  Riady  family,  for 
reasons  that  have  not  yet  come 
to  light.  The  new  details 
suggest  that  payments  were 
four  times  the  level  previously 
thought  and  flowed  from  a 
large  number  of  companies. 

Some  of  those  companies 
were  guests  at  White  House 
coffee  mornings  or  stayed  as 
overnight  guests  in  the  Lin- 
coln Bedroom.  Hie  question  of 
whether  these  opportunities 
for  meeting  the  President  were 
implicitly  ways  of  soliciting 
money  is  at  the  heart  of  the 
controversy. 


OVERSEAS  NEWS  17 

OUNEAKBY-aP 


Cambodian  police  force  Manfred  Cast  to  show  his  face  to  photographers  in  Phnom  Penh  yesterday  and,  below,  one  of  his  alleged  victims 

‘Child  sex  gangster’  held  in  Cambodia 


From  Aglnce  France-Presse 

IN  PHNOM  PENH 

A CANADIAN  national  arrested  on 
child  prostitution  charges  is  a member  of 
a “well  organised,  intemationar 
paedophile  ring.  Cambodian  police 
claimed  yesterday. 

Manfred  Horst  Albert  Cast  53,  who 
was  bom  in  Germany  but  lives  in 
Alberta,  Canada,  was  arrested  in  a 
Phnom  Penh  guest  house  after  six  boys 
alleged  that  he  had  had  sex  with  rhem. 


police  said.  They  displayed  scores  of 
photographs  they  said  were  seized  from 
Mr  Gast’s  room,  showing  young  boys  in 
sexually  explicit  poses.  They  said  they 
had  found  more  than  200  pictures. 

“We  believe  that  he  sells  these  photo- 
graphs," said  Police  General  Skadavy  M 
Ly  Roun.  chief  of  Cambodia's  Interpol 
department,  which  made  the  arrest  with 
local  police.  “It  is  a well  organised  and 
international  ring."  He  said  Mr  Gast 
had  large  sums  of  money  in  a Thai  bank, 
possibly  earnings  from  such  deals. 


Formal  charges  against  Mr  Gast  are  to 
be  made  in  Phnom  Penh  municipal  court 
today.  Mr  Gast  claimed  he  was  being 
mistreated  in  police  custody  but  police 
said  he  was  refusing  to  eat.  Mr  Gast 
could  face  ten  to  20  years  in  prison  if 
convicted. 

Children's  rights  workers  have  said 
Cambodia  is  becoming  a haven  for  child 
sex  offenders  as  other  countries  in  the 
region,  such  as  Thailand  and  the  Philip- 
pines. have  launched  anti-child  prostitu- 
tion campaigns. 


Colombia  rebuffs  Clinton  on  drugs 


From  Ian  Brodie  in  Washington 


COLOMBIA  has  halted  crop- 
dusting flights  against  drugs 
in  an  emphatic  rebuke  to 
President  Clinton. 

• The  measure  was  approved 
by  President  Samper  and  his 
associates,  who  were  said  to  be 
insulted  by  Mr  Clinton’s  deci- 
sion to  classify  Colombia  for 
the  seepnd  year  as  failing  to 
co-operate  fully  in  the  war  on 
drugs. 

In  another  embarrassment 
for  the  Americans,  news 
leaked  out  of  a hastily 
organised  secret  mission  to 
Mexico  City  by  senior  White 
House  officials  to  try.-  to 
. smooth  over  recriminations 
between  the  two  Governments 


just  six  weeks  before  Mr 
Clinton  is  due  to  visit  Mexico. 

The  team  sent  to  Mexico  by 
Mr  Clinton  included  Samuel 
Berger,  national  security  ad- 
viser. and  Barry  McCaffrey, 
the  anti-drugs  chief.  Their 
arrival  had  not  been  disclosed 
until  a Mexican  radio  station 
blew  their  cover. 

Colombia's  swift  and  unex- 
pected move  bas  left  Mr 
Clinton  with  a foreign  policy 
dilemma.  It  means  the  suspen- 
sion for  an  unknown  period  of 
a drug  eradication  pro- 
gramme in  which  crops  pro- 
ducing cocaine  and  heroin 
were  sprayed  from  the  air.  The 
aircraft  were  Largely  paid  for 


by  Washington,  often  with 
American  pilots.  Washington 
had  set  great  store  by  their 
success  in  curbing  the  flow  of 
cocaine. 

Helicopters  escorted  the 
flights  into  areas  under  the 
control  of  left-wing  guerrillas. 
There  have  been  gun  battles  as 
those  on  the  ground  try  to 
protect  the  crops. 

The  main  reason  for  Presi- 
dent Clinton's  derision  to  “de- 
certify" Colombia  last  week 
was  that,  by  American  calcu- 
lations, the  country's  cultiva- 
tion of  coca  plants  had 
increased  by  32  per  cent  in  the 
past  year.  Colombia,  the 
world’s  largest  producer  of 


cocaine,  ha?  now  overtaken 
Bolivia  to  become  the  second 
largest  grower. 

The  Americans  criticised 
high-level  corruption  in  Presi- 
dent Samper's  administration 
and  the  way  imprisoned  drug 
barons  continue  to  run  their 
illegal  operations  from  their 
comfortable  cells. 

Earlier.  Colombians  were 
angered  by  American  criti- 
cism of  their  Congress,  which 
cleared  President  Samper  of 
charges  that  he  took  campaign 
contributions  of  £3.7  million 
from  the  Cali  cocaine  cartel. 
American  officials  said  the 
charge  was  “credible".  Presi- 
dent Samper  denied  it. 
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US  critics 
savage 
‘Shine’ 
pianist 

From  Quentin  Letts 
IN  NEW  YORK 


DAVID  HELFGOTT.  the 
mentally  ill  Australian  pianist 
whose  remarkable  story  is  told 
in  the  hit  Sim  Shine,  has 
received  a vicious  drubbing 
from  music  critics  at  the  start 
of  a US  tour. 

Mr  Helfgott,  49,  has  had 
standing  ovations  from  spec- 
tators and  is  mobbed  in  the 
street  by  autograph  hunters. 
The  American  public  loves 
him  and  in  a matter  of  days 
his  list  of  US  engagements  has 
risen  from  three  to  IS.  From 
the  cushioned  “elite"  of  the 
concert  hall  press  box,  howev- 
er, there  came  yesterday  a 
long,  loud  raspberry  about  his 
debut  US  recital. 

The  Washington  Post  ac- 
cused him  of  artistic  incoher- 
ence. “A  painful  and  dis- 
turbing experience"  was  its 
verdict  on  Mr  Helfgon’s  per- 
formance at  the  Symphony 
Hall  in  Boston.  The  New  York 
Times  found  "little  definition 
in  the  playing". 

Another  critic  said  that  the 
man  was  nor  musician  enough 
to  deserve  the  privilege  of 
playing  in  the  Symphony 
Hall.  "He  sounds  like  a well 
coached  child  prodigy,"  grum- 
bled another  of  what  Scott 
Hicks,  the  director  of  Shine. 
called  the  ” self-appointed 
guardians  of  the  elite". 

Boston  cuncertgoers  did  not 
mind  a hoot.  At  the  end  of  the 
show  they  ran  up  to  ihe  front 
of  the  stage  and  clamoured  to 
touch  the  pianist's  long,  lean 
fingers.  Nor  did  they  seem  to 
mind  the  fact  that  throughout 
rhe concert  Mr  Helfgott  talked 
in  himself,  grinned  like  a cat 
and  twitched  (he  is  almost 
exactly  as  he  was  depicted  in 
Shine  by  the  actor  Geoffrey 
Rus-hJ. 

I lie  critics'  attacks  probably 
reflected  an  irritation  that  the 
musical  agenda  has  been  set 
by  a film,  and  a nun- American 
one  at  that,  and  that  the  high 
temples  of  culture  are  being 
taken  over  temporarily  by 

Shine  populism.  American 

classical  music  critics  fend  to 
be  prett>  mirthless.  Given 
some  of  rhe  discordant  drivel 
rheir  fraternity  has  endorsed 
from  i lie  a hi  temporary  canon 
in  recent  decades,  however,  it 
is  hard  to  resist  a frisson  of 
saris  faction  at  seeing  their 
exclusive  game  spoilt. 

Mr  Helfgntl  appears  serene- 
ly undeterred  by  the  poor  not- 
ices “One  mustn't  be  so 
serivsu."  he  said.  "It’s  all  a 
game.  Must  Ik  grateful " 
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Glaire  at  67,  still  in  full  bloom  * 


There  is  an  old  [ink 
between  Claire  Bloom 
and  the  novelist  Nina 
Bawden.  in  the  person 
of  young  Richard  Burton.  When 
Miss  Bawden  was  up  at  Oxford, 
the  dashing  green-eyed  Welsh- 
man took  her  out  to  a decorous 
tea.  and  swiftly  asked  her  to 
spend  the  weekend  with  him  in 
London,  where  he  had  a key  to 
Emlyn  Williams's  flat.  (She  de- 
clined.) 

Six  years  later  Claire  Bloom 
was  on  tour  with  Burton.  He  was 
newly  married  to  Sybil,  but  this 
did  not  stop  him  from  embarking 
on  a snatched,  ecstatic  affair  with 
Claire  (her  first)  that  lasted  six 
thrilling  years;  “Delicious  and 
impossible  and  forbidden." 

Forty  years  on.  Miss  Bloom, 
now  67.  and  Miss  Bawden.  72, 
met  on  the  set  of  Family  Money. 
the  dramatisation  or  Bawden's 
novel,  which  starts  on  Channel  4 
next  week  starring  Bloom.  They 
discussed  how  amazingly  beauti- 
ful Burton  was  in  youth,  not  yet 
pock-marked,  and  what  an  ex- 
traordinary, magnetic  person- 
ality. 

Burton  still  has  this  effect  on 
people;  Bloom's  almost  inaudi- 
bly  soft  voice  becomes  animated 
when  she  talks  of  him.  She  sail 
has  a recording  of  his  reading  of 
Donne.  “He  was  one  of  those 
Sven ga Li  types  who  like  to  teach 
you  and  mould  you;  he  knew 
reams  and  reams  of  poetry." 
When,  years  later.  Burton  told 
her  that  being  married  to  Liz 
Taylor  was  “like  waking  up  to 
Christmas  everyday".  Bloom  felt 
a murderous  urge. 

The  last  time  we  met,  three 
years  ago.  she  was  playing 
Madam  Ranevskaya  in  snow- 
covered  Cambridge,  Massachu- 
setts. In  the  luminous  winter 
light  she  was  fragilely  beautiful 
and  disquietingly  reticent,  which 
made  me  gabble  on.  Only  larer 
did  1 discover  that  she  was  going 
through  hell.  I knew  that  her 
marriage  to  Philip  Roth  had 
disintegrated,  but  did  not  realise 
quite  how  painful  it  was.  Thai's 
when  she  embarked  on  her 
autobiography.  Leaving  A Doll's  . 
House.  "I  had  to  have  a big 
project  to  keep  me  from  thinking 
about  anything." 

It  is  almost  too  obvious  to 
decode  the  masochism  in  her 
well-written  hook:  damaged 
childhood  (ineffectual  father, 
who  abandoned  his  family):  feel- 
ings of  being  an  outsider  ("the 
English  rose  who  always  felt 
very  Jewish");  an  almost  too 
devoted  mother.  Claire  was  al- 
ready a film  star  at  17.  destined  to 
become  the  tragic  heroines  she 
played,  submitting  to  three  neu- 
rotic husbands.  She  left  Rod 


The  indestructibly  beautiful 
Claire  Bloom  on  her  undying 
passion  for  Burton  — and  her 
latest  venture  on  Channel  4 


Steiger  like  Nora  in  A Doll's 
House,  in  order  to  become 
Hillard  Elkins's  Blanche  du  Bois 
in  A Streetcar  Named  Desire. 

When  she  met  Philip  Roth,  she 
might  have  known  that  a man 
already  seething  with  rage  about 
having  been  trapped  in  his 
previous  marriage  would  soon 
seethe  again  “in  paroxysms  of 
silent  anger".  She  noted  the 
warning  signals.  “But  of  course," 
she  writes,  “the  situation  would 
be  different  with  me." 

They  married  after  14  years 
together;  she  was  locked  in  with 
a wilful,  egocentric  bully  who 
refused  to  have 


Anna.  her 
daughter  by 
Steiger,  in  their 
home.  He  knew 
that  if  she  could 
abandon  her 
daughter  for 
him.  there  was 
nothing  she 
would  not  do  — 
and  wrote 
another  of  his 
self- revelatory 
novels  featur- 
ing a priapic 
faithless  hus- 
band named 
Philip  and  a 
dull,  weepy  wife 
named  Claire.  I am  not  the  first 
to  express  incredulity  that  she 
failed  to  see  that  he  would  be 
impossible. 

“Yes. . ."  says  Claire,  sighing. 
“But  you  always  think  it  is  going 
to  be  different.  And  there  were 
also  very  wonderful  times.  In  the 
main  it  was  an  enriching  rela- 
tionship. So  it  was  very  confus- 
ing. 1 could  never  have  foreseen 
the  end.  He  became  a different 
person,  somebody  I couldn't 
have  lived  with  for  two  minutes." 
At  the  end.  her  fax  machine 
spewed  our  wicked  bills  from 
him.  demanding  repayment  for 
their  holidays  together,  for  the 
hours  (at  $150  an  rtour)  he  spent 
advising  her  on  scripts. 

He  became  capricious 
to  the  point  of  insan- 
ity. calling  her  back 
wirh  flowers  and 
messages  and  then  dumping 
divorce  papers  on  her.  accusing 
her  of  cruelty  and  inhumanity. 

Astonishingly,  even  after  all 
these  torments,  she  describes  a 
dream  of  returning  to  the  Con- 
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necticut  farmhouse  they  had 
shared,  and  finding  everything 
the  same. 

“It  was  the  truth.  I was  full  of 
longing  to  return  to  the  domestic 
hearth,  with  the  fire  crackling, 
the  life  Pd  had.  which  had  gone. 
But  that  door  was  dosed." 

Such  an  unrealistic  neediness 
may  stem,  she  thinks,  from  her 
bizarrely  dose  relationship  with 
her  mother.  “She  was  a most 
remarkable  woman.  But  there  is 
a downside;  her  support  made 
me  terribly  overdependent,  and 
it  took  me  many,  many  years  to 
find  myself  as  an  adult  female. 

Perhaps  that 
was  the  reason  I 
clung  to  rela- 
tionships . after 
they  should 
have  finished.” 

Roth  be- 
strides her  life, 
but  other  men 
line  up  in  her 
story;  Olivier, 
Yul  Brynner, 
even  Elvis, 
from  whom  she 
fled.  We  do  not 
discuss  "The 
Unmention- 
able" second 
husband.  Hill- 
ard Elkins,  but 
i said  1 had  just  heard  Rod 
Steiger  on  Kaleidoscope  saying 
he  would  “never  forgive"  Claire 
Bloom  for  her  book.  She  w’as  so 
taken  aback  I instantly  regretted 
telling  her. 

“Anything  you  write  will  rub 
someone  up  the  wrong  way,"  she 
said.  “I  know  that  even  from  my 
first,  silly,  modest  little  autobiog- 
raphy. 14  years  ago,  which  said 
nothing  about  anybody.  1 still  got 
reproachful  letters." 

But  it  is  time  to  leave  the  past. 
She  is  still  in  the  bloom  of  her 
prime.  Her  beauty,  which  “didnT 
Hurt"  when  she  was  being  cast  by 
Chaplin  in  Gaslight,  remains. 
She  is  sure  her  uncanny  likeness 
to  his  wife.  Oona,  got  her  that 
part;  Chaplin  was  a lifelong 
friend  and  mentor. 

In  Family  Money  she  plays  a 
widow  whose  family  would  like 
to  get  their  hands  on  her  Isling- 
ton house,  worth  half  a million. 
“1  like  Fran.  She's  a rather 
ordinary  woman  who  makes  a 
kind  of  life  for  herself,  which  I 
think  women  will  understand. 
She's  very  passive  at  first  (espe- 


cially compared  with  Margaret 
Tyzack,  who  plays  her  terrifying 
sister)  but  she  does  come  to  life." 

In  the  opening  scene,  where 
Fran  is  beaten  up  in  the  street,  we 
see  her  leaving  the  cinema  and 
dining  alone  in  a restaurant.  I 
found  this  unlikely,  but  Claire 
Bloom  does  it  a lot  in  New  York: 
“1  often  go  for  spaghetti  and  a 
glass  of  wine  at  the  pasta  place 
across  the  street,  and  I find  it 
comforting  to  take  my  book  ta  a 
coffee-shop  full  of  people.” 

Does  she  go  alone  to 
movies  in  New  York? 
“Yes!  irs  19971  Good 
God,  I'm  not  going  to 
wait  for  a millionaire  to  take  me 
out.  I prefer  to  go  to  museums  by 
myself  too,  I can  concentrate 
better.  I'm  going 
ro  Lohengrin  by  myself 
tonight.  Opera  is  my  one  great 
passion.” 

In  London,  she  was  staying  at 
her  daughter's  house  — Anna, 
now  an  opera  singer,  was  away 
in  Palermo  — and  seeing  her 
brother  John,  a film  editor  (Gan- 
dhi. First  Wives’,  Club),  and  her 
friend  Gaia  Servadio. 

When  we  last  met  she  had  just 
found  herself  an  apartment  in 
New  York.  It  was  a momentous 
juncture  f*(  had  to  have  some- 
where to  live,  to  get  back  a 
normal  life"),  since  when  she  has 
established  a singleton's  routine, 
embracing  the  health  club.  Cen- 
tral Park,  the  Society  Library, 
with  its  peaceful  reading  room, 
“the  nearest  thing  to  the  London 
Library",  friends  and  work. 

As  she  approaches  the  aunts- 
and -dowagers  age  — she  was 
only  49  when  she  played  the 
matriarch  Lady  Marchmain  in 
Brideshead  Revisited,  "and  it 
would  have  been  bloody  stupid 
to  rum  that  down  on  narcissistic 
grounds"  — she  now  does  one- 
woman  concoctions  of  Shake- 
speare's Women  and  Women  in 
Love.  She  also  does  a four-hour 
reading  from  Anna  Karenina. 
(There  is  a touch  of  Karenin  in 
Roth:  and  Claire  would  certainly 
have  fallen  for  a Vronsky.) 

“People  say,  'don't  you  wish 
you’d  had  an  easier  time?’,  but 
whars  the  point  of  that?  Things 
happened  as  they  did.  and  I got  a 
lot  from  them.  You  cant  say 
what  if  . . . 'What  if  does  not 
exist. 

“That's  one  reason  1 am  aston- 
ished to  find  myself  quite  alone 
and  doing  all  right  — like  Fran. 
As  1 say  to  myself:  ‘Considering 
everything  that's  happened, 
you're  doing  as  well  as  you 
can.' " She  laughs,  and  her  dark 
eyes  no  longer  look  wistful. 

• Family  Money  s/am  on  March  16. 
Channel  4.9pm. 


The  prime  of  Miss  Claire  Bloom:  “I  am  astonished  to  find  myself  quite  alone  and  doing  all  right" 


Pop  groups  should  not  make  comebacks,  says  Fiona  Russell  Powell 


The  Capulets  and  Montagues  come  up  to  date  in  this  modern  version  of  the 
Shakespeare  classic,  directed  by  Baz  Luhrmann  of  Strictly  Ballroom  fame. 
See  the  film  before  its  general  release  at  one  of  27  exclusive  screenings 

Only  in  The  Sunday  Times  this  weekend 


For  the  past  month,  post- 
ers have  been  plastered 
all  over  London  adver- 
tising tonight's  comeback  gig 
at  the  Shepherds  Bush  Empire 
of  the  1980s  pop  group,  ABC. 
The  lead  singer,  Martin  Fry.  is 
shown  with  a gold  lame  jacket 
slung  over  his  shoulder  a 
reference  to  the  days  in  1982 
when  ABC  wore  similar  suits 
and  had  a platinum-selling 
album.  Lexicon  Of  Love. 
Where  he  got  his  current  lame 
suit  is  a mystery,  as  he 
ceremoniously  flushed  the 
original  down  the  roilet  in  a 
Japanese  hotel  at  the  end  of  the 
band’s  world  tour.  How  do  I 
know  this?  Because  Stephen 
Singleton,  the  founder  mem- 
ber of  ABC.  told  me.  He  will 
not  be  on  stage  tonight  and 
nor  will  l,  although  I.  too.  was 
once  a member  of  ABC,  mas- 
querading under  the  name  of 
Eden,  while  working  as  a 
journalist  for  The  Face. 

Cn  fact  Martin  Fry  is  now 
the  only  remaining  member  of 
ABC,  aided  by  Glenn  Gregory 
of  Heaven  17.  During  the  pasr 
few  years,  1 and  other  former 
ABC  members  had  noticed 
that  Martin  seemed  to  have 
rewritten  the  history  of  the 
band.  The  way  he  tells  it.  ABC 
was  his  idea,  tilor  so.  ABC 
started  life  as  Vice  Versa,  a 
Sheffield  electronic  three-piece 
formed  by  Singleton  (sax  and 
rhyThm  guitar]  and  Mark 
White  (guitar). 

One  day.  Stephen  and  Mark 
rang  a Mancunian  student, 
who  had  interviewed  them  for 
Ills  fanzine,  and  asked  him  to 
step  in  at  the  last  minute  to 
replace  the  16-yea  r-oid  mem- 
ber who  had  chickened  out  of 
her  first  gig.  I was  the  chicken, 
he  was  Martin  Fry.  In  1980 
they  changed  the  musical  di- 
rection of  the  band  and  the 
name  to  ABC.  and  brought  in 
drummer  David  Palmer  and 
bassist  David  Robinson. 

The  next  three  years  saw 
ABC  on  the  rise,  gaining 
critical  and  papular  acclaim 
with  their  trademark 
Funk/pop.  only  to  blow  it  ail  in 
1983  with  a heavier  release 
that  many  found  hard  to 
understand.  Beauty  Stab. 

David  Palmer  was  the 
first  to  go.  During  a 
gig  at  Hammersmith 
Palais,  he  broke  into  an  im- 
promptu and  brilliant  15- 
minute  drum  solo.  "It  was 
only  after  he  left  that  we 
realised  it  had  been  his  audi- 
tion for  The  Yellow  Magic 


Survivors  of 
the  lame  army 


MARTIN  BEDOAL 


Yarritu  had  been  sacked  as  he 
had  grown  too  big  for  his  tiny 
boots.  Everything  fizzled  out 
and  they  decided  my  services 
were  no  longer  needed. 

I did  not  hear  from  Martin 
again  until  he  rang  me  atom 
this  article.  I expressed  my 
opinions  about  defunct  bands 
reforming.  I find  ft  rather  sad 
as  it  flies  in  the  face  of  our 
youthful  ideals.  “I  am  not  a 
sad  man,"  Martin  declared 
emphatically. 
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Top:  Fiona  Russell  Powell 
Above:  ABC  started  life  in 

Sheffield  as  Vice  Versa 

Orchestra," said  Stephen,  who 
left  after  rows  with  Martin 
aver  Beauty  Stab. 

\ remained  friends  with 
everyone,  and  in  rhe  summer 
of  1984  went  round  to  Martin 
and  Mark's  Holland  Park  flat 
to  hear  what  they  had  been 
working  on.  It  had  the  prom- 
ise of  another  hir  album.  They 
said:  “We'd  like  you  m join  the 
band."  "Bui  I cant  play  any- 
thing." I pointed  out.  “It 
doesn’t  matter.  You  can  pre- 
tend. We  want  you  because 
you've  got  a great  look." 

At  the  rime.  I was  Miss 
Nightclub  Queen,  wearing 
clothes  made  by  my  friends 
Leigh  Bowery"  and  John 
Galliano,  with  a number  one 
crew  cut.  and  a great  collection 
of  wigs  and  platform  shoes.  It 
was  a freaky,  original  image 
and  one  that  they  wanted  the 
new -look  ABC  to  have.  An 
American.  David  Yarritu,  a 
told  homosexual  midget,  com- 
pleted the  four-piece. 

I joined  ABC  for  several 


reasons.  The  money  was  entic- 
ing and  I wanted  to  experience 
the  music  industry  from  the 
inside.  But  perhaps  the  princi- 
pal expectation  I had  was  one 
of  non-stop  fun.  And  we  did 
have  some  laughs,  at  first. 

However,  the  British  puhlic 
did  not  take  kindly  to  rhe  new 
image,  comparing  us  to  The 
Addams  Family.  It  was  a 
different  story  in  America 
though,  where  rhe  LP  did  very 
well.  We  also  had  a number 
one  dance  record.  Tilings 
began  to  go  pear-shaped  when 
Martin  disappeared.  All  be- 
came dear  in  September  1985. 
when  we  flew  to  LA  to  do  the 
US  versions  of  Top  Of  The 
Pops.  Martin  arrived  at 
Heathrow  looking  ghastly.  It 
turned  out  he  had  Hodgkin's 
disease.  He  could  only  per- 
form after  being  pumpai  full 
of  drugs.  The  resr  of  rhe  rime 
he  was  in  bed.  Mark,  whom  I 
had  known  since  I was  (5.  now 
required  an  appointment  be- 
fore I could  see  him.  David 


o why  is  he  going  on  the 
road  after  all  this  time 
(14  years  since  he  playbd 
live,  six  since  the  last  LP)? 
“Because  I'm  passionate  about 
it  1 believe  in  these  songs."  I've 
heard  the  new  album. 
Skyscraping,  and  my  immedi- 
ate reaction  was:  time  warp. 
It's  as  if  the  past  ten  years 
haven't  happened. 

I shall  be  down  at  the  front 
tonight  but  probably  not  sing- 
ing along.  I joked  to  Martin 
-that  I’ll  wear  my  gold  lame 
suit.  "Fi,  ft  takes  bafts  to  wear 
one  of  those.  The  lam£  army. 
We’re  survivors." 


ST.  JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MARE  ST.  LONDON  E8  4SA. 

(Charity  Ret  No.  231323) 
Since  1905  we  have  shared 
•lie  grief  and  eased  the  pain 
of  countless  suffering  souls. 
Last  year  alone  900  found, 
peace  with  the  help  of  yoor 
vital  gifts.  Most  ol  them  died 
°l  cancer  - but  so  serenely, 
that  you  would  hardly  blow. 
Vnur  concern  Is  as  encouraging 
as  your  generosity  and’  we 
thank  you  for  your  inspiring 
trust. 

Sister  Superior. 
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The  McAlpine  memoirs:  Day  Five — An  awful  job,  school  and  his  opinion  of  two  colleagues 
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ARTS  AND  THE  LOTTERY 


lor  a period  I was  on  the  Arts 
b 1 i Council  and  I have  never  disliked 
b I 1 anything  so  much.  Norman  St 
. John-Stevas,  now  Lord  St  John  of 
,-Fawsley,  was  leant  on  by  Margaret 
; Thatcher  and  forced  to  appoint  me.  It  was, 
he  said,  like  appointing  an  atheist  to  the 
■ Bench  of  Bishops.  He  was  right,  of  course, 
as  I have  always  held  the  view  that  the 
5vhole  of  that  organisation  should  be 
dosed  permanently.  It  seems  tome  a most 
expensive  way  of  giving  away  money.  I 
have  always  -advocated  that  the  great 
national  coro- 
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parties  and  gal-  ■.  , • 

Series  be  given 

their  grants  dir-  . v 1-.: 

;CCt  from  the 

•Treasu ry  and  '■**■££ -Vl-jv-  ; 

.that  they  should  "iT'll 
;be  given  pretty  ^ *\r£ 

much  whatever  kA\-  Afi 

they  need,  for 
■you  either  want 
to  have  great 

jjational  companies  and  galleries,  or  you 
:do  not  Keeping  them  perpetually  short  of 
ynoney  is' achieving  neither  a real  econo- 
my. nor  the  point  of  having  these 
institutions  in  the  first  place. 

* As  for  the  avant-garde  arts,  I would 
.Simply  give  die  cash,  if  it  must  be  given,  to 
local  councils.  They  are  just  as  capable  of 
distributing  it  as  die  members  of  the  Arts 
Council,  for  the  backing  of  artistic  talent  is 
a lottery.  To  the  funds  that  are  distributed 
Jftus  could  be  added  the  money  saved  by 
.abolishing  the  Arts  Council  _ 

. Industry  should  be  encouraged  to  help 
The  arts  in  the  regions  where  it  operates, 
just  as  industries  hdp  politics  and  charity 
in  those  regions.' If  is  good  business  sense 
to  do  this  and  needs  no  subsidies.  As  for- 
individuals,  there  should  be  no  tax 
incentive  for  them  to  buy  art,  as  is  the 
system  in  America,  for  one  person's  tax 
incentive  is  another  person’s  tax  increase. 


People  should  buy  art  because  they  like  it. 
much  as  they  go  to  football  matches 
because  they  like  football. 

1 do  not  approve  of  the  National  Lottery. 
It  is  shaming  that  the  arts  in  Britain  can 
only  be  supported  by  the  proceeds  of 
gambling.^  The  lottery  is  destructive  of 
small  businesses,  destructive  of  charities 
and,  in  effect  just  another  form  of  indirect 
taxation.  I do  not  understand  why  Mr 
Majors  Government  which  wants  to 
privatise  any  state  organisation  that 
comes  into  its  sights  and  then  lay  its 
hands  on  the 
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. cash  that  it  can 

rsiric  nf  realise  from  sell- 

lOnS  OJ  ing  these  organ- 

— — isations.  should 

HE  ICS  iona*/*  lottery. 

i jtf’A'-m.T  ' which  is  likely  to 

ML  A IN  V-  become  one  of 

the  largest 
nationalised  in- 
dustries that  has 
been  seen  in  years.  The  whole  idea  is  not 
only  daft  and  dubious,  but  it  will  lead 
Britain’s  people  straight  bade  to  a 
dependence  on  the  handouts  of  the  nanny 
state,  tiiis  tbne  with  the  nanny  heavily 
disguised  as  the  National  Lottery.  Its 
funds,  however,  will  be  controlled,  albeit 
at  second  hand,  by  ministers  and  die 
taxpayer  will  still  pay  in  die  end. 


“Appointing  me  to  the  Arts  Council  was,  said  Norman  St  John-Stevas,  like  appointing  an  atheist  to  the  Bench  of  Bishops.  He  was  right,  of  course” 


I hated  my  time  on  the  Arts  Council, 
an  organisation  that  struck  me  as 
having  little  to  do  with  the  arts.  The 
meetings  were,  tedious,  the  chair- 
man. Kenneth  Robinson,  a former  Labour 
Minister  afjtfealth,  was  pedestrian.  I 
found  the  staff  both  arrogant  and  idle.  I 
, was  chairman  at  inertings  of  the  sub- 
committee of  theatrical  touring,  and  the 
‘ two  officials  sitting  either  side  of  me  used 
to  pass  notes  to  each  other  behind  my 
bade  and  then  giggle  girlishly,  which  I 


suppose  was  only  to  be  expected  from  one 
of  them,  who  was  a girl.  I ignored  their 
rudeness  for  several  meetings  bur  then  I 
dedded  to  put  a stop  in  it  I moved  my 
chair  back  from  the  table.  They  did  the 
same,  and  continued  with  their  notes.  I 
moved  again,  and  so  it  went  on.  Children 
in  kindergarten  would  have  known  better 
how  to  conduct  themselves.  There  was 
something  terribly  childish  about  these 
officials,  in  their  grand  Piccadilly 
premises,  tossing  sweets  to  artists.  They 
spoke  of  artists  as  “clients"  and  of  their 
work  as  "product”. 

It  was  never  satisfactorily  explained  to 
me  why  the  touring  committee  should 
spend  money  on  a tour  of  Oklahoma,  for 
if  one  show  did  not  need  a subsidy  it  was 
that.  At  the  same  time  as  they  enthused 
about  Rodgers  and  Hammerstein's  musi- 
cal, the  officials  wanted  to  halt  the  touring 
of  the  Glyndebourae  opera.  I could  not 
stop  the  former  folly,  but  I did  put  a stop  to 
tile  latter,  and  Glyndeboume  continued  to 
tour. 


NORMAN  TEBBIT  bore  the  cross  of 
Archer  with  considerable  fortitude,  f 

JEFFREY  ARCHER 

badly  for  him.  As  Margaret  Thatcher 
pointed  out,  Archer,  while  he  often  got 

am  nol  such  a kindly  spirit,  and  hoped 
that  Archer  would  soon  turn  his 
attention  elsewhere  than  Central  Of- 
fice, although  sadly  there  was  no  hope 
of  his  promotion  to  a junior  minister . . . 

In  1986,  help  came  one  morning  at 
breakfast  in  the  Palace  Hotel  in 
Bournemouth,  where  the  party  confer- 
ence was  being  held.  At  another  table 
was  David  Montgomery,  the  Editor  of 
the  News  of  the  World . with  an  elegant 

young  woman.  She  introduced  hersell 
as  Crania  Forbes,  the  new  political 
editor  of  the  News  of  the  World.  She 
[tad,  she  said,  an  embarrassing  story 
about  Jeffrey  Archer.  It  was  alleged, 
and  subsequently  proven  to  be  ground- 
less. that  Archer  had  been  consorting 
with  prostitutes.  We  were  fairly  sur- 
prised at  this  tale.  I was  sorry  for 
Archer,  although  it  did  not  turn  out  so 

the  party  and  himself  into  awkward 
scrapes,  always  got  out  of  them.  On  this 
occasion  he  was  awarded  the  highest 
libel  damages  ever  at  that  time. 

After  Archer’s  resignation,  Norman 
Tebbit  and  myself  were  able  to  get  on 
with  the  business  of  winning  the  next 
election,  without  reading  the  Evening 
Standard  each  day  in  terror  of  finding 
yet  another  Archer  gaffe  uttered  in 
some  remote  part  of  the  British  Isles. 

• Extract  from  Onoe  A Jolly  Bagman  by 
Alisrair  McAlpine  (OAlistair  McAlpine.  !W). 
published  by  Weidenfeld  ft  Nicolson  on  March 
13,  at  £20.  times  readers  can  buy  Once  A Jolly 
Bagman  for  just  £16  (a  saving  of  £4)  bv  calling 
The  Tunes  Bookshop.  099P  04499 


IT  IS  strange  how  men.  and 
perhaps  more  so  their  wives, 
make  a point  of  saying  how 
difficult  Margaret  Thatcher 
was  when  in  power.  I never 
found  this,  although  I was  not 
accustomed  to  working  for 
people.  She  can  also  be  re- 
markably tolerant  of  failure. 
The  only  scandal  that,  to  my 
knowledge,  she  rook  any  inter- 
est in  was  thai  of  Norman 
Lamont.  a junior  minister  in 
charge  of  tourism,  who  had 
taken  to  calling  on  the  viva- 


NORMAN  LAMONT 


dous  and  extremely  attractive 
widow  Olga  Polizzi.  He  was 
doing  just  this  when  a former 
boyfriend  of  Olga's  arrived  to 
try  to  effect  a reconciliation. 
Richard  Connolly,  a large  but 
elegant  Irishman,  was  furious 
to  find  Lamont  in  her  house. 
Their  row  ended  in  a brawl 
and  trying  desperately  to  es- 
cape, using  his  red  dispatch 
box  as  protection,  Lamont 


received  a blow  to  the  eye.  He 
explained  his  swollen  face  by 
saying  he  had  walked  into  a 
filing  cabinet  The  press,  how- 
ever. was  told  another  story. 
The  minister  had  been  seen 
hanging  around  Bayswater 
Road,  shouting  abuse  at  Con- 
nolly. who  was  apparently 
giving  as  good  as  he  was 
getting. 

Margaret  Thatcher  was  in- 


trigued by  this  story  and  asked 
me  for  the  truth.  She  laughed 
and  laughed.  "The  whole 
thing  is  quite  Gilbertian,”  she 
remarked.  When  asked  does 
Margaret  Thatcher  have  a 
sense  of  humour.  I always 


reply  in  the  affirmative. 
When  ministers  erur 


When  ministers  grumbled 
that  Margaret  Thatcher  was 
tiresome  and  difficult,  I used 
to  compare  her  to  a great  diva, 
difficult  off  stage,  but  pure 
magic  when  she  came  to  grips 
with  an  aria. 


‘My  dyslexia  left  me  doubly  blessed’ 


MY  EDUCATION  at  Stowe 
was.  in  fad.  a disaster.  I left,  1 
think,  with  three  O levels;  it 
may  have  been  only  two.  In 
die  event  this  failure  has 
served  me  well  as  I am  able  to 
criticise  John  Major’s  total 
lack  of  intellect  with  impuni- 
ty. John  Major  is  given  to 
attacking  those  who  criticise 
him.  and  who  have  achieved 


SCHOOLDAYS 


honours  at  Oxford  or  Cam- 
bridge; with  the  accusation 
that  they  patronise:  I suffer  no 
such  disadvantage  as  1 was  on 
building  sites  and  drinking  in 
pubs  while  Major  was  still  at 
school,  trying  to  pass  any  sort 
erf  exam.  1 have  always  be- 


lieved that  there  is  no  need  for 
a formal  education  so  long  as 
you  have  the  wit  to  realise  that 
you  must  acquire  an  educa- 
tion as  you  go  through  life. 

At  Stowe  1 had  wondered 
whether  I might  become  an 
architect  Such  a profession 


fell  within  the  orbit  of  family 
acceptability,  while  to  suggest 
that  1 became  a writer  or  a 
painter,  or  even  an  art  dealer, 
was  out  of  the  question.  Not 
that  I wanted  to  be  any  nf 
these  things,  for  it  was  firmly 
fixed  in  my  mind  that  I should 
be  a civil  engineering  contras 
tor.  Those  who  taught  me 
were  amazed  that  my  father, 
whom  they  regarded  as  an 
intelligent  man.  could  not 
realise  that  he  had  a son  who. 
to  put  it  succinctly,  was 
“thick”.  "Your  son,"  these 
teachers  told  my  father,  "is 
not  clever  enough  to  become 
an  architect.  He  will  not  pass 
the  necessary  exams.”  They 
were  right  in  that  1 would  not 
have  passed  those  exams. 
They  were,  however,  wrong 
about  which  exams  I would 
need  to  pass.  I do  not  blame 
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them.  for  they  sent  me  nff  intn 
the  world  an  innocent  with  no 
preconceived  educational 
ideas  and  the  world  that  they 
sent  me  into  was  a vast  college 
where  I sei  aboul  identifying 
teachers,  preying  on  their 
generosity  both  with  their 
time  and  their  wisdom. 

7 have  always  been  lucky, 
but  one  piece  of  luck  that  I 
did  not  discover  until  20  or  so 
years  after  I left  Stowe  is  that  I 
am  dyslexic.  My  dyslexia  has 
left  me  doubly  blessed,  for 
what  ! lacked  in  ability  to 
read  and  spell.  I made  up  fur 
with  an  active  imagination. 
As  for  reading,  I did  nol  read 
before  I wav  II.  hul  like  a child 
kept  back  from  a feasL  I 
tucked  in  with  a wild  enthusi- 
asm when  I had  the  chance.  1 
read  and  read.  My  haired  of 
sport  allowed  me  the  time  and 
1 read  whenever  1 should 
have  been  playing  games.  I 
read  when  f should  have  lievii 
doing  my  Latin  prep. 


We  reckon  there's  about  10  million  pounds  worth  of  small  change 
in  Britain  that  nobody  misses.  Down  the  back  of  sofas.  In  the  pockets 
of  old  jeans.  At  the  bottom  of  washing  machines.  And  probably  at 
the  bottom  of  a lot  of  other  things  too. 

So  why  don't  you  get  foraging!  \bur  small  change  could  make 
a really  big  difference  to  some  of  the  poorest  people  both  here  in  the 
UK  and  in  Africa.  You'll  find  a collection  bag  inside  every  Red  Nose. 
To  find  out  more  about  Red  Nose  Day,  call  0891  55  77  88*. 
And  remember,  don't  forget  to  wash  your  hands. 
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Your  state 


pension  is 
safe  with  me 


Tony  Blair  is  not  persuaded  by 
Peter  Lilley’s  privatisation  plan 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
Government's  pension 
proposals  are  bold.  For 
some  commentators  that  is 
enough.  And  in  one  sense,  by 
opening  up  the  debate,  they 
give  whoever  forms  the  next 
government  the  chance  to 
conduct  the  debate  more  sensi- 
bly. But  the  question  is:  are  the 
proposals  right;  and  are  they 
thought  through? 

Most  people  find  the  detail 
of  pensions  so  hard  that  they 
give  up  on  iL  But  the  detail 
here  is  crucial,  and  in  essence 
the  Conservative  scheme  is 
simple.  It  is  to  pay  now  and 
hope  to  save  later. 

Ministers  want  to  create  a 
fund  now  that  will  build  up 
over  time  and  so  avoid  the 
need  for  a later  generation  of 
pensioners  to  be  paid  a state 
pension.  Thar  fund  will  come 
in  part  from  taxpayers'  money 
and  in  part  from  removing  tax 
relief  on  contributions  to  pri- 
vate pensions.  Whether  that  is 
right  or  not  manifestly  de- 
pends on  whether  the  balance 
is  fair  between  what  taxpayers 
are  to  pay  now  and  what  a 
future  generation  will  gain: 
and  also,  of  course,  on  the  cost 
and  viability  of  the  govern- 
ment's guarantee  if  anything 
should  go  wrong. 

This  requires  an  immense 

amount  of  derailed  

work.  It  is  not  clear 
has  anywhere 


it 


near  been  carried 
out.  But  let  me  tty 
to  be  constructive. 

There  is  an  ageing 
population,  and  un- 
less we  plan  for 
that  it  could  create  a 
crisis  both  for  to-  _____ 
morrow’s  elderly 
and  their  children  and  grand- 
children. 

We  also  recognise  the  value 
of  secure  pension  schemes 
based  on  investment.  Our 
policies  will  be  underpinned 
by  the  need  to  encourage 
savings.  And  we  agree  that 
many  people  would  rightly 
like  to  see  part  of  their  pen- 
sions invested  in  secure 
schemes  in  which  they  have  a 
clear  stake.  But  how  does  the 
privatisation  of  all  state  pen- 
sions measure  up  to  the  chall- 
enge of  providing  adequate, 
secure,  retirement  incomes  in 
the  future? 

There  will  be  a huge  up- 
front cost  to  be  met  by  the  tax- 
payer. At  its  height,  £7  billion 
a year  — E150  billion  cumu- 
latively by  2040.  If  Labour  had 
launched  such  a proposal,  we 
would  have  been  hounded 
until  we  said  where  the  money 
was  to  come  from. 

Many  of  today's  pensioners 
will  be  surprised  that  the 
Government  wants  to  pay 
£150  billion  to  privatise  the 
pension  system  while  offering 
nothing  to  those  in  poverty 
today.  We  know  that  the 
demographic  changes  will 
really  begin  to  bite  between 
2020  and  2040.  but  in  those  20 
years  it  seems  that  the  Govern- 
ment's priority  is  to  be  to 
spend  £!IO  billion  privatising 
the  state  pension  system.  The 
question  is,  do  the  claimed 
benefits  justify  the  certain 
costs  and  increased  insecurity? 

The  first  claim  is  that  pen- 
sions will  be  better.  The  fear 
must  be  char  for  reasons  of 
marker  failure  or  changes  in 
government  policy.  "Basic  Pen- 
sion Plus"  would  produce  no 
more  than  people  would  have 
received  from  the  basic  state 
pension.  And  if  investment 
returns  are  poor,  the  taxpayer 
will  have  to  pay  a second  time 


We  will 
keep  Serps 
and  the 
basic  state 


pension 


to  underwrite  the  guarantee. 

We  are  told  that  the  great 
prize  is  that  in  2040,  people  on 
average  earnings  could,  if 
things  go  well,  retire  on  £175  a 
week.  Bur  this  is  only  margin- 
ally more  than  their  counter- 
parts today,  and  as  a propor- 
tion of  average  income  it  will 
be  much  less.  The  biggest 
challenge  is  to  provide  p erv- 
sions  for  those  on  low  and 
modest  incomes.  But  the  Gov- 
ernment has  not  told  us  what 
sort  of  pensions  they  can 
expect,  and  who  will  pick  up 
the  bill. 

Peter  LiUey  says  abolishing 
Serps  is  affordable,  but  in 
doing  so  the  Government 
would  deny  people  choice  in 
their  pension  arrangements 
and  remove  the  benchmark 
against  which  individuals  can 
judge  whether  personal  provi- 
sion is  best  for  them. 

And  have  the  regulatory 
problems  of  private  provision 
been  solved?  f do  not  believe 
that  the  mis-selling  and  high 
costs  that  so  many  have  suf- 
fered in  the  past  ten  years  are 
or  were  inevitable.  They  came 
about  because  the  Govern- 
ment got  its  partnership  with 
the  private  sector  wrong.  We 
will  get  it  right. 

Labour  is  determined  to  find 
the  right  balance  between 
state  and  private 
provision,  ana  a fair 
balance  between  the 
needs  of  today's 
pensioners  and 
those  of  tomorrow. 
The  State  should 
not  promise  more 
than  the  working 
population  can  aff- 
_____  ord,  but  it  should 
not  and  need  not 
abandon  all  responsibility.  We 
will  retain  the  basic  state  pen- 
sion as  the  foundation  on 
which  people  can  plan  for 
their  retirement.  No  over- 
whelming case  has  yet  been 
made  for  the  abolition  of 
Serps,  and  so.  because  we 
believe  in  choice,  we  will 
retain  it  for  those  who  wish  to 
remain  within  it 


U; 


nlike  tile  Tories,  we 
want  to  address  the 
problems  faced  by 
many  people  today  who  would 
like  to  be  able  to  join  an 
approved,  value-for-money. 
flexible  funded  pension 
scheme.  Every  possible  penny 
of  their  savings  should  be 
working  for  their  retirement 
not  eaten  up  in  high  charges. 
They  should  not  be  unfairly 
penalised  for  changing  jobs, 
being  out  of  work  or  having 
children.  The  scheme  should 
be  run  in  their  interests.  We 
will  encourage  partnerships 
between  the  financial  service 
industries,  employers’  organ- 
isations and  others  to  offer 
these  new  stakeholder  pension 
schemes.  We  have  consulted 
widely  on  our  proposals  and 
will  continue  to  do  so  in 
government. 

The  provision  of  adequate 
pensions  is  one  of  the  most 
critical  and  difficult  challenges 
confronting  all  industrialised 
countries.  Policy  must  be  sus- 
rainable  for  rhe  long  term: 
people  cannot  afford  to  have 
their  plans  tiirown  into  chaos 
by  unpredictable  swings  in 
policy.  We  should  nor  be 
afraid  to  look  at  any  idea, 
whatever  its  source,  for  the 
right  solution.  But  policies  rhar 
start  from  ideology  — whether 
the  belief  that  the  State  should 
do  everything  or  that  it  should 
do  nothing  — are  unlikely  to 
produce  the  best  outcome.  ■ 


Heroes  of  transition 


Sausage  prices  twice  as  high,  / 
Where's  the  vodka  for  us  to 
buy?  / All  we  do  is  sit  at  home 
/ Watching  Gorby  drone  and 
drone.  This  Russian  ditty,  loosely 
translated,  is  quoted  by  Doder  and 
Branson  in  their  book  Gorbachev. 
They  sum  him  up:  Mikhail  Gorbac- 
hev presided  over  "a  transitional  per- 
iod between  authoritarianism  and 
democracy”. 

What  a bleak  phrase!  What  an 
epitaph  — if  that  is  all  he  gets  — for 
the  man  who,  more  than  any,  arran- 
ged for  the  Soviet  Union  a revolution 
almost  as  earth-shattering  as  the  one 
that  created  it  That  achievement  has 
nor  found  its  rightful  place:  in  the 
middle  of  the  mantelpiece  of  modem 
Russian  history. 

Or  not  for  the  Russians,  anyway.  A 
prophet  without  honour  in  his  own 
country,  Gorbachev  is  described  by 
those  of  his  countrymen  I have  heard 
in  terms  more  of  irritation  than 
respect.  Acknowledgement,  where 
given,  is  grudging.  His  is  not  a name 
to  be  conjured  with  in  the  popular 
politics  of  the  age  that  has  succeeded 
him.  The  man  who  ended  Soviet 
totalitarianism,  arranged  for  free 
elections,  a free  press,  freedom  of 
worship,  new  legislatures  and  a 
multi-party  system:  the  man  who 
introduced  a pluralistic  economy  and 
opened  the  Soviet  Union  to  the  world 
outside:  the  man  who  almost  single- 
handedly  ended  the  Cold  War  and 
the  arms  race:  who  invented  glasnost 
and  perestroika  ...  the  man  with 
whom  Margaret  Thatcher  could  do 
business  — is  consigned  by  his  own 
and  the  succeeding  generation  to  a 
drab  ante-room  near  the  entrance  to 
a new  world. 

This  is  not  because  the  new  world 
has  proved  uncongenial  for  Russians 
— though  for  many  it  has.  Gorbachev 
was  disregarded  while  hopes  for  the 
future  were  still  high.  Why?  Because 
he  was  part  of  the  cold  half-light 
before  the  dawn:  clammy,  transient, 
insubstantial.  Those  who  hanker  for 
a return  to  the  enfolding  dark  would 
go  back  to  the  era  before  him:  those 
who  push  forward  into  the  glare  just 
want  to  leave  him  behind. 

Is  this  not  so  often  the  fate  of 
the  men  and  women  who  serve  as 
bridges  between  eras  in  our  history? 
Resented  by  the  era  from  which  they 
form  a bridge  and  discounted  by  that 
in  which  they  establish  the  bridge- 
head. they  are  seen  by  the  old  guard 
as  heresy  and  by  the  avant  garde  as 
embarrassment.  Yet  they  led  the  way. 
They  showed  courage  while  courage 
was  still  needed.  They  looked  into 
the  unknown.  With  hindsighr  their 
vision  seems  incomplete,  over-cau- 


What  do  Henry  VII,  Gorbachev  and 
Neil  Kinnock  have  in  common? 


tious.  The  first  forays  into  new 
thinking  usually  do.  But  what  vision 
it  was  at  the  time! 

For  Henry  VII,  “vision”  would  be 
die  wrong  word:  he  had  foresight.  He 
is  the  most  underrated  of  the  Hen- 
ries. Shakespeare  tackles  the  Fourth. 
Fifth,  Sixth  and  Eighth  but  omits  the 
Seventh  Henry,  who  laid  the  admin- 
istrative and  fiscal  foundations  for 
the  glories  of  the  Elizabethan  age  in 
whidi  Shakespeare  wrote.  Learning 
young  to  think  for  himself  (his 
mother  was  14  when  he  was  bom),  he 
ended  the  Wars  of  the  Roses  by  his 
marriage  to  Elizabeth:  concluded  a 

peace  with  France  

and  formed  an  alli- 
ance with  Spain  by 
marrying  Ms  son  to 
Catherine  of  Ara- 
gon. He  married  his 
daughter  to  James 
IV  of  Scotland,  and 
settled  that  war  too. 

Perhaps  William 


Hague  should  marry  John  Major’s 
daughter,  Elizabeth  of  Huntingdon. 

Above  all,  Henry  was  that  rather 
unfashionable  thing,  an  administra- 
tor. He  governed  in  a hands-on  way 
described  by  Francis  Bacon,  as  “a 
nearness,  but  yet  with  a kind  of  jus- 
tice". You  could  say  he  helped  invent 
the  English  State,  with  its  particular 
regard  for  fiscal  probity  and  the  rule 
of  law.  With  the  Star  Chamber  he 
sorted  out  a chaotic  administration  of 
justice.  “His  times.”  says  Bacon,  "for 
good  Commonwealth's  laws  did  ex- 
cel." They  were  “the  pre-eminent 
virtue  and  merit  of  this  King".  He 
sponsored  explorers  like  John  Cabot, 
to  boost  trade  — his  constant  preoccu- 
pation. With  the  stability  he  brought 
commerce  flourished. 

Henry  was  a hoarder,  fabulously 
successful  in  raising  taxes.  He  left 
England  at  peace,  and  the  Exchequer 
(and  the  Crown)  in  better  shape  than 
any  before  him  and  many  since.  He 
placed  the  State  on  a sound  footing. 
He  was  therefore  considered  boring. 

Described  as  "a  tired  and  anxious- 
looking  man.  with  small  blue  eyes 
and  bad  teeth".  Heniy  was  famously 
short  on  charisma:  but  there  is  a 
deeper  reason  why  his  name  lacks 
lustre.  Transitional  figures  such  as 
Gorbachev  and  Henry  address  a 
need  which  succeeding  ages  view  as 
glaring.  This  (we  therefore  suppose) 
required  no  grear  foresight  But  our 
standpoint  is  the  veiy  terrain  they 


have  made  safe  for  us.  They  con- 
structed the  compass.  They  made  the 
obvious  obvious.  To  be  dismissed  as 
having  done  no  mare  than  the 
obvious  can  be  a backhanded  compli- 
ment of  the  highest  order. 

Richard  Nixon  has  suffered  a 
similar  fete.  Assisted  by  Willy  Brandi 
(another  key  neglected  figure  of 
transition).  Nixon  was  the  rather  of 
the  East-West  detente  in  which 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  flourished.  He 
recognised  China.  He  visited  Beijing. 
He  pulled  American  troops  out  of  the 
Vietnam  War  and  the  quasi -imperial- 
ist attitudes  that  accompanied  iL  Suc- 
ceeding Goldwater 
as  presidential  can- 
didate. he  rescued 
the  Republican  Par- 
ty from  iiself. 
Launched  with  the 
rhetoric  of  a oold- 
warrior.  his  presi- 
dency proved  a dis- 
appointment to  the 


hardliners  whose  support  he  had 
courted:  yet  he  could  never  be 
acceptable  to  liberal  America.  The. 
resulting  rather  unfocused  image,  of 
a political  fixer  without  bearings, 
was  probably  critical  in  sinking 
him  when  Watergate  came:  yet  com- 
parable scandals  have  failed  to 
rink  Presidents  better  regarded  by 
their  age.  Nixon  bridged  two  tradi- 
tions in  American  politics,  disap- 
pointing both. 


Edward  Heath  should  sym- 
pathise. The  first  modem 
Tory  Prime  Minister,  he 
took  British  Conservatism 
to  the  very  doorstep  of  “Thatcher- 
ism". Beginning  his  career  in  the 
whips'  office,  he  helped  to  ease  out  the 
party’s  ageing  leader,  Churchill.  A 
carpenter's  son.  he  promoted  a gro- 
cer’s daughter,  part  of  a transforma- 
tion of  Ms  party  from  an  old  boys' 
network  into  a meritocracy.  He  took 
Britain,  and  British  Conservatism, 
into  Europe.  He  took  a first  brave 
swipe  at  trade  unionism.  Yet  (says 
his  biographer,  John  Campbell) 
“Heath’s  career  appeared  to  end  in 
more  complete  isolation,  obloquy  and 
embarrassment  than  any  other  in 
modem  times" 

As  with  Adolfo  Suarez,  in  Spain, 
the  succeeding  age  remembers  only 
that  he  who  ushered  it  in.  loaded  with 
the  baggage  of  what  had  gone  before, 
finally  stumbled.  Suarez  ought  to  be  a 


20th-cennuy  hero.  He  came  up 
through  the  ranks  of  the  totalitarian 
politics  of  General  Franca  but  secret- 
ly impressed  the  King.  Seen  as  a 
reactionary  nonentity,  Ms  appoint- 
ment by  Juan  Carlos  as  Prime  Minis- 
ter in  1076  was  greeted  in  El  Pais  vAth 
"jQue  error!  jQue  imenso  error!" 
Without  democratic  legitimacy, 
Suarez  had  to  run  the  Government 
wM'ch  would  introduce  democracy, 
dismantling  the  very  system  that  had 
produced  him.  This  he  accomplished 
with  skill,  nerve,  generosity  and 
astonishing  decisiveness.  His  Gov- 
ernment legalised  the  Socialists  and 
the  trade  unions.  He  won  Spain's 
first  election,  a year  later.  “Rather  to 
its  surprise."  says  John  Hooper  in 
The  /Veic  Spaniards,  Spain  found 
itself  a decentralised  nation  of  home- 
ruled  regions. 

But  Suarez  lacked  the  skills  of 
a party  leader,  and,  in  the  party  sys- 
tem he  had  helped  create,  faltered. 
He  was  replaced,  later  ennobled, 
and  is  now  less  remembered  than  Ms 
successful  Socialist  successor,  Felipe 
Gonzalez.  But  Gonzalez,  and  mod- 
em Spain,  owe  everything  to  Suarez. 
Just  over  the  frontier  in  Portugal, 
another  European  nation  owes  much 
ro  — but  hardly  remembers  — the 
man  who  acMeved  rhe  incredible  leap 
from  Third  World  dictatorship  to 
European  democracy:  Mario  Soares, 
a hero  in  my  transitionalists’  hall  of 
fame. 

Neil  Kinnock  deserves  a place 
there  too.  We  gasp  at  the  achieve- 
ments of  Tony  Blair,  who  came  ra- 
ther late  to  courage.  We  salute  the 
memory  of  John  Smith,  who  proved 
timid  but  was  redeemed  by  death. 
But  at  the  record  of  the  man  who 
kicked  over  the  Militant  tables  and 
wrenched  his  party  away  from  the 
past,  we  only  snigger.  Tony  Blair  is 
not  the  originator  of  new  Labour:  he 
is  the  product  of  iL  Mr  Kinnock  was 
seen  by  the  socialist  companions  of 
Ms  youth  as  selling  out  on  socialism: 
and  among  Labour's  rootless  young 
newcomers  it  is  not  fashionable  to 
acknowledge  the  bravery  of  those 
who  were  brave  when  to  be  brave  you 
did  have  to  be  brave.  Mr  Kinnock’s 
reputation  is  therefore  lost  in  a limbo 
between  old  Labour  and  new.  But  it 
was  he  who  ushered  in  the  new. 

Mr  Kinnock  looks  happy  in  Ms 
new  job.  Suarez  is  a duke.  Heath  a 
curmudgeon.  Nixon  never  recovered, 
Soares  is  hardly  remembered  and 
Henry  VII  we  have  ail  but  forgotten. 
To  Hemy.  then,  and  fellow-rranri- 
tionals  in  eveiy  institution,  large  and 
small,  let  us  raise  our  glasses  to  the 
tired  and  anxious  little  men  with 
small  blue  eyes  and  bad  teeth. 


Cat  flap 


THERE  is  an  eerie  howl  emanat- 
ing from  the  back  alleys  of  White- 
hall. as  Humphrey  the  Downing 
Street  cat  prepares  for  life  without 
the  trappings  of  power.  Under  the 
Tories,  he  is  cosseted  and  cared  for. 
Labour's  big  encMIadas,  however, 
are  not  cat-lovers.  Cherie  Blair  has 
been  telling  friends  she  finds  cats 
unhygienic. 

At  the  moment.  Humphrey  has 
the  run  of  Downing  Street.  He 


comes  in  and  out  of  rhe  back 
door  of  No  10  at  will,  then  jumps 
over  to  No  11  where  he  is  welcomed 
by  Gillian  Clarke,  the  Chancel- 
lor’s wife,  with  a bowl  of  carfood. 
Mrs  Clarke  even  wears  a cat- 
decorated pinny  to  make  Humph 
feel  at  home. 

Gordon  Brown,  not  a pinafore 
man  so  far  as  we  know,  would  be 
far  too  busy  with  his  Hayek  and 
Friedman  textbooks  to  bother 
about  Kit-e-KaL  The  Blairs,  with 
three  children  already-  do  not  need 
any  more  hungry  mouths. 

One  option  is  for  Humphrey  to 
go  with  the  Clarkes  or  Majors. 
Neither  family,  however,  has  yet 
signed  the  adoption  papers. 

The  only  ones  glad  to  see  him  go 
may  be  the  birds  around  Downing 
Street-  The  Prime  Minister  himserf 
intervened  when  Humphrey 
starred  looking  at  them  with  the 
sort  of  drool  that  Sir  Edward 
Heath  reserves  for  a suet  pudding. 


witness  when  he  married,  not  for 
the  first  time,  but  the  second." 

Yesterday’s  New  York  Times  re- 
ported that  Mrs  Wallach  replied: 
“What  do  you  mean  by  official  wit- 
ness?" Arafat  told  hen  “In  this 
country  you  call  it  best  man." 


Wheels  off 


been  refused  the  plot  it  requested. 
“ Our  garden  is  designed  to  fit  a 
rectangle,  not  a square  or  an 
oval,"  says  a man  at  the  jewellers. 
" At  Cartier,  we  are  perfectionists ." 


ELECTION  TIME  has  heightened 
the  political  sensitivities  of  Sir 
George  Young,  the  Transport  Sec- 
retary. who  is  to  open  Richard 


Branson's  new  West  Coast  main 
tine  on  Monday.  All  was  in  order 
for  a glittering  event  until  the  Sir 
George  spotted  the  name  of  the 
train  he  was  supposed  to  be  bless- 
ing: Red  Renaissance.  “I  think  the 
irony  would  not  have  beat  lost  on 
the  voters,"  says  one  dose  to  Sir 
George.  A discreet  phone  call  and 
Branson's  lot  agreed  io  find  a less 
contentious  title:  Mission 
Impossible. 


Raw  nerve 


Yas  man 


Where  next  for  Humphrey? 


• No  Cartier  at  thisyear's  Chelsea 
Flower  Show.  Despite  having 
bagged  a gold  medal  in  three 
successive  years,  the  company  has 


YASSIR  ARAFAT,  in  New  York 
this  week,  has  let  slip  a detail  about 
his  relationship  with  the  late  Egyp- 
tian President,  Anwar  SadaL  of 
whom  he  was  so  bitterly  critical 
after  the  1973  Camp  David  accord. 

Arafat,  in  the  course  of  a re- 
laxed Manhattan  conversation 
with  Janer  Wallach,  co-author  of 
an  Arafat  biography,  told  her:  “111 
tell  you  a real  secret,  one  I have 
never  told  anyone  before.  I met 
Sadat  in  1950  and  was  his  official 


THERE  is  no  stopping  Kristen 
McMenamy,  the  beanpole  Cana- 
dian model.  After  being  turned 
down  by  Versace  for  this  season's 
show,  because  she  "wasn't  couture 
enough".  Miss  McMenamy  drove 
to  his  hotel  and  stripped. 

Striking  a pose,  in  only  high- 
heels  and  stringy  lingerie,  she 
sashayed  into  the  Versace  salon, 
posed  and  asked  him:  “Am  I haute 
couture  or  what?"  Signor  Versace 
booked  her. 


McMenamy.  take  that 


Putting  on 


“Stop  iL  Eric  The  Queen 
can’t  see  you" 


ABANDONING  her  populist 
roots.  Mel  B.  Spice  Girl,  turned  up 
in  the  Palm  Room  of  the  Ritz  in  Pic- 


cadilly on  Wednesday.  Just  as  the 
assorted  duchesses  and  walkers 
were  gathering  up  their  sMh-tzus 
after  tea.  in  came  Mel  B wearing  a 
loud  1960s  trouser-suitofgeometri- 
cal  design,  clasping  the  hand  of  a 
diminutive  redhead. 

Ignoring  autograph  hunters,  she 
paraded  to  plonk  herself  jn  the 
laps  or  various  startled  Fink-Nonle 
types.  Flirting  with  one  centre- 
parted  man  she  asked  him  whar  he 
hfld  done  that  day,  then  cooed' 
“Poor,  poor  you.  having  to  work." 


PHS 


Philip 

Howard 


■ Not  quite 
the  new 
Machiavelli 


It  is  a pretty  diary.  Lord 
McAlpine.  But  you  must  nor 
call  it  Machiavelli.  Your 
fiction.  The  Servant,  was  far  less 
plausible  than  your  bitchy,  witty 
memoirs  that  we  are  serialising 
in  The  Times.  And  they  are  so 
much  more  fun  than  the  maud- 
lin self-pity  of  Ian  Greer,  who 

still  cannot  recognise  that-  be 

was  a cause  of  the  sleaze  disease; 
not  its  victim.  Your  Servant  was 
a salute  to  The  Prince  by  that 
other  loose  cannon  of  a courtier, 
Niccolo  MacMavelli. 

But  there  the  similarity  be- 
tween you  ends.  Out  of  hissur- 
name  we  have  coined  an  epithet 
for  a rascal,  and  out  Of 1 Ms 
Christian  name  a synonym  for 
the  Devil.  Hudibras “Nick 
MacMavel  had  ne’er  a trick,  i 
Though  he  gives  name  to  our. 
Old  Nick”  In  facL  tMs  is  folk 
etymology  and  false.  Old  Nick 
was  around  as  a nickname  for. 
man's  oldest  enemy  long  before. 
MacMavel  schema!  in  Renais- 
sance Florence  and  became  a 
bogey  to  frighten  babies  of 
English  xenophobes.  But  your 
surname  has  become  a syn- 
onym for  big  concrete,  and  your 
Christian  name  is  a name  for 
dentists.  MacMavel  was  a poor 
boy,  scat  of  a bankrupt,  who  was 
driven  to  educare  himself  very 
learnedly  from  books.  You  were 
bom  with  a silver  cement-mixer 
in  your  mouth;  and  your  educa- 
tion was  of  the  sort  that  can  only 
be  expected  from  Stowe. 

Machiavelli  was  a serious 
player  in  the  turbulent  politics  of 
his  time,  as  ambassador,  states- 
man and  top  sherpa  to  pave  the 
way  to  summits  for  popes, 
emperors  and  kings.  He  invent- 
ed military  conscription  in  order 
to  <rive  Florence  its  own  militia, 
and  he  is  the  father  of  political 
science.  While  your  political 
talents  lay  in  persuading  rich 
dimbers  to  take  out  their  wallets 
and  shake  them  into  die  clan- 
destine bucket  of  Conservative 
Party  funds.  He  was  the  sarcas- 
tic. thin-lipped  ideologue,  driven 
by  his  schemes  to  put  the  world, 
and  .especially  Florence,  to 
rights.  You  are  the  jovial  Cham- 
pagne Charlie,  and  never  a pro- 
per Thatcherite.  In  retrospect 
you  are  certainly  rude  about  the 
real  Thatcherites.  He  was  small, 
thin  and  bitter.  You  are  small, 
rotund  and  jolly. 


Machiavelli  never  found 
anybody  to  live  up  to 
Ms  ideal  Prince.  He 
was  consistently  let  down,  first 
by  Cesare  Borgia;  then  by  Piero 
Soderini.  the  gonfalonier  (Prime 
Minister)  of  Florence,  then  by 
the  Magnificent  Lorenzo  de’ 
Media.  You  were  not  in  the  least 
interested  in  politics.  But  you 
are  dearly  in  love  with  your 
Principessa,  your  Mother/Mis-. 
tress/Goddess  substitute,  who 
was  the  first  person  to  give  you  a 
proper  job,  at  the  ripe  age  of  32. 
Your  brown-nosed  accounts  of 
her  feeding  and  stroking  you  are 
sweet  though  in  the  saccharine 
Hello!  mode. 

Machiavelli  was  the  proto- 
Th  at  die  rite:  “As  a prince  must 
be  able  to  act  just  life  a beast  he 
should  leam  from  the  fox  and 
the  lion.  Because  the  lion  does 
not  defend  himself  against 
traps,  and  the  fox  does  not  de- 
fend himself  against  wolves.  So 
one  has  to  be  a fox  in  order  to 
recognise  traps,  and  a lion  to 
frighten  off  wolves."  You  left  the 
politics  to  your  Princess  and  en- 
joyed tile  buzz  at  the  centre  of 
dungs.  Desperate  times  call  for 
desperate  measures.  Machiavel- 
li laid  down  the  extreme  Thatch- 
erite insistence  that  while  voters 
are  bound  by  conventional  mor- 
als, a ruler  may  use  any  means 
necessary  to  maintain  power,  no 
matter  how  unscrupulous. 

Con  temporaries  said  that  you 
bwi  made  things  up  and  got 
things  wrong.  But  your  anec- 
dotes are  more  entertaining,  be- 
cause we  know  the  victims.  “The 
only  part  about  the  recession 
tnat  was  short  and  shallow  was 
its  cause:  Norman  Lament  "And 
wna,  apart  from  the  victims,  will 
not  relish  your  Borgia  stiletto  in 
the  back  of  former  chums?  Geof- 
frey Howe’s  monstrous  ego 
thinking  that  John  Major's  ar- 
rival at  the  Foreign  Office  was 
meant  to  be  a great  help  to  him. 
lea  Heath  spitefully  misleading 
nis  adviser  into  expecting  the  Sir 
he  had  waited  all  his  life  for. 
John  Major  hauled  in  to  shake 
Party  money  out  of  some  shady 
reek  millionaire.  Jeffrey  Ar- 
cher. for  the  sake  of  Britain. 

n®Ver  be  given  a job  of  any 
political  consequence.  Now,  you 
va!  an?clous  to  offer  yourself  to 
f ?.ur  Magnificence  with  some 
v,™  rLyour  devotion  to  Her. 
Ih_  r.*mle  book  may  not  have 

r5^,ld^iog.lcal  foree  of  OId 

Bul lf  your  Princess  has 
of  humour  you  surpris- 
y allege  that  she  has,  she  wfll 
re jaughing  her  head  off.  With 

Horen™  laughu?r  °f  Mediri 
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BUGS  IN  THE  SYSTEM 


A new  E.  coli  incident  another  case  for  institutional  change 


. After  yet  another  policy  error,  the  Ministry 
. erf  Agriculture  has  exhausted  any  remaining 

• excuses.  As  far  as  consumers  are  concerned^ 

. . have come to mean  More 

I g Awful  Food  Failings.  The  thoroughly  inept 

: . ; performance  of  Douglas  Hogg  should  not, 

• however,  be  taken  as  the  prime  source  of 
recent  problems.  The  conduct  of  his  depart- 

: men*  1?self  must  be  addressed.  The  failure  to 
•publicise  the  Hygiene  Action  Team's 
•!  disturbing  report  into  the  practices  of 
Britain's  abattoirs  was  incompatible  with  a 

• proper  concern  for  public  health. 

None  of  the  key  issues  was  addressed  by 
the  Prime  Minister  or  Mr  Hogg  in  their 
statements  yesterday.  Neither  man  could 
provide  a satisfactory  response  as  to  why  a 
••  report  that  took  12  months  to  produce, 
involved  site  visits  to  every  abattoir  in  the 

• country  and  which  generated  such  devastat- 
■ mg  conclusions,  was  not  read  by  ministers. 

; That  would  have  been  inexcusable  in  any 

circumstance.  That  it  was  still  the  case  even 

• after  the  announcement  on  BSE  is  astound- 

• ing.  Mr  Hogg  sought  credit  for  the  creation 
; of  the  Meat  Hygiene  Service  over  Labour 
■;  opposition.  If  its  output  was  not  deemed 

^ „■  important  enough  to  place  on  ministers* 

: 1?  !;  desks  it  is  not  clear  why  he  bothered. 

Despite  this  inattention,  officials  could 
have  acted  in  place  of  their  political  masters; 
then  matters  would  have  been  mitigated. 
•;  Instead,  a 54-page  report,  short  and  snappy 

• by  Whitehall  standards,  was  rendered 
\ ^mpre  concise”  and  its  author  asked  to  recast 
;;  it  in  a more  positive  spirit  It  would 
;;  ultimately  merit  only  a single  reference  on 
!•  one  page  of  the  Meat  Hygiene  Service 

annual  report  that  was  placed  in  the  library 
;•  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Mr  Hogg  seemed 


to  think  that  represented  an  adequate  level 
of  consultation.  Not  many  others  will  agree. 

Even  this  sanitised  version  was  not  made 
publicly  available.  Instead  the  circulation 
was  limited  to  certain  industiy  insiders  for 
fear  of  additional  adverse  publicity  after  the 
BSE  announcement.  Obviously  the  affected 
abattoirs  needed  to  be  informed  of  their 
defects  to  improve  their  future  functioning. 
But  the  possible  consequences  of  past 
misconduct  demanded  a much  wider  audi- 
ence.  The  impression  left  is  that,  once  again, 
the  protection  of  its  industiy  was  the 
ministry’s  chief  aim. 

If  the  81  recommendations  outlined  by  the 
Hygiene  Advice  Team  had  actually  been 
implemented,  that  would  have  represented 
some  recompense.  Mr  Hogg,  however, 
could  offer  no  such  guarantee  nor  set  out  on 
what  basis  the  various  suggestions  had  or 
had  not  been  accepted.  The  public  has  only 
the  pledge  of  ministers  that  satisfactory 
action  has  been  taken.  There  is  little  basis  on 
which  to  have  much  faith  in  that. 

No  reform  or  reassurance  from  the  Min- 
istry of  Agriculture  can  now  pass  muster.  It 
cannot  be  made  sufficiently  distant  from  the 
producer  interests  that  it  is  intended  to 
regulate.  A separate  and  independent 
agency,  broadly  modelled  on  the  American 
Food  and  Drug  Administration,  reporting 
directly  to  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Parliament,  is  the  sole  device  that  might  now 
restore  confidence.  It  alone  can  attract  and 
then  deploy  specialist  officials  of  due 
standing.  In  the  United  States  the  FDA  has 
critics  who  claim  that  it  enforces  its  mandate 
with  an  excess  of  vigour.  After  the  events  of 
the  past  year  an  overzealous  approach  here 
would  be  very  welcome. 


LANDSLIDE  DANGERS 

Labour  must  beware  bold  prophecy 


The  polls  point  to  a Labour  victory  at  the 

• next  election.  The  vast  majority  of  voters 
; expects  Labour  to  win.  Even  John  Major  at 

last  alludes  to  the  prospect  of  power 

■ changing  hands.  But  when  Labour  poli- 
tirians  speak  of  their  fondest  hopes  they  are 
asking  for  trouble.  Robin  Cook  let  slip  his 
expectations  of  a Labour  “landslide”  at  a 

, semi-private  dinner  on  Wednesday  night 
■'  and  the  wrath  of  his  leader  descended  upon 
. him.  “We  take  nothing  for  granted,'*  Tony 
Blair  said  yesterday. 

The  Labour  leader  knows1  that  all  com- 
placency is  the  enemy  of  victory.  But  public 

* expectations  of  a Labour:  landslide  risk 

• '•  disaster  for  the  Opposition  and  bring  good 

news  for  the  Tories.  The  prospect  of  a 
massive  Labour  victory  scares  voters  who 

■ fear  a resulting  licence  to  lurch  to  the  Left  It 

• encourages  low  turnout  of  Labour  support- 
ers. And  it  increases  the  liberal  Democrat 
vote  at  the  expense  of  Labour  as  people  seek 

• a counterbalance  to  an  overmighty  govern- 
ment Most  of  all,  though,  the  British  like  to 

. punish  triumphalism  and  to  reward  the 
underdog.  Labour’s  biggest  mistake  in  the 
last  general  election  was  to  hold  a rally  in 
. Sheffield  at  which  Neil  Kinnock  behaved  as 
if  victory  was  in  the  bag. 
ip  For  this  reason,  a Labour  landslide  is 

■ unlikely.  It  would  also  be  pseph  ol  ogically 
unprecedented.  Already  Labour  needs  a 
swing  bigger  than  the  party  has  achieved 

: since  the  War  merely  to  govern  with  a 
;•  majority.  To  gain  a landslide — a majority  of 
more  than  100  — would  entail  a change  in 
the  climate  of  opinion  as  dramatic  as  that 

• which  swept  Attlee  into  power  in  1945. 

Would  a large  majority  be  as  dangerous, 
•.  however,  as  many  fear?  In  the  past,  it  would 
have  emboldened  a Labour  government  to 
be  more  left-wing.  Oddly,  the  opposite  may 
be  the  case  this  time  round.  Mr  Blair's 
instincts  are  to  the  right  of  his  party.  His 
main  constraint  in,  for  example,  reforming 
; the  welfare  state  would  be  opposition  from 

■ his  own  side.  Since  the  new  intake  of  Labour 
MPs  will  be  predominately  Blairite,  a large 


parliamentary  majority  would  allow  him  to 
pass  such  legislation  even  if  some  of  his 
older  members  rebelled. 

The  changes  that  have  been  introduced  to 
the  party  in  the  past  few  years  also  make  a 
lurch  to  the  Left  unlikely.  The  pressures  on 
Labour  MPs  are  quite  different  from  those 
in  the  1970s  and  1980s.  Then  they  had  to 
spend  much  of  their  time  looking  over  their 
shoulders  at  their  activists.  The  threat  of  de- 
selection fay  the  intimidating  cabals  who  ran 
their  constituencies  forced  many  to  be  more 
left-wing  than  they  would  otherwise  have 
wished.  Now,  deselection  is  in  the  hands  of 
every  member  in  a constituency,  not  just  a 
narrow  band  of  activists  and  shop  stewards. 
The  members  themselves  are  much  more 
moderate;  nearly  half  have  joined  the  party 
since  Mr  Blair  became  leader. 

A majority  of  50  or  so  ought  to  allow  Mr 
Blair  to  govern  comfortably  for  the  full  five 
years,  even  after  deaths  and  by-election 
defeats.  It  would  also  take  the  sting  out  of  the 
West  Lothian  Question.  For  Labour  would 
have  a majority  in  England  as  well  as  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  Tory  MPs  would  not  be 
able  to  complain  that  Labour  was  using  its 
Scottish  MIPS  to  force  through  English 
legislation,  while  English  MPs  had  no 
influence  on  Scottish  laws. 

A landslide  majority,  however,  does  not 
always  lead  to  good  government.  Party 
management  becomes  more  difficult  as 
many  backbenchers  are  left  without  govern- 
ment or  parliamentary  jobs.  Prime  min- 
isters with  huge  majorities  are  liable  to  over- 
interpret  their  mandate.  Margaret  Thatcher 
did  so  after  1987,  when  she  pressed  too  far 
with  her  “flagship”  policy,  the  poll  tax. 

Francis  Pym  warned  of  the  undesirability 
of  landslides  before  the  1983  election.  His 
declared  .preference  was  for  a majority  of 
between  50  and  100.  Many  who  hope  for  a 
moderate  but  responsive  Labour  govern- 
ment will  agree.  Much  smaller  than  50  and 
a handful  of  leftwingers  could  sabotage  Mr 
Blair's  plans.  Much  larger  than  100  and  the 
arrogance  of  power  could  go  to  his  head. 


ANIMALS  NOT  VEGETABLES 


All  zoos  must  match  the  standards  of  the  best 
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posals have  the  backing  of  the  Federal  ion  of 
Zoological  Gardens  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  whose  members  include  some  of  the 
biggest  and  best  British  zoos:  in  London. 
Chester,  Bristol  and  Edinburgh.  There  are. 
however,  some  300  zoos  throughout  the 
country  and  several  still  exemplify  the 
commercial  formula  of  exhibiting  animals 
as  “attractions",  keeping  them  in  poor 
conditions  or  next  door  to  funfairs  and 
theme  parks.  The  worst  would  have  to  dose. 

All  this  makes  sound  ethical  sense. 
London  Zoo,  which  has  been  at  the  forefront 
of  the  debate  on  the  conservationist  mission 
of  zoos  since  its  own  near-bankruptcy  and 
closure,  is  about  to  reopen  the  famous 
Mappin  Terraces,  remodelled  and  re- 
designed to  reflect  the  new  standards 
demanded  by  animal  welfare.  Closed  12 
years  ago.  they  will  form  a single  exhibit 
area  that  will  be  mainly  devoted  to  sloth 
bears,  a threatened  species. 

If  the  battle  is  nearly  won  in  Britain,  this  is 
far  from  the  case  in  much  of  Europe. 
Moscow  Zoo,  once  a great  institution,  has 
become  a slum,  in  urgent  need  of  fresh 
funds.  Around  the  Mediterranean,  where 
attitudes  to  animal  welfare  are  cavalier, 
there  are  shameful  exhibits.  A proposed 
European  Union  directive  has  been  watered 
downto  a recommendation,  because  of  its 
political  sensitivities;  but  it  should  be 
powerfully  enjoined. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

i Pennington  Street  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


Labour  plans  for  the  constitution,  tax  and  the  unions 


From  Lord  Marsh 

Sir,  In  the  considerable  discussion  of 
the  Labour  Party's  plans  for  reform  of 
the  House  of  Lords  there  is  an  omi- 
nous silence  on  the  possible  future  of 
the  non-party  crossbench  peers. 

With  312  members  (more  than  rhe 
Labour  and  Liberal  Democrat  peers 
combined)  and  the  complete  absence 
of  party  allegiance  we  constitute  the 
second  largest  group  in  the  House 
and  enjoy  total  immunity  from  the 
threats  and  blandishments  of  rhe 
party  whips.  That  this  is  inconvenient 
for  the  party’  managers  is  understand- 
able since,  lacking  both  the  desire  and 
the  party  organisation  to  arrive  at  col- 
lective decisions,  we  can  only  listen  to 
the  arguments  and  vote  on  the  merits 
as  we  see  them.  While  this  would  be 
impractical  in  the  Commons,  in  a sec- 
ond chamber  concerned  primarily 
with  scrutiny  and  revision  a minority 
of  genuine  independents  must  be  of 
value. 

Would  it  not  be  sad.  and  possibly  ir- 
responsible, if  this  unique  element  in 
our  parliamentary  system  was  allow- 
ed to  disappear  without  public  discus- 
sion? 

1 remain,  etc. 

RICHARD  MARSH. 

House  of  Lurds. 

March  4. 

From  Councillor  Sir  Ronald  Watson 

Sir,  Sir  Jeremy  Beecham,  the  Labour 
chairman-designate  of  rhe  new  Local 
Government  Association,  states  that 
“If  1 were  Tony  Blair  and  1 wanted  a 
shift  in  the  proportion  of  money 
coming  from  local  taxation  I would 
move  early:  let  the  councils  take  the 
flak"  (repon.  February  28).  This  will 
come  as  no  surprise  to  those  of  us  who 
have  seen  the  Labour  Party  operate  at 
local  level  in  town  halls  up  and  down 
the  country. 

Labour  Party  members  in  local  gov- 
ernment are  now  desperately  frustrat- 
ed people.  They  solemnly  but  reluct- 
antly adhere  to  their  party's  national 
line  and  are  undoubtedly  biding  their 
rime  until  they  believe  they  will  be 
able  to  exert  real  influence.  Mean- 
while, the  Labour  Parly  has  been  very 
coy  about  announcing  its  plans  for 
anything:  in  local  government  terms 
the  only  commitment  that  has  been 


Vanunu  plea 

From  Mr  Leslie  Waddington 

Sir,  The  history  oFmodem  intellectual 
Judaism  is  associated  with  tolerance 
and  respect  for  the  individual.  The 
State  of  Israel,  in  its  initial  kidnapping 
and  continual  imprisonment  of  Mr 
Mordechai  Vanunu  in  the  barbaric 
conditions  described  by  Mr  Andrew 
Neil  (letter,  February  241  and  ignored 
by  Mr  David  Harounoff  Oerter.  Feb- 
ruary 28).  is  denying  this  tradition. 

For  Mr  Harounoff  to  state  that  the 
main  political  parries  in  Israel  sup- 
port this  situation  is  a very  sad  point 
and  makes  one  wonder,  with  embar- 
rassment. what  has  happened  to  that 
country. 

Yours  faithfully, 

LESLIE  WADDINGTON. 

It  Cork  Street.  Wl. 

February  28. 

From  Mr  Michael  Htilfvm 

Sir.  Mr  David  Hanuinnff's  spirited 
defence  of  Israel’s  treatment  of  Mr 
Vanunu  claims  also  that  it  is  support- 
ed by  both  Likud  and  the  Opposition. 

That  is  as  may  he.  but  the  West  ex- 
pects that  only  ITiird  World  dictator- 
ships exact  retribution  from  prisoners 
— political  or  otherwise  — by  incarcer- 
ation in  solitary'  confinement  fora  de- 
cade. 

Such  confinement  amounts  to  a 
cruel  and  unusual  punishment  which 
breaches  international  .standards-  of 
accepted  hchutimir. 

Enough  would  appear  to  he 
enough. 

Yours  sincerely. 

MICHAEL  HALPERN. 

AJington  House. 

Alington  Road.  FWiie.  Dorset. 
February  28. 


Israel’s  ‘candid  friends' 

From  Mr  David  Weizmann 

Sir.  I would  strongly  oppose  lhe  con- 
tention put  forward  by  I ‘resident 
Weizman  during  his  state  visit  u»  this 
country  (report.  February  27)  that  the 
job  of  Jews  outside  Israel  is  to  support 
Israel,  but  to  keep  out  of  that  eniintn  s 
pul  i tics. 

Jews  living  outside  Israel  have  as 
much  right  to  criticise  Israel  as  have 
Englishmen,  t lermans.  Americans  or 
anyone  else  to  criticise  their  country, 
wherever  they  live,  if  they  feel  their 
policies  are  wrong. 

Criticism  must  not  be  mistaken  for 
enmity  and  Mr  Malcolm  RifkinJ  and 
others  are  undertaking  the  role  of  can- 
did friends,  who  wish  only  for  Israel 
and  its  neighbours  to  live  in  a lasting 
peace. 

Yours  sincereli. 

DAVID  WI-.1ZMANN. 

Orchard  Cottage. 

27  GrosVennr  Riiad. 

Caversham.  Reading.  Berkshire 
March  2. 
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made  has  been  a phased  release  of  the 
substantial  amounts  of  capital  held  by 
councils  in  their  housing  accounts  in 
order  to  fond  a programme  of  new 
council-house  building. 

As  local  authorities  will  thus  be  de- 
nied the  immediate  benefits  of  the  in- 
terest that  accrues  on  these  accounts 
the  result  will  be  an  inflation  across 
the  country  and  rises  in  council  tax. 

The  public  should  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Labour  Party  in  load  govern- 
ment is  like  a pressure  cooker.  Ir  will 
not  be  long  before  rhe  members  ex- 
plode. scanering  socialism  over  their 
communities. 

Yours  sincerely, 

RONALD  WATSON 
(Dukes  Ward  Representative, 
Conservative). 

Sefton  Metropolitan 
Borough  Council. 

Town  Hall.  Southport.  Lancashire. 
March  4. 

From  Mr  Geoffrey  Hinton 

Sir.  The  Shadow  Chancellor’s  reas- 
surances over  Labour's  taxation  poli- 
cy make  no  mention  of  rate-capping. 

1 well  remember  the  unexpected 
doubling  of  my  domestic  rate  by  the 
Labour-dominated  Oxford  City  Coun- 
cil both  in  1987  and  I9S9,  a draconian 
move  which  brought  hardship  to 
some  householders,  especially  the  el- 
derly. 

The  current  crisis  in  local  authority 
financing  is  obviously  impacting  on 
the  schools  and  social  services.  If  Mr 
Brown  and  his  colleagues  promise,  as 
they  do.  to  reverse  this  process  of  de- 
cline without  raising  income  tax  or 
VAT  levels  the  ratepayer  will  obvious- 
ly have  to  foot  the  bill. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEOFFREY  HINTON. 

1 Northmoor  Place.  Oxford. 

March  3. 

From  the  General  Secretary  of 
the  Trades  Union  Congress 

Sir,  You  reported  (Business.  March  3) 
the  opposition  of  the  Director-General 
of  the  Institute  of  Personnel  and  De- 
velopment (1PD)  to  the  Labour  Party's 
plans  for  a legal  framework  for  union 
representation  and  recognition. 

The  Director-General  states  in  his 


From  Ms  Susan  Haskins 

Sir.  It  is  comforting  to  know  that  the 
Bible  backs  up  the  Reverend  Toddy 
Hoare's  contention  (report  and  pic- 
ture. February  25)  that  Mary  Magda- 
lene was  not  a prostitute  but  the  first 
apostle. 

The  argument  is  taken  from  the 
New  Testament  and  has  been  current 
for  at  least  1,700  years,  since  Hippoly- 
rus  of  Rome  (d  235)  described  her  as 
the  "apostle  to  the  apostles"  in  his 
commentary  on  the  Song  of  Songs. 

Conventional  theology  no  longer  re- 
gards Mary  Magdalene  as  a repen- 
tant whore.  The  idea  that  she  was  de- 
rives not  from  the  Gospels  but  from 
her  conflation  in  early  Christian  exe- 
gesis with  the  unnamed  sinner  in 
Luke  (vii.  37.  38).  who  washed  Christ's 
feel  with  her  tears  and  dried  them 
with  her  hair. 

Her  nakedness  has  been  depicted 
since  the  late  13th  century,  based  in 
parr  on  her  further  confusion  with 
Mary  of  Egypt,  a legendary  prostitute. 

Yours  faithfullv. 

SUSAN  HASKINS. 

12b  Wilmington  Square.  VVCI. 
February  2b. 

rrom  the  Reverend  Toddy  Hoare 

Sir.  1 am  grateful  for  your  report 
ahout  my  sculpture  of  Mary  Magda- 
lene as  the  first  apostle,  but  would  like 
to  correct  one  nr  two  inaccuracies. 

The  pose  was  indeed  based  on  a 
Modigliani  drawing,  but  the  model  is 
not  a Knaytnn  parishioner;  she  is  an 


Dowd  ing  medals 

r mm  Mrs  Rosanne  Anggard 

Sir.  My  sympathies  go  to  the  Dowel- 
ing family  regarding  their  recent  dif- 
ferences over  the  disposal  of  Lord 
Duwding  s medals,  now  resolved  with 
their  sale  to  the  RA  F Museum  (report, 
March  -I;  see  also  letter  March  3). 

1 am  the  eldest  grandchild  of  Field 
Marshal  Sir  John  Dill  and  our  family 
inherited  his  medals  and  his  baton. 
Tlie  medals  are  kepr  in  a safe  place 
ami  are  therefore  never  on  view.  Ap- 
proximately seven  yea  re  ago  we  gave 
the  baton  to  the  Imperial  War  Muse- 
um on  loan  since  it  had  become  in- 
creasingly expensive  to  insure. 

When  1 went  rn  see  the  baton  last 
year.  I w as  very  disappointed  to  find  it 
displayed  in  a large  cabinet  with  a 
mass  of  trivia  such  as  washing  and 
shaving  kits. 


Channel  5 retuning 

From  the  Chief  Executive 
of  Channel  > 

Sir.  The  notion  that  "two  million 
householders  face  charges  of  up  to 
UtH)  to  have  their  television  sets  re 
tuned"  (report,  February  24)  is  fan- 
tasy. By  rhe  rime  rhree  months  have 
passed  from  Channel  5S  launch  rtO 
hiuly  at  all  suffering  interference  ro 
videos  or  other  relevant  equipment  as 
a result  of  Channel  5 transmissions 
should  have  in  spend  anything  on 
miming. 


introduction  to  a research  paper  ex- 
amining the  two  periods  of  statutory 
union  recognition  in  the  1970s,  com- 
missioned bv  the  IPD  from  the  Lon- 
don School  of  Economics,  that  'Trade 
unionism  is  withering  on  the  vine". 
Yet  there  are  73  million  union  mem- 
bers in  The  UK  — still  a large  number 
by  any  standards  — and  84  of  the  FT 
top  100  companies  recognise  trade 
unions. 

He  also  claims  that  many  compan- 
ies have  adopted  alternative  means  of 
relating  to  their  employees  when  all 
the  evidence  (for  example  the  Govern- 
ment Workplace  Industrial  Relations 
Survey)  suggests  that  there  are  simply 
no  other  methods  of  involving  em- 
ployees in  the  vast  majority  of  non- 
union firms. 

All  current  opinion  research  shows 
that  unions  are  more  popular  than 
ever  before,  that  there  is  strong  sup- 
port for  a right  to  representation  and 
union  recognition  where  a majority  of 
employees  want  ir  and  that  many 
working  people  would  join  a union  iT 
they  were  more  confident  they  would 
not  be  penalised  by  their  employer  for 
so  doing.  Ir  is  disappointing  that  the 
IPD  should  take  sudi  an  ill-balanced 
and  frankly  prejudiced  view  — inci- 
dentally. one  not  borne  out  by  the  LSE 
research  paper  itself. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JOHN  MONKS. 

General  Secretary. 

Trades  Union  Congress. 

Congress  House. 

Great  Russel]  Street,  WC1. 

March  3. 

From  Mr  Leslie  Stanley 

Sir.  My  first  encounter  with  unem- 
ployment was  during  the  first  Attlee 
Government.  The  "once  and  for  all" 
tax  on  capital  imposed  by  Stafford 
Cripps  in  1948  meant  that  employers 
were  unable  to  buy  new  equipment  or 
repair  existing  assets.  There  was  no 
expansion  of  business. 

Can  Blair  guarantee  that  such  con- 
ditions will  not  obtain  after  a "once 
and  for  all”  windfall  tax? 

Yours  faithfully. 

L STANLEY. 

47  Parsonsfield  Road. 

Banstead.  Surrey. 

March  2. 


art-school  model  living  at  the  other 
end  of  the  county.  In  any  case.  1 would 
not  like  the  press  to  raise  the  expecta- 
tions of  some;  or  horror  in  others,  that 
I am  only  interested  in  parishioners 
taking  their  clothes  off. 

The  panel  on  which  this  sculpture  is 
modelled  is  not  concrete  but  is  ciment 
fondu  — ie,  cast  in  a plaster  mould 
taken  from  a modelled  day  original. 
And  the  studio  I use  does  not  adjoin 
the  vicarage  but  is  in  another  village. 

Yours  faithfully, 

TODDY  HOARE. 

Leake  Vicarage,  Knayton, 

Thirsk.  North  Yorkshire. 

March  5. 

From  the  Reverend 
Professor  Emeritus  P.  Thieme 

Sir,  There  is  no  need  to  call  for  the 
canonisation  of  Mary  Magdalene. 
She  has  been  a saint  for  many  centu- 
ries: feast  day.  July  22  — see  the  calen- 
dar of  the  Alissale  Romanum,  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  1662  and 
1928  (with  proper  Collect,  Epistle  and 
Gospel),  and  even  the  Alternative  Ser- 
vice Book. 

Not  being  one  of  the  12  chosen  by 
our  Lord.  Mary  Magdalene  cannot  be 
an  apostle.  But  she  is  the  first  witness 
of  the  Resurrection  and  venerated  as 
such. 

Yours  faithfully. 

P.  H.  THIEME, 

Haagweg  174.  2282  AJ. 

Rijswijk  ZH.  The  Netherlands. 
February  25. 


Since  the  Churchill  family  has  rais- 
ed a considerable  sum  on  the  Chur- 
chill papers,  we  are  perhaps  entitled 
to  ask  why  others  can’t  realise  some 
money  by  selling  papers  and  medals. 
However,  in  honour  of  our  nation’s 
“grandfathers",  I think  we  would  be 
much  happier  to  see  the  items  well 
displayed  in  a suitable  place  for  con- 
siderably less  financial  reward.  But 
where  is  that  place? 

Until  there  is  some  visionary 
thought  given  to  a permanent  nation- 
al World  War  II  display  of  these  and 
other  items,  controversy  over  the  sale 
of  medals  and  memorabilia  will  con- 
tinue. It  is  very  hard  for  those  who  in- 
herit such  items  to  know  what  to  do 
for  the  best. 

Yours  etc, 

ROSANNE  ANGGARD, 

97  Kyrle  Road,  SWIJ. 

March  4. 


It  is  a statutory  duty  of  Channel  5*s 
to  cure  such  problems  within  14  days 
of  notification.  In  the  three  months 
from  launch,  and  in  the  month  of  pre- 
launch test  transmissions,  virtually 
everyone  likely  to  suffer  interference 
will  have  found  out  about  it. 

Yours  faithfully, 

DAVID  ELSTEIN,  Chief  Executive, 
Channel  5 Broadcasting  Limited, 

22  Long  Acre,  WC2. 

February  24. 


Business  letters,  page  29 


Claim  by  fans  for 
'football  trauma’ 

From  Mr  Bartholomew  O'Toole 

Sir,  Whatever  agony  Leicester  Citv 
supporters  may  have  suffered  follow- 
ing referee  Mike  Reed's  decision  to 
award  Chelsea  a penalty  kick  in  rhe 
dying  minutes  of  extra  time  in  the  FA 
Cup  tie  on  February  2b,  in  issuing  pro- 
ceedings against  the  FA  claiming 
compensation  for  "football  trauma", 
(reports.  March  4.  6)  they  are  surely 
throwing  good  money  after  bad. 

The  Court  of  Appeal,  in  Smoldon  v 
Whitworth  and  Another  [Law  Report, 
December  IS.  1996:  see  also  Law  Re- 
ports, March  2b  and  April  2U.  l99o), 
confirmed  that  a rugby  football  ref- 
eree could  not  be  properly  held  liable 
for  errors  of  judgment,  oversight  or 
lapses  of  which  any  referee  might  be 
guilty  in  a fast-moving  and  vigorous 
game  calling  for  split-second  judg- 
ments and  decisions.  The  threshold  of 
liability,  it  was  said,  was  a high  one 
which  would  not  easily  be  crossed.  K 
was  accepted  that  the  referee  had  a 
duty  to  take  reasonable  care  to  enforce 
the  rules  of  rugby  so  as  to  safeguard 
players'  safety,  but  there  was  no  sug- 
gestion that  liability  might  be  extend- 
ed to  the  shock  and  distress  exper- 
ienced by  supporters  disappointed  by 
an  erroneous  decision. 

If  the  courts  were  to  allow  such 
claims  by  spectators  it  would  open  the 
door  ro  a plethora  of  claims  by  players 
(and  all  others  involved  in  sport) 
against  referees  — a concept  expressly 
rejected  and  described  by  the  Court  of 
Appeal  as  "deplorable”. 

Similarly,  a claim  for  lost  profits  for 
failure  to  proceed  further  in  the  FA 
Cup  competition  by  a team  against 
which  a penalty  kick  had  been  errone- 
ously awarded,  would  be  doomed. 

Yours  faithfully. 

B.  V.  OTOOLE 
(Referee,  Amateur  Football 
Alliance,  since  1993). 

Mitre  Court  Chambers.  Temple.  EC4. 
March  6. 
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Attlees  and  Tories 

From  Margaret , Countess  Attlee 

Sir.  May  I comment  on  your  report  to- 
day that  my  stepson,  the  3rd  Earl  Att- 
lee, is  to  join  the  Conservative  Party. 

To  my  knowledge  my  late  husband, 
the  2nd  Earl,  never  took  the  Labour 
whip  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Nor  did 
he  “help  to  found  the  SDP".  When  he 
succeeded  to  the  title  in  1967  he  look 
leave  of  absence  from  his  duties  in  the 
House  and  it  was  not  until  1981,  after 
the  Limehouse  declaration,  that  he  de- 
rided to  join  what  he  described  to  me 
as  "at  last  a party  that  1 could  believe 
in”. 

After  the  demise  of  the  SDP,  and 
within  days  before  his  death  in  July 
1991.  he  had  been  in  contact  with  the 
Tory’  whips  in  the  House  of  Lords,  ex- 
pressing his  desire  to  cross  the  floor 
and  join  them.  At  the  time  the  Conser- 
vative Government  had  already  been 
written  off  by  the  polls. 

1 find  myself  delighted  that  my  step- 
son, too,  has  committed  himself  by 
pledging  his  allegiance  to  the  Tories 
now.  in  their  darkest  hour,  rather 
than  wait  far  the  outcome  of  the 
election. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MARGARET  ATTLEE. 

42  Wildcroft  Manor, 

Putney  Heath.  SW15. 

March  6. 


Paper  values 

From  Mr  Robert  Neave 

Sir.  How  can  we  not  agree  with  Mr 
John  Nye  (letter.  March  5)  when  he 
points  out  that  the  value  of  the  Orton 
and  Churchill  papers  lies  merely  in 
their  content? 

We  derive  so  much  pleasure  from 
the  poster  of  Van  Gogh’s  Sunflowers 
which  we  purchased  for,  I think, 
£2.99.  This  sum  did  not  include  an 
auctioneer's  premium,  nor  do  we  need 
insurance  to  keep  it  in  the  kitchen. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROBERT  NEAVE, 

Myrtle  Cottage, 

Cucklington.  Win  canton,  Somerset. 
March  5. 


One  of  a kind 

From  Professor  Emeritus  Peter  Yates 

Sir.  To  prepare  for  the  cloning  era, 
dictionaries  and  lawyers  will  have  to 
redefine  the  terms  "person"  and  "indi- 
vidual”. 

I was  once  faced  with  this  dilemma 
when  a tutor  brought  to  me  an  essay 
submitted  by  a student  which  was 
identical  to  one  that  he  had  had  from  a 
student  in  the  previous  year,  the  topic 
having  been  the  same.  1 suggested 
that  he  mark  it  out  of  50  and  refer  the 
student  to  his  friend  for  the  other  half 
of  the  marks.  I maintained,  and  the 
students  eventually  agreed,  that  there 
was  only  one  essay. 

To  answer  Mrs  J.  Hadfield's  query 
(letter,  February  28),  the  BBC  was 
quite  right  to  refer  to  the  cloned  sheep 
as  “unique".  There  is  only  one  rose 
called  Peace  though  it  appears  in 
many  gardens.  Members  of  a done, 
though  separately  mobile,  remain  one 
individual  and.  if  human,  should 
have  only  one  vote  and  one  pension. 

Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  YATES. 

Beach  House,  Shore  Road, 

Silverdale,  Camforth,  Lancashire. 
February  28. 


Maty  Magdalene,  saint  and  sinner? 
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Memorial  service 


COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
March  fc  His  Excellency  Monsieur 
Pwrre-Mkhel  Nguimbi  was  received 
in  audience  by  The  Queen  and 
presented  the  Letters  of  Recall  of  his 
predecessor  and  his  own  Letters  of 
Credence  as  Ambassador  from  the 
Republic  of  Congo  to  the  Court  of  St 
James’s. 

Madame  Nguimbi  was  also  re- 
ceived by  Her  Majesty. 

Sir  John  Coles  (Permanent  Under- 
secretary of  State  for  Foreign  and 
Commonwealth  Affairs)  was  present. 

The  Queen  received  the  Bishop  of 
St  Edmunds  bury  and  Ipswich  (the 
Right  Reverend  John  Lewis)  who  did 
homage  upon  his  appointment. 

The  Rl  Hot  Antony  Newton  MP 
(Lord  President  of  the  Council) 
administered  the  Oath. 

The  Bishop  of  Derby  (Clerk  of  the 
Closet)  was  in  attendance. 

Her  Majesty  this  afternoon  visual 
Kingsbury  High  School,  Princes  Ave- 
nue, Brent,  London  NW9,  and  was 
received  by  Mr  Brian  Caesar-Gardon 
(Deputy  Lieutenant  of  Brent),  die 
Chairman  of  Governors  (Mr  Roger 
Stone)  and  the  Mayor  of  Brent 
(Councillor  Ms  Lata  Patel). 

The  Queen  toured  the  school, 
escorted  by  the  Headmaster  (Mr 
Phillip  Sndl).  viewed  various  com- 
puter and  information  technology 
displays  and  transmitted  an  ErMaO 
message  to  Nakina  Public  School. 
Ontario,  Canada. 

Her  Majesty  subsequently 
launched  the  Royal  Web  Site. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  President 
Emeritus.  World  Wide  Fund  for 
Nature  - WWF  International,  this 
morning  visited  Sir  Barn  Yas  Island 
in  the  Persian  Gulf. 

His  Royal  Highness  later  pre- 
sented a Work!  Wide  Fund  for  Nature 
Gold  Panda  Award  to  Sheikh  Zayed 
bin  Sultan  al-Nahyan,  The  President 
of  the  United  Arab  Emirates. 

The  Dulse  of  Edinburgh,  Chair- 
man and  Rounder  of  the  Inter- 
national Trustees,  this  afternoon 
attended  a Lunchenn  for  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh's  Award  International 
Association,  before  flying  from  Abu 
Dhabi  ro  the  Sultanate  of  Oman. 

The  Baroness  Miller  of  Hendon 
(Baroness  in  Waiting)  called  upon  the 
Governor-General  of  Antigua  and 
Barbuda  and  Lady  Carlisle  ar  the 
While  House  Hotel.  Albany  Street. 
London  NWI.  this  morning  and.  on 
behalf  of  The  Queen,  wdcxxned  Thor 
ExceUmcies  on  their  Arrival  in  this 
Country. 

Colonel  Sir  Brian  BarttekX.  Bt  (Vice 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  West  Sussex)  was 
present  at  Gatwick  Airport.  London, 
this  afternoon  upon  the  Departure  of 
The  President  of  the  Republic  of 
Zimbabwe  and  Mis  Mugabe  and 
bade  farewell  to  His  Excellency  and 
Mrs  Mugabe  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty. 

The  Queen  was  represented  by  the 
Baroness  Miller  of  Hendon  at  tile 
Service  ofThanksgivins  for  the  life  of 
the  Lord  Sberfidd  (formerly  Her 
Majesty's  Ambassador  to  the  United 
Slates  of  America)  which  was  held  in 
St  Margaret's  Church.  Westminster 
Abbey  today. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  was 
represented  by  Sir  Brian  McGrath. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  was  represented 
by  Mr  Andrew  Palmer, 


Princess  Alexandra,  the  Hot  Lady 
Ogflvy  was  represented  by  Major  Sir 
Baer  Clarke. 

March  fc  The  Princess  Royal.  Presi- 
dent, Riding  for  die  Disabled  Associ- 
ation. this  morning  attended  the 
Council  Meeting  at  Saddlers'  HaD. 
Gutter  Lane.  London  EC2. 

Her  Royal  Highness  this  evening 
attended  the  Institute  of  Petroleum'S 
Annual  Dinner  at  the  Glasgow 
Thistle  Hold  and  was  received  by 

Her  Majesty's  Lord- Lieutenant  of  the 
City  of  Glasgow  (Mr  Patrick  Lafly, 
the  Rt  Hon  the  Lord  Provost). 

March  (r-  The  Prince  Edward. 
Trustee.  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh* 
Award  International  Foundation, 
this  morning  left  Heathrow  Airport 
London,  for  New  York.  United  States 
of  America,  and  was  received  on 
arrival  by  Mr  Jeffrey  ling  (Her 
Nfcqesty*  Consul  General). 

His  Royal  Highness  this  evening 
attended  a Reception  on  Park  Avenue 
in  support  of  the  award. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Sean  O'Dwyer 
is  in  attendance. 

CLARENCE  HOUSE 
March  6:  Queen  Elrraheth  The 
Queen  Mother  was  represented  by 
Sir  Alastair  Ain)  at  the  Service  of 
thankserving  for  the  Life  of  the  Lord 
Sberfidd  which  was  held  in  St 
Margaret*  Church.  Westminster, 
today. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
March  fic  The  Prince  of  Wales  this 
morning  visited  the  Majlis  al  Shura 
(Consultative  Council). 

His  Royal  Highness  afterwards 
attended  a Reception  for  British 
community  representatives. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  later  visited  the 
King  Faisal  Foundation  and  inaugu- 
rated Tbe  Prince  of  Waters 
Chevening  Scholarship. 

His  Royal  Highness  afterwards 
attended  a Reception  for  senior 
members  of  the  King  Faisal  Founda- 
tion. senior  members  of  Riyadh 
University  and  Islamic  scholars, 
followed  by  a Luncheon  given  by 
Prince  Khalid  al  Faisal. 

Tbe  Prince  of  Wales.  President.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  Business  Leaders 
Forum,  this  afternoon  attended  a 
meeting  with  young  Saudi  bus- 
inessmen. 

His  Royal  Highness  afterwards 
attended  a presentation,  under  the 
auspices  of  tbe  Janandru  festival,  of 
the  work  of  the  Visual  ufamWi  and 
Traditional  Arts  Department  of  The 
Prince  of  Wales*  Institute  of 
Architecture. 

The  Prints  of  Wales  this  evening 
attended  a Dinner  given  fay  Prince 
Sultan  bin  Salman. 

KENSINGTON  PALACE 
March  & The  Duchess  of  Gloucester 
this  evening  attended  a Concert  in  aid 
of  St  Christopher*  Fellowship  How- 
ard House  Appeal  at  Si  James* 
Church.  St  James*  Gardens.  Imdon 
WII. 

YORK  HOUSE 

Match  6:  The  Duke  of  Kent  tins 
morning  visited  Her  Majesty*  Ship 
Coventry,  at  sea  on  operational 
training.  Plymouth  and  later  visited 
Her  Majesty’s  Naval  Base. 
Devonport.  Devon. 

The  Duchess  of  Kem.  Patron,  this 
evening  unveiled  her  portrait,  fol- 
lowed by  dinner,  at  Downing  Coll- 
ege. Cambridge.  Cambridgeshire. 
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Lord  Sberfidd.  FRS 
The  Queen  was  represented  fay 
Baroness  Miller  of  Haitian.  the  Duke 
of  Edinburgh  by  Sir  Brian  McGrath 
and  Queen  Elizabeth  The  Queen 
Mather  by  Captain  Sir  Alastair  Aird 
at  a manorial  service  for  Lord 
Sberfidd.  FRS.  held  yesterday  ar  St 
Margaret*  Church.  Westminster 
Abbey. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  was  represented 
by  Mr  Andrew  Palmer  and  Princess 
Alexandra  by  Major  Sir  Kter  Clarice 

Canon  Donald  Gray.  Chaplain  to 
the  Speaker,  officiated  and  the  Right 
Rev  Lord  Runde  ted  the  prayers.  The 
Hot  Dwight  Makins.  son.  read  the 
lesson  ana  the  Hot  Roland  Hulippff. 
grandson  read  from  the  works  of 
John  Donne.  Lord  Guiington,  KG. 
CH.  gave  an  address. 

The  Rev  Roger  Holloway.  Priest 
Vicar,  and  the  Very  Rev  John  Drury. 
Dean  of  Christ  Church,  were  robed 
and  in  the  Sanctuary. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord 
Privy  Seal  and  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Loras,  the  Secretary-General  erf  the 
Commonwealth,  tbe  Fkench  Ambas- 
sador and  tiie  Lord-lieutenant  of 
Hampshire  attmrtwi. 

The  American  Ambassador  was 
represented  by  Mr  Michael  Habib. 
Minister-Counsellor  for  ftditical  Af- 
fairs. the  Secretary  of  State  far 
foreign  and  Commonwealth  Affairs 
tty  Sir  Michael  Pike  and  the  ftrma- 
nenl  Under  Secretary  of  State  and 
Head  of  the  Diplomatic  Service  by 
Mr  Andrew  Bums.  Aorag  others 


Luncheons 

HM  Government 

Mr  Michael  Portillo,  Secretary  of 
State  for  Defence,  was  die  host  at  a 
luncheon  given  fay  Her  Majesty* 
Government  at  Admiralty  House 
yesterday  in  honour  of  the  Minister 
for  Defence  of  Estonia. 

Consular  Corps  of  Loodon 
The  Lord  Mayor  of  Westminster, 
accompanied  by  the  Lady  Mayoress. 


Today’s  birthdays 


Mr  David  Arbuthnot,  racehorse 
trainer.  44;  Sir  Robert  Atkinson, 
fanner  chairman.  British  Ship- 
builders. 81:  Mr  William  Boyd, 
author.  45;  Mr  W.A.  Brood  ey- 
Davenport.  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Cheshire.  62;  Viscount  Chelms- 
ford. 66;  Mr  Malcolm  Chisholm, 
MP.  48;  Mr  GA.  Cooke,  former 
chairman,  C.T.  Bowring.  74; 
Professor  D.P.  Farrington,  crim- 
inal psychologist.  53;  Mr  Clive 
GiOinson.  managing  director. 
London  Symphony  Orchestra,  51; 
Sir  Kenneth  Green,  Vice-Chan- 
cellor. Manchester  Metropolitan 
University.  61  Mr  Justice  Hidden. 
61;  Mr  John  Horam.  MP.  58;  Mr 
D.O.  Home,  former  chairman, 
Lloyds  Merchant  Bank.  65;  Mr 
R.F.  Humm,  vice-chairman  and 
thief  executive.  Alexanders  Hold- 
ings. 60;  Mr  Nicholas  Kraemer. 
conductor,  52;  Sir  Anthony  Lam- 
bert. diplomat,  86;.  Sir  John  Lacey, 
former  High  Court  judge,  83;  Mr 
Ivan  Lendl,  tennis  player.  37;  Mr 
Rohinton  Mistry,  novelist,  45;  Sir 
Paul  Nicholson,  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Co  Durham,  59;  Lord  Oliver  of 
Aybnerton.  76;  Mr  Michael  Oliver, 
racehorse  trainer.  47;  Sir  Eduardo 
Paolozzi,  sculptor.  73:  Dame  Beryl 
Paston  Brown,  former  Principal, 
Hamerton  College.  Cambridge.  88: 
Sir  Btier  Petrie,  an  adviser  to  the 


Sir  Ranulph  Twisleton- 
Wykeham-Fiennes,  the 
explorer,  is  53  today 

Governors  of  die  Bank  of  England. 
65;  Lord  Phillips  of  Ellesmere, 
FRS.  73;  Mr  Piers  Paul  Read, 
author.  56;  Mr  Viv  Richards, 
cricketer.  45;  the  Earl  of  Snowdon. 
67;  Sir  David  Spedding.  diplomat. 
54;  Mr  Richard  Vernon,  actor.  72; 
Dame  Margaret  Weston,  former 
director.  Science  Museum.  71; 
Professor  Gordon  Willey,  archae- 
ologist. 84;  Mr  David  J.  Wright 
chief  executive,  GKN  Westland.  57. 


School  news 


Wycombe  Abbey  School 
Wycombe  Abbey  School  has  made 
the  following  Awards  for  1997: 

Tbe  wytombe  Abbey  Open  Scholar- 
ship; Jointly  - Sarah  Pace-Baizaru 
Wycombe  Abbey.  Caroline  Sherr- 
ington. Ashdown  House. 

The  WHHam  Johnston  Tapp  Scholar- 
ship; Alexandra  ML  Tne  Interna- 
tiona] School  The  Philippines. 

The  Ccntenaty  Scholarship:  Fiona 
McNIcolL  High  March  School. 

The  WhMav  Scholarship  for  Music 
Jointly  - Angela  Choe,  Port  Reels 
School:  Clue  Davis,  Rowan  Hill 
Preparatory  SchooL 
The  CrasOiwaUe  Scholarship;  Emily 
TumbulL  Burgess  HU1  SchooL 
The  Walpole  Scholarship:  Helen 
Jones.  High  March  SchooL 
MlhWont  Pamela  Brent  Godstowe 
Preparatory  School;  Son  hie  DonnJ- 
thame-Tall  Ashdown  House  Alison 
Fanous.  St  Catherine*  SchooL  B ram  ley; 
OlMa  Vmnbergen.  Wycombe  Abbey. 
Wycombe  Abbey  school  (Registered 


Charity  No:  3 1 06381  promores  the 
education  o[  girts. 

Adcole  School  for  Girls 

The  Governors  of  Adcole  School 
for  Girls,  Shrewsbury,  are  pleased 
to  announce  the  appointment  of 
Mrs  Angela  Read  as  Headmistress 
from  September.  1997. 

Durham  School 

The  Governors  are  pleased  to 
announce  that  Mr  Neil  Kern  has 
been  appointed  Headmaster  of 
Durham  SchooL  following  the 
retirement  of  Mr  Michael  Lang. 
Mr  Kern  is  at  present  a 
Housemaster  at  Repton  School 
and  wfll  take  up  his  post  on 
September  1. 1997. 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Viscount  and  Viscountess  Ecdes  re- 
gret they  were  unable  to  attend  tbe 
memorial  service  for  Lord  SherfiekL 
FRS.  because  of  iD-heahh. 


Service 

dinners 

Mounted  Infantry  Club 
General  Sir  Frank  Kixsoo.  presided  at 
a dinner  of  tbe  Mounted  Infamy  Qub 
hekf  last  night  ar  the  Cavalry  and 
Guards  Chib.  Major-Genera]  J.D.G. 
Pank  was  the  guest  speaker. 

4th  British  Infantry  Division  RASC 
COlonel  R.F.  Discombe,  Chairman  of 
the  RASC/RCT  Association,  presided 
at  a reunion  dinner  of  past  officers 
(1939-45)  of  tbe  4th  British  Infantry 
Division  RASC  and  their  ladies  held 
last  night  at  the  Manor  House  Hotel 
Morcton-in- Marsh. 

Aberdeen.  Dundee  and  Si 
Andrews  Universities' Air 
Squadron 

Air  Marshal  P.T.  Squire,  Deputy 
Chief  of  the  Defence  Staff  (Pro- 
grammes and  fesonnefl.  was  the 
guest  of  honour  at  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  Aberdeen.  Dundee  and  St 
Andrews  Universities'  Air  Squadron 
held  last  night  at  RAF  Leudiais. 
Acting  Pikx  Officer  R.  Ruben.  Cadet 
President,  was  fo  the  chair  and 
Squadron  Leader  MJ.  Hopkinsoo. 
Commanding  Officer,  received  the 
guests.  The  Vice-Principal  of  Dundee 
University',  tbe  Head  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Economics.  Aberdeen 
University,  and  the  Professor  of 
History  and  International  Relations. 
St  Andrews  University,  were  among 
the  guests. 

Universities  of  Glasgow  and 
Strathclyde  Air  Squadron 
Air  Vice-Marshal  John  Day.  Air 
Officer  Commanding  No  1 Group, 
was  the  guesr  of  honour  at  the  annual 
dinner  ot the  Universities  of  Glasgow 
and  Strathclyde  Air  Squadron  held 
last  night  at  the  Trades  House  of 
Glasgow.  Professor  DugnJd  Cam- 
eron. Director  of  Glasgow  School  of 
Art,  was  tbe  principal  academic 
guest.  Squadron  Leader  Julian  J. 
Colli s,  Squadron  Commander,  pre- 
sided. Representatives  erf  die  RAF. 
academic  establishments  and  local 
organisations  were  among  tbe  guests. 


The  Sternberg 
Centre  for  Judaism 

Cardinal  Basil  Hume  was  pre- 
sented with  the  Council  of  Chris- 
tians and  Jews  Sternberg  Award 
by  the  Right  Rev  Richard  Harries. 
Bishop  of  Oxford,  yesterday  at  The 
Sternberg  Centre  for  Judaism  in 
Finchley. 


Mr  JJ*.  Beekitt 
and  Miss  J.H-  Boructt-Stuart 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jonathan,  son  of  Dr  and 
Mis  J.C.  Beddn.  of  Newport. 
South  Wales,  and  Joanna,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr  and  Mrs  J.  fornelt- 

Cnwrr  nt  ftrrfm<»aIIipT  BanffalUTO. 

Mr  J.P.  Brown 
and  Miss  P.L.  MadnQre 
The  engagement  is  annramceri 
between  Jonathan,  younger  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Iain  Brown,  of 
PTOvidendales.  Tbrics  and  Caicos, 
and  Philippa,  eldest  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Peter  MacIntyre,  of 
Dunbar.  East  Lothian. 

Mr  J -A.  Chesterfield 
and  Miss  E.K.  Winker 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Julian  Adam,  son  of  Mr 
and  Mis  David  Chesterfield,  of 
Frame,  Somerset  and  Erin  Kath- 
erine, daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Gary  Winker,  erf  Ocracoke.  North 
Carolina.  USA- 
Mr  RJ.  Dale 
«wt  Mias  RX.  Bown 
The  engagement  Is  announced 
between  Richard,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  John  Dale,  of  New  Romney. 
Kent  and  RdcheL  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Hugh  Bcrwn,  of 
Warlihgham.  Surrey. 

Mr  M.R.C.C.  Dormer 
and  Miss  SJ.  Hudson 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Merlin,  only  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  M.  Dormer,  of  Bawd own 
House.  Newbury,  and  Sarah,  el- 
dest daughter  of  Mr  B.  Hudson,  of 
Te  Horn.  New  Zealand,  and  Mrs 
M-  Dane,  of  Qiristchurch.  New 
Zealand. 

Mr  SJD.D.  Johnson 
and  MissFJVL  Davidson 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Simon,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mis  David  Johnson,  of  Holton. 
Suffolk,  and  Fiona,  daughter  of  Mr 
Goim  Davidson.  MB,  MCh.  FRCS. 
and  Mrs  Davidson,  of  Bristol 
Mr  JJR.C.  Stracfawitz  HamOton 
and  Countess  ICE.  zn 
Sobns-Laubach 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Rupert,  younger  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Christopher 
Strachwhz  Hamilton,  of  Dorset 
and  Katharina.  daughter  of  Count 
Friedrich  zu  Solms-Laubach.  of 
Munich,  and  Ulrike  Riedesel 
Freifrau  zu  Eisenbach,  of 
Lauterbodi.  Germany. 


Mr  NX  Judge  

and  Miss  L-J-M.  Bond  

The  engagement  is  araipurawJ 
between  Nicholas,  only 
and  Mrs  K-  Judge,  of  Weswril 
Kent  and  Lucy,  young* 

of  Mrand  Mrs  M.  Bond,  of  Hilton. 

Cambridgeshire. 

Mr  R.G.  Levin 

and  Miss  T-E- Snnnfit  _ 

The  engagement  is  anrwunced 
between  Richard,  son  d fMr  Mich-  -; 
ad  Levin  and  the  late  Mrs  Shirley 
Levin,  of  London,  and  Tina, 
ger  daughter  of  Mrs  Ann  Smonir-_ 
and  the  late  Mr  John  Jefferson 
Smurfit  of  Dublin,  Ireland. 

Mr  JX  Park. 

and  Miss  F.H.L  Southern 

The  engagement  is  announced 

between  James,  son  of  Mr  James 

Park,  of  Harrow.  Middlesex,  and 

the  late  Mrs  James  Park,  end 
Fanny,  younger  daughter  ot  Mrs  . 
Hugo  Southern,  of  Bratton,  Wat-, 
shire,  and  foe  late  Hugo  Southern. 
Captain  AJ.  Peeke 
and  Miss  M XL.  Dean 
The  engagement  is  announred 
between  Alexander  Peeke,  The 

Light  Infantry,  elder  son  of  Squad- 
ron Leader  and  Mrs  G.  Peeke,  of 
Rheindahkm.  Germany,  and 
Melanie,  elder  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  R_H.  Dean,  of  Newgate  Street 
Village.  Hertfordshire. 

Mr  B.  Recordon 
and  Miss  F.C  Durksz 
The  engagement  is  announced  - 
between  Benedict  son  of  Mr  and 
the  Hon  Mrs  Nigd  Recordan.  of  • 

Colwall.  Herefordshire,  and  Feya,  1 

daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Feijo 
Durksz.  of  Wassenaar,  The  - , 
Netherlands. 

Mr  M.G.  Tnfadl 
and  Miss  K.L  Adam 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Michael,  second  son  of 
Mr  and  the  Hon  Mrs  Wynne  ■ 
TufheU,  of  Bighton.  Hampshire, 
and  Katharine,  younger  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  David  Adam,  of 
Hail  and.  East  Sussex. 

Marriage 

Colonel  DJ3.  Emley 
and  Mis  U.C.  Thompson 
The  marriage  took  place  quietly  on 
Friday.  February  28.  al  Margaret 
Marsh  Church,  of  Colonel  Derek 
Emley  and  Mrs  Una  Thompson, 
both  of  MamhulL  DorseL  The  Rev 
Canon  Barnett  officiated. 


Crufts  results 


The  following  are  the  first  day* 
results  at  Quits  which  opened  at 
die  National  Exhibition  Centre. 
Birmingham,  yesterday: 

Terriers  and  Hotrods  Group 
Airedale  Terrier:  Jdkyl  Sweetie  Pie: 
Miss  O Jackson.  Famham.  Surw 
BedUngton  Terrier  Ch.  JossoIU  J 
Girl;  Mr  ft  Mrs  T Hunter.  Dewsb 
west  Yorks.  Bull  Terrier  (Mlnian..^- 
ch.  Lizeae  Third  Encounter  Mrs  A 
Patterson.  Edinburgh.  Dandle 
Dinmoot  Terrier  Cassen  carrle 
Postmaster;  Mrs  B Deacon. 
Plymouth.  Devon. 


west  Midlands.  Kerry  Bine  Terrier 
ch.  Ananshire  Pioneer  Messrs  R 
Ramsey  ft  R Good.  Birkenhead, 
Merseyside. 

Norwich  Terrier:  Belleville  sweet 
Temptation;  Mrs  C Thompson. 
Doncaster.  South  Yorks.  Scottish 
Terrier.  Ch.  Mayson  Paper  Chase:  Mr 
A Mis  J GaskelL  Rotherham.  South 
Yorks. 

Sealyham  Terrier.  Topstaae  Bailey's 
on  Ice:  Miss  J Lynn.  Blackburn, 
Lancs. 

BasenJI:  Jaswyn  Thalia  ar  Klamera. 
Miss  S Thompson  ft  Mr  P Lee. 
Bolton.  Lancs. 

Dachshund  (Long-h3lred):  Ch. 
Bronla  Conquistador.  Mr  F MlicheU. 
West  Boidon,  Tyne  A Wear. 
Dachschund  (Smooth-haired): 
Trace  mm  a Exclusive;  Mr  A Mrs  R 
Little.  Blackwood.  Gwent. 
Dachshund  (Wire-haired):  Abiebody 
Pizzicato,  Mis  R Clifford,  Devizes. 
Wilts.  Dachshund  (Miniature  Wire- 
haired):  Drakesleai  Hups  'n  Downs: 
Mis  J Horswell,  Stockport  Cheshire. 
Deerhound:  Ch.  Kllloerer  Onleh;  Dr 
S Caine,  Dumbanonshlre. 

Finnish  Spitz:  Ch.  Toveri  KtmJdceli; 
Mr  A Mis  C Window.  Newraaritet 
Suffolk. 

Hamlltonstovare:  Tedandl  Scarlet 


ivy:  Mr  D Startup.  Baidock.  Herts. 
Irish  wolfhound:  Shadow  of 
KUmarxu  Mrs  D Kenls-Pordham, 
Horsham,  west  Sussex. 

Petit  Basset  Griffon  vendeen: 
Debuchar  (Test  ca;  Mrs  V Phillips, 
Berkhamstead.  Hens. 

Whippet  Ch.  Bluestreak  Beauty  of 
Bath;  Mrs  C Brown,  Land  beach, 
Cambs. 

Border  Terrier  Astabrae  Hickory:  Mr 
and  Mis  a Cuthbenson,  Yam, 


Cleveland.  Bull  Terrier  Ch  Jappatln 
Mystery  Girt  Mr  D Musprait,  Leeds, 
West  Yorkshire.  Calm  Terrier  Ch 
Kinkutn  Ludvic;  Mrand  Mn  R Birch. 
Marita  Drayton.  Shropshire. 

Fox  Terrier  (Smooth):  Ch  Mosvail 
Helmsman  of  Jacqspot  Mrs  I 
Jacques,  Sheffield,  South  Yorkshire, 
den  of  Imaal  Terrier  Captain  Kirk 

Mr3  c Rogers. ' Boston. 

Irish  Tlemen  -.Ch 

Ardgabha;. 

Mr  and  Mrs  W Semple.  County 
Tyrone.  Northern  Ireland. 

Lakeland  Terrier  KUmanh  Moon 
Walker  Mr  and  Mrs  R Walker, 
Pontefract.  West  Yorkshire. 
Manchester  Tenter  Ch  TWlsel 
unanutta:  Mr  and  Mrs  B Evans. 
Torquay.  Devon.  Norfolk  Terrier:  Ch 
Cracknor  Call  My  Bluff;  Miss  M 
MaieU,  Ashford.  Kem. 

Parson  Jack  Russell:  Wemcroft 
Tinsel;  Mrs  5 Way.  Ivybridge.  south 
Devon.  Skye  Terrier  CSnalynne 
Bonnie  uadle;  Mr  and  Mrs  M 
Blondi,  Glasgow 

Soft  Coated  Wh  eaten:  Ch  Stevelyn 
Blue  Soede  Shoes  of  Kariskay;  Mr 
and  Mrs  R Tanner,  Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire. 

West  Highland  white:  vallange 
Victorious  Mr  and  Mrs  K Harm 
Exeter,  Devon. 

Basset  Fauve  de  Bretagne:  Venquest 
Exquls;  Mr  and  Mrs  C Teller.  Ely. 
Cambridgeshire.  Basset  Hound:  Ch 
Switzerland  Blue  Jeans:  Mr  and  Mrs 
P Freer,  Little  Eaton.  Derbyshire. 
Otterhound:  Maycup  Maverick  Mis 
C Parker.  Stroud,  Gloucestershire. 
Rhodesian  Ridgebacfc:  Mangwe 
Llesha:  Mi*  J Baldwin.  Harrogate. 
Yorkshire.  Saluki:  GuZzar  AJ- 
Mutakabblc  Mrs  p Kendall.  East 
Hoathly.  East  Sussex. 

Staffordshire  Bull  Terrier.  Brystaff 
Mindem  Rose  at  Obmarstaff:  Mr  ft 
Mrs  A Hlgton.  Buxton.  Derbys.  Welsh 
Terrier  Ch  Saredon  Sweet 
inspiration  with  TUtser  Miss  a 
Wltmood.  Ilford.  F.w« 

Beagle:  ch  Dlalynne  Tolliver  of 
Dragband:  Mr  A Brace.  Blackwood, 
Gwent, 

Bloodhound:  Brighton*  Opera:  Miss 
S Emtys-Jones.  Cornwall.  Borzoi;  Ch 
Scarborough  Gorse  at  Red  banner.  . 
Mrs  J Stevens- Smith.  Southport. 


Merseyslde. 

DHchsbund.  Miniature  Long-haired: 
Ch  Jadag  Bjom  Veeta;  Mrs  D- 
Graham.  Mansfield.  Nous. 
Elkhound:  Kesios  Quick  Step:  Mr*  B 
Stokes.  Powys.  Greyhound;  Ch 
Gaysyde  Christmas  Cracker.  Mrs  B 
Rowe.  Westbury  on  Severn.  Gloucs. 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171481  9313 


DEATHS 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


BIRTHS 


Mike,  daunt  ion  and 
bnAher  to  Vwn,  Carole  and 
Bonny,  sadly  passed  on  after 


BALFOUR  - On  6U>  March  in 
Sydney,  to  Fiona  and  fanes, 
a eon,  Devid  James  McSm, 
brother  for  Emma 

BKXEH  - On  February  26th  at 
Tbe  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Jayne  Cafe  Gold)  and  Robert, 
a beautiful  son,  Robert,  a 
brother  for  Jamei. 

CHAPLIN  - On  January  27  th  at 
Groat  Ropers,  to  Ruth  Cnfe 
GalMdey}  and  Itktialn,  a 
■on.  Gliser  Harry  HQbary,  a 
brother  for  Toby  and  Hugo. 

DtSLEY  - On  5th  March  1997. 
to  Stefanio  and  TrodaHck,  a 
daughter;  Paige  EUxabeth. 

ELMHIRST  - On  March  4th 
1997,  to  Jama  Code  Sharp) 
and  Jake,  a daughter;  Sophie. 

Games  - On  March  3rd  at  The 
Portland  Hospital,  to  Alison 
and  Crawford,  a son,  Alaadair 
Andrew  Craig,  a brother  for 
Calhim  and  Fraser. 

KRBH.  - On  Fetrorary  19th 
1997,  to  David  and  Deboeah 
Code  Pledger);  a eon.  fantle 
Angus. 

IBGH  - On  Febroary  12th  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Angela  (nde  French)  and 
Simon,  a daughter;  w*—!. 

a for  Nhten, 

Gabrlella,  Joseph  and 
Michael 

MOMraaamY-Oo  March  1st, 
to  Efapeth  (nde  Barclay)  and 
Guy.  • eon.  Archie. 

SMITH  - On  March  3rd  at 
Jimmy*,  to  Priscilla  fade 
Crawley)  and  Oliver,  a 
daughter,  Ophelia,  a terrific 
sister  for  Verona  and 
Beatrice. 

STEWART  - On  Sunday  March 
2nd  1997,  to  Nfcada  Code 
Harrison)  and  Alasdalr,  a 
son,  Charles  Alaadair 
OCharitaX 

BIBLE  • On  March  3rd  at  The 
to  9nsaa 


On  2nd  March  1997. 1 TAYLOR  - folia  Mary  on  March 
dearest  eon  and  I 6th  1997  peacefuny  at  home 


FOWLS!  - Sidney  £.  U.  Cdr. 
UUL  (ltd).  Peacefully  at 
horse  on  March  4th.  Dearly 
lond  hnsbud.  hthT  and 
grandfather.  Formerly  of 
Tbos.  E.  Mmer  ft  Son.  Ax  his 
request  donations  In  Hsu  of 
flowers  to  King  George's 
Fund  for  Sailors  cJo  T.W. 
Fuggie  ft  San,  20  Ashford 
Road,  Tenterden,  Kent  to 


6th  1997  peacefully  at  borne 
in  Onslow  Square,  South 
Kensington,  aged  76  years. 
Much  fared  by  ho  family 
end  her  many  friends. 
Private  cremation.  No 
flowers,  please.  bnt 
donations.  If  desired,  to 
Althxitis  BhimtiMirtRfw 

Council,  Copaman  Bouse,  St 
Mary's  Gate,  Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire,  S41  7TD. 

THORMTOM4VOOO  - On  27th 
February  1997,  suddenly  at 
home,  WblmerpooL,  Notts, 
John  Peanl,  much  loved 
husband  of  Rosemary  and 
greatly  misted  son  and 
brothet  Funeral  Service  at 
St  Peter's  Church, 
WMmeipuuL  Thursday  13th 
March  at  1130  am.  Family 
Bowers  only.  Donations,  if 
desired  to  British  Heart 
Foundation,  c/o  A.W.  Lyum 
CFunarai  Directors),  Robin 
Hood  House.  Robin  Hood 
Street,  Nottingham  (0115 


Mil  - On  2nd  March  1997, 
peacefully  at  home,  Grace 
Mary  Mod  86  years.  Beloved 
wife  of  the  fafa  Rank  MOs 


black  to  allow  us  to 
cefahrate  the  quality  of  this 


MITH  - Louis  Josey  of 

NorthchuMh,  Halts.  Died  TODD  - Bruce  Edward  of 
peacefully  on  March  4th  Wal barton,  W.  Sussex; 

aged  91  years.  Funeral  passed  peacefully  sway  on 
Juice  on  niursftrv  March  March  4th  1997.  aged  89 
yearn.  Ail  rmpririCT  please: 
(02243)  553889. 


Wb  share  in  tbe  petn  of  the 
family,  the  Prime  Minister 
Dito'  Seri  Dr  Mathahlr  bin 
Mohamad  and  all  of  our 
Matamdan  friends  at  DRB- 
HiCOM  Berhad,  and  offer 
them  oar  sincere 
eaaadoieneas.  Romano  ArtfaU 
and  family. 


IN  MEMORIAM  — 
PRIVATE 


8TAHLEY  - Dorothy  riwraM 
When  the  leaves  turn  to 
gold,  look  for  me  in  the  East. 


SERVICES 


lium  Sbj 


Enquiries  to  A. France*  Son. 
tab  01171)  406-4901. 


I ORRIS  - Alleen  died 
peacefully  on  4th  March 
1997,  aged  96.  wife  of  the 
lata  Brigadier  Ronald  Mods, 


VER DOR-ROE  - Geoffrey  on 
February  27th  1997  at  home 

^ R°*rlT  I WANTED 

loved  husband  of  lions.  1 
father  of  VMenw,  Eric  and 
Robert  and  uiaudfjther  of 

Martin  and  GtuUctta.  WU1  be  , _ ^ . . 

sadly  missed  by  all  his  SSJ"4-  Ti?  rotoe# 

- ' 1 1 paid  A eoOeetioa  arsIfebleL  CeU 

5i7i  d3d  deea.  24  soms 


FIVE  NATIONS 
RUGBY  ’97 

Wales  vs  Etadand 
Sat  March  15th 
Best  seats 

or  Standing  Tkts 
Or  full  bospltality 

packages  avafiable 


Rugby,  Wimbledoo, 
Ascot,  Ail  Grand  Prix, 
Any  Sporting  Event. 

Phantom,  Les  Mes,  etc. 
Coffins,  U2,C.  Dion. 

0171  488  4414 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


ALL  TICKETS 

ENGLAND  v WALES 

Few  tickets  remafatue 
Wimbledon  '97 
Royal  Ascot,  Cricket, 
Ryder  Cap,  Grand  Prix 
Phantom,  Saigon,  Les  Mb. 
U2,  P.Coffins,  GDion 
HOsaruurrocncMEroMT 

0171  247  4123 


RUGBY  1997 

WALES  V ENGLAND 

Saturday  March 
15th. 

Packages  from  £99. 
Hong  Kong  sevens 
British  Lions 


01306744345 
or  01306  881200 


HEALTH  & FITNESS 


ath  lift  that 


you  lie 


law  and  grandmother. 
Funeral  Berries  at  All  Saints 
Church,  Higher  Kinneiton, 
nr.  (faaeter^  on  Tuesday  1 1 th 
March  at  2 pm.  Family 
flowers  only.  Honatlone  to 
Gurkha  Welfare  Trust.  88 
Bdm  Stum,  London  W1M 


TICKETS 

RVE  NATIONS  KUOBY 
THE  RYDER  CUP 
ROYAL  ASCOT 
FRENCH  OPEN  TENNIS 
BRITISH  GRAND  PRIX 
WIMBLEDON  DEBENTURES 
ENGLAND  t AUSTRALIA 
CSUNE  DION,  in 
PHIL  COLLINS 
MANIC  ST  PREACHERS 
THE  BEAUTIFUL  SOUTH 
ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE 
PHANTOM.  MISS  SAIGON 

0171  323  4480 

SPORTS  TICKET 
SPECIALISTS 


y\  cm>  \ 
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Obituaries 


CHEDDI  JAGAN 


Cbeddi  Jagan,  President  of  Guyana 
1992.  died  yesterday  at  Walter 
Reed  Army  Medical  Centre; 
Washington,  aged  7&  He  was  born 
on  March  22, 1918. 

(I  t is  ironic  that  Cheddi  lagan  spent 
his  last  days  being  cared  for  in  a US 
military  hospital,  after  having  been 
for  so  long  a dogged  opponent  of  US 
, policies  and  a committed  supporter  of  the 
Soviet  Union.  Washington,  through  its 
powers  in  diplomacy  and  the  CIA  and  its 
associated  arms,  did  everything  possible 
to  ensure  that  he  never  came  "to  power 
during  the  Cold  War  period. 

Jagan  was  the  figure  in  the  political  life 
of  British  Guiana  who  gained  must 
international  notice  during  the  last  tumul- 
tuous decade  of  that  territory's  life  as  a 
colony. 

Handsome,  and  with  immense  charm, 
he  had  some  of  the  qualities  of  a 
demagogue,  bur  one  without  sure  political 
instincts.  He  was  a Communist  who 
followed  the  Moscow  line,  but  he  lacked 
the  ruthlessness  and  discipline  of  the  true 
Marxist  revolutionary.  He  was  confused 
about  means,  a dismal  tactician,  and  he 
was  outmanoeuvred  by  his  opponents  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Descended  from  indentured  Indian 
labourers,  and  one  of  11  children,  Cheddi 
Bharratt  Jagan  was  bom  on  a sugar 
plantation  in  the  Corentyne.  He  was 

f-.  educated  at  Queen's  College.  George- 
town. from  where  he  went  on  to  study 
dentistry  in  the  United  States.  There  he 
met  and  married,  in  1943,  his  wife  Janet 
Rosenberg,  later  establishing  himself  in 
dental  practice  in  Georgetown,  with  her 
as  his  nurse. 

The  coupte  formed  political  discussion 
groups  and  published  tracts.  Jagan  was 
elected  to  British  Guiana's  Legislative 
Council  in  1947.  representing  the  East 
Demarara  sugar  workers.  In  1950  the 
People's  Progressive  Party'  (PPP)  was 
founded,  joining  the  two  main  racial 


groups  in  the  colony  in  political  union, 
with  Jagan  as  leader,  his  wife  as  general 
secretary,  and  a black  barrister.  Linden 
Forbes  Burnham,  as  chairman.  In  1953,  in 
the  first  election  with  universal  suffrage, 
they  won  overwhelmingly. 

In  office,  the  party  made  dear  its 
intended  lack  of  respect  for  the  colonial 
constitution.  Jagan  was  Minister  of 
Agriculture.  Labour  and  Mines:  the  PPP. 
through  the  union  it  controlled,  called  a 
general  strike  in  the  sugar  industry.  After 
133  days  the  Governor  suspended  the 
constitution,  considering  the  Government 
pro-Communist.  Jagan  rushed  to  London 
to  rally  support:  after  he  returned,  he  and 
his  wife  were  detained  for  six  months. 

Always  ambitious.  Burnham  tried  to 
seize  control  of  the  PPP  in  early  1955.  but 
was  blocked  by  the  Jaganites:  two  rival 
PPPs  came  into  existence,  divided  by  race. 
The  constitution  was  restored  in  1957,  and 
in  the  election  which  followed.  Jagan's 
supporters,  using  the  Hindi  slogan  "Apart 
Jaat"  (Vote  your  Own)  won  nearly  two 
thirds  of  the  seats.  A successful  period  in 
office  followed,  with  the  emphasis  on 
development  and  on  new  schools  and 
roads.  Following  the  election  of  Nbl, 
under  a more  advanced  constitution. 
Jagan  became  “BG's"  first  Premier,  and 
he  planned  independence  for  1962. 

Bur  in  that  year  Georgetown’s  black 
population  rose  up  in  protest  against  an 
austerity  budget.  Jagan  was  humiliated, 
having  to  call  in  the  British  troops.  Deep 
communal  suspicion  and  violence  now 
separated  what  had  been  a harmonious 
multiracial  society.  Many  non-Hindu 
Guianese,  especially  professionals,  emi- 
grated. Jagan  stubbornly  tried  to  impose 
his  will  on  the  black  trade  unions,  who 
responded  with  a general  strike  of  79 
days,  and  they  won. 

In  their  struggle,  the  trade  unions, 
especially  the  civil  servants’,  were  largely 
sustained  by  binding  later  revealed  as 
coming  born  US  intelligence  sources,  now 
deeply  concerned  over  Japan's  Soviet 


links,  as  President  Kennedy  made  clear  to 
Harold  Macmillan,  who  promised  Brit- 
ain’s co-operation. 

At  the  London  Constitutional  Confer- 
ence in  1903,  with  Guianese  parties 
deadlocked,  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Dun- 
can Sandys.  prevailed  upon  them  to  sign 
an  agreement  giving  him  carte  blanche  to 
propose  his  own  solution.  Astonishingly. 
Jagan  agreed;  it  was  Burnham  who  was 


hesitant  Sandys  opted  for  proportional 
representation,  allowing  a combination  of 
aff  other  races  to  out-vote  the  Hindus. 

Furious  at  his  own  naivety,  Jagan  at 
first  refused  to  accept  the  decision,  but  he 
eventually  contested  the  subsequent  elec- 
tion. Ethnic  violence  marked  the  cam- 
paign. and  the  Governor.  Sir  Richard 
Luyt  took  emergency  powers.  Jagan  was 
defeated,  and  yielded  office  to  a coalition 


of  Burnham's  People’s  National  Congress 
and  a small  precapitalist  party. 

Independence  came  in  1966.  Burnham 
consolidated  his  power.  Jagan’s  response 
was  confused,  as  he  was  outwitted  by  the 
ruthless  and  opportunistic  Burnham, 
who  declared  Guyana  a co-operative  and 
socialist  republic  and  nationalised  ail 
major  industries,  outflanking  Jagan.  by 
developing  warm  relations  with  Cuba 
and  the  Soviet  Union. 

Jagan**  rigidity  made  co-operation  with 
other  opposition  elements  impossible,  and 
direct  challenges  such  as  the  strike  of  the 
East  Indian  sugar  workers  were  broken. 
Some  leading  PPP  figures  were  even 
enticed  away  by  ministerial  office. 

In  common  with  many  impartial  ob- 
servers, Jagan  denounced  die  fraudulent 
character  of  subsequent  Guyanese  elec- 
tions. But  he  continued  to  participate  in 
them,  as  an  exercise  in  party  and  above  all 
ethnic  solidarity. 

He  spent  the  1980s  campaigning  for  free 
elections.  Burnham  died  in  August  1985, 
being  succeeded  as  President  by  Des- 
mond Hoyte.  who  inherited  an  economy 
laid  waste  by  nearly  20  years  of  political 
nepotism  and  incompetence.  Formerly 
prosperous  Guyanese  had  sunk  to  the 
level  of  Haiti  in  their  per  capita  earnings, 
vying  for  the  lowest  place  in  the  Americas. 
The  IMF,  USaid  and  the  Caribbean 
Development  Bank  refused  all  further  aid 
and  credit. 

Hoyte,  essentially  a pragmatist  very  for 
from  Burnham’s  egoism,  was  forced  to 
see k help  from  outside.  The  price  was  an 
undertaking  that  free  and  fair  elections 
would  eventually  come.  A rapprochement 
with  the  US  Administration  followed,  and 
the  fMF  became  friendlier.  There  was 
massive  devaluation,  and  a privatisation 
programme  was  announced. 

As  part  of  the  growing  understanding 
between  Washington  and  Moscow,  die 
Soviet  Union  now  ceased  to  sustain  its 
supporters  among  Caribbean  leftists, 
apart  from  Cuba:  the  prospect  of  Jagan1* 


coming  to  power  thus  became  less  of  a 
worry  to  the  Americans.  As  die  Soviet 
empire  and  then  the  USSR  itself  disinte- 
grated, it  was  possible  to  view  this  still 
committed  Marxist  with  equanimity. 

In  October  1992.  watched  by  observers 
from  the  Commonwealth  and  die  Carter 
Centre.  Jagan  was  elected  President  at  the 
age  of  74.  having  stood  on  a broad  ticket 
combining  the  PPP  with  a number  of 
publidy  concerned  individuals  and  small 
orgaisations. 

In  his  four  years  in  office  Jagan  allowed 
the  privatisation  policy  begun  by  Hoyte  to 
continue,  though  at  a slow  and  deliberate 
pace.  He  was  suspicious  of  any  forced  sale 
of  the  family  silver,  remarking  that  he  had 
not  been  elected  to  preside  over  the 
liquidation  of  Guyana. 

The  foreign  debt  position  improved: 
several  major  creditors,  including  Britain, 
helped  by  writing  off  large  amounts. 
GDP.  from  its  very  low  base,  began  to 
climb.  Goldmining  saw  a spectacular 
increase.  Rice  and  sugar  production  rose. 

Constrained  by  the  IMF  restructuring 
programme,  the  collapse  of  world  com- 
munism and  Guyana’s  perilous  economic 
situation,  Jagan  appeared  a moderate  in 
office  — though  he  made  clear  that  his 
Marxist  views  remained  unreconstructed. 

But,  though  many  Guyanese  of  all 
shades  respected  him,  they  often  thought 
differently  of  his  ministers  and  officials. 
There  has  been  little  progress  in  the  task 
of  building  racial  unity. 

Under  die  constitution,  he  is  succeeded 
now  as  President  by  die  Prime  Minister. 
Samuel  Hinds,  the  black  former  chair- 
man of  Guyanese  Action  for  Reform  and 
Democracy  (Guard).  But  his  death  leaves 
Guyana  facing  a period  of  great  political 
uncertainly,  until  and  beyond  the  general 
election  scheduled  for  this  October.  He 
leaves  no  designated  successor  in  the  PPP. 

Jagan  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  by  a 
son.  who  has  said  he  would  be  available 
for  selection  to  succeed  his  father,  and  a 
daughter. 


WILLIAM  TATTON  BROWN 


fY  William  Tattoo  Brown. 

% CB.  architect,  died  on 
February  2 aged  86.  He 
was  born  on  October  13. 

1910. 

IN  A wide-ranging  archit- 
ectural career.  William  Tarton 
Brown  helped  to  design  some 
of  the  most  outstanding  slate 
schools  of  the  immediate  post- 
war period,  ran  a Ministry  of 
Health  department  and  en- 
joyed the  pleasure  of  private 
practice.  He  worked  first  with 
the  pioneering  Berthold 
Lubetkin,  who  helped  to  intro- 
duce modem  architecture  io 
Britain  in  the  1930s.  before 
. moving  on  to  work  with 
1 Hertfordshire  County  Council 
in  the  1940s  and  1950s. 

He  was  in  charge  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  hospital 
building  programme  in  the 
1960s,  foil  also,  during  much 
of  his  career,  worked  in 
partnership  with  his  wife 
Aiieen  on  domestic  projects. 

William  Eden  Tatton 
Brown  was  bom  in  Lewes, 
spent  his  early  years  in  Egypt 
where  his  father  was  head  of 
Egyptian  Customs,  returned 
to  England  after  the  First 
World  War  and  went  to  school 
in  Rottjngdean.  From  there  he 
"went  to  Wellington  College 
and.  in  1928,  was  at  the 
Architectural  Association 
School  for  a year,  going  on  to 
King's  College.  Cambridge,  to 
read  history  and  architecture. 

In  1932  he  went  to  France, 
tried  without  success  to  work 
for  Le  Corbusier,  got  a job 
with  Andre  Lurgat.  anuiher 


fine  architect,  and.  back  in 
London,  in  1933  completed  his 
training  in  the  AA  School's  5th 
year,  it  was  then,  in  1934,  that 
he  joined  the  up-and-ooming 
firm  of  Tecton.  run  by 
Lubetkin. 

For  a young  architect,  inter- 
ested above  all  in  design,  his 
time  with  Lubetkin  proved 
remarkable.  He  worked  on 
the  Penguin  Pool  at  London 
Zoo  and  the  pair  of  great 
apartment  blocks.  Highpoinr  I 
and  II.  in  North  Hill. 
Highgate.  While  the  Penguin 
Pool,  a breakthrough  in  terms 
of  an  architectural  conception, 
fired  him  with  enthusiasm, 
the  High  point  blocks  were  of 
particular  importance  to 
Tatton  Brown. 

He  was  the  chief  assistant 
for  these,  and  what  he  leamt 
from  their  highly  sophisticat- 
ed structures,  planning  and 
details  persisted  as  an  influ- 


The  Penguin  Pool  at  London  Zoo,  on  which  William  Tatton  Brown  worked  as  Berthold  Lubetkin’s  assistant 


ence  throughout  his  life.  As  a 
continuation  of  his  training, 
the  experience  could  not  be 
bettered. 

With  this  background,  he 
became  deeply  involved  with 
the  modem  movement  and 
with  the  Mars  (Modem  Archi- 
tectural Research)  Group.  In 
1938  he  left  Teuton  to  set  up  in 
practice  with  Lionel  Brett. 
This  did  not  last  long.  With  the 
outbreak  of  war.  he  worked 


first  on  the  design  of  air  raid 
shelters,  then  joined  the  Royal 
Engineers  and,  before  going 
out  to  Burma,  published  a 
piece  on  the  replanning  of  part 
of  bombed  London  in  the 
Architectural  Review  in  col- 
laboration with  his  wife,  a 
former  assistant  of  Lubetkin’*, 
whom  he  married  in  1936. 

On  demobilisation  in  1945.  a 
government  gram  paid  for  a 
town-planning  course  that 
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brought  him  the  job  of  assis- 
tant regional  planning  officer 
at  the  Ministry  of  Town  and 
Cuunf/y  Planning. 

The  ministry  did  not  come 
up  to  expectations  and  Tatton 
Brown  left  in  1948  to  become 
deputy  county  architect  for 
Hertfordshire  and  preside 
over  a group  of  exceptionally 
talented  and  educationally  ori- 
entated architects  — David 
Medd.  Mary  Crowley,  Antho- 
ny Pbiter.  Stirrut  Johnson- 
Mar shall  and  Oliver  Cox  — 
who  led  the  way  In  meeting 
the  requirements  of  R.  A.  But- 
ler's l1^  Education  Act. 

This  culled  for  a massive 
school  building  programme 
which  was  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult rn  fulfil  on  account  of 
extreme  shortages  of  materi- 
als. It  was  a problem  which 
forced  out  prefabrication,  the 
lightweight  structures,  panels 
and  tubular  steel  trusses 
which  Tatton  Brown’s  group 
transformed  into  an  aesthetic 
of  unique  quality. 

This  form  of  Construction, 
developed  from  experimental 
work  in  prefabrication  for 
military  use  in  the  war  and 
never  before  employed  in  the 
educational  field,  was  excel- 
lent so  long  as  It  was  limited  to 
the  problem  it  was  designed  to 


solve.  It  was  only  when  its  use 
spread  more  widely  — to 
university  buildings  and  hous- 
ing. for  instance— that  it  came 
to  seeni  disastrous. 

While  Tatton  Brown  was  in 
Hertfordshire,  the  family 
moved  to  a farmhouse  with  70 
acres  near  Berkhamsted 
which  they  fanned.  He  and 
his  wife,  who  had  already 
made  extensive  conversion  to 
a house  they  owned  in  Ken- 
sington. made  various  alter- 
ations to  their  farmhouse  and. 
in  1965.  also  built  a house  in 
Spain.  Meanwhile  he  had.  for 
reasons  of  economy  and  effici- 
ency. brought  his  experience 
of  industrial  techniques  in 
school  buildings,  and  his 
knowledge  of  ~ systems  in 
America  and  Scandinavia,  to 
bear  on  large-scale  hospital 
design. 

He  was  appointed  a Com- 
panion of  die  Bath  in  1965  and. 
although  retiring  in  1971.  con- 
tinued to  work  as  a consultant 
to  the  ministry  and  to  lecture 
at  hospital  conferences 
throughout  the  world.  He 
built  a second  house  in  Spain, 
and  wrote  (with  Paul  James) 
Hospitals:  Design  and  Devel- 
opment. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
two  sons  and  a daughter. 


ROBERT  YOUNG 


Robert  Young, 
orthopaedic  surgeon, 

died  on  February  8 aged 
93.  He  was  bom  on 
October  6. 1903. 

ONE  of  the  most  distin- 
guished orthopaedic  surgeons 
of  the  postwar  era.  Bob  Young 
made  his  greatest  contribution 
in  the  development  of  the 
surgical  treatment  of  lumbar 
disc  lesions,  and  also  condi- 
tions of  the  knee  joint  before 
tile  days  of  arthroscopy. 

Robert  Henry  Young  was 
educated  at  Sherborne, 
Emmanuel  College.  Cam- 
bridge. and  St  Thomas’  Hospi- 
tal, qualifying  MRCS  LRCP  in 
1929.  He  obtained  the  degree 
of  BCh  (Cantab)  in  1934  and 
FRCS  (Eng)  in  1936. 

He  worked  as  orthopaedic 
house  surgeon  and  registrar  at 
St  Thomas',  and  as  chief 
assistant  to  the  orthopaedic 
department  under  Rowley 
Bristow.  He  was  in  charge  of 
the  physiotherapy  depart- 
ment, where  his  association 
with  James  Cyriax  developed 
his  interest  in  conditions  of  the  ' 
lumbar  spine. 

With  the  outbreak  of  the 
Second  World  War  in  1939.  he 
was  appointed  orthopaedic 
surgeon  to  Bodey’s  Park  War 
Hospital  at  Chertsey,  Surrey, 
which  became  a sector  hospi- 
tal of  St  Thomas*,  as  part  of  the 
Emergency  Medical  Service. 

There  he  worked  with  B.  H. 
Bums,  who  was  orthopaedic 
surgeon  at  St  George's  Hospi- 
tal. Hyde  Park  Corner.  To- 
gether they  pioneered  the 
surgical  treatment  of  lumbar 
disc  lesions.  They  established 
a safe  and  reliable  technique 
of  laminectomy  — surgical 
incision  into  the  backbone  — 
for  removal  of  the  protruded 
or  damaged  lumbar  disc.  In 
tile  days  before  scans  or 
adequate  radiological  investi- 
gation, they  stressed  the  im- 
portance of  exploration  of 
more  than  one  level  in  the 
lumbar  spine. 

The  hospital  at  Chertsey 
was  one  of  the.  first  receiving 
hospitals  for  casualties  after 
Dunkirk  and  D-Day.  and 
offered  great  opportunities  for 
the  development  of  internal 
fixation  of  fractures  for  the 
purpose  of  early  mobilisation. 

After  the  war.  Young  was 
appointed  orthopaedic  sur- 
geon to  St  Georges  Hospital, 
where  he  worked  from  1946  to 


1968.  at  the  same  time  contin- 
uing at  Chertsey  where  St 
Peter’s  Hospital  was  redevel- 
oped on  the  old  site  at  Botley’s 
Park.  He  also  started  the 
department  at  the  new  St 
George’s  Hospital  at  Tooting 
in  1956. 

Young  was  an  outstanding 
surgeon  and  a good  teacher 
both  at  undergraduate  and 
postgraduate  levels.  He  was 
particularly  patient  and  pains- 
taking in  the  instruction  of  hi* 
juniors  in  the  operating  the- 
atres. 

He  had  a great  interest  in 
scientific  matters  both  inside 
and  outside  medicine,  and 
developed  considerable  exper- 
tise in  the  “mathematics  of 
chance".  He  was  very  fond  of 


music,  loved  the  ballet  and 
was  himself  a talented  pianist 
He  also  enjoyed  flying. 

Shortly  after  his  retirement 
from  the  NHS  he  moved  to 
Malta,  where  he  continued 
work  with  the  Armed  Forces 
stationed  there  until  the  bases 
were  dosed  down,  when  he 
returned  to  London  and  re- 
sumed private  practice  until 
the  early  J98Qs. 

He  finally  retired  to  his 
farm  in  Somerset  where,  with 
typical  energy,  he  set  out  to 
grow  asparagus,  develop  a 
small  lake  for  fishing,  and 
start  the  distribution  of  beer 
from  the  family  brewery  in 
Wandsworth  to  the  hostelries 
round  Yeovil  and  the  Navy 
mess  at  the  Fleet  Air  Arm  base 
at  Yeovilton. 

In  1929  he  married  Nancy 
Wilcox.  The  marriage  was 
dissolved.  He  married  his 
second  wife,  Norma  Williams, 
in  1961.  He  is  survived  by  her 
and  by  their  two  sons. 


TO  THE  WHIGS 

Lost  to  shame.  Iasi  (a  feeling,  lost  ftr 
principles,  you  have  worn  to  love,  honour, 
and  obey  the  most  unprincipled  depot  that 
could  inflk-T  misery  on  human  society  — a 
turbulent  democracy.  The  honesty,  the  re- 
ligion. the  respectability  of  England  are 
opposed  to  you;  the  results  of  the  county 
elections  have  testified  the  feeling  of  the 
uncorrupted  heart  of  the  people;  and  we.  who 
are  attached  to  the  security  and  well  being  of 
the  Stale,  have  strong  hope  that  (he  incubus  of 
Radical  whiggism  will  not  long  oppress  the 
energies  of  England ... 

Your  Premier  has  a sensitive  mind:  it  would 
be  cruel  fo  forrurc  him  with  his  own  reflection. 
There  is  nothing  much  worth  notice  in  the 
moral  features  of  a relaxed  routf.TheelTeas  of 
past  indulgence  on  the  body  and  the  mind 

belong  to  the  observation  of  the  philosopher 

and  the  physiologist  ...  His  Lordship,  the 
present  Prime  Minister  □/  England,  is 
negatively  mischievous,  having  energy  nei- 
ther for  active  (jnod  or  eviL  A well-planned 
seduction,  a piece  of  briflianr  profligacy. 
would  be  the  must  probable  things  in  which 
his  Lordship's  docile  mind  and  enervated 
body  would  employ  themselves . . . 

Successive  failures  in  every  mode  of 
ambition  have  driven  Lord  John  Russell  to  the 


ON  THIS  DAY 

March  7, 1836 


Arty  words  printed  aboat  politicians  between 
now  and  a general  election  mil  pale  into 
insignificance  by  comparison  with  the  lan- 
guage of  the  political  hacks  in  the  years 
following  The  Reform  Bill  of  1832.'  The 
unfortunate  Premier  was  Lord  Melbourne. 


political  stage,  where,  with  commendable 
zeal,  he  has  played  harlequin  m crowded 
houses.  His  LordshipN  eloquence  is  die  most 
unimpassioned  common  place,  and  his 
reasoning  the  weakest  logic  and  these,  in 
conjunction  with  ihe  set  of  principles  which  he 
has  at  length  fixed  upon,  have  com  Wired  to 
make  him  as  contemptible  a burlesque  upon 
the  character  of  a statesman  as  one  could  well 
wish  to  contemplate . . . 

Turn  we  to  the  Right  Hwl  Thomas  Spring 
Rice;  but  no.  the  flea  dial  typifies  a useless 
activity  docs  that  gentleman  a full  measure  of 


justice.  His  speech  upon  repeal  (which  lies  in 
the  tomb  until  the  spirit  of  mercenary  and 
penurious  agitation  shall  summon  it  to  life) 
was  the  one  great  action  in  his  history.  His 
career  is  a series  of  little  doings,  none  of  which 
are  worthy  of  notice  save  in  connexion  with 
the  evil  which  they  may  happen  to  cause,  ff  he 
were  placed  in  a humble  situation,  he  would 
be  an  officious  acquaintance,  and  a trouble- 
some  neighbour,  and  die  selfsame  propen- 
sities tha£  Would  have  made  him  so  have  now 
made  him  a dangerous  and  meddling 
statesman.  By  his  side  reposes  the  diploma  tic 
son  of  Venus,  the  scented  Palmerston,  the 
Cupid  of  the  Commons,  what  may  be  his 
Lordship'S  talents  l know  not.  his  genius 
seems  to  lie  in  perfumes  and  puppyism.  Hts 
dandyism  surpasses  his  diplomacy;  there  is 
nothing  so  correct  as  his  tie;  and  his  waistcoat 
is  cut  in  the  extreme  or  the  mode  J can  go  no 
further  in  his  eulogy,  but  I do  know,  and  you 
know  too.  that  as  a statesman  he  has  most 
egregimsly  blundered;  that  ihe  results  of  his 
protracted  official  career  have  been  disgrace 
abroad  and  dissatisfaction  at  home;  and  that 
■ ■,hehas  lean)ed  from  a long  and  tenacious 
adherence  to  place  under  many  masters  has 
bent  to  go  through  the  decencies  of  his  office, 
and  duly  and  punctually  to  receive  the  salary 
thereunto  attadted.  ' 


1 


City  ordered  to  pay  upon  pensions 

■ The  City’s  most  senior  watchdog  has  been  carpeted  over 
“foot-dragging”  over  the  E4  billion  personal  pensions  mis- 
selling  scandal,  and  been  told  by  a Treasury  minister  to  make 
rapid  and  decisive  progress  towards  compensating  the  victims. 

At  least  600,000  people  are  still  awaiting  compensation, 
years  after  bring  wrongly  advised  to  exchange  generous 
occupational  pension  schemes  for  expensive  personal  plans. 
And  the  failure  to  deal  with  the  problem  could  jeopardise 
attempts  to  privatise  the  stale  pension  scheme Page  1 

Meat  report  attacked  by  Hogg 

■ Douglas  Hogg  moved  to  discredit  an  unpublished  and 

damning  report  on  the  British  meat  industry  by  suggesting 
that  five  of  its  six  contributors  were  unhappy  with  the  way  it 
was  written  by  its  editor Page  1 


Picasso  stolen 

A painting  by  Picasso  worth 
£700,000  was  stolen  horn  a 
London  art  gallery  by  a man 
armed  with  a sawn-off  shotgun. 
He  escaped  in  a taxi Page  I 

New  mothers 

The  Mothers'  Union  is  consider- 
ing changing  its  name  after  a 
survey  of  members  described  the 
organisation  as  “fuddy  duddy", 
“holier  than  thou”  and  over  con- 
cerned with  "tea- making  and 
trivia" _ Page  3 

Political  light-weights 

The  shedding  of  4*a  stone  in  nine 
months  by  a i 5-stone  Lady  Steel 
rivals  the  dramatic  weight  loss 
achieved  by  her  husband’s  polit- 
ical opponent.  Lord  Lawson, 
when  he  was  on  a diet,  says  Dr 
SnittaTord Page  5 

Royal  Internet 

The  secret  that  cyberbuffs  have 
spent  a week  trying  to  crack  is 
now  out.  The  Queen's  address  on 
the  Internet  was  revealed  as: 
http://vMw.nyaI.gov.uk.  Page  6 

Golden  addresses 

Estate  agents  say  “golden  post- 
codes" are  emerging  in  Britain 
where  the  number  of  buyers  far 
exceeds  sellers  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  buy Page  7 

Back  in  time 

For  the  first  time  since  1916, 
Horse  Guards  Parade  has  been 
returned  to  how  it  was  when  Can- 
aletto first  saw  it  . Pages 


Better  zoos 

Some  zoos  face  closure  under  a 
Labour  government  Elliot  Mor- 
ley,  the  Opposition  spokesman  on 
animal  welfare,  said  regulations 
would  be  introduced  to  drive  up 
standards Page  9 

Yeltsin  is  back 

President  Yeltsin  served  notice 
that  he  was  bade  in  control  when 
he  promised  a Cabinet  shake-up, 
economic  reforms  and  a corrup- 
tion crackdown  — Page  12 

Albania  amnesty 

The  Albanian  Government  said 
that  army  operations  in  the  South 
would  be  suspended  and  declared 
a two-day  amnesty Page  13 

German  demand 

The  German  trade  union  move- 
ment is  abandoning  its  uncritical 
support  for  economic  and  mone- 
tary union  and  will  demand  a 
delay  in  the  single  currency  un- 
less Bonn  introduces  major  job- 
creation ... Page  15 

Refugee  disaster 

Since  east  Zaire’s  rebels  overran 
their  camps  in  South  Kivu,  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  Rwandan 
Hutu  civilians  have  beat  wander- 
ing in  the  wilderness  for  four 
months Page  16 

Clinton  aide’s  cash 

A former  senior  aide  to  President 
Clinton  was  paid  $400,000  by  a 
dozen  companies,  including  the 
backers  of  a $2  billion  property 
development  in  China  .—Page  17 


Burglar  meets  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 


■ A burglar  who  appeared  at  Liverpool  Crown  Court  found 
himself  up  before  the  most  senior  judge  in  the  land.  Paul  Eaton 
was  brought  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England  and 
Wales  who  had  decided  to  visit  a criminal  court.  Eaton.  37,  of 
Edge  Hill,  had  been  told  to  expect  three  to  four  years.  Lord 
Bingham  sent  him  down  for  double  that Page  1 
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14  Southern  region  unfortunately 
restricted  by  European  country 
(111- 

17  Doctor  gening  vital  point  right  in 
the  end  (9). 

19  Readies  oondusion  weather's 
stormy?  (5.2). 

20  Husband  in  suit  providing  sym- 
bols of  domesddiy  (7). 

22  Celebrate  by  drinking  some 
amaretto  as  this?  (5). 

23  Award  zero  mark  (5). 


Times  Two  Crossword,  page  48 
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Preview:  Gardening  experts  Anne 
S within  bank  and  Bill  Chodziak  cel- 
ebrate the  poppy  family.  Bloom 
(Channel  4, 8pm)-  Review:  Horizon 
has  Matthew  Bond  worrying  about 
his  weight. Page -47 


Bugs  In  the  system 

After  yet  another  policy  error,  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  ex- 
hausted  the  accuses -—Page 21^ 

Landslide  dangers 

Frauds  fyro  warned  of  the  unde- 
sirability of  landslides  before  the 
1983  election.  His  declared  prefer- 
ence was  for  a majority  of  between  ■ 

50  and  100.  Many  who  hope  for  a - 
moderate  but  responsive  labour.  : 
government  will  agree™  Page  21 

Not  vegetables 

Labour’s  warning  that  it  would  - 
introduce  tougher  licensing  laws' 
for  zoos  is  not  cmly  a welcome 
recognition  of  new  thinking  about 
their  role  and  organisation;  it  is  a - 
smart  vote-catching  pledgePage  23 


Gas:  One  in  eight  gas  customers  in 
Kent  and  Sussex  have  contracted  to 
switch  their  supplier  away  from 
British  Gas  before  competition  offi- 
cially starts  today Page  25 

John  Lewis:  Staff  of  the  John  Lewis 
Partnership  are  to  share  a bonus  of 
£82  million  after  the  Waitrose 
group  rang  up  record  profits  in 
1996 Page  25 

Treasury:  Officials  at  the  Treasury 
were  criticised  by  a Commons  com- 
mittee for  (ailing  to  alert  ministers 
to  price  sensitive  information  in  the 
run-up  to  the  sale  of  Government 
shares  in  power  companies  Page  25 

Markets:  Die  FT-SE  100  rose  392 
to  4399-3.  Sterling  rose  from  98-1  to 
98.4  after  a rise  from  $1.6100  to 
$1.6114  and  from  DM2.7557  to 
DM2.7692 Page  28 


Football:  The  vivacity,  confidence 
and  style  with  which  they  beat 
Porto  is  bound  to  increase  the  re- 
spect and  value,  of  Manchester 
United Page  48 

Motor  racing:  The  troubles  sur- 
rounding Damon  Hill’s  move  to 
TWR  Arrows  continued  when  the 
sear  of  his  new  car  went  missing  on 
its  way  to  Australia Page  48 

Golf:  Severiano  Ballesteros.  Eu- 
rope’s Ryder  Cup  captain,  is  a 
shadow  of  the  player  who  has  won 
three  Open  championships  and  the 

Masters  twice Page  44 

Racing:  Richard  Dunwoody  was 
cleared  to  return  to  riding  at 
Sandown  today,  13  days  after  a fall 
at  Kempton  in  which  he  fractured 
his  sternum,  and  in  time  for  the 
Cheltenham  Festival Page  42 


Feathered  friends:  The  American 
stage  adaptation  of  William  Whar- 
ton's book  Birtfy  is  an  offbeat  but 
fascinating  new  transfer  from  the 
fringe  to  the  West  End — Page  33 

Cajtlbi  Moran:  The  music  industry 

is  a back-stabbing,  second-guess- 
ing. drug-raddled  behemoth  with 
two  faces,  rate  nostril  and  a brain 
the  size  of  a chicken’s Page  34 

Mr  Sandman:  David  Sinclair  meets 
Mark  Sandman,  singer  and  song- 
writer with  Morphine,  once  under- 
ground heroes  and  darlings  of  the 

rod;  critics. ..Page  35 

All-conquering:  Rodney  Milnes  re- 
ports from  San  Diego  on  Myron 
Fink's  new  opera.  The  Conquista- 
dor, with  a towering  central  perfor- 
mance. 13  principals  and  a cast  of 
more  than  100 Page  36 


IN  THE  TIMES 


■ WEEKEND 
Getting  away  from  the 
prying  lenses  in 
Diana’s  Caribbean 


■ MAGAZINE 
Roger  Boyes  on  why, 
after  14  years  as  German 
Chancellor,  Helmut 
Kohl  is  still  hungry 
for  power 
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Latest  Road  and  Weather  comfitions 
UK  WeadMr- M regioes  0336  444  910 

UK  Roads -M  regions  0336401  410 

bBHc  M2S  0336  401  746 

K25  and  Link  Roads  0336  401  747 

National  Motormgn  0336  401  748 

Cowhenul  Europe  0336  401  910 

Channel  oosstag  0336401  388 

Motoring  to  Heathrow 

A Grarick  airports  0336  407  SOS 


0336  407  SOS 


Weather  by  Fax  »««■«&» 

Db|  0336  Mowed  by  area  number  Sow  year  fax 
VSteQssury  416334  Scotland  416  340 

Wdet  416  335  N.lrsbnd  416  341 

Mdbnds  416  336  London  416  343 


EanAn^a  416  337  -...m,, 

N-Vlfco  416  338  CSSS5*"*' 


Metfn  Marine 

leisure  Borer jin 


rataore  letare  breasu  416  398 

World  City  Weather 

153  destinations  world  wide 
6 day  forecast 

by  Ptiooo dial  0336  411216 

by  Fax  (index  page)  0336  416333 


&»tjpe  Country  by  Ccxjrtry 
Eunapean  tool  COSO 
r ranch  Motonroys 
Seaport  information 
Doneyiand  Pans 
LeSuttfe 


0336  401  885 
0336  401  886 
0336  401  887 
0336  401  882 
0336  401  409 
0336  401  89S 


□ General:  Much  of  England  and 
Wales  should  have  a dry  but  increas- 
ingly doudy  night.  Western  coasts 
and  hills  will  have  drizzle  or  light  rain  at 
times  and  this  will  gradually  edge  east 
to  give  most  places  a cloudy  morning 
with  patchy  drizzle  or  rain.  It  will  be 
mild  but  windy  in  the  West. 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  will 
start  generally  rather  doudy.  Rain  or 
drizzle  already  affecting  Northern 
Ireland  will  spread  east  to  aH  parts 
overnight.  Clearer  weather  will  reach 
western  parts  during  the  day,  with 
frequent  blustery  showers,  wintry  on 
the  hills.  It  will  be  windy,  with  gales 
especially  in  the  West.  The  air  will  be 
mild  at  first,  fuming  cooler  with  the 
dearer  weather. 

□ London,  SE  England,  E Anglia, 
Central  S England,  E Midlands,  E 
England,  Channel  Isles:  thickening 
cloud  with  spots  of  drizzle  later.  Wind 
southeasterly,  moderate,  becoming 
southerly.  Mild.  Max  13C  (55F). 

□ W Midlands,  Central  N England, 


NE  England,  Borders,  Edinburgh  & 
Dundee:  doudy  with  outbreaks  of 
rain  or  drizzle.  Wmd  southeasterly, 
light  to  moderate,  becoming  southerly 
moderate.  Mild.  Max  13C  (55F). 

□ SW  England,  S Wales,  N Wales, 
NW  England,  Lake  District,  Isle  of 
Marc  cloudy  with  rain  or  drizzle.  Wind 
southerly  fresh,  locally  strong  possibly 
gale  rn  places.  Mild.  Max  12C  (54F). 

□ Aberdeen,  SW  Scotland,  Glas- 
gow, Central  Highlands,  Moray 
Firth:  doudy  with  rain  or  drizzle, 
locally  heavy.  Wind  southerly,  mod- 
erate to  fresh,  increasing  fresh  to 
strong.  Mild.  Max  12C  (54F). 

□ NE  Scotland,  Argyll,  NW  Scot- 
land, Orkney,  Shetland,  N Ireland: 
cloudy  with  rain,  heavy  at  times, 
turning  clearer  with  showers,  wintry  on 
hills.  Wind  southerly  gale,  locally 
severe  gate  at  times,  becoming 
southwesterly  and  moderating.  Max 
9C  (48 F). 

□ Outlook:  More  rain  from  the 
northwest  then  a more  settled  spell. 


[AA\  Car  reports  by  fax 


seses: 


•w*  and  uxtf  car  rcpcr&  from 

tbeAAmenu  of  195  an  0336  416  399 


Dal  from  your  fat  handset, 
you  mzjr  hm  to  set  to  poS  race**  mode 


HIGHEST  SLOWEST 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT  RECYCLING 
Recycled  paper  motto  up 
41.2%  ottha  raw  rrwttrtai  tor 
UK  newspapers  m tha  fra 
Mad  oil  996 


Everlasting  Bloom:  Claire  Bloom 
tells  Valerie  Grove  of  her  passion 
for  Richard  Burton  that  still  lingers 
40  years  on Page  IS 

Lane  army  survivor:  Fiona  Russell 
Powell,  a former  member  of  ABC 
ponders  the  chances  of  a 1960s  pop 
band  making  a comeback  in  the 
1990s Page  18 

The  McAlpIne  memoirs:  “For  a per- 
iod 1 was  on  the  Arts  Council  and  I 
have  never  disliked  anything  so 
much" Page  M 


2^* 


EDUCATION 


Could  do  better:  Can  the  British 
education  system  do  more  for  the 
gifted  child?  Labour’s  David 
Jamieson  thinks  that  the  answer  is 
yes Page  39 

Teaching  parents:  When  students 
go  for  their  interviews  at  a univer- 
sity, any  presence  by  the  parents 
should  always  be  tempered  with 
discretion — ......  Page  39 


TONY  BLAIR 

In  abolishing  Serps.  which  Peter 
Tilley  says  is  affordable,  die  Gov- 
ernment is  denying  people  choice 
in  their  pension  arrangements  and 
removing  the  benchmark  against 
which  individuals  can  judge 
whether  personal  provision  is  best 

for  ffiem — Page  20 

MATTHEW  PARRIS 
Transitional  figures  such  as  Gorb- 
achev and  Henry  VII  address  a 
need  which  succeeding  ages  view 
as  glaring.  This  (we  therefore  sup-, 
pose)  required  for  no  great  fore- 
sight But  our  standpoint  is  the 
very  terrain  they  have  made  safe 
for  us.  They  made  the  obvious 
obvious Page  20 

PETER  RIDDELL 

Labour  and  the  Liberal  Democrats 
are  too  wary  of  each  other.  But  this 
week’s  report  is  an  important  stage 
in  creating  a new  progressive 
alliance Page  10 


One  can  certainly  understand  that 
the  American  administration 
wants  to  free  itself  from  all  obliga- 
tions in  Bosnia,  where  nothing  has 
been  settled. 

Bur  dial  is  certainly  not  a reason  to 
shove  onto  the  Europeans  the  duty 
of  bringing  to  completion  a prob- 
lem that  has  proved  insoluble  up  to 


Cheddi  Jagan,  President  of  Guy- 
ana; Christopher  Holder,  art  his- . 
Dorian;  Robert  Young,  orthopaedic 
surgeon Page  23 


Labour  policies;  football  trauma; 
Margaret  Countess  Attlee;  Mary 
Magdalene;  Vanunu  plea;  Israel’s 
critics;  Dowding  medals:  Chari-' 


Chooses  to  chart  below  from  noon:  tow  Z wflD  deepen  as  it  moves  quickly  northeast  Low  Y 
wUI  snwty  ml  as  if  drifts  northeast.  High  A will  expand  west,  its  central  pressure  Me  changed 


Greenock 

Hawtch 


SunrtBBs; 
6.33  am 


Moon  sets  Moonrtses 
4.03  pm  5 JO  On 

New  moon  March  9 


London  5 52  pm  to  6J1  am 
orttol  a.01  pm  ro  6 *0  am 
Ednburgh  600  pm  lo  6 47  on 
Mmcftastar  5 58  pm  to  $ 41  ar 
Penzance  6 14  pm  lo  8.51  em 
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Anatole  Kaletsky  on 
how  Lilley  failed 
to  grasp  the  nettle 
PAGE  29 
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Car  trouble  forces 
Hill  to  take  back 
seat  in  Melbourne 
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Treasury  attacked  over  power  shares  sale  decision 


By  Robert  Miller 

TREASURY  officials  were  criticised 
by  a Commons  committee  yesterday 
for  failing  to  alert  ministers  ro  price- 
sensitive  information  in  the  run-up 
to  the  sale  of  a second  tranche  of 
shares  in  the  electricity  generating 
companies. 

The  sale  of  National  Power  and 
PowerGen  shares  last  year  attracted 
more  than  one  million  private 


investors  and  raised  almost  14 
bulion  for  the  Treasury's  coders. 

A report  by  the  Committee  of 
Public  Accounts  (PAQ,  headed  by 
Robert  Sheldon,  said  it  shared  “the 
Treasury’s  regret  that  ministers 
were  not  consulted  before  the  final 
decision  was  taken  by  Treasury 
officials  to  proceed  with  the  sale". 

Officials  exposed  ministers  to 
criticism  after  they  foiled  to  inform 
them  of  an  impending  price  review 


by  Stephen  Littlechild,  the  electricity 
industry  watchdog.  On  March  7 last 
year,  the  day  after  stock  market 
trading  began  in  the  partly-paid 
shares  of  the  two  generators.  Profes- 
sor Littlechild  duly  announced  that 
he  intended  to  look  again  ar  the 
distribution  price  caps  on  the  re- 
gional electricity  companies. 

After  the  electricity  watchdog's 
announcement  the  share  prices  of 
National  Power  and  PtiwerGen  fell 


sharply  to  well  below  the  flotation 
prices  fixed  the  previous  week. 
Ministers  immediately  faced 
charges  of  misleading  investors. 
The  MPs  noted  in  their  22-page 
report  "the  view  of  the  Treasury  and 
their  financial  advisers  that  an 
announcement  would  not  have  had 
a significant  impact  nn  the  generat- 
ing companies'  share  prices”. 

At  the  time  of  the  sell-off.  how- 
ever. Jack  Cunningham,  the  Shad- 


ow Trade  and  Industry  spokesman, 
called  on  the  Serious  Fraud  Office  to 
launch  an  official  investigation  into 
the  sell-off.  He  alleged  that  the 
Government  had  been  in  possession 
of  price-sensitive  information  that 
would  have  had  an  adverse  effect  on 
the  eventual  outcome  of  the  sale. 

George  Staple,  director  of  the 
SFO.  then  sought  advice  from  a 
senior  Queen's  Counsel  as  to  wheth- 
er there  was  enough  evidence  ro 


suspect  “the  commission  of  an 
offence  involving  serious  or  complex 
fraud  in  connection  with  the  shares’ 
sale”  The  SFO  decided  not  to 
launch  an  investigation. 

In  yesterdays  report  the  MPs 
endorsed  “the  agreement  between 
the  Treasury  and  regulators  that,  in 
future,  the  regulators  will  avoid 
making  any  announcements  during 
a share  sale  and  for  a suitable 
period  thereafter". 
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Penalties 
to  enforce 
48-hour 


By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


THE  Government  having 
lost  a bitter  battle  against  the 
European  Union's  48-hour 
working  week  directive, 
plans  severe  sanctions,  in- 
cluding financial  penalties, 
against  companies  who 
breadi  the  new  law. 

Engineering  companies  that 
are  likely  to  be  most  affected 
claim  that  the  proposed  sanc- 
tions go  well,  beyond  those 
specified  by  Brussels. 

industry  leaders  said  that 
having  opposed  the  ELTs  -48- 
hour  working  time  directive; 
the  Government  is  now  pro- 
posing penalties  for  failure  to 
comply,  which  is  not  required 
under  the  directive. 

Last  year  the  Government 
foiled  to  get  the  European 
Court  to  block  the  EU*  direc- 
tive. which  sets  maximum 
weekly  hours  as  well  as  laying 
dawn  specific  legal  require- 
ments on  holidays,  shift  and 
other  patterns  of  work.  Minis- 
ters and  business  insist  the 
directive  will: push  up  costs, 
lead  to  job  losses  and  reduce 
competitiveness.  But  follow- 
ing the  courts  decision,  the 
Government  is  now  consult- 
ing an  how  to  implement  it. 

In  little-noticed  proposals, 
the  Government  is  suggesting 
that  companies  that  dismiss  or 
take  action  against  employees 
who  assert  rights  under  the 
directive  to  work  for  not  more 
than  48  hours  per  week  may 
be  liable  to  pay  compensation, 
either  in  general  terms  in 
relation  to  the  nature  of  the 
company’s  offence,  or  to  any 
directly  attributable  loss  suf- 
fered by  the  employee. 

Engineering  companies  told 
the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  yesterday  that  “the 


proposal  to  grant  compensa- 
tion for  the  infringement  of  the 
right  fa  unnecessary  and 
would  Introduce  a penal  ele- 
ment into  civil  remedies  that  is 
unjust”. 

- Leaders  of  the  EEF  engi- 
neering employers  said  they 
were  surprised  that  having 
opposed  the  directive  so 
-strongly,  the  Government  was 
now  proposing  to  enforceit  in 
ways  that  die  directive  did  not 
require!  • The  directive  says 
wily  that  its  provisions  most 
be  effectively  enforced  but 
does  not  specify  how. 

The  EEF  urged  that  the 
Government  should  set  a limit 
of  £11,300  to  compensation 
awarded  by  an  industrial  tri- 
bunal for  attributable  loss,  in 
line  with  current  limits  for 
dimissal  on  other  grounds, 
and  said  that  tinder  tire  terms 
of  the  Government's  propos- 
als, employees  could  be 
awarded  more  if  they  were  not 
dismissed  than  if  they  were. 

The  EEF  also  urged  the 
Government  to-implement  the 
terms  of  the  directive  as  flexi- 
bly as  possible.  David 
Yeandle,  head  of  employment 
affairs,  said  it  was  vital  that 
companies  were  given  as 
much  flexibility  as  possible 
because  the  directive  would 
impose  extra  burdens  and 
costs  without  any  discernible 
benefit  to  the  industry. 

The  DTI  said  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  now  be  study- 
ing the  responses  to  the 
consultation  before  deciding 
its  next  move.  No  announce- 
ment is  expected  before  the 
general  election  and  any  legis- 
lative move  to  implement  the 
directive  is  unlikely  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Positive  comments  from  Sir  Richard  Sykes  on  long-term  prospects  helped  the  shares 


Joining  single  currency 
'good  for  homeowners’ 


HOMEOWNERS  would  ben- 
efit greatly  from  low  and 
stable  interest  rates  if  Britain 
-joined  a single  European  cur- 
rency, the  Council  of  Mort- 
gage Lenders  .said  yesterday 
(Gavin  Lurnsden  writes). 

Publishing  a report  on  a 
single  currency's  impact  on 
the  UK  mortgage  market,  the 
CML  said  that  monetaiy 
. union  could  hurt  borrowers  if 
ft  caused,  rates  to-  rise,  but 
added  toatthe  opposite  out- 
come was  more  likely! 

However,  the  report’s  au- 
thors, Duncan  Madennan 
and  Marie  Stephens,  of  the. 
University  of  Glasgow,  said 
that  monetary  union  would 


force  north  European  coun- 
tries, including  toe  UK,  to 
reform  social  housing  and 
increase  private  renting  in 
order  to  increase  toe  mobility 
of  their  workforces. 

Consistently  low  interest 
rates  would  also  make  it 
cheaper  for  lenders  to  supply 
fixed-rate  mortgages,  the  re- 
port said.  According  to  CML 
figures,  four  in  five  new  bor- 
rowers choose  variable-rate 
mortgages.  However.  Mr  Ste- 
phens said  that  borrowers 
were  unlikely  to  see  toe  attrac- 
tion of  fixing  rates  in  a law- 

rate  environment 

Pennington,  page  27 


Cheer  on 
rates  lifts 
markets 

By  Janet  Bush 

SHARES  jumped  to  a 
record  high  in  London  for 
the  third  successive  day. 
Investors  were  cheered  by  a 
solid  performance  on  Wall 
Street  and  a feeling  that  UK 
interest  rates  will  be  left  on 
hold  for  now.  The  FT-SE 100 
index  dosed  392  points 
higher,  at  43993. 

The  mood  in  stock  mar- 
kets across  Europe  was 
buoyant  after  Wednesday's 
suggestion  from  Alan 
Greenspan.  Chairman  of 
the  US  Federal  Reserve,  that 
he  would  not  push  for  a rise 
in  US  interest  rates  to  de- 
flate share  values. 

In  London.  Wednesday’s 
monetary  meeting  brought 
cheer,  with  baa  rates  un- 
changed. Yesterday's  state- 
ment from  the  Confedera- 
tion of  British  Industry  that 
rates  could  be  left  on  hold 
for  the  first  half  of  1997.  The 
CBI's  latest  distributive 
trades  survey  yesterday 
showed  a slowing  in  retail 
sales  growth  in  February. 

Steriing  ended  at  98.4  on 
its  effective  index. 
Chancellor’s  cheer,  page  26 
Markets,  page  28 


British  Gas  hit 
by  defections 


By  Graham  Skakjeant 


ONE  in  eight  gas  customers  in 

Keni  and  Sussex  has  enn trad- 
ed to  switch  supplier  before 
competition  officially  starts 
today,  the  biggesr  dent  yet  in 
the  former  British  Gas 
monopoly. 

TransCo,  the  BG  company 
that  runs  gas  pipelines,  said 
that  1I2J75  out  of  a hour 
900.0UU  customers  in  the  lat- 
est pilot  area  for  competition 
have  asked  to  desert  Centrica, 
the  new  British  Gas  company. 

The  vast  majority  of  defec- 
tors have  been  signed  by 
suppliers  linked  m the  local 
water  and  electricity  monopo- 
lies. Scottish  Power,  which 
owns  Southern  Water,  claims 
more  than  StUXXi converts.  5.0 
per  cent  of  the  market.  Beacon 
Gas.  a joint  venture  hetween 
See  board  and  Amoco,  claims 
40.1X10  or  4.4  per  cent. 

A further  II  competitors 
have  only  2.2  per  cent  between 
them  so  far.  This  again  sug- 
gests that  Centrica  will  tie 
faced  with  a series  uf  local 
challenges  rather  than  nat- 
ional competitors 
Com  pern  ion  is  accelerating 
in  Dorset  and  Avon,  where  the 
market  was  opened  a month 


ago.  During  the  past  two 
weeks,  the  numher  of  custom- 
ers swi rolling  has  doubled  to 
3U«Xi.  or  tO  per  cent  uf  toe 
market.  In  the  South  West, 
where  competition  has  been 
running  almost  a year.  Centri- 
ca has  lost  about  19  per  cent  of 
its  SfXJ.i MX i customer  base. 

i.  Jfgus.  the  industry's  regula- 
tor. is  to  consult  competitors 
and  Millers  over  an  offer  by 
Centrica  in  direct  debit  cus- 
tomers in  the  South  West  of  an 
extra  n per  cent  discount.  This 
is  double  the  direct  debit 
dj-cuimi  available  on  its  nat- 
ional tariff,  but  still  leaves 
British  lias  as  a relatively 
expensive  competitor.  Rivals 
•ciy  British  Gas  should  nor  he 
allowed  in  cut  prices. 

Centrica  may  only  offer 
differential  prices  if  competi- 
tion has  been  established  in  an 
area 

dare  S|Hiiiiswmxie,  Direc- 
tor-General of  Gas  Supply, 
said:  "This  is  a clear  signal 
that  competition  and  choice  is 
whal  people  want."  The  Gas 
lonsumcrs  Council  said  it 
was  pleased  that  almost 
2NUXX)  customers  had  now 
descried  British  Gas. 


John  Lewis  staff  to  share  £82m  bonus 


By  Cure  Stewart 

STAFF  of  the  John  Uwis  Partoe^P 
areto  shareabonusof  £82  mill  ion  after 
the  Waitrose  supermarket  an°-ePani 
ment  store  group  rang  up  record 
profits  in  1996.  . „ 

Its  36JX30  emplctyBes,  tawwtt  as 

partners,  will  each  ««ive  a 2Dpff  rent 
• bonus  payment  equivalent  to.abo^jO 
weeks’  pay.  About  83  per  cent  of  eacn  . 
bonus  ivSl  be  tax-free*  The  bonus 


payments  were  fuelled  by  a 45  per  cent 
increase  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £217 
million  in  the  year  to  January  25.  with 
sales  rising  12  per  cent  to  £32  billion. 

Stuart  Hampson.  chairman,  said: 
“We  are  extremely  pleased  and  it  is  a 
tremendous  result  It  owes  much  to  toe 
feet  that  both  divisions  are  progressing 

well  at  the  same  time.’* 

He  acknowledged  the  assistance  of 
“a  better  following  breeze  from  eco- 
nomic conditions-  but  added  that  the 


record  results  did  not  equate  lu  a 
consumer  boom,  with  customers  con- 
tinuing to  Spend  cautious |\  “and  with 
an  eye  for  value". 

The  23  department  stum  increased 
sales  13  per  cent  lo  £1.57  billion.  Sales  al 
Waitrose  rose  II  percent  ic*  £1.53  billion 
in  a competitive  market  and  fiat  price*. 
In  spite  of  being  "hit  by  ricochets  from 
the  crossfire,"  between  the  market'*, 
most  aggressive  players,  Waitrose  had 
no  plans  to  change  rack,  said  Mr 


Hanipsnn  "We  will  concentrate  on 
tthai  we  do  best  — fine  food  and 
sen  ice. " I Ic  added  that  there  were  no 
plan-,  to  follow  other  supermarkets  in 
nffrring  hanking  services. 

Salt's  in  the  first  five  weeks  of  the  cur- 
rent financial  >ear  rose  h.8  per  cent 
m trail.  v»  nil  department  siures  leading 
the  wav  with  a n*i-  uf  l'.2  per  cent.  With 
\iriua!!v  uu  in  flam  in  in  fowl  prices 
current!.1,  ".j itruse  sales  showed  slower 
growth,  ri-.inc  5.2  percent. 


Glaxo  growth 
will  stall  as 
Zantac  fades 
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By  Eric  Reguly 


GLAXO  WELLCOME  issued 
a warning  yesterday  that 
earnings  growth  wifl  stall  over 
the  next  two  years  as  sales  of 
Zantac,  its  best-selling  ulcer 
treatment,  plummet  in  toe 
face  of  generic  competition. 

Zantac,  once  the  world's 
best-selling  drugs,  loses  US 
patent  protection  in  July  and 
Sir  Richard  Sykes,  chief  execu- 
tive. predicted  that  its  sales 
could  fall  by  as  much  as  80  per 
cent  Zantac's  US  sales  last 
year  declined  14  per  cent  to  El 
billion,  equivalent  to  54  per 
cent  of  global  Zantac  sales  and 
23  per  cent  of  Glaxo*S  overall 
revenue. 

But  Sir  Richard  predicted 
that  Glaxo  will  return  to 
double-digit  growth  by  1999, 
when  new  product  sales  gain 
momentum.  “This  year  and 
next  will  not  be  spectacular  in 
terms  of  growth,”  he  said. 
“Beyond  that,  we  are  looking 
for  significant  growth  in 
sales." 

His  positive  comments  on 
the  company’s  longCT-Term 
outlook  helped  to  lift  the 
shares  by  6p.  to  £10.49,  in  a 
rising  market. 

Shares  in  Glaxo  had  been 
on  toe  wane  in  recent  days  on 
the  back  of  fears  that  the 
strength  of  sterling  and  toe 
dollar  against  European  cur- 
rencies will  put  pressure  on 
earnings.  It  appears  that 
many  investors  switched  their 
holdings  to  SmithKline  Bee- 


cham,  whose  shares  dosed  up 
23p,  at  9424  Just  short  of  their 
high  for  the  year. 

Glaxo  is  counting  on  its  new 
products.  Last  year,  products 
launched  in  the  past  five  years 
rose  50  per  cent  to  £2  billion, 
equivalent  to  24  per  cent  group 
sales. 

Respiratory  drugs,  notably 
Serevent  and  Flixotide,  were 
among  the  star  performers  in 
toe  new  drugs  category.  Sales 
of  toe  respiratory  portfolio 
rose  11  per  cent  to  £1.76 
billion,  last  year.  Viral  drugs 
such  as  Retrovir  and  Epivir, 
the  anti-HIV  treatments,  were 
also  strong. 

Last  year  also  marked  toe 
first  full  year  of  contributions 
from  Wellcome,  acquired  for 
£9  billion  in  1995. 

The  company  reported  1996 
pre-tax  record  profits  of  £2.96 
billion,  up  18  per  cent  on  sales 
of  £834  billion,  up  6 per  cent- 
Sales  excluding  Zantac  were 
up  14  per  cent.  Earnings  per 
share  were  56.7p,  against 
503p. 

Debt  fell  £12  billion  to  £32 
billion,  putting  the  company 
in  better  position  to  fund 
another  large  acquisition.  But 
Sir  Richard  said  that  Glaxo 
was  more  likely  to  grow 
organically.  A final  dividend 
of  I9p.  to  be  paid  on  May  20, 
lifts  toe  total  dividend  13  per 
cant  to  34p. 

Tempus,  page  28  ' 
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Suffering 

Newly  merged  Royal  & 
SunAiliance  suffered  from 
integration  costs. 

exchange  rate  movements 
and  provisions  against 
environmental  claims.  Pre- 
tax profits  fefl  to  £648 
million  from  £1  billion  in  the 
previous  year. 

Page  27 

Recovery 

Aijo  Wiggins  Appleton 
shares  rose  after  the  paper 
maker  surprised  the  City 
with  the  strength  of  its 
recovery.  Pre-tax  profits 
rose  97  per  cent  to  £134 
million. 

Page  30 


The  Perfect  Travelling  Companion  ... 

The  Balvey 
Voyager  Clock 

Tune  for  one  Iasi  cocktail  as  the  Imperial  Airways  flying  boat  waits  at  the  jetty  for  the  flight  to  Mombasa . 


Whatever  your  destination,  you  cun  recapture 
the  romance  of  travclli ng  in  style  with  this 
elegant  and  reliable  travel  alarm  ckde. 

Elegant  and  Slim, 
Lightweight  and  Robust 

Crafted  in  Scotland  by  Grants  of  Datvey  from 
stainless  sreel  to  the  highest  standards  of 
workmanship,  and  incorporating  a quart: 
alarm  movement.  The  Dalvey  Voyager  Clock 
is  superbly  polished  to  give  a magnificent 
finish  which  will  not  tarnish. 

Stylish  and  Functional 

The  Dalvey  Vovager  Clock  is  decorated  in  the 
style  of  the  golden  age  when  travel  was  an 
adventure  ...  the  age  of  thing  boats  and  Grand 
Tours,  colonial  postings  and  luxury  liners  ... 
to  create  an  elegant,  yet  functional,  timepiece. 

Personalised  for  Added 
Exclusivity 

In  keeping  with  all  Dalvey  produces,  the  case  is 
emblazoned  with  a solid  brass  badge  which 
may  be  personalised  with  your  initials  or 
company  logo.  An  added  touch  of  refined 
exclusivity.  /■  ^ 


. V * ** 


pt ' 

I 


Shawn  smaller  than  actual  site:  7cm  diameter 

Excellent  Value 


At  only  £52.95,  ( phis  £1.95  p&p).  The  Dalvey 
Voyager  dock  represents  excellent  value, 
unlikely  to  be  bettered  as  a personal, 
corporate  or  business  gift.  Full  refund  if  na 
completely  satisfied. 


Corp^tcE^uiries  Welcome 

Please  (fexje.orTaxforqiHXatioos  foe.; 


Company  No.  99662  ■ . ; . . i s!~i 

Gram*  of  Dsiwy  Limited,  Alness,  Rnu-Shire  IV 17  DXT 

Pkasc  return  yonr  order  today  or  phone  01349  8841 II /hx  01349  8841 W if  yea  prefer  to  pay  by  credit  card. 

Priority  Order  Form 

T«  Grants  of  Dalvey  LuL  FREEPOST  1032.  Alness,  Ross-Shut  IV 1 7 QBR  Phone:  (01 349)  8841 11  Fax:  (01349)884100 

ai  / , , f24  hour  service) 

fimtsrtint.  TOTAL! 

....  Voyager  Oockts)  a £52.95  each  MriMis/Miss  

Engraving  a £4.50  each  (Mu  } knm)  .... — ... 

Posi  and  packing  a £1.95  each  Address  . 

□ I enclose  my  cheque  for  TOTAL  £ 

J Please  charge  my  Ac«ssATisa/Amdx  AccL  No.  « 


Name  * m Card 
Signed  


Exp.  Dale  — 


| Postcode 

Daytime  phone  No 

Delivery:  /dense  allow  28  days 
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BTR  cuts 
payout  as 
earnings 
fall  13% 


By  Ajlas  dai  r Murray 


BTR.  the  diversified  industrial 
aimpany.  said  yesterday  that 
it  was  confident  of  selling  25 
more  non-core  businesses  by 
the  end  of  this  year  as  it 
completes  its  restructuring 
programme. 

BTR.  which  has  abour  1.000 
businesses  .across  the  globe, 
made  disposals  valued  at  £1.75 
billion  last  year  — including 
Dunlop  Slazenger  and  Tilcon 
Aggregrates  — with  the  target 
of  making  total  sales  of  £2.5 
billion. 

The  disposal  programme, 
coupled  with  a poor  perfor- 
mance in  the  automotive  divi- 
sion. led  to  a 13  per  cent  fall  in 
full-year  profits  before  tax  to 


Chancellor 
backed  by 
CBI  survey 

By  Philip  Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

GROWTH  in  high  street 
sales  eased  in  February, 
according  to  the  Confeder- 
ation of  British  Industry, 
which  said  its  latest  dis- 
tributive trades  survey 
fully  supported  the  deci- 
sion this  week  by  Kenneth 
Clarke,  the  Chancellor,  to 
keep  base  interest  rates 
unchanged. 

The  latest  CB!  study  of 
more  than  15.000  outlets  in 
retailing,  wholesaling  and 
motor  trading  showed  a 
net  balance  of  24  per  cent 
of  retailers  reporting  an 
increase  in  sales  volumes. 

The  figure  marks  a 
sharp  fall  from  the  previ- 
ous month's  total  of  56  per 
cent,  and  is  considerably 
worse  than  expectations.  It 
compares  poorty,  too,  with 
a net  balance  of  30  percent 
in  February  last  year. 

Alastair  Eperon.  chair- 
man of  the  CBl's  distribu- 
tive trades  survey  panel, 
said  price  competition  was 
still  “intense",  adding: 
“With  the  downward  pres- 
sure on  price  rises  set  to 
continue,  this  survey  pro- 
vides good  news  for 
inflation." 

Mr  Eperon  said  that  the 
figures  “absolutely” 
backed  the  Chancellor's 
decision  on  rates,  saying: 
“There  is  no  need  to  be 
concerned  about  interest 
rates." 


£1.3  billion.  The  company  also 
confirmed  that  if  would  cut  its 
total  dividend  to  Q.6p  from 
I4.69p  in  1095. 

Exceptional  charges  totalled 
£462  million  during  19%  but 
the  company  added  that  it  did 
not  exp«i  to  make  any  further 
charges  this  year. 

Shares  in  the  company  rose 
7p  to  259'2p.  with  the  City 
comforted  that  the  restructur- 
ing process  is  progressing 
well.  Analysts  were  also 
pleased  by  the  company's 
comments  that  it  did  not 
expect  ro  ask  for  any  new 
equity  and  may  take  some 
warrants  out  of  circulation. 

In  another  break  with  the 
company's  past  BTR  an- 
nounced that  Alan  Jackson 
will  step  down  as  a non- 
executive director  in  May.  Mr 
Jackson  has  previously  served 
as  managing  director  of  BTR 
Nylex  and  was  chief  executive 
of  the  company  until  the  end  of 
1995. 

Alain  Gomez,  the  former 
chairman  of  Thomson-CSF, 
and  Simon  Robertson,  the 
recently  departed  chairman  of 
KJeinwort  Benson,  have  been 
appointed  as  non-executive 
directors. 

Profits  from  the  automotive 
division  fell  by  II  per  cent  to 
£131  million.  BTR  said  it  had 
been  hit  by  difficult  trading 
conditions  in  Europe  and 
South  America  and  start-up 
costs  for  new  sealing  and 
antivibration  systems  busi- 
ness in  North  America. 

Profits  in  the  polymeric 
products  division  also  slipped 
back  by  12  per  cent  to  £99 
million. 

BTR's  other  main  divisions 
— which  include  packaging 
and  meters,  building  products 
and  specialist  engineering  — 
all  improved,  with  profits  in 
the  process  control  division 
increasing  by  10  per  cent  to 
£181  million. 

The  company  said  that  the 
strength  of  the  pound  could 
knock  £50  million  off  profits 
this  year,  if  it  remains  at 
current  levels.  But  BTR 
emphasised  that  the  loss  was 
only  a translation  effect  as 
most  of  its  businesses  manu- 
facture and  trade  in  local 
currencies. 

Ian  Strachan,  chief  execu- 
tive, added  that  underlying 
performance  is  expected  to 
improve  steadily  in  1997. 

Gearing  declined  from  I0S 
per  cent  to  80  per  cent  at  the 
year  end.  The  final  dividend  of 
5.6p  is  payable  on  June  2. 
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C.  K.  Chow,  left,  chief  executive  of  GKN,  and  David  Turner,  finance  director,  yesterday 


GKN  profits 
may  all  go 
to  pay  US 
damages 

By  Oliver  algust 


GKN  announced  record  re- 
sults yesterday  but  pre-tax 
profits  of  £360  million  could 
be  wiped  out  by  damages 
awarded  against  the  UK  man- 
ufacturer by  a US  courL 

Franchisees  of  Meineke 
Mufflers,  the  GKN  subsid- 
iary, are  seeking  $740  million 
and  have  already  won  their 
case  in  principle.  A judge  has 
yet  to  set  the  level  of  damages. 

If  the  full  punitive  damages 
were  awarded,  they  would  be 
roughly  equivalent  to  the  1996 
profits.  But  GKN  has 
amassed  £528  million  in  net 
cash  with  which  to  pay  for 
Meineke's  bungled  fran- 
chises. GKN  did  not  include  a 
provision  for  the  damages  in 
its  1996  accounts. 

C.  K.  Chow,  the  new  chief 
executive,  said:  “It  is  not 
possible  to  quantify*  the 
Meineke  damages  at  the  mo- 
ment. But  it  is  oiir  intention  to 
include  them  if  a judgment 
comes  before  the  accounts  are 
finalised  and  printed.  There 
wfll  definitely  be  no  impact  on 
the  dividend” 

Mr  Chow,  who  started  at 
GKN  in  January,  could  not 
confirm  that  the  armoured 
vehicle  production  in  Telford 
where  40  pier  cent  of  staff  were 
made  redundant  recently, 
would  survive.  Keeping  it 
open  was  “one  option". 

In  the  year  to  December  31. 
GKN  made  pre-tax  profits  of 
£362.8  million  (£322.4  mil- 
lion). Earnings  were  65p 
(53.9p)  a share  and  the  divi- 
dend is  26.5p  (24p).  Mr  Chow* 
said  that  all  core  businesses 
made  good  progress. 

He  is  keen  to  make  further 
progress  in  the  consolidation 
of  the  European  defence  in- 
dustry. The  Westland  helicop- 
ter division  is  co-operating 
with  Agusta  of  Italy  and  is 
looking  for  more  partners. 


R-R  pushed  into  red  by 
£263m  special  charge 


ROLLS-ROYCE  was  plunged 
into  the  red  by  a £263  million 
exceptional  charge  relating  to 
its  ailing  steam  power  genera- 
tion division,  the  group  said 
yesterday.  It  is  trying  to  sell 
the  businesses  involved.  Par- 
sons Power  Generation  and 
International  Combustion. 

John  Rose,  chief  executive, 
said  that  he  was  confident  a 
buyer  could  be  found.  Sie- 
mens and  GEC  are  both 
believed  to  be  involved  in  the 
negotiations. 

In  the  year  to  December  31, 
Rolls-Royce  made  a £28  mil- 
lion pre-tax  loss,  compared 
with  a profit  of  £175  million.  It 
earned  an  operating  profit  of 
£242  million  from  continuing 
operations,  compared  with 
£17S  million  the  previous  year. 
Earnings  before  exceptional 
grew  to  12.7p  a share  from 
7.94p,  and  the  dividend  was 
raised  from  5p  to  5.3p.  with  a 
final  of  3.3p.  The  order  book 
grew  to  £7  billion  (£6-2  bQlion). 


By  Oliver  August 

Mr  Rose  said  that  plans  for 
the  Trent  900  engine  were 
ready  and  the  group  was 
waiting  for  orders  from  air- 
frame manufacturers.  The 
engine,  a variation  on  smaller 
Trent  engines,  was  conceived 
as  the  power  plants  for 
superjumbos  designed  by 
Boeing  and  Airbus.  But 
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John  Rose:  confident 


Boeing’s  decision  to  withdraw 
from  developing  a stretched 
747  has  stalled  the  develop- 
ment. Mr  Rose  said:  “We  are  a 
long  way  from  investing  any 
money  in  it."  The  necessary' 
investment  is  expecred  to  ex- 
ceed $500  million. 

Trent  engine  sales  contin- 
ued apace  with  the  BR710 
engine,  developed  jointly  with 
BMW,  being  chosen  for  the 
RAF  Nimrod  2000  aircraft. 
Engine  sales  gains  and  higher 
spares  sales  were  partially 
offset  by  the  reduction  of 
deliveries  to  Fokker.  the  col- 
lapsed Dutch  aircraft-maker. 

Military  sales  represented 
33  per  cent  of  aerospace  sales, 
with  the  most  significant  fac- 
tor behind  the  improvement  of 
militaiy  sales  being  die  higher 
level  of  deliveries  for  Saudi 
Arabia's  Tornados,  and  im- 
proved spares  sales  despite 
shrinking  defence  budgets. 
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Bolton  may 
join  Stock 
Exchange 

By  alasdur  Murray 


BOLTON  WANDERERS,  one 
of  football's  founding  dubs,  is 
sec  to  become  the  latest  football 
team  to  join  the  stock  market 
after  Mosaic  Investments  con- 
firmed it  was  in  takeover  talks 
with  the  club. 

Mosaic  is  likely  ro  value 
Bolton  at  about  £25  million. 
Shares  in  Mosaic,  which  has 
net  assets  valued  at  29p  a 
share,  were  suspended  at 
51 1 jip.  it  said  the  talks  are  at  an 
early  stage. 

Bolton  are  currently  run- 
away leaders  of  the  Nation- 
wide First  Division  and 
promotion  to  the  Premiership 
would  significantly  improve 
the  club's  financial  position. 

Shares  of  Manchester  Uni- 
ted. meanwhile,  jumped  lOp  to 
657 ‘rp  after  victory  over  Porto 
virtually  guarantied  United  a 
place  in  the  semi-finals  of  the 
European  Champions  Cup. 
Analysts  said  the  result  could 
add  about  £2.5  million  to  club 
profits.  A berth  in  the  final  is 
likely  ro  boost  profits  further. 


BUSINESS  ROUNDUP 


British  Rail  sells 
Railpart  to  Unipart 

THE  completion  of  The  privatisation  of  British  Rail  “J^ea 
step  closer  yesterday  when  Railpart.  its  tramspares 
subsidiary,  was  sold  to  Unipan,  theautotntmve  acp^ratjs 
supplier,  for  an  undisclosed  sum.  The  company- 
Doreaster.  which  has  turnover  of  £237  million  and  270  stafL 
is  the  last  business  in  BRS  Central  Services  . 
sold  It  supplies  S3  depots  across  the  country  with  traction 
and  railing  stock  parts  for  freight  and  passenger  trains. 

In  January  Unipart  backed  a management  buyout  of 
National  Railway  Supplies,  which  specialises  is  supplying 
and  servidne  signalling  and  railway  rommumrations 
equipmenL  Frank  NigrieUo.  communications  director  of 
Unipan,  said  the  company  saw  a business  opportunity  in  the 
lone-term  rejuvenation  of  the  rail  industry  in  Britain  ana 
Europe.  “These  deals  give  us  a very'  strategic  position  in  the 
parts  business  of  the  railway  sector."  he  said. 

Dimplex  doses  factoiy 

DIMPLEX.  the  electrical  heating  manufacturer,  is  closing  its 
Southampton  factory  with  the  loss  of  250  jobs.  Production  is 
being  moved  ro  Pbrtadown  in  Northern  Ireland  where  a fac- 
tory belonging  to  its  parent  company,  the  Glen  Dimplex 
Group  wifi  take  over.  The  company  blames  a 60  per  cent 
drop  in  demand  for  its  electrical  hearing  appliances  since 
1Q90  for  the  need  to  “rationalise".  The  administration,  sales 
and  marketing  departments  will  remain  in  Southampton. 

United  Gas  chief  to  go 


ROGER  TURNER,  co-founder  and  managing  director  of 
United  Gas,  is  to  leave  the  company  in  early  April.  His 
departure  comes  12  months  after  United  Gas  was  acquired  by 
UtiliCorp  United,  the  Missouri  energy  group.  Mr  Turner, 
who  no  longer  has  any  interest  in  United  Gas,  will  act  in  an 
advisory  capadtv.  After  Mr  Turner's,  departure  United  Gas 
will  be  headed  tiy  Chuck  Dempster,  the  chairman  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  UtiliCorp  UK. 

Virtual  business  launch 

THE  world's  first  virtual  business  park  is  launched  today, 
aiming  to  link  British  businesses  with  a global  export  markeL 
TradeUK  is  designed  to  provide  an  electronic  directory  of  UK 
export  companies  for  overseas  groups  looking  to  buy  British 
products  or  services.  Services  include  electronic  mail  and 
research  facilities.  UK  companies  can  register  free  of  charge. 
TradeUK  has  been  set  up  by  ICL  and  sponsored  by  the  DTI. 
It  can  be  found  at  http://www.tradeuk.com. 

Teddington  Studios  sold 

PEARSON,  the  media  group,  yesterday  sold  Teddington 
Studios,  to  Barnes  Trust  Media  for  £12  million.  Teddington  was 
inherted  by  Ftaarson  when  it  acquired  Thames  Television  in 
1992.  It  provides  facilities  for  the  production  of  sev  eral  BBC.  ITV 
and  Channel  4 programmes.  The  acquisition,  backed  by  £3.9 
million  of  capital  from  Gresham  Trust,  will  make  Barnes  the 
UK's  largest  independent  media  facilities  operator.  Pearson 
will  continue  to  use  Teddington  to  produce  programmes. 

Shoprite  dividend  plan 

SHOPR1TE.  the  former  supermarket  chain  that  now  runs 
a dozen  grocery  stores  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  is  seeking  court 
permission  to  pay  dividends  again  after  it  returned  to  the 
black  Underlying  profits  were  £2.02  million  (£106.000 
loss),  lifted  by  rental  income  from  its  property  assets  and 
proceeds  from  the  island's  Mercedes  dealership.  It  is  now 
seeking  a court  order  to  write  off  the  deficit  on  its  profit 
and  loss  account  against  its  share  premium  account. 

Interim  slip  at  Brierley 

BR1ERLEY  INVESTMENTS,  which  is  based  in  New 
Zealand,  suffered  a decline  in  first-half  profits  to  NZ$116 
million  (£40  million),  from  NZ$170  million  in  the  first  half  of 
the  previous  year.  Investment  profits  fell  NZ$75  million  (£26 
million).  The  interim  dividend  is  held  at  NZ4  cents  a share. 
The  flotation  of  Britain's  Thistle  Hotels  enabled  the  group  to 
reduce  its  srake  from  70  to  46  per  cent.  It  acquired  20  per  cent 
of  the  John  Fairfax  new  spaper  group  last  December. 

Royal  Bank  venture 

ROYAL  BANK  OF  SCOTLAND  has  launched  a new 
venture  to  fill  the  funding  gap  between  debt  and  equity  in 
management  buyouts,  buy-ins  and  leveraged  acquisi- 
tions. RBS  Mezzanine,  which  will  be  backed  by  initial 
funding  from  the  bank  worth  £150  million,  could  look  for 
outside  partners  to  form  co-ventures  in  the  future. 


Crest  sets  record  on 
wave  of  transactions 


CREST,  the  electronic  settle- 
ment system  for  share  deals, 
processed  a record  132,000 
transactions  on  February  24 
after  a wave  of  securities  were 
transferred  from  the  old. 
paper-based  method  (Adam 
Jones  writes). 

CrestCu.  the  operator,  said 
75  to  SO  per  cent  of  bargains 
are  now  consistently  being 
settled  on  the  intended  date. 
Some  larger  users  of  the 
system  are  averaging  85  per 


cent  Paul  Symons,  of  CrestCo. 
said  he  expected  the  figure  to 
slowly  increase  having  stab- 
ilised over  the  past  two 
months,  although  there  is  no 
stated  target. 

He  said:  “You're  never 
going  to  get  100  per  cent  in  a 
quote-driven  market.” 

The  Stock  Exchange  issued 
a formal  notice  on  Tuesday 
that  Talisman,  the  old  system, 
will  definitely  wind  down  on 
the  planned  date.  April  11. 


TOURIST  RATES 
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Austria  Sch 
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Canada  S 

Cyprus  CypS  . 
Denmark  Kr  - 
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20  X 
59.72 
2.308 
0.855 
11.07 
B.B1 
9.69 
2-9! 
450 
13.11 
120 
1.08 
5.71 
2872 
209.90 


Bank 

SeBs 

1.99 

18J36 

55.42 

2.148 

0.800 

10.27 

8.16 

9.04 

270 

424 

12.11 

TOO 

1.00 

506 

2697 

193.90 


Bank  Bank 

Buys  Sofls 

0.659  0.604 
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11.73  10.93 
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Rales  ter  small  denomination  bank 
notes  only  as  supplied  by  Barclays  Bank 
PLC.  Differerd  rates  apply  ro  traveller's 
cheques.  Rates  as  at  close  of  trading 
yesterday 


Mafia . 

Netherlds  GW 
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Portugal  Esc  .. 
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Spam  Pta 

Sweden  Kr  .... 
Switzerland  Fr 
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The  European  Parliament  announces  lhal  for  administrative  reasons 
it  is  repeating  the  open  invitation  to  tender  for  the  supply  and 
installation  of  fuminxn:  and  aztlfical  plants  for  the  European 
information  Centre  (library  and  similar  services)  in  Espace  Leopold 
Complex  in  Bruxelles,  including  counters,  shelving,  tables,  seats, 
armchairs,  sundry  office  furniture  and  office  accessories  such  as 
coat  racks,  waste- paper  containers  and  trolleys,  etc. 

The  tender  notice  was  sent  to  the  Official  Journal  on  February  Sth. 
Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  M,  Ditto 
CANTOREGGI,  Head  of  the  Technical  Service  of  the  Buildings 
Division  in  Bruxelles  — FAX  (4-  32)  (0)  2 2844966.  refering  to 
"Epicentre’'. 


LEGAL  & PUBLIC  NOTICES 


0171-782  7344 


PUBLIC  NOTICES 


BRITTON  nn  SMITH.  LILIAN 
GRACE  BRITTON  doc  SMITH 
WIDOW  late  or  North 
Kensington.  LnMoD  WIO  din]  al 
Hammonnnlih,  London  Wfi  ud  9 
September  1994 
CEatate  about  E7SOQ1 
BUTLER.  MARJORIE  LILIAN 
BUTLER  SPINSTER  lair  of  SI 
Leonards  on  Son.  Earn  Susses 
■Usd  then  on  19  Ampul  1996 
■ Esiuie  about  £22.000) 
CUTTING.  WALTER  GEORGE 
CUTTING  tale  of  Norwich. 
Norfolk  died  ibere  on  lArh  July 
1994 

I'Eairue  aboul  EIAjOOO.i 
DODD.  MARGARET  FRANCES 
|OAN  DODD  SPINSTER  laid  •■€ 
Cambridge,  Cambridgeshire  died 
there  on  20  lobe  1996  itiuia 

abour  £66.000) 

GIBBS.  GEORGE  EDMUND  GIBBS 
tale  of  Barry.  South  Glamorgan 
died  Iboni  on  2 February  1996 
iTsLalc  aboul  £3.5001 
LEW1NGTON.  ARTHUR  WILLIAM 
LCWEnKTTON  lain  n|  ShnnkUn. 
Isle  of  Wuibi  dlod  there  on  22 
Ducembor  1995 
fEeiaie  about  £20000) 
LUCKETT  nee  CHAMBERLIN. 
RUBY  MARY  LUCKETT  neo 
CHAMBERLIN  WIDOW  lain  or 
Hlgbipta,  London  N6  died  Ihera 
on  6 Docnbar  1994 

■.Enisle  about  CO.lOOi 
UCHMM.  CHARLES  MCKIMM 
lain  of  Heme]  Hemptitad, 
Hertfordshire  died  i Tver®  on  21 
November  1996 
iLblr  about  CKBOO.i 


FREST  nsu  LAKE.  BLANCHE 
ELLEN  PRIST  noe  LAKE  WIDOW 
laia  of  Norwich.  Norfolk  died 
ihore  on  12  April  1995 
Ibnir  about  £5.500; 

REED.  FRANCIS  HENRY  REED 
Idle  of  Bristol.  Avon  died  ihnrv 
on  28  November  1995 
rEeialn  about  £13,0001 
SIMPER  nee  WYATT.  LOUISE 
FLORENCE  STMPBH  nee  WYATT 
WIDOW  lato  of  CMppvnham. 
Wiltshire  dlod  there  on  29 
September  1996 
CEalale  a boot  £6,000) 

STEWART  formerly  STRDDW1CK 
■UN  ELMES.  JOAN  STEWART 
formerly  STRUDWICK  nee 
ELMES  WIDOW  late  of 
Hum  rploipi  ilnt.  Worn  Suane* 
died  Iboie  on  1 January  1997 
lEsraie  aboul  £150,000.1 
V1LLEBS  otherwise  VILLIERS. 
GEORGE  V1LLERS  ovborvrtee 
George  VILLIERS  law  of 
WesnalrtMer.  London  WI  died 
i here  un  13  Sepiomber  1996 
lltiaw  about  £54,000.1 
WIN5TANLEY.  GERALD 

W1NSTANLEY  oihorwle* 

GERARD  WINSTANLEY  lain  of 
Bbmuior.  Oxfordshire  died  them 
on  J October  1 995 
t Estate  abnai  £8300.1 
The  Un  ■ if  Hie  above-named  are 
rmruosled  l«  apply  la  the 
Treasury  Solid  lor  i'BVi.  deem 
Anna's  Chambers,  2B  Broadway. 
London  SWIH  9 [3,  falling  which 
Uie  Treasury  Solicitor  may  lake 
slaps  to  administer  rhn  male. 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


CHARITY  COMMISSION 
Charity:  Bryamtoa  Sch'wl  Am**- 
nil  tot-  rand 

Bch«BM  varyiDfi  Srhona 
Kef  arc new  |Ht479l<WCDTn 
Tfar  Charily  Commbciluntni 
haw  made  a 5c  ha  mo  for  this 
charily.  A copy  of  xho  Scheme  can 
bv  $w»n  for  ncaiV  month  at  Parker 
Ballon*  45  Cast  to  Si,  3alHbtuy. 
WtiishtTO  or  a copy  can  be 
nblaliwl  by  wnillng  a avanapad 
addiuoMit)  Mivolupc  to  ih"  Char- 
ily Comm  lav  Jon,  WoorHInld 

hone,  Tnnrjtor.  Taunton  Somvr- 
wi,  TA1  4BL  quo  Kino  ihe  refer 

eiftC*  dhovn. 

Parker  B til  ton,  Sollrliors 
Paled  Umt  5ih  Jay  of  March  1W 


CHARITY  COMMISSION 
Charity:  The  Null  told  Trunl  for 

■ Ita  Fore  dm  of  llw  Crown 
Schema  fnr  roguL) » lftf|  Ilia 
chart  l y 

tolerance:  BM/3M6W 
The  Charily  CDnoihalr.nvra 
have  made  a Scheme  tor  ihfe 
charily.  A copy  can  bu  «H>tl  fur 

■ he  n*tT  month  .ni  Old  Schorl 
Houec.  ShrawioD.  tfUiahlra  ST3 
4 DS  or  a copy  can  tie  obtained  by 
flooding  a evampod  MdroMud 
onrelDpu  to  The  Charity  Co  nun  la  ■ 
A Ion.  Wood  Vicki  Houm,  Tanglnr. 
TaunTCux  Somerset  TA1  4BL 
pooling  the  refetnnee  above. 


LEGAL.  PUBLIC.  COMPANY 
& PARLIAMENTARY  NOTICES 

TO  PLACE  NOTICES  FOR  THIS  SECTION 
PLEASE  TELEPHONE 

0171-AH0A87SORFAX.-0171-461  93IJ 
Netlcsr  amtahleft  la  randnution  Slid  tbnald  be  lueelrsd  by  I.lD|«  l«n> 
days  prior  in  Insertion. 


IACKSON  STOPS  6 STAFF 
RETIREMENT  AND  DEATH 
BENEITT  SCHEME 
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  pur 
soanl  in  ScMfon  27  of  lha 
Tnislue  Ac l 1925  that  The  Trust- 
ees «f  l be  Scheme  are  winding  up 
Uie  Schoinu. 

Any  former  empluyeea  of  any 
Company  rradtnr,  ns  lockson- 
sinpr,  h Staff  Who  believe  thar 
inoj  were  or  an>  or  should  have 
been  member-  of  lb.  Scheme  and 
who  are  not  receiving  a pension 
Irora  Ihe  5c  be  mo  Or  whn  bare  not 
received  annuuncomems  from 
Ihe  Trustees  of  the  Scheme  am 
required  to  write  to  Mr.  Andrew 
Heal  on  ai  Wauon  Wralr  Pan- 
initial  House. 
18/20  8l.  Mary  a Parcnna.ie.  Mnn- 
■r!*™1"*. 113  auf  tufore  3 1 March 
1997  lo  make  a claim  under  the 
Scheme. 

Claimants  should  provide  ibelr 
full  name,  address,  dale  of  birth, 
Ihe  period  during  which  ihey 
W.wfced  for  any  eueh  Company 
and  any  documents  *upp--nlne 
Lhnlr  claim  ’ 

After  41  March  1997  the  Trusl- 
cws  may  dMLHbuio  l be  assets  of 
■bn  Scheme  amonq  the  pcmniu 
entitled  thereto  having  regard 

only  ro  the  claims  and  Imoresu 

ofwhlch  ihey  has.  prior  notice 
and  will  not.  m regard*  tbe 
assels  so  dl&irtbutcd.  be  liable  (o 
any  person  of  whieie  rlnlm  Ihey 
do  nut  than  have  nniicv. 

THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  SCHEME 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


In  Lbe  mailer  of  Dunn  A Co 
Limited 

and 

In  the  matter  uf  uw  Inenlvenry 
Act  19B6 

Nuriev  Is  hereby  given  that  a 
men ung  or  lbe  unsecured  credl- 
12”  n,**,»*  c,impanr  wiu 

no  held  pursuant  in  section 
48t.2raliho  Insolvency  Act  1986 
at  the  Cardiff  Ray  Hotel.  Schoo 

wr,Wj|.  Allan  IK;  WtLtrf.  Cardiff 
""  1 7„Mjrc,tl  Jl  7,10pm  for 

’he  perpose  „f  receiving  ihe 

repi.ri  of  the  admlnlvimilvo 
“f1-  ,f  Ibooght  ru, 
appointin',  a eonUlora-  commll- 
ten.  A creditor  will  be  en»lieil  lo 
vole  only  If  a wrilran  siaionw.nl 
of  claim  Is  submlned  lo  ms  al 
Aqulii  Court  31  Fb.hpo.,1  Street. 

u J*.  0B  >4 

March  199/  and  II  the  Claim  Is 

DdmlllsU  Tor  voting  purpomis. 
Any  pnulM  rbai  are  Intended  in 
bo  usw!  must  be  submlned  In  me 
before  ihe  memlnq.  A credlrnr 
whose  claim  Is  wholly  secured  Is 
mil  entitled  1u  attend  or  he  rep- 
resented al  the  nvsoilnn. 

Hue  27  February  1997 
Paul  F (offery 

loHii  Admlnicirailvo  Reevlysr 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


OF 


No.  00750  of  1997 
IN  THE  HIGH  COURT 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY  DIVISION 
COMPANIES  COURT 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  WAFER 
technolcsty  limited 
AND  IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE 
COMPANIES  ACT  1985 
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  lhal 
a Petition  was  nn  1 1th  February 
1997  presented  to  Hor  Majesty's 
High  Coon  of  |ust  leu  for  the  con- 
firmation of  the  reduction  of  tbe 
capital  of  lbe  above- named  Com 

susr  £,a-500*00  ■* 

AND  NOTICE  IS  FURTHER  GIVEN 
lhal  Hut  void  Pvillkm  Is  directed 
to  be  heart  before  the  Com  pa - 
dice  Court  Raglitrar  at  the  Roval 
Court*  of  Justice.  Strand.  London 
WC3A  2LL  on  Wodovedav.  Iha 
nlneioonua  day  of  kdarcb  19W. 
ANY  creditor  or  Ktoteboldor  of 
ilte  said  0»mpanv  deelrtao  to 
****** tip  of  on  Order 
*or  ine  conrumarloD  of  ihm  sold 
appear  al  the 
lime  or  boa  ring  In  person  or  by 
Counsel  for  that  purpose.  1 
A copy  of  the  said  PeUHon  wiu  bm 
furnlshod  lo  any  such  prison 
resulting  Uw  some  by  rbv  undnr- 
mentioned  Salle  Hor.  in  pa^o« 

ot  thn  rogulalud  charge  for  Um 
fcJPlO. 

'hlt  ,9fJl  ^Y  of  February 

Messrs  Vizards 
42  Bedford  Row 
London  WC1R  4IL 
Tnl  : 0171-405  6202 
Fas  : 0171-405  6248 
DX  : LDE  189 
Ref  : 7232/7060-2 
Solleltore  for  ibw  aho,e 
■aJmpony 


^d5e*SV?cheduu 

Mbiute  appmvml  by  ihe  Court 
U i01  ITw  Hostauruni 
Farmers  hip  pic  wax  by  vlrtum  «r 
J ^Pe^lul  Hnr.|unvn  of  the  Core 
p.in,  and  wl.h  ,re- 

«I4  share,  taSTSSli.a 


ALEC  BERMAN  ft  SON  LIMITED 
ON  RBCStVERSUIP!} 
NOTTCB  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  pur- 
suant to  Section  98  of  Um  Imd- 
eancy  Acl  1985  Uul  a meeting  of 
lbe  creditors  of  Um  above-named 
company  will  be  held  ol  the 
office  of  Worley  i Scott  at. 
Lyman  House,  7-12  IMtWdl 

SI  “are.  Loudon  WC1H  9LT  an 
rdimsdny  12th  March  1 997  at 
3.15pm  far  the  ptupnees  on- 
Ho  nod  In  section  99  to  101  of 
■ he  said  Acl 

Credit  ore  wishing  to  vote  ht  the 
meeting  must  lodge  theta-  prosy, 
■ogerher  with  a full  staiwottat  of 
account  al  the  company's 
regisaiemd  office,  Hemucstaun 
Houba,  \9  Botindarv  Road.  How. 
bsl  Sussex  BN3  4RF  Ml  btw 
“M  12  noon  on  11  th  March 
1997. 

For  rbe  purposes  of  tradna  ■ 
secured  credlrot  is  required 
(unless  be  sumndem  his  woo- 
Hry.1  to  ladyg  at  Htrvershem 

House.  19  Boundary  Road,  Hove. 
East  Sussex  BN3  4EP  before  Lbs 
meeting  a sraiement  gtvtng  par- 
ncuian  of  his  secoilly  Che  date 
when  It  warn  given  and  the  vales 
at  which  li 


Notice  is  further  given  time  a Uri 
of  the  names  and  odd 


the  company's  creditors  mey  be 
Inspected  free  of  chares,  at 
Lynron  House.  7-12  TnvWoek 
Square.  London  WC1H  9LI 
bo l ween  lOjOOam  and  4-OOpm  on 
the  two  bualness  dflffl 
proceeding  Um  date  of  axe ii Ting 
staled  above. 

DATED  tins  U1997 
A Berman.  Plroctav 


NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  UlBl 
“ proceedloga  before  the  New- 
™“*  Coumy  Conn  BETWEEN 
ROBERT  GRAHAM  BALMER  ud 
JOAN  BALMCR-  Plnlnt  Number  94 
D 1B66  uppiicntian  baa  been 
“»do  by  the  said  plan  Balmsr  for 
of  property  situate  al  21 
Moor  Placn,  Gosrortb.  Newcastle 
Upon  Tyne  and  that  on  Um  10th 
day  of  February  1997  the  New- 
castle County  Conn  directed  that 
rev  pre-party  situate  et  21  Moor 
FJace  aforesaid  bo  advertised  ror 
22S  2nd  .0“'  1 “fiber  directions 
win  be  given  by  the  Newcastle 

Application  on  Monday  Um  lOtb 
“arch  1997  ol  11SO 

I*1*  requeered  Uut  the  Petitioner 

re  the  above  cause  namely  Rob- 

57  8al™«r  fhtiberfr  «*■ 

■V  ™™“r  Woce.  Coefortb.  Newcee- 
f IS,  “53“  IT-  “»  anyone  know 
1SS..  Jb  wheree  bouts  do 
“btimel  Smhh  of 
ScJ£nce  * Gold.  Keredng- 
SS.ilWG,Sr- 5 Qsbo*f»>  Road.  New- 
Opun  Tyne  NE2  2AA, 
6i25h"e°  number  0191  281 

!n?i'  flu  number  OJ91  281 
as  a mailer  of . 

cerulog  ibe  bale 
■UcurKre. 
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ET  Housing  market  defies  rules  of  economics  □ BTR  share  price  may  be  on  the  turn  □ Unnecessary  deluge  of  trading  news 


□ THIS  is  a very  funny  housing 
market,  and  one  that  seems  to 
defy  all  the  normal  rules  of 
economics.  But  what  it  is  not  is  a 
booming  bousing  market. 

Price  rises  are  relatively  mod- 
est Earlier  this  week  the  Halifax 
actually  scaled  back  its  annualis- 
ed figure  for  house  price  inflation 
for  the  second  month  in  a row 
down  to  6.8  per  cent  for  the  year 
to  February  compared  with  84 
per  cent  in  1996. 

The  number  of  housing  trans- 
actions is  running  below  any 

year  in  the  1980s.  Last  year  there 

were  1.24  million;  the  Council  of 
Mortgage  Lenders  expects  135 
million  this  year  and  a further 
100,000 more  in  1997.  In  1988215 
million  people  moved  home. 

Yesterday  Black  Horse  Agen- 
cies, owned  by  Lloyds  TSBfput 
out  a report  that  was  half  a 
rallying  cry  to  new  customers 
and  half  a profits  warning.  There 
is  a desparate  shortage  or  homes 
for  sale.  Nationally,  there  are 
nine  noses  pressed  up  against 
estate  agents'  windows  for  every 
house.  Negative  equity  is  dis- 
appearing, especially  in  the 
South  East  Never  ban  a better 
time  to  buy . . . oh.  you  can  guess 
the  rest 

In  economics,  supply  follows 
demand.  In  commodify  markets, 
a shortage  prompts  producers  to 
build  more  plant.  As  they  act  in 
an  unco-orainated  way,  there  is 
soon  a glut  of  plastics  or  what- 


Estate  agents  cry  ‘full  house’ 


«wr.  and  producers  start  to  close 
Ujeir  older,  less  profitable  plant 
Inis  causes  a shortage  again. 
Houses  should  be  me  same, 
builders  stimulated  into  action 
by  rising  prices. 

There  are  two  special  factors. 
One  is  planning  law,  preventing 
houses  being  built  where  most 
people  want  to  live,  the  leafy 
suburbs  or  the  green  belt.  The 
Mcond  is  rising  demographic 
demand,  the  much-quoted  gov- 
ernment figure  of  4.4  million 
more  homes  needed  over  the  next 

two  decades. 

Gfyen  these,  the  normal  eco- 
nomic model  would  have  house 
prices  spiralling  until  enough 
potential  customers  are  priced 
out  of  the  market.  But  this  is  not 
happening;  the  advent  of  the 
spring  selling  season  has  seen 
startling  price  rises  in  some 
areas,  especially  those  affected 
by  City  bonuses  and  demand 
from  overseas,  but  these  are  not 
necessarily  going  to  continue. 

What  is  holding  prices  back  is 
shortage  of  lending  finance. 
Banks  and  building  societies 
have  learnt  their  lesson:  no  100 
per  cent  loans  this  time,  no  silly 
multiples  on  salaries.  People 


cannot  chase  prices  higher  for- 
ever. But  they  are  unwilling  to 
downgrade  their  expectations,  so 
many  are  losing  out.  Buying  a 
home  is  not  becoming  much 
more  expensive,  but  ii  is  getting 
ever  more  difficult. 

Eventually,  prices  will  have  to 
rise.  Given  lew  wage  price 
inflation,  the  only  way  this  can 
happen  is  for  lenders  to  accept 
that  low  inflation  and  interest 
rales  mean  they  can  risk  making 
higher  advances  to  their  cus- 
tomers, the  logical  extension  of 
die  CM  Us  musings  on  die  euro 
yesterday.  But  the  line  between 
this  and  a runaway  housing 
market  is  a fine  one. 

Strachan  delivers 
the  goods 

□ IAN  STRACHAN  at  BTR 
must  be  wondering  what  he  has 
to  do  to  pull  the  shares  out  of  (he 
miserable  trough  they  have  occu- 
pied since  June.  Mind  you,  if  he 
has  doubts,  his  positive  de- 
meanour yesterday  was  giving 
no  hint  of  iL  But  even  the  merest 
whisper  of  a share  buyback  does 
sound  like  desperation. 


PENNINGTON 


Even  after  yesterday's  rise, 
BTR  shares  are  just  30p  above 
their  low  for  me  past  year. 
Catching  BTR  on  the  turn  has 
been  a perilous  task,  but  there 
are  ai  last  signs  thar  the  bottom 
may  have  been  reached.  Un- 
popularity has  been  as  much  to 
do  with  its  status  as  an  un- 
fashionable conglomerate  as 
with  any  innate  faults,  but  that 
status  has  simply  given  the 
market  no  reason  to  invest. 

Instead,  Mr  Strachan  has 
ploughed  ahead  on  delivering 
the  promises  on  restructuring  he 
made  a year  ago.  The  disposal 
programme  is  75  per  cent  over, 
and  the  group  is  well  on  target 
for  15  per  cent  of  sales  in 
emerging  markets  by  the  year 
2000.  But  most  interesting  for 


now.  and  particuiariy  piquant  on 
the  day  that  BTR  announced  the 
departure  of  Alan  Jackson,  one  of 
the  architects  of  its  former  policy 
of  growth  by  pumping  out  new 
equity,  is  Mr  Strachan’s  views  an 
future  capital  needs. 

BTR  was  one  of  the  markers 
heaviest  warrants  addicts.  This 
form  of  share  issue,  promising 
shareholders  new  equity  in 
future  at  a price  higher  than  the 
current  one.  relies  on  a share 
price  that  can  be  expected  to  rise 

without  interruption,  which  is 

■why  it  has  fallen  out  of  favour  in 
these  toppy  markets.  Mr 
Strachan  has  not  only  said  that 
there  will  be  no  more  such 
issues,  he  is  putting  in  place  the 
ability  to  buy  the  outstanding 
two  tranches,  pretty  well  worth- 
less at  I9’4p  and  4U  p,  or  some  of 
the  Quinary  share  capital 

So  BTR  will  operate  within  its 
existing  finances,  funding  ac- 
quisitions out  of  normal  cash- 
flow and  the  proceeds  of 
disposals.  Interest  cover  was  a 
respectable  seven  times  last  year 
so  the  company  should  not  be 
stretched,  but  it  all  smacks  of 
caution,  which  the  marker  likes 
from  the  new  BTR.  Mr  Strachan 


now  needs  to  deliver  the  sustain- 
able profit  growth  he  has  prom- 
ised. This  could  be  the  year  die 
shares  come  bade  in  favour. 

Make  it  a day 
to  remember 

□ PUBLIC  companies  with  com- 
bined market  capitalisations  of 
more  than  £70  billion  chose 
yesterday  to  present  their  latest 
financial  statements  — and  that 

is  disregarding  John  Lewis,  a 

business  of  more  than  passing 
interest  to  retail  analysts.  This  is 
equal  to  7 per  cent  of  the  total 
value  of  the  London  stock  mar- 
ket There  were  ten  companies 
alone  with  market  values  of 
more  than  £1  billion. 

Next  Thursday  will  be  the 
same.  They  seem  to  like  Thurs- 
days — the  best  explanation  is 
that  it  allows  time  for  all  the 
executives  to  jet  in  from  around 
the  world  without  spoiling  their 
weekends  and  then  to  hold  a 
formal  board  meeting.  Wednes- 
day is  almost  as  good  a bet 
Friday  is  almost  universally 
shunned,  and  Monday  is  un- 
popular. The  result  is  that  on 


certain  days  every  spring  and 
autumn,  and  there  are  only 
about  a dozen  during  each 
reporting  season,  the  stock  mar- 
ket is  deluged  with  trading 
statements.  There  are  attempts  to 
ensure  the  main  players  in  a 
given  sector  do  not  report  on  the 
same  day  to  prevent  analysts 
becoming  overloaded,  but  this 
does  not  always  work  — yes- 
terday saw  figures  from  BTR 
and  Cookson  Group.  This  year 
has  been  made  worse  than  most 
by  the  early  arrival  of  Easter. 

Banks  and  ofl  companies  man- 
age to  report  within  two  months 
of  the  end  of  the  trading  period. 
Manufacturers  take  longer,  for 
some  reason,  and  they  insist  on 
monopolising  one  or  two  days  a 
week.  They  then  whinge  pit- 
eously about  how  nobody  pays 
them  enough  attention.  The  sol- 
ution is  in  their  hands, 

A spin-doctor  writes 

□ PICTURE  the  scene  at  last 
week’s  Cabinet  meeting.  “Pen- 
sions," says  someone.  “Re-ar- 
range the  pension  fystem.  Ar  least 
it  shows  we’re  doing  something 
different  Yours,  I think.  Peter.” 
“But  the  last  time  the  pension 
companies  went  on  the  rampage 
there  was  no  end  of  trouble.  City 
regulation’s  yours,  Ken."  "True. 
Tell  you  what  Well  hand  out  a 
kicking  at  the  same  time.  Hi  get 
Ange  on  to  it  pronto." 


Ladbroke 
keeps  an 
eye  on 
casino  bid 
battle 

By  Alasdair  Murray 

LADBROKE.  the  hotel 
and  gaming  company, 
admitted  yesterday  thar 
h was  watching  the  £180 
million  bid  battle  be- 
tween London  Chibs 
International  and  Capi- 
tal Corporation  “dosefy". 

Ladbroke,  which  has 
been  finked  with  a poten- 
tial takeover  offer  for  the 
two  London  casino  oper- 
ators. made  it  dear  that  it 
already  anyss  to 
hank  funds  if  it  decided 
to  launch  a bkL 
A return  to  fonn  In  the 
betting  division  helped 
Ladbroke  to  lift  foil-year 
profits  to  £163  million 
before  tax  and  exception- 
al items. 

Profits  in  the  betting 
and  gaming  division 
rase  46  per  cent  to  £85 
mill  inn,  Ladbroke  said 
that  new  products,  such 
as  Lucky  Choke  and 
Forty  Nines,  bad  helped 
the  retail  betting  opera- 
tions to  fight  back 
against  the  National 
Lottery. 

Vernons,  the  pools 
business,  also  improved 
profits  although  turn- 

Tempus. — i 28 


over  dropped  a further  30 
percent  But  casino  profits 
fell  bade  because  of  losses 
at  Maxims- 

Hilton  International  in- 
creased profils  7 per  cent  to 
£160  million  led  by  a 
strong  UK  market  In 
London,  occupancy  rates 
reached  85  per  cent  while 
worldwide  occupany  rose 
from  69  per  cent  to  69ft  per 
cent 

Ladbroke  said  that  it 

had  agreements  in  place  to 

develop  30  new  hotels  over 
the  next  four  years,  im- 
proving the  brand’s  global 

spread.  The  company  add- 
ed that  it  expected  to 
benefit  if  Hilton  Hotels 
Corporation  won  control 
of  ITT  although  no  resolu- 
tion of  the  $10  billion  bid 
battle,  is  expected  until 
later  this  year. 

Exceptional  items  total- 
led £104  million,  including 
costs  to  cover  the  dosare  of 
die  property  division  and 
the  resolution  of  legal  bat- 
tles over  the  Paris  Hilton 
and  foe  sale  of  Texas 
Homecare. 

The  total  dividend  was 
increased  3 per  cent  to 
6J2p.  A final  dividend  of 
33p  is  payable  on  June  2 


Merger  costs  take  their  toll 
of  Royal  & Sun  Alliance 


By  Marianne  CURFHEY 

INSURANCE  CORRESPONDENT 

INTEGRATION  costs,  ex- 
change rate  movements  and 
provisions  against  environ- 
mental claims  have  taken 
their  toll  on  profits  at  the 
newly  merged  Royal  & Sun- 
Alliance.  Even  the  promise  of 
a share  buy-back  was  not 
enough  to  stop  the  shares  slip- 
ping yesterday,  after  the  com- 
pany reported  a foil  in  pre-tax 
profit  to  E648  million  from  £1 
billion  in  the  previous  year. 

The  first  annual  results  of 
the  combined  composite  insur- 
er showed  that  last  year’s  £6 
billion  merger  of  Royal  Insur- 
ance and  SunAlliance  has  so 
far  cost  £201  million.  £26  mil- 
lion more  than  the  £175  mil- 
lion management  predicted 
could  be  saved  annually.  A 
total  of 5.000 jobs  are  expected 
toga 

The  insurer  plans  to  return 
up  to  5 per  cent  of  its  capital  to 
shareholders  and  will  seek 
permission  to  do  so  at  May’s 
AGM.  However,  analysts  ex- 
pressed disappointment  at  a 
lower  titan  expected  total  divi- 
dend and  the  high  restructur- 
ing costs. 

Shares  fell  17p  to  486p,  after 
an  initial  jumpto515pon  news 
of  the  buy-back.  Operating 
profit  fell  from  £915  million  in 
1995  to  £706  million  last  year. 
This  figure  includes  £117  mil- 
lion worth  erf  provision  against 
future  asbestos  and  environ- 
mental claims  in  the  United 
States,  and  £50  million  to 
strengthen  claims  reserves  in 
the  UK.  It  also  indudes  the 
effect  of  exchange  rate  move- 
ments. which  cost  £32  million 
aver  the  year.  It  does  not  in- 
dude  integration  costs  of  £201 
million  or  a claims  equalisa- 
tion provision  of  £90  million. 


CHRIS  HARRS 


German  rates 
unchanged 
as  rise  in 
jobless  slows 

By  Janet  Bush,  economics  editor 


Roger  Taylor,  left,  with  Richard  Gamble,  group  chief  executive  of  Royal  & SunAlliance.  yesterday 


RSA  is  among  a number  of 
insurance  companies  current- 
ly reassessing  their  possible 
future  liability  in  the  US  for 
business  written  in  the  1960s 
and  1970s.  Eagle  Star,  the  BAT 
Industries  subsidiary,  has  set 
aside  a £160  million  provision. 

Roger  Taylor.  RSA  deputy 
chairman,  annnounced  Pat- 


rick Gillam.  chairman  of 
Standard  Chartered,  is  to  be- 
come non-executive  chairman. 
He  said  the  share  buyback  left 
the  way  open  for  more  acquisi- 
tions. but  declined  to  comment 
on  whether  RSA  was  seeking  a 
IJK  life  insurer. 

Profits  fur  the  general  insur- 
ance business  after  the 


changes  in  claims  reserving 
were  £480  million,  down  from 
£754  million.  Improvements 
in  Canada  and  Scandinavia 
were  offset  by  reduced  profits 
elsewhere. 

Mr  Taylor  described  wea- 
ther [asses  in  the  US  as 
“exceptional"  at  £96  million. 
E36  million  higher  than  in 


1995.  Life  profits  increased  15 
per  cent  to  £213  million. 

The  total  dividend  was 
raised  to  !9p  per  share,  in  line 
with  management’s  forecast 

RSA  believes  personal  mo- 
tor insurance  rates  will  rise 
this  year  and  said  it  achieved 
increases  of  8 per  cent  across 
ihe  board  in  1996- 


THE  Bundesbank  left  Ger- 
man interest  rates  un- 
changed yesterday,  a 
decision  which  coincided 
with  news  that  unemploy- 
ment increased  again  in 
February. 

The  discount  rate  remains 
at  2.5  per  cent  and  the 
Lombard  emergency  financ- 
ing rate  at  4.5  per  cent  The 
key  repurchase  rate  remains 
at  3 per  cent 

The  German  central  bank 
was  widely  expected  to  keep 
rates  cm  hold  in  spite  of  the 
country’s  evident  problems 
of  unemployment 

The  news  an  jobs  was 
better  than  many  had  antici- 
pated after  January’s  shock- 
ing rise  in  seasonally 
adjusted  unemployment  of 
J45JXX). 

In  February,  the  total  rose 
by  only  5,000.  to  432  mil- 
lion. leaving  the  unemploy- 
ment rate  unchanged  from 
the  113  percent  registered  in 
January. 

January's  figure  sparked 
deep  concern  that  Germany 
would  fail  to  meet  the  Maas- 
tricht Treaty  deficit 
criterium  and  Theo  Waigel,  , 
Germany’s  Finance  Minis-  j 
ter,  gave  a warning  on 
Wednesday  that  the  country 
must  achieve  a tumround  in 
its  labour  market  perfor- 
mance if  it  is  to  meet  foe 
treaty  requirements  for  join- 
ing a single  currency. 

Germany’s  VDMA  associ- 
ation said  yesterday  that  the 


Hillsdown  meets  expectations 


By  Clare  Stewart 

HILLSDOWN  HOLDINGS, 
the  food  manufacturer  whose 
brands  range  from  Typhoo 
Tea  to  Buxted  chickens,  re- 
ported results  at  the  top  end  of 
City  expectations,  with  prefox 
profits  of  £1283  million  for  the 
year  to  December  31. 

This  compares  to  the  previ- 
ous year’s  result  when  a heavy 
write-off  after  the  sale  of  its 
stake  in  Maple  Leaf  Foods  of 
Canada  produced  a £12  mil- 
lion loss.  ' . 

Hillsdown  also  said  it  is 
hopeful  of  soon  recovering 
£7.4  mihibn  of  lax  paid  in  1989 
on  money  received  from  the 
pension  fund  of  a subsidiary. 
Hillsdown,  which  was  subse- 
quently forced  by  the  Pensions 
Ombudsman  to  repay  the 
pension  fund,  is  planning  to 


George  Greener  noted  improved  consumer  confidence 


serve  its  outstanding  writ 
against  the  Inland  Revenue  to 
recover  the  tax  paid  and 
interest  accrued. 

George  Greener,  who  look 
over  as  Hillsdown  chief  execu- 


tive during  rhe  year,  struck  a 
confident  tone  orm  men  ting  on 
the  results,  noting  the  hener 
business  climate  and  improve- 
ment in  consumer  confidence. 

Excluding  the  benefits  of 


acquisition*.-,  group  sales  grew 
7 per  cent  overall  wirh  operat- 
ing profits  ahead  11.5  per  cenL 
The  poultry  businesses  flour- 
ished. helped  by  increased 
demand  from  consumers  wor- 
ried about  BSE  and  red  meat. 
Operating  profits  rose  18  per 
cent  to  Lto.I  million. 

The  recovery  in  rhe  hous- 
ing market  in  the  South  East 
lifted  results  and  operating 
margins  at  Fairview  New 
Homes  where,  together  with 
the  furniture  division,  oper- 
ating profits  increased  30  per 
cent  to  £4o.S  million. 

There  is  a final  dividend  of 
7.8p  making  a total  of  lOp  for 
the  year,  up  5.3  per  cent. 
Analysts  are  looking  for  pre- 
tax profits  of  around  E165 
million  fur  the  current  year. 
Shares  in  the  group  were 

unchanged  at  to|p. 


Cookson  slide  hits 
executive  bonuses 


By  Carl  Mortished 


DIRECTORS  of  Cookson  will 
not  receive  bonuses  after  a 
year  in  which  the  materials 
group  suffered  a sharp  decline 
in  profits  and  margins.  The 
worldwide  slowdown  in  dr- 
cuit  board  manufacture,  com- 
bined with  a slump  in  demand 
for  ceramic  products  in 
Europe,  were  to  blame  for  an  8 
per  cent  fall  in  pre-tax  profits 
to  £166  nulllion. 

Richard  Oster,  chief  execu- 
tive. said  demand  for 
Cookson’s  laminates  from  cir- 
cuit board  makers  had  picked 
up  in  the  fourth  quarter.  "We 
expect  continued  improve- 
ment with  guarded  opti- 
mism." he  said. 

Return  on  sales  fell  from  ll.I 


per  cent  to  10  per  cent,  mainly 
due  to  an  18  per  cent  fall  in 
profits  from  electronic  materi- 
als. Advanced  refractories, 
which  makes  materials  for  the 
steel  industry,  achieved  5 per 
cent  organic  growth  despite 
worldwide  steel  production 
being  in  decline.  However, 
Cookson  Matthey  Ceramics, 
the  joint  venture  with  Johnson 
Matthey.  suffered  from  the 
decline  in  European  construc- 
tion markets  and  profits  fell  18 
per  cent  The  total  dividend  is 
up  8 per  cent  at  8.6p  a share, 
with  a final  4.7p.  payable  from 
pre-exceptional  earnings  of 
I7p  (I8.9p). 
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capital  equipment  and  plant 
construction  industry  may  see 
an  improvement  in  employ- 
ment in  the  second  half  of  this 
year  after  a slight  decline  in 
staff  numbers  in  the  first  half. 

But  the  Federation  of  Ger- 
man Chambers  of  Industry 
and  Commerce  said  that  foe 
economy  was  stagnating  in 
the  current  quarter,  compared 
with  the  fourth  quarter  of  last 
year  and  that  it  expected 
growth  this  year  of  only  2 per 
cent  This  falls  below  the 
Government's  growth  target 
of  2-5  per  cent. 


Hambro 
back  in 
the  black 

By  George  Sivell 

HAMBRO  Countrywide, 
one  of  Britain’s  largest  es- 
tate agents,  has  returned  to 
the  black  on  the  back  of  last 
year's  surge  in  boose  prices. 
And  the  company  reported 
that  sales  in  January  and 
February  are  up  25  per  cent 
on  the  corresponding  period 
last  year. 

The  company  also  an- 
nounced the  acquisition  of 
an  estate  agent  in  central 
London,  an  area  that  Ham- 
bra  has  deliberately  avoided 
in  the  past  Hambro  Coun- 
trywide has  paid  £7.45  mil- 
lion for  Fanm  Sutaria  to 
give  it  a platform  on  which 
to  boQd  in  the  London 
property  market 
In  the  year  to  December 
31,  Karon  Sutaria  made  a 
profit  before  proprietors’  in- 
terests of  £15  million  and 
has  made  a “veiy  encourag- 
ing" start  to  this  year.  Net 
assets  are  £983,000. 

Pre-tax  profits  reached 
£303  million  in  1996,  a 
striking  recovery  from  the 
£3.9  million  kiss  docked  up 
in  1995.  Earnings  per  share 
recovered  to  8.42p  from  a 
loss  of  2.16p  in  1995.  The 
dividend  has  been  restored 
to  2p  a share  fin:  the  year. 

Hambro  Countrywide 
sold  83,844  houses  in  the 
year,  a rise  of  28  per  cent  on 
1995.  The  company  said  that 
the  housing  market  is  im- 
proving across  the  country, 
although  there  are  still  re- 
gional differences.  London 
and  the  South  East  are 
outpacing  other  areas. 
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BUSINESS  with  Laker  Airways,  you’ll  experience  all  the  comforts  of  business  class  that  you  would  expect  from  a scheduled, 
seats  with  48%5(P  pitch  provide  plenty  of  room  to  stretch  out  -cChoose  from  an  extensive  a la  carte  memi'whast sipping 
relax  with  a liqueur  and  watch  a film  on  your  personal  6"  TV  screen  -*The  saving  of  over  £!  ,QGQ?Ts  also4Jseful. 

01293  789000  OR  CONTACT  YOUR  T R AV  E Ufi'fiENT- 

1/2/97.  AS  Sights  are  aAjetf  to  arafeb&y  ♦fares  are  subject  to  Government  approval  and  exdude  airport  taxes  and  applicable  charges  - \ ;'-v-  - : ■ - ■_  ■ 
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MICHAELCLARK 


Wall  Street  leads  London 
to  another  record  close 


FUELLED  by  Wall  Street's  93- 
point  leap  overnight,  share 
prices  in  London  were  again 
scaling  new  heights. 

The  FT-SE  100  index  ended 
just  below  its  best  of  the  day 
with  a rise  of  39.2  points  at  a 
new  dosing  high  of  4 J99 3.  A 
modest  885  million  shares  had 
changed  hands,  suggesting 
that  the  market  is  being  pro- 
pelled higher  by  a stock  short- 
ages among  blue  chips. 

Investors  remain  buyers  of 
equities  and  it  seems  that 
demand  will  continue  to  out- 
strip supply  for  the  rime  being 
anyway.  Wall  Street’s  latest 
surge  came  on  the  back  of 
comments  earlier  this  week 
from  Alan  Greenspan,  the 
Federal  Reserve  chairman, 
who  reassured  investors  by 
saying  that  the  equity  market 
was  fairly  valued. 

Traders  were  kept  busy  by  a 
steady  stream  of  trading  state- 
ments from  leading  com- 
panies. Full-year  figures  from 
Glaxo  Wellcome  received  a 
lukewarm  reception,  with  the 
price  recovering  from  an  early 
fall  to  finish  just  lObp  dearer 
at  E1D.49.  Pre-tax  profits  were 
18  per  cent  higher  at  E2.96 
billion,  but  the  group  said  that 
a sharp  slide  in  sales  of  its 
best-selling  drugs,  Zantac  and 
Zovirax,  after  coming  off  pat- 
ent in  the  US  was  likely  to 
provide  a vacuum  in  sales 
growth.  Sales  of  new  drugs 
rose  50  per  cent  to  £2  billion. 

Institutional  investors  un- 
certain about  the  medium- 
remi  outlook  for  the  company 
were  being  urged  by  brokers 
to  switch  into  SmithKIine 
Beecham,  23p  up  ar  942*2^ 
Zeneca,  reporting  next  week, 
finished  6*3 p better  at  E18.70. 

Ladbroke,  up  Up  at  236p, 
pleased  the  market,  with  prof- 
its IS  per  cent  higher  at  £163 
million  before  exceprionals.  It 
was  helped  by  a strong  perfor- 
mance from  racing  arid  casi- 
nos. Brokers  are  forecasting 
pre-tax  profits  of  up  to  E225 
million  for  the  current  year. 

The  group  is  not  ruling  out 
the  possibility  of  making  ac- 
quisitions and  speculators  say 
it  may  decide  to  top  the 
London  Clubs  International 
EI80  million  offer  for  Capita] 
Corporation.  2p  easier  ar 
202p.  London  Clubs  finished 
) 'a  p better  at  388*2  p. 

Dealers  were  impressed  with 
lull-year  figures  From  Rolls- 
Royce.  up  !6p  at  255p,  in  spite 
of  diving  into  the  red  after 
write-offs  of  E24S  million.  De- 
mand for  the  Trent  engine  is 
swelling  the  order  book,  which 
now  stands  at  £7  billion.  BTR 


Ladbroke  was  up  lip  to  236p  after  a profits  advance 


rose  5p  to  259p  after  an 
expected  drop  in  profits.  The 
group  said  the  strength  of  the 
pound  could  dent  profits  by  as 
much  as  E50  million.  GKN 
responded  to  a 13  per  cent  rise 
in  full-year  profits  with  a rise 
of  ISbp  at  974p.  The  shares 
are  likely  to  fall  sharply  when 
US  courts  rule  on  the  Meineke 
franchise  case. 

Newly  merged  Royal  & 


at  823b  p as  almost  a million 
shares  were  traded.  It  follows 
suggestions  that  Associated 
British  Foods  wants  to  spend 
some  of  its  cash  mountain  on 
an  acquisition.  Earlier  this 
week,  AB  Foods  was  being 
linked  with  Htflsdown.  un- 
changed at  191p  after  figures, 
but  this  seems  unlikely.  AB 
Foods  closed  7b  p up  at  488p. 

Unilever  rose  20  b p to 


Shell  rose  13p  to  £ 10.76b  amid  whispers  that  the  group  is  looking 
to  make  its  first  acquisition  in  more  than  a decade.  Speculators 
say  top  of  its  hit  list  is  Cairn  Energy.  28p  dearer  at  574 bp.  on 
turnover  of  6.6  million  shares.  Both  companies  have  exploration 
interests  in  Pakistan.  Cairn  is  capitalised  at  £901  million. 


SunAlliance  finished  9b  p 
down  at  494p  after  disappoint- 
ing profits  news  that  over- 
shadowed news  of  a share 
buyback,  while  a strong  sec- 
ond-half performance  lifted 
Cookson  Group  6b  p to  235p. 
A better  than  expected  perfor- 
mance from  Arjo  Wiggins 
Appleton  was  good  for  15b  p 
on  the  shares  at  185b  p. 

Speculative  buying  drove 
Reckitt  & Colman  I lp  higher 


£15.62  as  Dutch  investors 
bought  the  Unilever  NV  stock 
in  Amsterdam. 

Hopes  that  cash-rich  build- 
ing societies  soon  to  be  mak- 
ing their  stock  market  debuts  ■ 
will  be  quickly  on  the  lookout 
for  bolt-on  acquisition  in  the 
financial  sector  boosted  the 
insurers.  Legal  & General,  up 
12b  p at  408p,  is  seen  as  a 
potential  target  for  the  Hali- 
fax. The  speculators  are  not 
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Calls 


Pun 


Sarin 

Ayr 

Jal 

Oa 

*EL 

Jul 

Oa 

AIM  Do  in. 

. 420 

3b1. 

43’. 

■W 

1'-. 

12 

16'.- 

(-4511 

-Wl 

II 

20 

li 

17 

31 

AS  DA 

. 110 

S’: 

8'. 

10 

} 

P- 

s 

rim 

IX' 

1’. 

A 

e* 

V. 

II 

13’, 

Boots 

650 

32 

4SS 

52 

S'. 

21 

ZB’: 

(■6715 

701 

7 

20 

I? 

U". 

47'.- 

S3*: 

Br  Airways 

650 

Jfj 

43 

55 

121, 

25’. 

33 

CebJ'jl 

70) 

tf. 

21 

41 

54‘: 

61 

BP 

. TOO 

ZJ'. 

40 

51 

18’, 

32 

4i1 

ITOI'.I 

750 

6 

(9 

29“.- 

51'. 

6|’j 

6fr. 

Hr  Sieel ..._ 

. 140 

16'. 

19-. 

21 

O’ 

5 

V. 

risn 

160 

4 

IT. 

ll)1: 

A 

15 

17 

C4W.. — 

501 

205 

35 

45 

15'. 

2S’. 

35'. 

rsii'.i 

550 

4 

IP- 

25 

49 

?». 

66 

cv 

. 7U) 

47', 

73 

87 

20 

43 

6‘ 

rrjR'd 

750 

23', 

50 

M) 

48 

69 

H9 

ra 

. WO 

54’. 

74 

83 

3 

II 

ISS 

r748l 

750 

Xt 

42', 

ST: 

17 

2*>*: 

38’, 

Land  See 

7S0 

SF 

6.4 

ny, 

2 

ip. 

18 

P799I 

«U 

18’: 

31 

40 

ip. 

35 

V, 

MIS 

. 460 

J.V. 

42 

48'. 

4 

12 

I3S 

I'WI 

500 

4 

I91, 

27*. 

19 

30 

32’.- 

N«  Wesi .... 

. 700 

Wi 

S.1 

88 

5 

16 

27 

r749’i 

750 

2S 

49- 

59-. 

ar, 

J51; 

Safeway  pic  JnO 

16*. 

25 

31’. 

8’. 

19*. 

23’.- 

1-305’.  1 

WO 

S'.- 

12 

1" 

are. 

38'. 

42 

sain«bury.. 

. 3LU 

22 

23 

c 

3'.- 

II’. 

13’, 

(-316,1 

330 

6 

12’: 

1#*/ 

17 

27 

30 

Shell 

llAJ 

45 

57 

'/IS 

22’: 

37 

46'.- 

riw.i 

1100 

(S’: 

31 

47', 

53 

65 

74 

SmU  Bch  . 

W 

62 

IW: 

102 

ll1: 

29 

38 

1-9451 

95D 

31’, 

», 

75 

31'. 

Mr, 

(O'.- 

Srorehse 

m 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(unqj 

J30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tralalpar... 

..  SO 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

lunql 

to 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

z«aa 

iam 

9.1  1 

149 

183’, 

.38', 

66 

84 

1*1  aw. i 

1900 

44': 

9Tr 

ixr, 

89  ' 

115 

131 

Secies . 

*EL 

Jnl 

Od 

Apr 

Jnl 

Od 

BAT  Ind  500 

TT 

55’. 

65 

*»? 

XT, 

30 

1-546) 

550 

14’, 

32 

17*: 

n 

4Pi 

56 

Vodafone 

280 

25'. 

34'. 

41 

4S 

II', 

Io 

■W 

I3’r 

Z3‘i 

XT: 

12’: 

20 

25 

ScricaMay  .4—  NnvMay  Aug  Nov 


G rod  Mel  _ 

4*0 

28',  381.  46 

nr. 

18 

22 

C472'il 

500 

10  |9  Zt‘. 

32 

42 

-O'- 

Ladbroke — HQ 

16’,  22  hr. 

6 

81, 

II'. 

f-232'd 

240 

T,  12,  16". 

IS', 

ISS 

22 

UidBlse 

2«T 

W.  IT.  225. 

IS 

16 

ii 

P24fl 

2*0 

4 10  IS 

27 

29 

33*. 

March  a iwTot  54420 CalfcJfcSS 
Put  24762  FIXE  Cult  1 1345  Pot  MSS? 
•UndeTijJog  ireorily  price. 


Calls  Pus 
Scrim  Apr  Jnl  0(1  Apr  Jid  Oa 

BAA SOI  44  55  60  l'i  V:  12', 

1*53*,)  550  I2'i  24  30':  IK  30  34 

Thames  w.  650  4*  **■.  71  10  31V  H 

CM7V1  7W  I"  42  4S  28'.  57'.  STO: 

SeriesMay  A Bg  NovMay  Ang  Nov 


BTR _ - 240 

l-ZV*1 1 50 

HrAen* — 1300 
riJ46>d  l)5D 
Bl  lefcm  _ 4» 
IMJIM  4W 

Cad  bun  _ 500 
r538',J  S50 

Cuioikss..  4(a) 
IMTtt  SOD 

GEC W 

C3851  Ml 

Hanson 2W 

rf4.i  3® 

LASMO 2(0 

C24 I J 260 

luoaVaritj  SB 
1*31(8  Z3J 

PlUdngui — 140 
PI45M  160 

Prudential . 550 
TSM'.I  MB 

Bed  land. — 3m 
l‘J64J 

R-Ruyre  — 240 
ran  a»» 

Tesoa — 330 

|-33*H->  3MJ 

Williams—  330 
(unq)  360 


22  27V  JC 
10  17  21', 

81  I IT.  I3S 
54  87  108'. 

2b  M MV 
S 16V  14 
40'.  51  57': 
15.  25  33 

2S'i  34  JTi 
B 16*.  21'. 
M:  41  -44'. 
IS*.  2J‘.  28V 
2B  34  37*. 

16  22  26 

15  225  Zb 

7 14',  18 

17  23  26'. 

7 14  17 

12  13  — 

3'i  4V  - 

4l'i  54',  631. 

16  30  ?* 

21  26  J4V 

8',  14  23 

a 21  is 
12  I ■>  25 

19V  28  JIV 
A 13':  IJf. 


7 <*',  13 

I S',  19  ZP: 
26  43*.  SS', 
51  66V  78 

9 21  25 

Jl  47  so- 
il 15  IB 
32',  42-, 

14',  20’:  221. 
40  44  45 

5 ll  W. 
I5‘,  25  281: 

6 7',  1 1 

14  15*:  19*, 

M I3L.  I6>. 

23*,  2S'j  28 

6 12', 

1A  I»  23'. 
J1,  0 - 

IS',  20V  - 
13'.  II  28', 
38',  47  54 

10  Mr  10 
40  44  48': 

RV  125  IS 
!R  225  24'." 
II',  lb  20 
30  33'a  37 


FTSE  INDEX  pOJbl 

42SU  4300  41S3  4400  4450  4SU 


Calls 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Dec 

Pats 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Dec 


Calls  Pan 
Scries  Apr  Jot  Oa  Apr  J(d  Oa 


MftyNai—  750  28’.  53*.  «6V  18  15’:  44’. 

1*776)  M»  8'.  31V  44  51  64  72 

And  rad 140  - — — - — — 

lunq)  IW  - - — — — — 

Barclays-.  1103  39  73’:  W.  22’;  39*.  J7'. 

PI  HOI  1150  1?:  48\  p5\-  SI  » SI 

NallPwr SOI  » » mi!  J 

1*504)  550  J1:  |9  |85  475  hSV  M 

Series  Apr  Jnl  00  Apr  Jnl  Oa 


GtunW._  WOO  58  TO.,  qj*.  17  30  46 

PI 04 7)  ion  26",  52  685  -»  53  tfif. 

HSBC 1 500103  :145':  172  ST,  52  75 

riS95*.l  I HU  JO  9J51I9  65  98  1215 

Reuler 603  SO1.  685  765  9 17  23 

1*64651  cdO  19  415  49*  29  385  44  5 

Roval  S Son -ted  16  45  S3*  6'.  15*.  215 

I *404 '4  sou  10  24*.  33  265  3S5  41 

Series  May  Asp  IS'ov.Wsy  Ang  Nov 

Blue  Clrc._  W B 42  47  9 135  18'. 

r4l8'.l  430  15*.  25  31  22’.  27  325 

Series  May  Ang  Nov  May  Amt  Nov 
KJngJIshr...  690  43  SS*.  65'.  15  2)*:  ttr 

PMl'J  700  16V  XT,  4(7.  42*.  4*1  55’. 

Series  Mar  Jon  Mar  Jon 


BrGaa 230  19 

1*2)81  240  5 

Scries  Mar 


24  - V; 
125  — A 

Jon  Sep  Mar 


Dixons 5UJ  <0 

P5271  550  3 

EMIGiraip  1150  » 
1*1)725)  13W  12*. 

Tarmac 1®  5 

PIUS  1 10  I 

HUIsdu-n 180  13 

rul’d  2®  1 

ion  160 i«,  8*. 

PI475J  ltd  or, 
Sean V - 


«V  56V  2 
225  315  29 
79  ID?  10* 

54  77  155 

8 II  I 

4 7 7 

16  17  05 

55  TV  9 

14  175  I 

5 9 13 


146 

99 

9*: 

30 

11 

3 

(unq) 

100 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

IW. 

130 

97 

66 

41'. 

24'.- 

Ttiom  EMI 

1500 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

191 ’| 

ISS 

123 

93 

69 

49 

lunq) 

1600 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

2IH 

186 

152 

I20>. 

96 

71 

Tomidiu. 

2W1 

F: 

IV 

25'. 

J IV, 

17 

301V 

241 

191’. 

r3«P.l 

XJU 

1 

II 

16 

IP.  21V 

27’ 

LMds  TSB 

500 

*>■: 

47 

ST 

2 14V 

21ft 

Vi 

16 

29'. 

SI 

*4’. 

127V 

1-523’:  1 

550 

2 

21* 

32 

a w 

*& 

2V, 

45V 

or. 

»’, 

lid 

144 

s«n  pwr— 

360 

OS 

23'. 

2V: 

y,  u 

20 

5tf. 

W 

ter. 

I07S 

13T, 

In?, 

PWJ 

W 

O'. 

ll 

lb 

24'.-  29 

38 

TV, 

88 

I04-. 

124’: 

isr, 

177 

Llnile»rr„ 

1500  6Pi 

K 

111 

y , 30 

43’. 

153 

IW, 

241V 

PI562V) 

Hon 

Uf: 

41 

Vr, 

4 X.  vr, 

•>4 

ruling  out  the  possibility  of  a 
merger  at  same  stage  between 
Commercial  Union,  7p  stron- 
ger at  738p,  and  General 
Accident,  3b  p better  at  857b  p. 

Shares  of  Mosaic  Invest- 
ments were  suspended  at 
51  bp  after  it  ennfinned  that  it 
was  in  talks  to  acquire  Bolton 
Wanderers,  the  football  club. 
The  deal  could  be  worth  E25 
million.  David  Williams, 
chairman  of  Mosaic,  said 
talks  were  at  an  early  stage. 

Talk  of  a profits 
downgrading  by  SBC  War- 
burg. the  broker,  left  Azlan 
Group  nursing  a loss  of  34p  at 
590p.  Warburg  is  said  to  be 
worried  by  the  impact  of  the 
strong  pound  on  the  computer 
software  group’s  prospects. 

A profits  warning  also  left 
Radius  Up  off  at  50b  p.  The 
computer  systems  group  said 
there  would  be  a 10  per  cent 
shortfall  in  profits  in  19%  after 
one  of  its  key  customers  in  the 
US  filed  for  bankruptcy. 

MAID  held  on  to  a 2b  p rise 
at  I75p  in  spite  of  reports  that 
Reuters,  was  renegotiating 
with  purchasers  of  its  infor- 
mation supply,  which  could 
lead  to  an  increase  in  costs. 
The  MAID  share  price  was  hit 
by  another  bear  raid  earlier 
this  week.  Reuters,  which  is 
believed  to  be  on  the  lookout 
for  acquisitions,  finished  3p 
dearer  at  647p. 

It  was  the  first  day  of  trading 
for  Girovend  Cashless  Sys- 
tems after  a placing  by  Collins 
Stewart,  the  broker,  at  160p. 
After  opening  at  176bp.  the 
price  dosed  at  its  best  of  the 
day  at  182b p.  Almost  a million 
shares  changed  hands. 

□ GILT-EDGED:  A sell-off 
in  German  bunds  dragged 
prices  lower  in  London  to* 
wards  the  close.  But  the  falls 
in  London  were  restricted  by 
good  news  on  the  inflation 
front,  with  the  latest  CBI 
Distributive  Trades  Survey 
showing  a slowdown  in  sales 
growth  in  the  year  to 
February. 

In  the  futures  pit  the  June 
series  of  the  long  gilt  finished 
EMe  lower  at  £lll,332  in 
modes  [trading  that  saw  just 
55,000  contracts  completed. 

Treasury  8 per  cent  2015 
gained  1 32  at  £105,  while  at  the 
shorter  end.  Treasury  8 per 
cent  2000  was  up  1 1 6 to  ElO^*. 

□ NEW  YORK:  The  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  was 
higher  in  early  trading,  but 
investors  remained  tentative 
ahead  of  the  release  of  employ- 
ment data.  At  midday,  the 
index  was  up  35.02  points  to 
6.980.87. 


1MA30R4ND1CES 


New  York  (midday): 

Dow  Jones  <*<9087  (*35XJ2) 

SAP  Com  pestle HE.65  t+Ofifil 

Tokyo: 

NUtftei  Average 18041 J3  (-23Z.I8J 

Hong  Kong: 

Hang  Seng 1 54!t>Jb  l*5JbOJ 

Amsterdam: 

EOE  Index 


Sydney: 
ao 

Frankfurt: 

dax 


Singapore 

subib 


Brussels: 

General 

Paris 

CAC-W 


764.6?  (-9.44I 


2447.4  (-14.4) 


3417.60  (+5i6IJ 


..  2189-60  (-2.93) 


12203*5  (*114.31} 


2698.92  (*32.73) 


Zurich: 

SKA  Gen  . 


960.90  waics 


London: 

FT  30 

FT  100 

FT5E  MW  250  . 
FTSE  350 


2911JM9X8 

4399J  1*39-3 

470?  J (4-28.9) 

2174.6  (*!&.)} 


FTSE  Eure  track  lOO  — 21«WJ5  (*3242} 

FT  Aft-Share 214525  (*16.93) 

FT  NOTI  Financial* 2 19|  Jo  {*17.11) 

FTHjOfd  interest 11935  1-0.42) 

FT  Govt  Secs 95-55  (*0.12) 

Bargains — 5W47 


5EAQ  Volume .... 

USS 

German  Marts  .- 


885.7m 


1.6114  1*00014) 


--  2.7W2  (*00135) 

Exchange  Index 98.4  {*031 

Bank  of  England  official  close  (4pm) 

fcECU 1.4158 

£SDR 1.171  f 

RPI  154.4  J&n  £.8%)  Jan  (987=100 

RPIX 153.9  Jjn  [3.I%J  Jan  1987=100 


RECENT  ISSUES 


Anglo-Welsh 

1064 

Aonech 

136': 

C&B  publishing 

175 

Calldore  Warrants 

1 

Centrica  (751:) 

64', 

Core  Croup 

333'i 

+ 

8': 

Ener^  Croup  (525) 

528': 

+ 

4'.- 

Girovend  Csh  sys 

182'.- 

. . 

Howie 

30': 

. . 

infobank  (ml 

155 

♦ 

6 

Nord  Anglo  Eductn 

165'.- 

. 

. . 

Psd  Group 

28b1.- 

. . 

screen 

6 

■+ 

TR  Euro  Gwih  wns 

59 

I1: 

Tea  Plantations  inv 

102 

Technoplast 

108 

♦ 

2 

VFG 

41% 

.. 

MAJGftiCHANGES 


RISES: 

Bibby  (J)  181':p(-i-53p) 

Haie 130'.’p(-s-15'^)) 

Arjo  Wiggins 185'rp  C-r  15’cp) 

MowtemlJ) 13Sp  (-10pl 

Sentry  Farm 152’jp(-!-10p) 

Rolls-Royce  255pl+16p) 

RPS Group 202'rp  (*-11pl 

CPL  Aromas 219p  {-til  Vpj 

Cam  Energy 574':p  (+28p) 

Ladbroke  236p(+11pi 

Hanson X1p(+14pi 

CaletAHen 417‘^>(-*17,^» 

Securicor  330’.-p  (-13  cpi 

DCS  Group 300'^  f-*-T2p) 

Osborne  S UtBe 825p  {-*-2r;p) 

Hghland  DisU  361p(4-12p) 

Ctwosoence 394p  1+12’ip) 

Legal  & Gen 40B';p  (+12  ^)) 

Fly^ig  FV/Ufs  280p  (*-8’:pj 

Waste  Mgtlntl 2S7p('*-7p) 

EMAP  766' Tp  (-21 -tp) 

Capita  Group 6S5’rp(+16p) 

Close  Bros 420p  (v-IO’.-p) 

BAT 549pM8p) 

FALLS: 

Radius 50!-pi-11p) 

Englisb  Nat  200p  (-23p) 

Aztan  590p  (-34p) 

DankaBsSys  642’jp  (-17*ip) 

FI  Group  561’:p(-14':p) 

Lex  Service  351 ’5p  (-8'.-pi 

Critctiley  690p(-15p) 

Royal  & Sun 494p  (-9'rp) 
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tONbd^FlNANcaALFUTlffiEa 


Long  Gill 

Previous  open  Uiiaec  Jfiifc 56 

German  Govt  Bond  (Bund) 
Previous  open  Inrcnsr.  242558 

Italian  Govt  Bond  (BTP) 
Previous  open  inirresf  953S2 

Japanese  Govt  Bond  (JGB) 
Three  Mlh  Sieriing 

Previous  open  Intense  521575 

Three  Mlh  Euromark 

Previous  open  Interest  1250658 

Three  Mlh  Eurolira 
Previous  open  Interest : 286<*75 

Three  Mlh  Euroyen 

Three  Mth  Euroswiss 
Previous  open  Interest  11 1320 

Three  Mlh  ECU 
Previous  open  Interest  347 ll 

FTSE  100 

Pnrriinii  open  Interest  71816 


MONEY  RATES  (%) 


Base  Rates:  clearing  Banks  6 Finance  Hse  b1! 

Dhxtmat  Marius  Loans  O/nlght  high:  6'.-  Lew  5"»  Week  axcU:  o 

Treasmy  Bills  (Dis):Buy  2 mlh  5". ; 3 mih  b"n . Sell.  2 mth  5‘. : .1  mlh:  5'. . 


I mth 

Prime  Bank  Bilk  (Dts): 

Sterling  Monty  Rales: 
lateriranlc 

Overnight:  open  5,,m  dose  6 

Local  Authority  Deps: 

Smi/ng  CDe 
Dollar  CDs 
BaBding  Society  CDs: 


2 mlh 


3 mlh 


6 mth 


12  mth 


’’.-S'. 

p-5”» 

6,«-5*'ii 

h*u-6,v 

6'*-b 

b\~0'. 

6'Wu 

6'lu-6H..- 

ft'w* 

ft’rb1. 

o’vrtj’. 

b"e-P’« 

trV#>"., 

5”».- 

nfa 

V. 

6"i» 

tfu 

6*u-6 

b'e6'e 

6’rb’., 

b-o-*-".. 

5J5 

n/a 

5.44 

5*0 

S.90 

bS-tJu 

b‘*e6'» 

O'e-ttu 

6’^b’u 

EUROPEAN  MONEY  DEPOSITS  (%) 


Currency 

7 day 

1 mlh 

3 mth 

6 oitb 

Can 

Dollar. 

SV4"u. 

^..-SV 

SV-S'i. 

5“.1-‘V 

Sri 

Dcuisdiemartu 

3Sr2!. 

3V3'» 

3V3V 

3V3'. 

3V’. 

Frcn  eh  Franc 

3V3 

3 ’w-3’. 

T-r3V. 

3V.1V 

3*m2*. 

Swiss  Franc 

IVIft 

IV1”. 

I>1'. 

I"— 

2VIV 

Yen: 

Vn 

,*,l8 

’rr'm 

V'“ 

l-par 

GOLD/PRECIOUS  METALS  (Baird  & Co) 


BaUiore  Open  S3520D-35230  Close:  S3 5^00-35230  H igk  S3S3.45-353.95 
Lave  S3S 1 .05-35 1 J5  AM:  5352  IS  PM:  *353. 10 

Krugerrand:  *35IJ» 354X0  rE2l8XO230iX)) 

Pbthnun:  S3S2.Ul  (L236.7D)  SBmr  S5.I9  it 33 1 5)  PaUadinm:  $1 4e30  (£90751 


STERLING  SPOT  AND  FORWARD  RATES 


TEMPUS 


Humble  pie  on  the  table 


A CHASTENED  Cookson  Group  managed 
to  sound  almost,  but  not  quite,  humble 
yesterday.  The  profits  downturn,  which  will 
leave  the  bosses  bereft  of  bonuses,  was 
described  as  a “pause  in  the  progress  towards 
the  goal  of  superior  performance”. 

Fast-moving  industries,  like  computers, 
have  a nasty  habit  of  getting  demand  and 
supply  out  of  sync  and  Cookson’s  electronic 
materials  business  took  a hammering 
the  slowdown  in  demand  for  circuit  boards- 
Nevertheless,  the  company  cannot  be  blamed 
for  targeting  a growth  sector  and  has  acted 
quickly  to  get  its  own  stock  management 
under  control.  In  the  circumstances,  a rash 
inflow  of  £92  million  in  the  second  half  is  a 
significant  achievement. 

Another  healthy  sign  is  Cookson "5  frank 
discussion  of  target  returns.  With  a pre-tax 


cost  of  capital  in  the  region  of  l6£jr ^ 
current  average  return  on  capital  of  L-4JOT 
^ Cookson  is  destroying,  not  crearmg. 
value  for  shareholders. 

encouraged  to  put  their  backs  utto  achieving 
target  returns  but.  dearly.  Cookson  needsto 
achieve  20  per  cent  returns  from  ns  best 
businesses  if  it  is  to  beat  the  target  oweraU. 

That  is  not  an  impossible  goal:  with  order 
books  growing  in  the  computer  industry, 
electronic  materials  should  quickly  achieve 
better  returns  but  ceramics  wifi  find  the  gomg 
»OUEh  Of  course.  Cookson  could  make  its  task 
easier  if  its  cost  of  capital  were  cheaper. 
Hating  shown  itself  adept  at  squeezing  cash 
out  of  the  business.  Cookson  could  increase 
searing  — currently  only  35  per  cent  with 
lower  cost  debt  Thai  could  make  more  cash 
available  for  dividends  and  boost  returns. 


Glaxo  Wellcome 

THIS  is  a watershed  year  for 
Glaxo  Wellcome,  fn  July, 
Zantac  the  blockbuster  ulcer 
treatment  that  once  account- 
ed for  half  of  the  company's 
sales,  loses  its  American 
patent.  At  that  point,  all  hell 
will  break  lose.  Generic  com- 
petition could  wipe  the  drug 
off  the  pharmaceuticals  map. 
flattening  Giaxo’s  growth. 

In  theory,  anyway.  The 
reality  is  somewhat  less 
grim.  Zantac  while  still 
Glaxo's  bestseller,  accounted 
for  only  23  per  cent  of  sales  in 
1996,  of  which  slightly  more 
than  half  were  made  in  the 
US.  The  roost  pessimistic 
outlook  secs  generic  compe- 
tition eliminating  SO  percent 
of  Zantac's  US  sales,  a sce- 
nario that  appears  to  be  fully 
reflected  in  the  share  price. 
Glaxo,  however,  would  be 
crucified  if  it  took  anything 
but  a highly  conservative 


stance.  A vigorous  market- 
ing campaign  combined 
with  an  effort  to  ramp  up 
sales  of  tiie  product  in  over- 
the-counter  form  could  trim 
the  decline  to  60  per  cent  or 
so.  Zantac,  meanwhile,  is  far 
from  dead  outside  of  the  US. 

The  risk,  of  course,  is  that 
sales  of  new  products  will  be 
insufficient  to  offset  the  de- 
cline of  Zantac  Glaxo  has 


dozens  of  new  products,  no- 
tably asthma  drugs,  in  the 
pipeline,  but  they  will  have 
little  impact  on  group  sales 
until  late  next  year.  By  1999, 
their  momentum  should  re- 
turn Glaxo  to  double-digit 
growth.  Having  under- 
performed the  sector,  Glaxo 
shares  have  little  downside 
risk  and  could  offer  a pleas- 
ant suprise. 


NO  CAUSE  FOR  AN  ULCER 


FTA  Pharmaceuticals  ] 
Index  (refused) 
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Ladbroke 

A YEAR  ago  the  bookmaking 
industry  seemed  to  be  in 
terminal  decline.  While  the 
lottery-  stole  custom,  the 
bookies  struggled  io  rid 
themselves  of  their  fags  and 
beer  image.  Betting  shop 
owners  cried  foul  and  were 
rewarded  with  a series  of 
deregulation  measures.  Yes- 
terday, Ladbroke  demon- 
strated that  the  reforms  could 
work  lo  its  advantage.  Nor 
only  did  the  core  punrers 
return  to  the  fold,  but  mod- 
em shops  and  new  games 
have  captured  new  money. 
As  Ladbroke  gleefully  point- 
ed out  yesterday,  the  boor  is 
now  on  the  other  fool  with 
Camelor  carping  about  un- 
fair competition  from  the 
bookies'  fixed-odds  lotteries. 

The  revival  in  bening  has  a 
twin  effect:  the  company's 
return  to  growth  is  ensured, 
but  it  also  makes  Ladbroke  a 
distinctly  more  attractive 
takeover  target  for  hotel 
groups  with  rheir  sights  on 
the  Hilton  brand.  ' Hilton 


Hotels  Corporation,  which 
owns  the  US  pan  of  the 
chain,  may  well  use  its  option 
to  increase  its  stake  up  to  25 
per  cent  to  shore  up  the 
company.  But  with  uplift 
potential  from  the  alliance  of 
the  two  companies.  Ladbroke 
looks  a good  punt 

Airbus 

AIRBUS  has  made  its  stron- 
gest case  yet  for  building 
“super] umbos”,  aircraft  capa- 
ble of  carrying  more  than  500 
people.  Executives  in  Tou- 
louse were  clearly  miffed  by 
Boeing’s  announcement  last 
December  that  there  was  no 
market  for  such  aircraft.  The 
Airbus  view  is  that  airlines 
spumed  Boeing's  offer  of  a 
stretched  747  because  they 
wanted  a new  aircraft  rather 
than  a jumbo  with  a loft  exten- 
sion. Who  would  provide  such 
an  aircraft?  Why,  only  Airbus. 
Boeing's  competitor,  planned 
a new  aircraft,  and  Boeing  is 
acting  as  spoiler  by  pronoun- 
cing the  market  non-existenL 
So  much  for  the  dog  fighL 


Airbus  still  has  to  satisfy  both 
banks  and  customers  that 
their  superjumbo  makes  fi- 
nancial sense.  Is  there  a real 
demand  for  it?  Airbus  reck- 
ons there  is  and  points  to  fig- 
ures  suggesting  that  air 
travel  will  treble  over  the  next 
20  years  with  strong  growth 
in  flights  to  Asia  and  within 
the  Asia-Pacific  region.  These 
require  ever  larger  aircraft 
because  of  the  scarcity  of  run- 
way space.  Furthermore,  19 
airlines  are  said  to  have  ex- 
pressed strong  interest  in  the 
supeijumbo.  including  Uni- 
ted Airlines  which  is  already 
flying  two  747s  within  15  min- 
utes of  each  other  on  the  Los 
Angeles  to  Tokyo  route  in 
order  to  satisfy  demand  for 
seats. 

If  Airbus  is  right,  the 
supeijumbo  would  be  a big 
boost  for  British  industry. 
Not  only  would  British  Aero- 
space win  a substantial  share 
of  the  work,  but  Rolls-Royce 
is  also  poised  to  supply  the . 
engines. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortvshed 
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light  dawns  at 
SunAlliance 

WELCOME  to  the  20th 

century,  RoyaJ  & Sun- 
Alhance.  In  a bid  to  inform 
the  public  and  insurance 
brokers  of  its  new  identity, 
the  insurance  group  has 
dug  deep  into  its  pockets, 
picking  up.  a thing  or  two 
about  popular  culture 
along  the  way. 

Talking  at  yesterday’s 
results  meeting.  Richard 
Gamble.  RSA’s  pin-striped 
group  chief  executive, 
made  it  dear  he  believed 
the  group’s  costly  new 
advertising  campaign,  fea- 
turing a host  of  showbiz 
celebrities,  was  well  worth 
the  money. 

“Everyone  here  now 
knows  who  Mystic  Meg  is. 
including  Roger  Taylor 
and  1,  who  were  a"  bit 
confused  in  the  early 
days."  he  admitted. 

TO  celebrate  the  new  mil- 
lennium and  its  150th 
anniversary  in  one  fell 
swoop . Price  Waterhouse 
is  having  a party.  Word 
has  it  the  beancounters 
have  put  down  a deposit  of 
around  £300.000  for 
champagne  to  mature  in 
1999.  Who  says  accoun- 
tants are  boring? 

Welcome  return 

SIR  Colin  Comess  is  re- 
turning to  his  roots.  The 
chairman  of  Glaxo  Well- 
come was  yesterday  ap- 
pointed a non-executive 
director  of  Taylor  Wood1 
row.  Sir  Colin,  who  cut  his 
teeth  at  the  construction 
group  in  1954.  left  ten  years 
later  to  pursue  his  career  at 
Rediand.  As  the  first  Cam- 
bridge graduate  to  be  tak- 
en on  at  Taylor  Woodrow 
be  started  on  a salary  of 
£500  a year-  *How  isreyou. 
cock?  Before  you  start,  as 
far  as  I’m  concerned,  you 
don’t  know  nothing."  was 
the  greeting  from  Tom 
Reeves,  his  first  boss.  Sir 
Colin  modestly  tells  me 
“He  was  quite  right  of 
course.  So  I immediately 
set  out  to  remedy  this.” 


“Give  up  the  horses 
— put  a few  bob 
on  Ladbroke” 

Chairman  Maij 

MARJORIE  “the  motiva- 
tor" Scardino  is  making 
waves  ar  Pearson.  Nothing 
as  dated  as  shoulder  pads 
for  the  feisty  Texan.  The 
first  and  so  far  only  female 

chief  executive  of  a FI^SE 
100  company  charges  into 
work  wearing  a baseball 
cap  and  sneakers.  A source 
at  a recent  blade  tie  dinner 
described  Scardino’s  mili- 
tary trouser  suit  as  “dis- 
tinctly Chairman  Mao 
style".  Makes  a change 
from  the  leg-of-mutton 
sleeves. 


Irish  group  for 
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new  hazard  as- 
th  organising  a 
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a large  portion 
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ECONOMIC  VIEW 


ANATOLE  KALETSKY 


Lilley  is  going  the  right  way  but 
he  has  failed  to  grasp  the  nettle 


Privatising 


pensions  is 


PUBLIC  PENSION  LIABILITIES* 


an  excellent 


•Net  present  value  of  future  state  pension  benefits  minus  contributions 
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implemented 


Things  that  seem  too 
good  to  be  true  usual- 
ly are.  This  principle 
should  be  Dome  in 
mind  in  response  to  the  sud- 
den news  that  Peter  Lilley  has 
discovered  a way  of  priva- 
tising Britain's  state  pension 
system  that  will  leave  every- 
one better  off  and  impose  no 
perceptible  losses  on  anyone  at 
all.  In  saying  this  I do  nor  wish 
to  suggest  that  privatising 
pensions  is  a “bad  thing".  On 
the  contrary  it  is.  in  principle, 
an  excellent  idea,  reflecting  the 
fact  that  government  in  a 
prosperous  modem  economy 
should  be  in  the  business  of 
providing  public  goods  and 
services  that  affect  society  as  a 
whole,  or  which,  by  their 
nature,  cannot  be  adequately 
or  efficiently  secured  by 
individuals. 

Examples  of  such  legitimate 
and  essential  state  activity 
include  the  redistribution  of 
income  and  wealth  through 
the  tax  system,  provision  of 
education,  health  and  public 
order,  support  for  the  poor, 
subsidising  culture,  arts  and 
scientific  research,  and  insur- 
ing workers  against 
Unemployment- 
Paying  for  the  perfectly  pre- 
dictable and  easily  financeable 
exigencies  of  retirement  and 
old  age  has  few  of  the  social 
characteristics  of  such  useful 
state  activity.  Thus  the  pen- 
sions business  is  not  an  appro- 
priate place  for  the  Stale, 
except  to  the  limited  extent  of 
providing  a.modest  safety  net 
for  those  elderly  people  who 
were  too  poor,  too  unlucky  or 
loo  improvident  during  their 
working  lifetimes  to  save  up 
for  their  own  retirement 
These  categories  were  very 
large  in  1945  when  the  Labour 
Government  introduced  the 
state  pension.  But  the  50  post- 
war years  of  rapid  economic 
growth  changed  all  this.  Most 
workers  now  earn  enough  to 
put  away  reasonable  sums  to 
provide  for  their  own  retire- 
ment By  the  time  they  retire 
they  can  hope,  if  they  act 
sensibly,  to  accumulate  sub- 
stantial savings,  both  in  tire 
form  of  financial  assets  and  as 
equity  in  the  housing  market 
Because  of  the  rapid  increase 
in  real  earnings  since  the 
1940s  for  workers  and  pen- 
sioners, most  of  the  victims  of 
poverty  are  no  longer  pension- 
ers but  the  children  of  single 
parents  and  the  unemployed. 

For  these  reasons  arid  many 
others,  it  is  absolutely  right 


PRIVATE  PENSION  FUNDS 


"Including  assets  of  life  insurance  pension  plans 
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that  the  Stale  should  gradual- 
ly withdraw  from  its  tempo- 
rary post-war  role  as  a 
pensions  paymaster  for  all 
and  become  instead  a provider 
of  last  restort  for  the  poor,  the 
unlucky  and  the  improvident. 

Why  then  do  I object  to  Mr 
Lilley*s  proposals?  Because 
Mr  Lilley.  influenced  no  doubt 
by  electoral  timing,  is  trying  to 
sell  his  plan  on  a false  prospec- 
tus. By  pretending  that  pen- 
sions can  be  reformed  in  a way 
that  involves  no  sacrifices  or 
concessions  he  is  seriously 
misleading  the  public  and 
diverting  attention  away  from 
big  economic  and  political 
choices  that  have  to  be  made  in 
the  next  few  years,  to  largely 
illusory  “structural”  problems 
in  the  never-never  land  of  the 
late  2lst  century. 

The  illusory  nature  of  the 
“demographic  timebomb"  Mr 
lilley  is  so  bravely  offering  to 
defuse  is  illustrate]  in  the  top 
chart,  which  shows  the  Inter- 
national Monetary  Fund’s  es- 
timate of  the  extent  to  which 
the  pension  benefits  promised 
over  the  next  60  years  by  the 
governments  of  G7  countries 
exceed  the  payroll  taxes  they 
have  arranged  to  collect. 
Clearly  a demographic  time- 
bomb does  threaten  Germany. 
France,  Italy  and  Japan.  But 
the  fact  is  that  Britain  does  not 
face  any  serious  long-term 


problem  in  paying  the  present 
state  pensions  and  upranng 
them  in  line  with  inflation. 
This  is  largely  because  of  the 
cuts  already  made  since  1980 
in  stare  pension  entitlements. 

What  then  are  the  real 
issues  to  be  addressed  in  a 
serious  pension  reform?  I 
would  suggesT  the  following: 
□ After  the  cuts  of  the  1980s. 
the  present  basic  state  pension 
is  scarcely  adequate  for  digni- 
fied survival,  and  its  value  will 
continue  to  fall  drastically  in 
relation  to  average  earnings. 
The  present  generation  will  be 


condemned  to  near-poverty 
unless  they  make  private  pro- 
visions for  retirement  yet  only 
half  the  workforce  is  covered 
by  occupational  pension 
schemes.  Something  needs  to 
be  done  — and  done  urgently 
— to  ensure  that  people  who 
are  now  in  their  30s  and  40s 
save  more  for  retirement  in- 
stead of  relying  on  the  state 
pension  system.  But  Mr 
liliey's  scheme  ignores  tiiis 
problem  and  could'  make  mat- 
ters worse  by  creating  the 
illusion  that  the  long-term 
problem  of  inadequate  state 


Peter  Lilley  explaining  how  his  plan  would  work 


pensions  has  now  been  “dealt 
with". 

□ The  state  pension,  even 
despite  its  miserly  level,  still 
absorbs  too  high  a proportion 
of  public  spending  and  nat- 
ional income.  The  £30  billion 
now  spent  on  the  basic  state 
pension  crowds  out  spending 
on  essential  public  services 
such  as  health,  education  and 
helping  the  poor.  This  pres- 
sure on  public  spending  will 
intensify  in  the  years  ahead. 

At  the  same  time  the  subsi- 
dies and  tax  exemptions  of- 
fered to  private  pensions  drain 
a further  £11  billion  a year 
from  the  Exchequer.  The  ques- 
tion of  whether  a universal 
state  pension,  and  pension 
subsidies  payable  to  rich  and 
poor  alike,  are  a higher  priori- 
ty than  a universal  health  and 
education  system  needs  to  be 
addressed  now.  Waiting  until 
2050  is  not  good  enough. 

Again  Mr  Lilley  has  made 
things  worse  by’  giving  the 
impression  that  he  has 
grasped  this  nettle  when  all  he 
has  done  is  to  defer  a resolu- 
tion of  the  conflict  between 
pensions  and  public  services 
for  50  years  — a long  time  to 
wait  for  decent  health  and 
education.  Indeed,  the  Lilley 
plan  would  actually  add  to 
public  spending  pressures  by 
raising  total  public  spending 
to  the  tune  of  E7  billion  {in 


today’s  money)  for  a "tempo- 
rary" period  that  could  last  for 
10  years  or  more. 

□ The  most  fundamental 
question  of  all  is  how  the  cost 
of  pensions  is  to  be  shared 
between  the  generations. 
UndeT  the  present  state  sys- 
tem. the  workers  of  today  pay 
for  their  parents'  pensions 
through  the  tax  system.  In  a 
privately  funded  scheme, 
workers  provide  for  their  own 
pensions  by  buying  assets. 
Funding  is  clearly  the  better 
approach.  It  means  that  pen- 
sions are  guaranteed  by  prop- 
erty ownership,  not  by 
political  promises.  And  it  al- 
lows a country  with  a shrink- 
ing population  to  invest 
overseas  and  thereby  rely  on 
the  labour  of  young  workers 
abroad  to  help  to  support  its 
retiring  generation.  The  trou- 
ble is  that  switching  from  one 
sy  stem  to  the  other  means  that 
some  people  pay  twice  — for 
their  own  future  pensions  and 
for  the  current  pensions  of 
those  who  are  now  retired. 
This  is  another  insuperable 
problem  that  Mr  lilley  has 
pretended  to  solve  but  has 
actually  dodged. 

Under  his  scheme  the  work- 
ers of  the  21st  century  would 
pay  twice  over  but  Mr  Lilley 
hopes  they  would  not  notice  — 
for  two  reasons.  First,  our 
children's  double  payments 
would  be  rapidly  shrinking 
because  of  the  vanishing  value 
of  the  stale  pension  due  to  be 
paid  to  those  of  us  who  will 
retire  in  the  next  50  years. 
Secondly,  a part  of  the  double 
payment  will  be  levied  from 
our  children  through  the  tax 
system  instead  of  the  National 
Insurance  system.  This  is  the 
real  significance  of  the  £7 
billion  temporary  funding  gap 
that  Mr  Lilley  has  admitted  to. 


Ti 


| here  is  nothing  im- 
moral about  making 
our  children  pay 
twice  over  for  pen 
sions.  nor  is  there  anything 
wrong  in  principle  with  reduc- 
ing almost  to  vanishing  point 
the  state  pension  far  today's 
workers.  What  is  objectionable 
is  to  do  this  by  sleight  of  hand. 
Fhr  better  to  persuade  or  force 
people  to  save  more  for  their 
old  age  without  excessive  subsi- 
dies and  tax  breaks.  And  far 
better  to  admit  that  any  change 
can  only  be  achieved  by  mak- 
ing our  children  pay  twice  over 
for  pensions. 

After  all.  we  workers  of  the 
present  generation  are  also 
paying  for  pensions  our  par- 
ents never  “earned"  in  the 
strict  financial  sense.  The  pre- 
war generation  who  retired  in 
the  1960s,  1970s  and  1980s  took 
far  more  out  of  the  generous 
post-war  pension  systems 
than  they  ever  put  in. 

Now  we  and  our  children 
have,  in  a sense,  to  pay  for  our 
parents’  unearned  pensions. 
But  after  what  they  suffered  to 
bequeath  us  a free  and  pros- 
perous world,  who  can  be- 
grudge them  that? 


Life  companies  are  seeking  market  listings  Down  Under,  Rachel  Bridge  reports 

Australians  shed  mutuality  the  British  way 


Just  as  Britain  exported  the 
concept  of  privatisation 
around  the  globe;  the 
country  is  now  leading  the 
way  with  demutualisation, 
with  mutual  organisations  fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of 
organisations  such  as  the  Ab- 
bey National  and  the  Halifax 
Building  Society  in  seeking 
stock  market  listings. 

Nowhere  is  this  being  pur- 
sued with  greater  vigour  than 
m Australia.  Demutualisation 
has  suddenly  become  the  big- 
gest.game  Down  Under. 

All  three  of  Australia’s  giant 
mutual  life  offices  have  now 
set  their  cap  at  demutualisa- 
tion. followed  by  a stock 
market  listing.  National  Mu- 
tual started  the  ball  rolling 
with  its  A$3  billion  (about  El -5 
billion)  stock  market  listing  in 
October  and  Colonial  Mutual 

life  and  AMP  are  preparing  to 
take  the  plunge.  AMP's  move 
coincides  with  its  £2  billion  bid 
for  Scottish  Amicable,  in  com- 
petition with  Prudential  and 
Abbey  National. 

David  Trade,  of  First  Pacific 
stockbrokers  in  Sydney,  says 
that  demuiualLsation  of  the 
three  will  have  a dramatic 
impact  on  how  the  insurance 
sector  develops  in  Austraha. 
“Demutualisation  will  make  a 
big  difference  in  terms  of  what 
the  life  assurance  companies 
cpn  actually  do  in  the  future. 

Insurance  companies  that 
were  publically  listed,  he  said, 
would  be  allowed  to  expand 


into  other  areas  such  as  bank- 
ing. Colonial,  for  example, 
bought  the  State  Bank  of  New 
South  Wales  for  A$577  million 
shortly  after  it  derided  on 
demutualisation. 

The  shake-up  wall  also 
transform  the  insurance  sec- 
tor, Mr  Trade  says:  “Before, 
investors  had  no  access  to  the 
life  assurance  market  at  all. 
only  general  insurance.  Now  it 
has  become  a whole  separate 
sector  of  the  stock  market.  All 
of  a sudden  there  are  life 
assurance  companies  they  can 
invest  in.  which  have  got  a life 
of  their  own.  Ir  suddenly 


makes  the  sector  very 
important." 

Many  *>!  the  benefits  »»f 
Australia's  dcrntmulisjiiinri 
bonanza  will  flow  in  the  l IK. 
Colonial  Muntal.  nmv  known 
as  Colonial  after  us  policy - 
hoklers  voted  to  demutualise 
in  November,  has  35t l.< h it i 
eligible  policyholders  in  the 
L'k  who  w ill  share  in  its  A$l_> 
billion  share  handout,  while 
AMP  has  about  UK 

policyholders  eliuihle  in  a .slice 

of  its  estimated  A$lu  billion 

handout  — those  wlm  have  life 
assurance  policies  with 
London  Life  ami  AMP  (UK). 


although  nor  policyholders 
with  Pearl  Assurance,  which  is 
owned  directly  by  AMP. 

For  Colonial  Mutual  policy- 
holders. analysis  estimate  that 
could  mean  an  average  alloca- 
tion of  shares  worth  A$2.500. 
while  for  AMP.  which  has  not 
yet  determined  its  share  allo- 
cation. policyholders  could  re- 
ceive shares  worth  an  average 
i if  A$fr.( <10.  Colonial  hopes  to 
have  lisied  by  the  end  of  This 
June,  while  AMP  hopes  to  put 
firm  proposals  tu  a vote  of 
members  in  the  second  half  of 
1907.  with  a listing  in  mtd- 
fOOS.  Both  are  hoping  that 


WS&jik, 


The  Halifax’s  example  of  offering  a little  Xtra  to  members  is  now  being  copied 


their  demutualisations  pro- 
ceed as  smoothly  as  that  of 
National  Mutual,  whose' 
shares,  given  an  initial  value 
of  A$150.  hare  risen  to  A$l.84 
on  the  Australian  stock  ex- 
change since  listing. 

But  also  lurking  in  the 
minds  of  every  Australian  mu- 
tual director  is  the  sorty  tale  of 
NMRA,  Australia’s  motoring 
organisation.  Two  years  ago 
the  NMRA  was  forced  to 
abandon  its  plans  to  demutua- 
lise and  list  after  two  dissidenr 
directors  took  it  to  court  over 
its  float  prospectus,  which  was 
found  to  be  "misleading  and 
deceptive"  because  it  suggest- 
ed that  the  shares  it  planned  to 
distribute  were  free  rather 
than  given  in  compensation 
for  membership. 

The  whole  exercise  proved  a 
costly  exercise  and  in  the  two 
years  since  the  demutualisa- 
tion debacle  the  organisation 
has  been  brought  low  by  con- 
tinuing interna!  squabbles 
and  a sharp  drop  in  profits. 

The  unfolding  drama  at 
Scottish  Amicable  too  is  being 
watched  with  considerable  in- 
terest Down  Under,  particu- 
larly by  AMP.  Jim  Taylor, 
insurance  analyst  at  Bankers 
Trust,  says:  "The  Scottish  Am- 
icable thing  has  opened  up  a 
whole  can  of  worms.  It  has 
really  made  people  sit  hack 
and  take  a long  and  hard  look 
at  how  besr  to  proceed.  " 

AMP's  proposed  demutuali- 
sation has  already  sparked  off 


discontentment  among  some 
members,  led  by  a Melbourne 
solicitor  who  is  threatening  to 
take  legal  action  against  the 
group  if  the  share  allocation  it 
decides  on  disadvantages 
long-standing  members  in  fa- 
vour of  recent  policyholders. 

Perhaps  keen  to  avoid  any 
early  public  feuding,  AMP 
will  noi  reveal  details  of  its 
proposed  float  until  after  its 
annual  meeting  in  April. 
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Concern  over 
City  bonuses 

From  Mr  M.E.  Simons 
Sir.  The  Bank  of  England 
is  rightly  concerned’  that 
striving  for  gargantuan  bo- 
nuses may  inadvertently 
cause  City  high-flyers  to 
take  unjustified  risks, 
putting  their  shareholders' 
businesses  in  peril,  which, 
in  turn,  could  cause  a fi- 
nancial crisis.  We  have 
heard  how  pyramid  selling 
has  caused  mayhem  in  Al- 
bania and  how  excesses  at 
Baring  scuppered  a major 
bank.  Of  course,  these 
problems  originated  in  far- 
off  countries,  while  the 
recent  discovery  of  a 
NatWest  black  hole  of  £50 
million  is  a mere  bagatelle 
equivalent  to  10  per  cent  of 
those  receiving  Cl  million 
bonuses. 

A major  reason  for  the 
current  excesses  are  effete 
bonus  targets  set  by  "man- 
agements" of  investment 
banks  and  other  City  insti- 
tutions. Thai  causes  some 
of  our  brightest,  though 
not  necessarily  wisest, 
young  talent  to  opt  for 
employment  in  the  City  to 
the  detriment  of  industry. 

Why  struggle  to  get’ to 
the  top  of  FCl  with  64.000 
employees  at  a salary  of 
E500K  (with  no  199b  bonus 
after  £)b7K  for  1995)  when 
upward  of  500  City  folk, 
many  of  them  yuungsters. 
pick  up  gadarene  bonuses 
in  excess  of  £1  million  for 
1996.  with  many  others 
receiving  slightly  more 
modest  bonanzas? 

Another  reason  is  the 
preposterous  level  of  pro- 
fessional fees  charged  in 
floating  the  likes  of  the 
Halifax  and  Woolwich, 
and  the  fees  in  takeover 
battles.  Many  of  the  latter 
are  ill-conceived  by  febrile 
City  schemers.  Not  only  do 
many  of  such  bids  lumber 
successful  defenders  with 
horrendous  costs,  bur  they 
distract  from  managing 
the  business.  Unsuccessful 
bidders  should  be  required 
to  pick  up  the  tabs  of  their 
intended  victim.  Industry 
should  dig  in  its  heels  and 
challenge  ludicrous  City 
fees  that  bring  socially 
corrosive,  inappropriate 
rewards. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MARTIN  E.  SIMONS. 

24  Granard  Avenue,  SW1. 


Unhappy  returns 

■ From  T.  H.  Hughes-Davies 
Sir,  Banks  now  enclose 
their  interest  rate  with  each 
statement  Building  societ- 
ies continue  their  dishon: 
ourable  habit  of  lowering 
the  return  on  a well-estab- 
lished account  and  leaving 
the  lender  to  find  out  for 
himself.  I imagine  the 
banks  changed  only  be- 
cause they  had  to;  can  the 
new  Building  Societies  Bill 
{The  Times,  February  23) 
be  amended  to  make  them 
change  too? 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.H.  HUGHES-DAVIES, 
Slades  Cottage. 

Breamore, 

Fordingbridge, 

Hampshire. 


Flight  of  fancy 

From  Miss  S.  Sobemheim 
Sir,  It  is  heartwarming  to 
note  from  Mr  Des  Wilson’s 
letter  (March  4)  that  the 
BAA  is  taking  steps  to 
reduce  the  effects  of  noise 
from  the  proposed  Termi- 
nal 5 at  Heathrow.  How- 
ever. what  it  is  in  fact  doing 
is  spreading  the  pain 
around  by  experimenting 
with  shifting  the  noise  par- 
tem to  other  areas  — such 
as  this .—  which  have  so  far 
experienced  only  a relative- 
ly low  level  of  aircraft 
noise.  Not  quite  the  same 
thing.  Mr  Wilson. 

Yours  faithfully. 

SYLVIA  SOBERNHEIM, 

1 Gloucester  Court, 

Swan  Street.  SE1. 
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Arjo  shares 
boosted  by 
unexpected 
profits  leap 


the  TIMES  FRIDAY  MARCH  7 1997 


By  Fraser-Nelson 


SHARES  of  Arjo  Wiggins 
Appleton  performed  their 
sharpest  leap  for  five  years 
after  the  Anglo-French  paper 
producer  reported  a bigger 
recovery  tlian  expected. 

Its  heavy  restructuring  pro- 
gram, which  involved  cutting 
its  European  staff  by  12  per 
cent  and  closing  two  factories, 
delivered  cost  savings  of  £8 
million  over  the  year. 
Stabilisation  of  pulp  prices 
and  the  resuscitation  of  gener- 
al demand  helped  it  to  lift  pre- 
tax profits  97  per  cent  to  EI34 
million,  beating  forecasts  by 
some  £14  million. 

The  shares  gained  IThp  to 
1874s  p.  their  highest  for  II 
months.  Andrew  Shaw,  fi- 
nance director,  said  the  pulp 
prices  were  still  gently  declin- 
ing, which  promised  that  the 

Safeway  in 
talks  on 
Ulster  deal 

nrZWILTON,  the  Dublin- 
based  company  that  owns 
the  Wellworth  chain  of  su- 
permarkets in  Northern  Ire- 
land. should  reach  agree- 
ment about  a proposed  joint 
venture  until  Safeway  be- 
fore the  end  of  this  month,  a 
source  close  to  the  company 
said  yesterday  (Eileen 
McCabe  writes).  i 

Although  both  sides 
refuse  to  comment,  it  is 
believed  that  a sell-off  of  at 
least  50  per  cent  of 
Wellworth  to  Safeway  for 
about  IrESO  million  is  high 
on  the  agenda.  There  are 
also  suggestions  that  the 
two  might  agree  a joint 
venture  to  operate  outlets 
in  the  Irish  Republic. 

Wellworth  is  a long- 
established,  major  player 
in  Northern  IrelandL  with 
37  stores  and  a 21  per  cent 
market  share. 


recovery  would  continue.  He 
said:  “There  is  no  cloud  hang- 
ing over  us  at  the  moment, 
and  unless  there  is  another 
collapse  in  pulp  prices,  there  is 
no  reason  why  the  recovery 
should  not  continue." 

However,  the  company  gave 
warning  that  some  businesses 
were  building  up  private 
paper  reserves.  Demand  could 
be  threatened,  it  said,  if  they 
started  using  their  own  stocks 
rather  than  buying  new  paper 
in  the  market 

Arjo  spent  £20  million  on  job 
cuts  and  factory  closures  over 
the  year  and  plans  to  spend  a 
further  £30  million  completing 
the  moves  this  year.  However, 
it  hopes  to  recover  this  through 
cost  savings  this  year,  and 
expects  to  strip  £50  million  of 
costs  in  1998. 

The  thermal  paper  division, 
whicfr'produces  paper  for  fax 
machines,  suffered  from  a 
difficult  market  over  the  year. 
The  company  said  it  will  close 
a plant  in  Lincoln,  and  move  a 
scaled-down  operation  to  its 
plant  in  Cardiff.  It  said  this 
was  typical  of  the  changes  it  is 
making  throughout  Europe. 

Appleton  Papers,  its  North 
American  business,  staged  a 
strong  comeback  in  the  second 
half,  with  operating  profit 
doubling  to  £66.7  million 
(£39.5  million).  The  wood  free 
paper  business,  which  it 
bought  just  before  the  collapse 
of  die  market  in  1995.  also 
began  to  recover. 

While  group  turnover  was 
stagnant  at  £357  billion,  the 
cost  savings  helped  earnings  to 
shoot  to  I02p  (2Jp)  before 
exoeptionais.  In  spite  of  this 
rise,  the  final  dividend  is  frozen 
ar  75p,  with  a final  4.6p  due  on 
May  28.  The  company,  formed 
when  Wiggins  Teape  Appleton 
merged  with  Arjo  man  Prioux 
soon  after  being  floated  off  by 
BAT  industries  seven  years 
ago,  is  now  expected  by  the  City 
to  make  E210  million  during 
1997  and  deliver  earnings  of 
163p  per  share.  The  shares 
dosed  at  18541  p. 


Roger  Parry  beside  an  Adshel  that  publicises  the  company's  message 


Revamp  in 
Belgium 
and  France 
hits  More 

By  Martin  Barrow 

A £53  million  exceptional 
charge  against  the  restructur- 
ing of  operations  in  France 
and  Belgium  caused  a 14  per 
cent  foil  in  pre-tax  profits  at 
More  Group,  the  internation- 
al outdoor  advertising  agen- 
cy. in  1996. 

The  company,  best  known 
for  its  Adshel  brand  widely 
seen  on  UK  high  streets,  said 
French  and  Belgian  opera- 
tions had  been  hampered  by 
ah  outdated  product  range 
and  difficult  local  markets. 

Profits  before  tax  and  ex- 
ceptional items  rose  to  £IS3 
million,  from  £15  million,  on 
turnover  that  rose  to  £102.7 
million,  bum  ES73  million. 
More  reported  an  increase  in 
the  yield  per  advertising  pan- 
el achieved  in  the  UK  and 
Ireland,  reflecting  improved 
service  levels  and  better  mar- 
keting as  well  as  strong  un- 
derlying economic  growth. 

The  £773  million  acquisi- 
tion ofWennergren-Wflliams. 
the  Scandinavian  Group, 
completed  in  December,  did 
not  make  a significant  contri- 
bution to  the  results. 

Roger  Party,  chief  execu- 
tive. said:  “The  marketing 
initiatives  taken  early  in  the 
year  in  the  UK  and  Ireland 
have  been  a great  success.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  we  made 
radical  changes  in  France  and 
Belgium,  which  will  bring 
benefits  in  the  future." 

A final  dividend  of  11.4p  a 
share  lifts  the  total  to  15p  from 
13.8p.  Underlying  earnings 
rose  22  per  cent  to  36p  a share. 


i 

IMI  expands  with 
$39m  deal  in  US 


Heal  s poised  to  raise 
£12m  with  flotation 


John  Mowlem  builds 
to  a seven-year  high 


By  George  Sivell 


By  Fraser  Nelson 


HEAL'S,  the  department  store 
group  bought  by  its  manage- 
ment from  Storehouse  in  1990. 
is  to  list  on  the  London  Stock 
Exchange  with  first  dealings 
expected  on  March  24. 

The  flotation  will  enable 
NarWest  Ventures  to  sell  its 
holding  and  management 
shareholders  to  sell  pan  of 
their  holdings.  It  is  understood 
that  the  three  executive  direc- 
tors and  two  senior  managers 
will  share  about  £15  million  of 
the  proceeds.  It  is  expected 
NatWest  will  take  out  £8 


million.  The  placing  will  raise 
£12  million  out  of  which  E1.75 
million  will  go  towards  invest- 
ment in  existing  stores  and  to 
develop  new  sites.  Heal's  has 
stores  in  central  London  and 
at  Guildford  in  Surrey. 

Heal’s  made  a pre-tax  profit 
of  £1.8  million  in  the  53  weeks 
to  September  14  and  £1.6 
million  in  the  20  weeks  to 
February  1,  the  period  in 
which  it  normally  makes  90 
per  cent  of  its  foil-year  operat- 
ing profit  It  is  expected  to  float 
on  March  18. 


JOHN  MOWLEM,  the  con- 
struction group  that  returned 
to  profit  last  summer,  yester- 
day reinforced  its  recovery 
with  its  strongest  set  of  final 
results  for  seven  years. 

The  company  made  a pre- 
tax profit  of  £16.7  million  last 
year,  against  the  £30  million 
loss  incurred  after  heavy  re- 
dundancy costs  in  1995. 

The  results  were  achieved  in 
spite  of  a 3 per  cent  drop  in 
revenues  to  £1.41  billion. 

John  Gains,  appointed  chief 
executive  two  years  ago,  said 


the  results  were  entirely  the 
resulrof  good  housekeeping:  a 
number  of  loss-making  con- 
tracts had  been  shed. 

Mr  Gains  said  that  the 
company's  prospects  would  be 
still  further  enhanced  this  year 
after  the  flotation  of  its  Access 
division. 

Its  shares  gained  7p  yester- 
day, to  135p.  Earnings  were 
S.lp  per  share,  against  a l/.6p 
loss  last  time. 

A final  dividend  of  2p  is  due 
on  July  1,  lifting  the  total  to  3p. 
after  2p  last  time. 


Sg§^S£K55S 

h?W97  c£y  Allen,  chief  executive  of  IMI.. 
^d^lS^SsJi^tSfo  the  US  was  complenwntary. 
^vSSSl  for  its  highly  regarded 
enhanced  through  IMJ’s  global  sales  and  distribution  network. 

Bidders  secure  Whessoe 

THE  overseas  bidders  for  Whessoe.  the  engineering  group 
based  in  the  North  East,  announced  yesterday 
for  51  per  cent  of  Whessoe.  Navia  and  Endress  & Hauser  said 
they  now  own  or  have  agreed  to  acquire  shares  repr^enmig  a 
51  per  cent  stake.  After  settlement  of  outstanding  snare 
LSLS  the  offer  will  be  declared  uncondibonaL  the 
companies  said,  adding  that  the  offer  will  lapse  if  referred  to 
the  Monopolies  and  Mergers  Commission. 

Ocean  rises  by  £9m 

OCEAN,  the  transport  group,  raised  profits  before  tax 
and  exceptional  items  from  £54  million  to  £63  million  m 
the  year  to  December  31  on  sales  up  marginally  from  £1 .13 
billion  to  £1.14  billion.  The  total  dividend  for  the  year 
rises  from  1433p  to  153p  out  of  earnings  up  from  10.4p  to 
28.2p.-The  company  said  that  its  aim  was  to  grow  into  a 
leading  player  in  the  global  logistics  business  and  at  the  - 
same  time  produce  consistent  progress  in  earnings. 

Valeo  expands  in  Wales 

VALEO,  the  French  automotive  components  company,  is  to 
invest  another  £14  million  at  its  Gorseinon  plant  in  West 
Glamorgan,  creating  more  than  170  jobs.  VaJeo  currently 
employs  470  people  at  the  factory,  which  is  the  company’s 
largest  plant  in  the  UK.  The  factory  produces  heating  and  air 
conditioning  units  for  cars.  The  Welsh  Development  Agency 
will  help  to  build  a 35.000  sq  ft  extension  at  the  factory  and 
also  be  involved  in  skills  training  for  new  staff. 

Bunzl  grows  in  Oregon 

BUNZL.  the  paper  and  packaging  group,  said  it  has  acquired 
Ken co  Sales,  a disposables  redistribution  company  based  in 
Portland.  Oregon.  Financial  details  were  not  disclosed.  Bunzl 
said  that  the  acquired  business,  which  serves  customers  in 
Oregon  and  parts  of  southern.  Idaho,  had  annual  sales  of  $13 
million  in  1996,  and  will  be  merged  with  Bunzl 's  existing 
business  in  Portland.  Net  assets  acquired  at  completion  are 
estimated  to  be  £900,000. 

Kode  holds  steady 

KODE  INTERNATIONAL  overcame  difficult  trading  con- 
ditions in  the  printed  circuiT  board  industry  to  hold  profits 
unchanged  at  £1.4  million  before  tax  and  exceptional  items  in 
1996  on  turnover  th3t  fell  slightly  to  £183  million  from  £19.4 
million.  There  was  an  exceptional  charge  of  £495,000 associa- 
ted with  a discontinued  computer  services  business.  The  total 
dividend  is  lifted  to  25p  a share  from  Ip.  with  a 1.75p  final. 
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Readers  of  The  Times  are  offered  a FREE  sampler 
CD  featuring  four  tracks  from  The  English  Patient. 
The  original  soundtrack  has  been  nominated  for  an 
Academy  Award  and  recently  won  the  Golden  Globe 
Award  for  Best  Original  Score. 

The  four-track  sampler,  including  the  title  music,  is 
interspersed  with  readings  by  Ralph  Fiennes.  The  full 
soundtrack  CD  is  released  by  Ace  Records  (catalogue 
number  FCD  16001)  and  is 
distributed  by  Pinnacle.  It  is 
available  from  branches  of 
HMV,  Music  & Video  Club.  ' 
Virgin  and  good  record  stores. 

Special  editions  of  the 
paperback  and  audiobook  of 
The  English  Patient  by 
Michael  Ondaatje  have  been 
published  by  Macmillan.  To 
order  the  special  edition  paperback  and  audiobook, 
with  free  p&p,  please  use  the  order  form  on  the  right. 
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HOWTO  GET  YOUR  FREE  CD 
Attach  four  of  the  six  free  CD 
tokens  which  have  been 
published  in  The  Times  this 
week.  Send  them,  together  with 
a 50p  stamp  and  the  application 
form  right 


THE  ENGLISH  PATIENT  ORDER  FORM 


Please  send  me  the  following: 


□ A FREE  sampler  CD  of  The  English  Patient.  I enclose  4 
tokens  and  a 50d  stamp  to  cover  oostaoe.  _ 


1—1  tokens  and  a 50p  stamp  to  cover  postage. 

The  English  Patient  book  E6.99  free  p&p 
The  English  Patient,  audio  book  £7.99  free  p&p 


Qty  Total 


Make  cheques/PO  payable  to  BVCD  and  post  to: 

BVCD,  Unit  A,  250  Western  Avenue,  London  W3  6XZ. 

Mr/ Mrs/Miss/ Ms/' Other Initials 

Surname 

Address 


Postcode — ..  Day  tel 

Only  1 free  CO  per  household.  Offer  applies  to  UK  & Eire  only 
and  ends  April  1, 1997.  Please  allow  28  days  for  defray. 
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Which  nationai  newspapers)  do  you  buy  occaswnaly  13  copies  or  lass}? 

Which  national  Sunday  rwmpapwls]  do  you  buy  regutarty  (24  copies  a month)? 


B you  would  pastor  not  la  receive  information  and  otters  bom 
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For  the  second  month  running,  Internet  Magazine  has  awarded  BT 
'Provider  of  the  month’  - “BT  Internet  has  maintained  its  strong  position 

during,  the  first  quarter  of  1997  twice  finishing  top  in  our  performance  table"  For  th  . . ' 

just  £11.75'  including  VAT  per  month,  experience  unlimited  access  to  the  intPrn  » l 2!"  '°W  PnCe  °* 

space.  5 e-mail  addresses  and  a fast  reliable  connection.  Waste  no  time  rn  e ■ ■ Mb  of  free  web 

connect  with  BT  Internet  today. 


To  get  your  j re c Interne!  access  software 

Call  Freefone  0800  800  001  notv 


rehame  was  EliOO  permumh  twin*  33rd  January  1997.  The  BT  loieriKt  service  dor*  n*  Include  ISDN  <*■  r 

customers  paying  on  a tnoMhly  bask  and  yw  lor  custonxre  paying  (monaDf.  No  refund  for  sulwwfpii.™  J,.  w PWwion.  The  rnndmam  . 

«iuawi  Sir  payment  Business  biffins  nailable  on  mines.  ' 
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Shares  squeezed  sharply  higher 


TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day's  dose,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price /earnings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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M THEATRE  1 

The  American  stage 
adaptation  of 
Birdy  is  an  offbeat 
but  fascinating 
new  offering  for 
the  West  End 


■ THEATRE  2 

Volcano’s  latest 
touring  production. 
The  Message, 
makes  for  a 
strange  and 
puzzling  night  out 


THE! 


TIMES 


ARTS 


■ MUSIC  1 

Simon  Rattle 
and  the  CBSO 
resurrect  the 
quintessential 
Sixties  work, 
Berio’s  Sinfonia 


■ MUSIC  2 

. ■ . while  fragments 
of  unfinished 
Schubert  are 
tantalisingly 
reconstructed  at 
the  Festival  Hail 


THEATRE:  An  intriguing  transfer  from  book  to  film  to  fringe  to  the  West  End  stage.  Plus  an  Irish  comedy;  and  a muddled  message 

Ruffled  male  feathers 


POWALD  COOPER 


Could  there  be  something 
nght  with  the  West  End? 
There  have  been  no  fewer 
than  four  openings  this 
week  on  the  Great  Grey  Way. 
among  them  a play  I never  thought 
any  impresario  would  be  brave 
enough  to  lift  from  its  slot  on  the 
Hammersmith  fringe  last  year. 

Is  there  reaHy  an  audience  for  a 
title-character  who  spends  nine- 
tenths  of  the  evening  perched  on  or 
near  a bedstead,  arms  folded  like 
wings,  head  jerking  this  way  and 
that,  mouth  silently  aooing?  If  so, 
we  shall  all  have  reason  to  rejoice, 
for  Birdy  itself  is  the  theatrical 
counterpart  of  one  of  those  rare, 
speckled  warblers  that  send  orni- 
thologists into  the  hills  at  dawn 
with  high-tech  binoculars  in  their 
knapsacks. 

The  American  novelist  William 
Wharton  published  his  Birdy  in 
1978.  Our  own  Alan  Parker  made  a 
movie  of  it  six  years  later.  Now 
Naomi  Wallace,  an  American  dra- 
matist who  has  staged  most  of  her 
work  here,  has  adapted  the  novel 
into  a highly  original  play  about 

ALFRED  HITCHCOCK  would 
undoubtedly  have  judged  a pallet 
of  bathroom  tiles  as  too  short  on 
uncanny  fascination  to  use  as  a 
McGuffin.  but  for  Owen  McCaf- 
fcrty,  it  serves  just  fine  to  animatp 
the  plot  of  his  latest  play.  Setting 
Stone  the  Crow  in  a naif-finished 
bathroom  peopled  by  tired,  thwart- 
ed labourers  strongly  suggests, 
however,  that  uncanny  fascination 
is  hardly  what  McCafferty  is 
searching  for  here. 

As  the  members  of  a crew  of 
Irish  tilers  finish  off  a large  job, 
they  become  convinced  that  a few 
boxes  of  tiles,  apparently  over- 
looked and  then  forgotten  by  their 
owner,  might;  when  converted  into 
hard  currency  through  the  blade 
market  provide  the  answer  to  all 
their  problems. 

Petesey  (Anthony  Brophy),  the 
hard  centre  of  toe  crew,  and 


file  transformation  of  two  human 
fledgelings  into  two  wounded 
grown-ups  — or.  as  she  writes  in 
the  published  text,  “about  the 
dehumanising  process  boys  are 
forced  to  undergo  in  order  to 
become  acceptable  ‘men’  in  our 
society". 

Her  case  is  strengthened  by  the 
fact  that  much  of  the  play  occurs  in 
the  immediate  aftermath  of  the 
Second  World  War.  Events  in  a 
particularly  dehumanising  male 
pursuit  have  shattered  one  man's 
mind  and  his  best  friend's  jaw. 
Matthew  Wait's  Birdy,  reduced  as 
he  is  to  a sort  of  avian  catatonia,  is 
shut  up  in  a psychiatric  hospital. 
But  Rob  Morrow's  bandaged  A), 
brought  in  as  a last-ditch  cure  by  a 
desperate  army  doctor,  is  not  a lot 
less  trapped  himself.  Inside  him. 
ominously  festering,  are  fears,  an- 
gers and  biller  memories  of  the 
father  who  hit  and  humiliated  him. 
Only  at  the  end  does  either  man 
achieve  any  kind  of  release. 

It  doesn’t  sound  enough  either  to 
sustain  an  evening  cor  to  round  out 
a couple  of  main  characters.  Wal- 


Birdy 

Comedy 


lace's  answer  to  these  worries, 
which  is  to  give  each  man  a 
boyhood  double  and  skip  to  and  fro 
in  time,  brings  with  it  the  danger  of 
distracting  us  from  the  urgency  of 
the  situation  and  lowering  dramat- 
ic tension.  And  maybe  there  were 
moments  when  1 began  to  want  to 
leave  Adam  Garcia's  Young  AJ  and 
Tam  Williams's  Young  Birdy.  busy 
bonding  on  top  of  a spinning, 
tilting  white  disc,  and  return  to  the 
painfUl  present  as  it  unfolded  in  the 
white-tiled  room  below.  But  Wal- 
lace's deft  writing  and  Kevin 
Knights  skilful  direction  nipped 
impatience  in  the  bud. 

One  boy.  obsessed  with  every- 
thing winged  and  feathered, 
dreams  of  flight  and  at  one  point 
transforms  himself  into  a dorh- 
and-aluminium  flying  machine. 
The  other  does  endless  press-ups 
and  prepares  for  the  day  when  he 
will  be  able  to  beat  up  his  abusive 


Night  on  the  tiles 


Stone  the  Crow 
Druid,  Galway 

Socrates  (David  Ganley).  more  of  a 
muddler  than  a philosopher, 
fantasise  that  a cash  injection  is 
just  what  is  required  to  straighten 
out  the  kinks  in  their  relationships 
with  wives  and  children.  Ding- 
Ding  (Patrick  Walden  has  more 
than  a hint  of  Cyril  Cusack  at  his 
most  curmudgeonly)  is  on  toe 
brink  of  retirement  without  the 
resources  to  buy  toe  window- 
cleaning  round  that  might  modest- 
ly fund  his  retirement 
Hie  only  one  with  a dream 


glamorous  enough  to  be  worthy  of 
toe  name  is  young  Randolph 
(Fergal  McElherron,  as  an  attrac- 
tive schoolboyish  team  gopher) 
who  harbours  a Peter  Fonda-cum- 
Phileas  Fogg  fantasy  of  a 
superbike  trip  around  the  world. 
But  if  McCafferty's  play  is.  in  its 
broadest  terms,  a thwarted  heist 
story,  his  diameters  are  at  their 
best  when  they  are  ignoring  the 
“tealeafmg"  to  come,  forgetting 
their  [dans,  and  letting  an  easy 
comedy  develop  around  them. 

As  they  sit  around  Paul 
McCauley's  excellent  ret  (a  split- 
level  white-tiled  bathroom  hell, 
boxed-in  with  dear  plastic  daubed 
in  runny,  monochrome  action 


father.  Their  dual  oddities  lead  to 
some  lively  scenes,  especially  a 

mildly  homoerotic  one  {Wallace 

neither  ducks  nor  labours  the 
sexual  implications)  in  which 
Young  Al  prepares  a quaking  Birdy 
for  a date  at  the  school  prom.  But 
the  serious  point,  that  one  boy  is 
escaping  his  maleness  and  the 
other  is  in  danger  of  turning  it  into 
macho  display,  is  seriously  made. 

Yex  it  is  the  events  beneath  that 
really  grip,  thanks  to  Wait's  bravu- 
ra bird  imirations  and  Morrow's 
ability  to  suggest  a mix  of  sensitiv- 
ity, love  and  rage  behind  the  dopily 
detached  manner  he  adopts  for  the 
benefit  of  Richard  Durden's  exas- 
perated shrink. 

Am  ! right  to  think  that  the 
evening's  weirdest  moment,  when 
Al  gently  spits  chewed  food  into 
Birdy's  gaping  beak,  was  more 
disturbing  and  touching  back  in 
W6?  Even  if  so.  this  is  fascinatingly 
offbeat  stuff  to  find  in  the  West 
End. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 

painting  rivulets)  like  unwanted 
mortar  among  (he  shiny  tiles,  their 
conversations  — and  some  attrac- 
tive ensemble  playing  — come  into 
focus. 

Lacking  in  pretension  of  any 
sort  Stone  the  Crow  is  careful  not 
to  pose  or  answer  too  many 
questions.  Even  when  the  story 
does  obliquely  raise  nalpolltik 
ethical  issues,  the  intention  never 
seems  to  be  to  tease  out  answers, 
but  simply  to  evoke  a way  of  life  in 
which  work  is  by  definition  drain- 
ing. unsatisfying  and  ultimately 
pointless.  What  exactly  McCaffer- 
ty wants  us  to  do  with  this 
distinctly  uncheery  information 
remains  undear,  as  engimatic. 
indeed,  as  toe  stack  of  tiles  that  is 
snared  under  a tight  spotlight  as 
the  play  draws  to  a dose. 


LUKE  Clancy  Birds  of  a feather:  Matthew  Wait  as  the  damaged  Birdy  is  befriended  by  Rob  Morrow's  Sergeant  Al 


So,  Lady  Macbeth,  tell  us  what  you  saw 


Flying  in  the  face  of  credibility  in  Nigel  Chamock’s  The  Message 


The  stage  is  bathed  in  sky-blue 
light,  a Mediterranean  sky- 
blue  because  we  will,  be 
taken  first  to  Argos,  where 
Klytemnestra  awaits  toe  husband 
who  butchered  their  daughter  in 
exchange  for  a fair  wind  to  Troy. 
The  light  will  be  red  ere  long,  and 
Volcano  Theatre's  cast  of  four  will 
either  be  wearing  costumes  the 
colour  of  blood  or  smeared  with 
jbets  of  toe  stuff.  Fbr  75  minutes 
will  proclaim  or  confide  in  us 
tales  of  slaughter,  and  seek  to 
express  the  pain  of  it  through 
vigorous  movement. 

From  a programme  note  we 


learn  that  the  original  intention  of 
the  show  was  to  indicate  toe  role  of 
the  Messenger  in  drama,  fiction 
and  history.  Had  the  company 
provided  this,  their  efforts,  guided 
by  Nigel  Chamock's  direction  and 
choreography,  might  have  created 
a clearer  experience.  A later  propos- 
al was  to  look  at  the  role  of  the  eye- 
witness, which  in  theory  could  give 
us  anything  from  Eve’s  account  of 
apple-picking  to  laboratory  notes 
on  sheep  cloning. 

What  Chamock  and  his  team  do 
is  not  so  universally  embracing  as 
this  but  yet  wide  enough  to  explore 
too  little  in  particular.  We  have  the 


The  Message 
Lyric,  Hammersmith 


chilling  account  of  the  machine- 
gunner  at  the  extermination  camp, 
sitting  with  his  legs  dangling  over 
the  pit  of  corpses  while  enjoying  a 
cigarette.  We  also  have  personal 
contributions  by  the  two  men  (Paul 
Davies,  Jan  Knightly),  wittily  shar- 
ing accounts  of  toe  death  of  a 
father,  the  birth  of  a child.  What  do 
these  events  have  in  common  that 
usefully  brings  them  together? 
Sometimes  men  die  in  bed. 


sometimes  in  Auschwitz.  So? 

What  of  the  choreography?  There 
is  running  around,  there  is  stand- 
ing in  a line.  When  the  four  of 
them,  dressed  in  blade  at  this  point, 
are  spaced  equally  across  toe  stage, 
waving  arms  and  pulling  faces,  toe 
effect  recalls  the  famous  sleeve  of 
Help!.  In  another  sequence.  Fern 
Smith  repeatedly  throws  herself  at 
the  men  and  is  caught  If  the 
intention  is  to  show  her  struggling 
in  vain  to  overcome  opposition, 
why  does  she  always  direct  herself 
into  their  aims? 

Another  quirk  is  to  include  more 
murderous  women  ' than  men 


among  those  who  are  given  their 
say.  Even  toe  short  excerpt  from 
Macbeth  presents  her  as  killer, 
him  as  procrastinator.  Since  nei- 
ther of  them  is  an  eyewitness  or 
messenger,  I don’t  see  what  they 
are  doing  there.  The  most  moving 
comer  of  this  puzzling  evening 
came  when  June  Broughton  quietly 
spoke  a poem  by  H.  Munro  (whom 
I take  to  be  “Saki")  telling  of  a 
soldier  dead  in  the  trenches.  A 
single  minute  more  intense  than  all 
toe  rolling  and  toe  leaping  and  the 
piercing  cries  of  woe. 

Jeremy  Kingston 


CONCERTS:  Berio’s  Sinfonia  is  revived;  and  Schubert’s  Tenth  Symphony  gets  a speculative  performance 


It  would  be  perverse  to 
exclude  a work  like 
Luciano  Berio'S  Sinfonia 
from  a sunny 'of  the  Sixties 
just  because  it  is  so  much  of 
the  Sixties.  But,  even  as  Sir 
Simon  Rattle  and  the  City  of 
Birmingham  Symphony  Or- 
chestra move  nearer  and 
nearer  Towards  the  Millenni- 
um,  it  is  not  too  late  to  ask 
what  else  that  work  has, 
apart  from  its  trendy  1968 
birth  certificate. 

It  has  Livi-Strauss  and 
Samuel  Beckett,  both  of  them 
slectronically  drip-fed  into  the 
orchestral  texture  by  way  of 
the  microphones  of  the  eight 
vocal  soloists.  It  has  a move- 
ment devoted  to  the  name  of 
Martin  Luther  King,  gradu- 
ally assembled  out  of  its 
constituent  vowels  and  conso- 
nants. It  also  has  a prolonged 
illusion  to  the  scherzo  of 
Mahler’s  Resurrection  Sym- 
ahony  upon  which  is  Super- 
imposed a collage  of  material 
jom  several  other  compos- 
ers. And  who.  honestly,  on 
tearing  those  quotes,  would 
tot  escape  into  the  music  they 
•epresent  rather  than  remain 
xposed  to  a corrosive  wash 


Essence 
of  the 
Sixties 

CBSO/  Rattle 
Birmingham 


of  half-understood  words  and 
semi-detached  phonemes? 

It  is  true,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  toe  Sinfonia  is  a power- 
ful Sixties  fetish  and  that 
Rattle,  the  CBSO,  John  Whit- 
ing and  Electric  Phoenix  have 
long  experience  of  collaborat- 
ing in  it.  But,  next  to  the 
massive  sincerity  of 
Messiaen^  Et  Exspecto 
Resurrectionem  Mortuorum 
and  toe  wit  of  Lutoslawsld's 
Cello  Concerto,  it  does  seem 
to  have  something  cynical 
and  self-conscious  about  it 

Both  the  other  items  in  toe 
programme  have  their  show- 
business  aspects.  Composed 


specifically  for  Mstislav  Ro- 
stropovich . toe  concerto  has 
that  cellist's  personality  writ- 
ten all  over  it  Happily,  Lynn 
Harrell  has  toe  imagination 
to  make  the  most  of  the 
music-theatre  element,  im- 
personating the  Rostropovich 
role  in  such  a discreet  way  as 
to  convert  it  eventually,  to  his 
own  use.  The  brass  attacks  on 
toe  soloist  he  seems  to  take 
personally,  and  when  it  takes 
off  with  the  melodic  line  of  the 
Cantilena  he  does  it  with 
immense  lyrical  conviction. 

If  toe  CBSO  percussionist 
in  Et  Exspecto  received  al- 
most as  much  applause  as  the 
soloist  in  the  Cello  Concerto  it 
is  because  no  one  can  resist 
toe  sight  of  the  largest  of  all 
beaters  repeatedly  being  tak- 
en to  the  largest  of  all 
orchestral  tam-tams.  It  was  a 
legitimate  visual  effect,  a 
token  of  Messiaen's  faith  in 
toe  monumental  and  a com- 
pensation for  what  even  Sym- 
phony Hail  cannot  offer  in 
terms  of  the  acoustic  atmo- 
sphere of  a Sainte  Chapelle  or 
a Notre  Dame  de  Chartres. 

Gerald  Larner 


The  Schubert  bi rente- 
nan.-  is  testing  the  inge- 
nuity of  many  a 
planner.  But  there  will  be  few 
more  imaginative  approach- 
es than  that  essayed  in  the 
Phithamionia's  concert  on 
Wednesday  under  Christoph 
von  Dohnanyi. 

The  starting  point  was 
Schubert's  Tenth  Symphony, 
or  what  remains  uf  that 
project  in  sketch  form.  The 
fragments  suggest  a three- 
movement  symphony  in  D 
major,  and  among  the  at- 
tempts to  reconstruct  are 
Peter  Gulke's  performing  ver- 
sion of  the  Andante 
Gulke  conceives  the  move- 
ment as  a return  to  the 
intimate  scale  of  toe  "Unfin- 
ished" Symphony.  Dohnanyi. 
for  his  part,  overlaid  that 
conception  with  a reading 
that  was  not  only  poised  and 
eloquent  but  also  looked  un- 
mistakably forward  to  toe 
more  monumental  Romantic 
utterances  of  the  late  FOth 
centupr. 

Berio's  Rendering  also 
takes  up  the  challenge  of  the 
fragments  for  Schubert's 
Tenth,  bur  insrend  uf  attempt- 


Picking 
up  the 
pieces 

Philharraonia/ 

Dohnanyi 

Festival  Hall 


ing  a reconstruction,  this 
creative  artist  offers  a "resto- 
ration" of  toe  sketches.  Berio 
fills  toe  gaps  with  passages  of 
dense  polyphony,  fashioned 
from  those  sketches  but  in 
contemporary  idiom.  Intro- 
duced by  a tinkling  celesta 
effecting  a “dissolve",  their 
suspension  of  metre  and  to- 
nality throws  an  unsettling 
shadow  across  toe  bridge 
between  the  centuries. 

After  this,  the  “Unfinished" 
Symphony  itself  provided  an 
unusually  satisfying  epi- 
logue. From  the  hushed,  mys- 


terious rendering  of  the  open- 
ing theme  on  lower  strings,  it 
was  evident  that  Dohnanyi 
intended  to  cast  this  work, 
too.  in  a Romantic  light  As  is 
customary,  DohnAnyi  takes 
the  Andante  con  moto  with 
considerably  more  gravity, 
more  of  a valedictory  quality, 
than  one  suspects  he  would  if 
it  belonged  to  a completed 
work.  Yet  the  vision  was 
genuine.  toe  conviction 
persuasive. 

Schubert  was  approached 
from  a different  angle  with  a 
group  of  Lieder  arranged  by 
various  composers  for  bari- 
tone and  orchestra.  If  We- 
bern's transcription  of  Ihr 
Bild  was  austere,  those  by 
Brahms  of  Memnon  and  An 
Sch  wager  Kronos  were  typi- 
cally warm,  while  Gilman's 
Du  hist  die  Ruh  evoked 
tranquillity  with  sustained 
strings  and  harp.  Taking  over 
from  Olaf  Bar  at  short  notice, 
Hakan  Hagegard  Med  to 
convince  that  the  intimacy  of 
toe  songs  with  piano  could  be 
captured  in  another  medium. 

Barry 

Millington 


Bach  b minor  mass 

Amsterdam  Baroque  Orchesira 
Ton  Koopman  conductor 


W" 

^anbusiasm  and  energy'^ 
£11  £14  £18  £21 


THE  removal  of  Danny  Bak- 
er’S soccer  phone-in.  The  Bak- 
er line,  from  Radio  5 Live  on 
Wednesday  nights  marks  a 
watershed.  Critics  of  the  BBC 
who  worry  about  Ming  stan- 
dards now  have  their  answer, 
for  here  is  toe  BBC  at  last 
calling:  enough  is  enough. 

Baker  was  dumped  because 
he  had.  as  the  BBC  put  it, 
crossed  the  line  “between 
being  lively,  humorous  and 
controversial  and  being  insult- 
ing to  the  audience".  Yes,  but 
there  is  more  to  it  than  that. 
The  audience  fbr  football 
phone-ins  is  not  easily  insult- 
ed, often  tending  towards  ex- 
cessive abuse  of  teams  and. 
especially,  referees.  Baker 
went  because  he  poured  pet- 
rol. not  water,  on  to  the 


Order  of  the  boot 


flames.  The  last  straw  was 
when  Baker  urged  listeners  to 
conduct  a campaign  of  abuse 
against  the  referee  who 
awarded  a controversial  pen- 
alty in  the  Chelsea-Leicester 
Cup  replay.  This  is  pure 
incitement,  pure  pandering  in 
yobberv.  and  as  such  it  has  no 
place  un  a network  which 
expects  m be  taken  seriously. 

Baker  has  also  expressed 
the  view  that  “most  referees 
need  a good  slapping".  .And. 
having  been  told  to  ' shut  up” 
by  a caller.  Baker  shouted  at 
his  producer  on-air  abuut  the 
quality  of  the  cullers  and  said 
that  he  wanted  his  old  pnxluc- 


er  back.  All  of  this  matters 
because  phone-in  prog- 
rammes have  been  espousal 
by  the  BBC  with  relish,  but 
they  can  be  done  with  a 
measure  of  decorum.  The 
quality  and  attitude  of  the 
presenter  is  invariably  taken 
up  by  the  callers.  Nick  Ross  is 
the  obvious  example,  but 
Radio  5 has  sporting  examples 
roo:  David  Mellnr's  6.06  on 
Saturday  evenings  and  Domi- 
nick Diamond's  Sportscall  on 
Sundays.  To  judge  by 
Sportscail.  the  argument  for- 


merly known  as  77ie  Baker 
Line  will  be  conducted  in  a 
more  seemly  way  from  now 
oil  Tony  Hall,  head  of  BBC 
News,  and  Roger  Mosey,  Con- 
troller of  Radio  5,  have  per- 
formed a real  service  by 
drawing  a line  in  the  sand,  by 
making  it  dear  that  phone-ins 
about  sport  do  not  have  to 
sound  like  a post-match  argu- 
ment in  a pub  car  park. 

So  now  Baker  and  his  friend 
Chris  Evans  have  departed 
from  BBC  programmes  in 
short  order,  each  having  dis- 
covered that  the  BBC  is  bigger 
than  any  of  its  personalities. 
That  is  good  news  for  those 
who  were  beginning  to 
wonder. 

Peter  Barnard 
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■ P0P1 

Manufactured  for 
the  mass  market 
what  goes  on 
behind  the  scenes 
to  get  a band  like 
Boyzone  to  the  top 


■ POP2 

Playing  on  a 
radio  near  you: 
why  the  Mutton 
Birds  are  New 
Zealand’s  hottest 
new  property 


THE! 


ART; 


POP3 


The  songs  are 
slow  and  the  mood 
is  sombre  on 
Nick  Cave’s  latest 
album.  The 
Boatman’s  Call. . . 


■ POP4 

. . . while  the 
Finnish  composer 
and  producer 
Jimi  Tenor  plays  it 
cool  on  his  third 
effort  l ntervision 


Ever  feel  you’ve  been  had? 


Nothing  is  left  to  chance  in  some  record 
companies’  profit-greedy  manipulation  of 
the  charts  - and  the  hero-worshipping  kids 


Well,  it  wont  be  news  to 
you  by  now  that  the 
‘music  industry  isnT 
run  like  a Buddhist 
kibbutz:  overflowing  with  light,  love 
and  fairness,  and  founded  on  strong 
socialist  principles  that  ensure 
bands  and  punters  alike  get  a good 
deal.  No.  the  music  industry  is  a 
two-tuning,  back-stabbing,  second- 
guessing.  drug- raddled  behemoth 
with  two  faces,  one  nostril  and  a 
brain  the  size  of  a chicken's. 

Bui  what  may  surprise  you  is  the 
extent  to  which  the  whole  thing  has 
been  reduced  to  a game,  and  how 
the  charts,  the  press  and.  in  some 
cases,  the  music  itself  have  become  a 
meaningless  pretence  — 
in  short,  how  bands  and 
their  careers  are  being 
reduced  to  virtual  reality. 

As  you  may  have  no- 
ticed. rhere  was  a hit  of  a 
flap  last  week  when  the 
BBC  declared  that  the 
charts  were  basically  un- 
reliable. Again,  this 
wasn't  really  news:  the 
charts  a re  like  sailboats—  CAT 

there's  always  been  a MO 

certain  amount  of  record  1 

company  rigging.  But,  in 
the  past  year  or  so.  the  companies 
have  become  so  good  at  getting  the 
chart  position  they  want  that  the 
first  week  of  a single's  life  is  entirely 
manipulated.  Multiple  formats, 
first-week  sale  prices  of  99p,  dishon- 
estly gained  knowledge  of  where 
chart  return  shops  are  situated  and. 
if  all  else  fails,  a squad  of  people  in  a 
van  buying  up  copies  of  the  single 
mean  that  many  executives  have 
been  claiming  their  “high  chart 
entry”  bonuses  on  an  almost  weekly 
basis. 

The  press,  too.  is  not  a bastion  of 
truth  and  impartiality  — no  shock 
when  considering  the  tabloids,  but 
what  about  the  dedicated  music 
publications  where  Group  Dogdrill 
and  Arab  Strap  are  big  (well, 
biggis/i)  news?  There  are  still  jour- 
nalists  who  accept  payment  for 
bestowing  the  accolade  of  "single  of 
. the  week”.  Expensive  lunches,  alco- 
hol. trips  abroad  and  cocaine  are  all 
employed  in  getting  bands  more 
press.  And,  with  the  recent  mini- 
boom that  Britpop  brought  about 
some  record  companies'  largesse 
has  even  started  to  extend  towards 
people  working  in  art  and  layout  — 
just  to  make  sure  everyone  is 
“onboard”  with  a new  band, 
yknow? 

Of  course,  it’s  all  only  rock'n'roll, 
and  where  would  it  be  without 
drugs,  bribes  and  a bit  of  under-the- 
table,  how's-your-father,  keep-your- 
mouth-shut?  But  the  music  industry 
is  the  UK's  third  biggest  business,  so 
it  means  millions  of  pounds'  worth 
of  commerce  is  being  manipulated. 
And,  even  worse  far  people  who  love 
music,  it  means  that  an  awful 
number  of  good  bands  on  little, 
independent  labels  simply  can't 
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afford  to  get  into  the  charts,  while 
rubbish  bands  on  big  labels  regular- 
ly stroll  into  the  Top  Ten. 

Yeah,  and  about  all  those  formula 
bands  doing  well  at  present  what 
else  are  Boyzone,  Spice  Girls. 
Backstreet  Boys  and  Peter  Andre  if 
not  Virtual  Pop.  designed  by  com- 
mittees of  businessmen  heady  on 
demographics:  served  by  produc- 
tion-line songwriters,  and  presented 
by  sculpted,  styled,  scripted  two-bit 
hoofers?  These  stars  are  designed, 
and  their  success  is  not  down  to  the 
wonder  or  the  music,  or  the  light- 
house brilliance  of  their  personality: 
merely  how  much  money  their 
record  company  has  to  throw  at 
them,  and  how  canny 
their  manager  is. 

Of  course,  the  pop 
world  has  always  had 
manufactured  bands:  but 
the  “credible"  alternative 
world  is  now  getting  into 
the  act  too.  ■ Alanis 
Morissette.  one  of  last 
year’s  biggest-selling  art- 
ists, was  given  a complete 
UN  image  overhaul  and  an 
i a kj  album’s  worth  of  songs 
by  her  manager,  a rather 
uncredible  forty- 
something  fella.  So  much  for  the 
radical  feminist  posturing. 

Kula  Shaker,  another  “hip.  alter- 
native" band,  have  been  die  subject 
of  reams  of  print  in  the  industry 
magazine  Music  Week,  with  label 
bosses  and  managers  congratulat- 
ing themselves  on  their  marketing 
techniques  and  press  strategy,  the 
building  of  the  band’s  underground 
credibility  and  su  forth.  The  pres- 
sure to  change  yourself,  to  become 
more  marketable,  saleable,  perfect 
and  virtual  extends  down  to  the 
tiniest  band:  Steve  Jones  of 
Babybird  was  “informed”,  before 
You're  Gorgeous  became  a hit  and 
he  was  still  a little  fella  who  scraped 
into  the  Top  60.  that  a couple  of 
weeks  at  a health  farm  might  not  go 
amiss,  as  he  was  a stone  over  the 
ideal  weight  to  get  into  the  Top  Ten. 
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Bands  are  offered  “training” 
for  interviews,  teaching 
them  the  kind  of  thing  they 
might  want  to  have  an 
opinion  on  if  they  want  lots  of  press 
coverage.  Virtual  personalities  are 
so  much  safer  than  the  real,  loose- 
cannon  thing. 

So,  when  everything  your  pop  star 
wears,  says,  sings  or  does  is  derided 
by  management  when  most  of  what 
the  press  reports  about  them  is  paid 
fan  when  the  awards  they  win  are 
fiddled  to  the  point  of  ridiculousness 
and  the  chart  position  they  reach  is 
false  and  wrong  and  cheated  for, 
what  is  real?  And  what  is  virtual? 
What,  and  where,  is  British  music 
among  all  these  holograms,  flow- 
charts; strike- reams  and  stylists? 
And  what  was  so  wrong  with  bands 
getting  ro  No  I simply  because 
people  liked  them,  and  their  music? 
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Everyone  loves  the  Spice  Girls.  If  they  didn't,  it  would  have  been  because  someone  in  marketing  goofed 


Paul  Sexton  discovers  why  New  Zealand  became  a crowded  house  for  the  witty  and  pop-wise  Mutton  Birds 


Kiwi  seagulls  deny  they  have  Finns 


Does  the  next  person 
to  call  ihe  Mutton 
Birds  "the  new 
Crowded  House” 
qualify  for  a broken  nose? 
Perhaps  not,  but  it  won't  be 
long  before  New  Zealand's 
hottest  property  of  1997  can 
stop  smiling  politely  at  the 
comparison. 

The  Mutton  Birds  are  now 
playing  on  a radio  near  you 
with  Come  Around,  a song 
that  manages  the  juggling  act 
of  deadly  infectiousness  and 
lyrical  percipience.  A song 
written  by  an  antipodean 
group  with  a sense  of  humour 
and  an  absence  of  arrifice.  OK, 
it  does  sound  familiar. 

“When  people  don't  know 
you  at  all.  some  kind  of  label  is 
useful.”  says  chief  Mutton 
Bird.  Don  McGlashan.  “and  l 
suppose  Crowded  House  is  the 
only  band  from  New  Zealand 
that  most  people  would  know 
about.  Ft's  good  to  be  com- 
pared with  a really  good  band, 
and  they've  inspired  a whole 
generation  of  Kiwi  musicians. 

“But,  if  you  are  just  talking 
about  music,  once  people 
know  us,  rhey'll  see  rhat  we’re 
noisier  than  Crowded  House 
and  we  don't  play  our  instru- 
ments as  well.” 

Come  Around  is  an  aperitif 
for  Em. y of  Angels,  another 
gold-selling  album  in  the 
Birds'  home  nest  (they  are 
named  after  a type  of  seagull) 
that  will  be  their  official  long- 
playing  debut  in  this  country. 
The  album  was  recorded  in 
Wales  with  producer  Hugh 
Jones,  a Brit  nominee  this  year 
for  his  work  with  Dodgy  and 
the  Bluetones.  At  the  further 


risk  of  incurring  that  bunch  of 
fives,  the  album  shares  with 
Neil  Finn  and  friends  an  aura 
of  unpretentious  ingenuity, 
freshly-baked-this-morning 
melodies  and  dark,  pensive 
lyrics. 

Such  an  alluring  mixture  is 
in  parr  the  result  or 
McGlashan's  remarkable 
multimedia  background.  The 
Mutton  Birds  is  his  second 
successful  band  in  a CV  that 
also  includes  film  scoring  — 


notably  for  Jane  Campion's 
An  Angel  at  My  Table  — a 
classical  music  education,  act- 
ing and  musical  theatre. 

“My  dad  worked  in  coal 
mines  in  New  Zealand,”  he 
says.  “He  was  kind  of  a 
thwarted  musician,  so  he 
made  sure  there  were  heaps  of 
beaten -up  secondhand  instru- 
ments arriving  in  the  house-, 
hold  all  the  time  that  l could 
have  a go  at  from  the  age  of 
about  five.  By  the  time  I was  a 


teenager.  I could  hold  a tune 
on  a lor  of  things." 

McGJashan  played  in  a 
brass  band,  had  a job  in  an 
orchestra  for  two  years  and 
went  on  to  lead  the  Top  Ten 
local  band  Blam,  Blam,  Blam 
from  the  drums.  These  days  he 
also  plays  a mean  euphonium, 
both  on  record  and  as  a 
splendidly  incongruous  addi- 
tion to  the  Mutton  Birds’  live 
performance. 

McGlashan  toured  the  arts 


festival  circuit  in  the  late  1980s 
with  the  ensemble  musical 
play  The  Front  Lawn,  playing 
seasons  at  Edinburgh  and 
London's  Donmar  Ware- 
house. Returning  after  his 
collaboration  with  Campion  to 
the  environs  of  rock'n’roll,  he 
founded  the  Mutton  Birds  to 
fast  acclaim  at  home,  but  a 
country'  with  a population  less 
than  "half  rhat  of  London 
brought  artistic  limitations. 
"The  gravy  train  doesn't  pick 


up  passengers  in  New  Zea- 
land," he  says.  “It  does  in 
Australia,  then  it  sort  of  misses 
out  New  Zealand  and  goes 
somewhere  else. 

"The  music  scene  there  is  a 
really  nurturing  one  for  writ- 
ers and  bands,  because  it's  not 
really  connected  tu  the  indus- 
try, it’s  just  an  exotic  blip  at  the 
edge  of  the  radar  screen.  We 
make  more  music  than  the 
people  can  consume  — it’s  a 
music  mountain,  like  those 
European  wine  lakes  — but  it's 
not  a very  good  environment 
for  making  a connection  with 
an  audience.” 


Hence  the  Mutton 
Birds'  awesome 
collection  of  Air 
Miles  and.  these 
past  few  months  of  recording 
and  gigging,  adopted  Brit 
status.  It  has  also  meant  the 
departure  of  guitarist  David 
Long  — “He  was  too  home- 
sick; he  didn't  like  the  phone 
ringing  and  hearing  he  was 
going  ro  Holland  the  following 
day.”  McGlashan  also  admits 
that  the  nomadic  life  brings 
moments  cif  wilderness. 

"There's  a 'letters  to  home' 
quality  abour  this  album,  a 
kind  of  claustrophobia.”  he 
says.  ” Trouble  with  You  espe- 
cially is  a late-night,  staring- 
at-the-wallpaper  kind  of  song. 
Bur  we  are  more  reconciled 
now  to  the  idea  of  being 
stateless.” 

* The  single.  Come  Around,  is 
released  this  week  fry  Virgin.  The 
album.  Envy  of  Angels,  follows  in 
M<iv.  The  Mutton  Birds  play 
London's  Shepherd's  Bush  Empire 
on  March  IS 


Noisier  than  Crowded  House  and  they  don’t  play  their  instruments  as  well:  the  needlessly  self-deprecating  Mutton  Birds 


In  the  deepest, 
darkest  Cave 


NICK  CAVE  & 

THE  BAD  SEEDS 
The  Boatman's  Call 
(Mute  Stumm  142  £13.49) 

TO  HAVE  gone  from  the 
violent  fiction  of  his  last  al- 
bum. Murder  Ballads , to  the 
intimate  confessions  of  The 
Boatman's  Call  might  hare 
seemed  like  a sizeable  leap  of 
the  creative  imagination  for  a 
less  literate  talent  than  Nick 
Cave.  But  there  is  a universal 
quality  to  Cave's  writing 
which  enables  him.  like  a good 
playwright  or  novelist,  to  tease 
out  core  emotional  truths  from 
his  dark  musical  voyages, 
irrespective  of  where  the  sub- 
ject-matter takes  him. 

The  songs  on  The  Boat- 
man's Call  are  uniformly  slow 
and,  compounded  by  Cave's 
; sombre  vocal  signature,  their 
I mood  is  more  often  desolate 
i than  nor.  “TTiere  will  always 
: be  suffering/Ir  flows  ihraugh 
{ life  like  water,”  he  croons  in 
Lime-Tree  Arbour.  Many  are 
about  the  break-up  of  his 
marriage  to  Vivian  Cameiro, 
and  songs  such  as  Where  Do 
W'e  Go  Slow  But  Nowhere? 
and  Far  from  Me  are  suffused 
with  pained  regret  and  bitter- 
ness: "It’s  good  to  hear  you're 
doing  so  vvell/Bur  really  can’t 
you  find  somebody  else  that 
you  can  ring  and  tell?” 

Cave  also  supplies  candid 
details  of  his  liaison  with  Polly 
Jean  Harvey,  die  obvious  sub- 
ject of  Black  Hair  and  1-Vest 
Country  Girl-.  “With  a crooked 
smile  and  a heart-shaped 
face 'Comes  from  the  West 
Country  where  the  birds  sing 
bass.” 

.As  an  album.  The  Boat- 
man's Call  provides  the  most 
eloquent  Testimony  yet  of 
Cave's  stark  powers  of  obser- 
vation and  wry  poetic  skill. 
But  you  would  not  be  encour- 
aged” to  try  living  with  him  as 
a result  of  hearing  it. 

JIMI  TENOR 

I ntervision 
(Warp  4S,  £14.49) 

US  3 

Broadway  & 52nd 

(Blue  Nore/Capitol  S 30027 

£13.49) 

IT  MAY  be  no  more  than  a 
coincidence  that  the  two 
coolest  albums  released  this 
week  are  aimed  squarely  at 
the  young  dance/dub  market, 
yet  are  both  steeped  in  the 
history  and  culture  of  jazz. 

Classically  trained  on  saxo- 
phone, piano  and  flute,  the 
Finnish  composer  and  produc- 
er Jimi  Tenor  marries  the 
sophisticated  harmonies  of 
jazz  fusion  to  the  old-fashioned 
funk  grooves  of  1970s  soul, 
and  then  sprinkles  the  mixture 


CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can  be  ordered 
from  the  Times  Music 
Shop  on  0345-023  498 
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with  a fine  coating  of  1990s 
loungecore  lunacy  on  his  third 
album.  I ntervision. 

Given  a Sooty-style  organ 
treatment,  the  Duke  Ellington 
standard  Caravan  is  under- 
pinned by  a riotous  jungle- 
goes- Latin  percussion  track. 
There  are  echoes  of  Hot  Rats - 
era  Frank  Zappa  on  Tesla. 
while  Downtown  updates  Cur- 
tis Mayfield's  Superfly- period 
soundtrack  style.  The  ingenu-  . 
ity  of  the  arrangements  and 
sheer  excellence  of  the  perfor- 
mances are  rewarding 
enough,  bur  the  marvel  of  it  is 
thar  here  is  a modern  dance 
album  rich  in  old-fashioned 
melodic  detail. 

Us  3.  the  outfit  led  by  British 
DJ  and  producer  Geoff  Wil- 
kinson. continue  their  official- 
ly sanctioned  raiding  of  the 
Blue  Note  jazz  label  archives 
on  Broadway  & 52nd.  The 
album  combines  samples  of 
old  jazz  numbers,  including 
Horace  Silver’s  Sayonara 
Blues  and  Wayne  Shorter’s 
Indian  Song,  with  new  re- 
cordings. all  topped  off  by  the 
quiddire  vocal ese  of  East 
Coast  rappers  KCB  and 
Shabaam  Sahdeeq.  The  result 
is  smart  and  chic 

VAN  MORRISON 
The  Healing  Game 
(Exile/Polydor  537  101  £13.99) 
"HERE  I am  again . . . Where 
I’ve  always  been.”  Van  Morri- 
son sings  on  the  title  track  of 
his  28th  album.  While  other 
long-running  acts  take  great 
pains  ro  ensure  that,  every  so 
often,  their  work  involves 
some  element  of  “re-inven- 
tion”. there  is  a comforting 
inevitability'  about  a new  Mor- 
rison album. 

We  know  there  will  be  songs 
about  the  great  spiritual  mat- 
ters of  life,  love,  faith  and 
remembrance  of  better  days. 
These  will  be  strung  together 
in  gruff,  throwaway  phrases 
that  are  then  irritatingly  ech- 
oed in  a Celtic-gospel  style  by 
Georgie  Fame  or  one  of  the 
other  backing  singers  (in  this 
case  Katie  Kissoon  and  Brian 
Kennedy).  There  will  be  exqui- 
site horn  arrangements,  old- 
fashioned  organ  and  piano 
parts  (Fame  again)  and  per- 
haps a bit  of  crusty  harmonica 
from  the  Man  himself,  but 
never  anything  so  vulgar  as  a 
synthesizer  or  guitar  solo. 

Sure  enough,  it  all  goes 
exactly  according  ro  plan  once 
again  on  The  Healing  Game, 
and  ir  all  sounds  every  bit  as 
marvellous  as  before,  albeit 
without  quite  the  same  degree 
of  sunny  optimism  that  in- 
formed his  Mercury  Music 
Prize-nominated  album.  Days 
Like  These. 

David  Sinclair 
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TRILOK  GURTU 

The  Glimpse 
(CMP  CD  85) 

THE  Bom  bay- bom  percus- 
sionist Trilok  Gurtu  has  been 
ploughing  his  highly  individ- 
ual world  music/jazz/ Indian 
percussion  furrow  since  the 
mid-1970s,  so  it  is  singularly 
appropriate  that  this  album 
should  be  dedicated  ro  the 
most  important  pioneer  of 
such  fusions,  Gurtu’s  erst- 
while leader,  the  late  trumpet- 
er Don  Cherry. 

Gurtu  is  adept  not  only  at 
assembling  multi-national 
casts  far  his  projects,  but  also 
at  blending  their  various  con- 
tributions into  coherent  musi- 
cal statements.  Here,  the  voice 
of  Gcetha  Bennett,  the  cello 
and  bass  of  Sweden’s  Lars 
Danielsson.  the  trumpet  of 
Italy’s  Paulo  Fresu  and  the 
kaval  (wooden  pipe)  of  Bulgar- 
ia’s Teodosii  S passov  are 
among  the  providers  of  an 
extraordinary  range  of  sounds 
and  textures. 

The  whole  is  firmly  held 
together  by  the  virtuosic  per- 
cussion and  the  compositions 
of  Gurtu  himself,  but  the 
album's  highlight  is  a haunt- 
ing version  of  Law  Years,  bv 
Cherry's  most  famous  collabo- 
rator. Ornette  Coleman. 


LESTER  YOl/JVG 
The  “Kansas  City"  Sessions 
(Commodore  CMD  14022) 
ALTHOUGH  often  thought  of 
as  a Dixieland  label  — other 
tissues  'n  l^s  series  include 
CDs  by  Wild  Bill  Davison  and 
Pee  Wee  Russell  - Commo- 
dore also  documented  a great 
deal  or  mainstream  jazz  be- 
tween 1938  and  the  mid-1950s. 

These  sessions  — involving 
Lester  Young  on  clarinet  and 
tenor  sax.  and  featuring 
trombonist/  guitarist  Eddie 
Durham,  trumpeters  Buck 
Clayton  and  Bill  Coleman, 
and  trombonist  Dicky  Wells 

aj*  'll6"  as  *^e  Count  Basie 
rhythm  section  of  guitarist 
Freddie  Green,  bassist  Walter 
rage  and  drummer  Jo  Jones  — 
areclassics  of  the  genre. 

They  are  wonderfully  infor- 
mal and  relaxed,  but  effort- 
‘essly  showcase  the  skills  of 
the  participants,  whether  eas- 
ing their  way  through  the 
Dtues  or  exploring  the  possibil- 
ity of  standards  such  as 
i hem  There  Eyes  or  I Got 

Rhythm. 

Chris  Parker 
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■ POP5 

They  were 
underground 
heroes  and  darlings 
of  the  critics.  Now 
Morphine  are 
hitting  the  big  time 


35 


■ POP6 

Looking  for 
attention:  Gene 
show  off  their 
strident  new 
image  in  a dever 
Norwich  gig 


■ TOMORROW 

The  European 
premiere  of  Ariel 
Dorfman’s 
Widows : read 
Benedict 

Nightingale’s  view 


■ TOMORROW 

Do  the  French 
actually  deserve 
their  reputation 
for  producing  the 
world’s  most 
erotic  cinema? 


Careful 
with 
that  axe 

LIKE  Aztec  Camera  and  Pre- 
tib  Sprout  before  them.  Gene 
are  y»rt  of  ihat  fine  tradition 
of  British  groups  whose  mas- 
tery of  the  weU-crafted  song 
has  earned  them  considerable 
praise  but  established  no  dear 

identity.  In  Gene's  case,  their 
linage  problem  was  com- 
pounded by  a debut  album 
(Olympian)  that  rang  with 
echoes  of  the  Smiths. 

Perhaps  this  is  why,  two 
years  later,  their  new  record. 
Drawn  to  the  Deep  End, 
adopts  a more  stridenr,  atten- 
tion-grabbing style,  and  the 
live  set  is  almost  exclusively 
derived  from  the  new  era.  The 
only  exceptions  are  two  of  the 


LIVE  GIG 


Gene 

UEA,  Norwich 


band’s  earliest  songs:  Be  My 
Light,  Be  My  Guide  and  For 
the  Dead. 

Their  show  begins  with  New 
Amusements,  with  its  dramat- 
ic switches  of  tempo  and 
mood , of  loud  riffs  and  elegant 
trills.  Only  with  Where  are 
they  now?  does  the  pace  slack- 
en. Until  then,  Steve'  Masai’s 
guitar  lias  brutally  kicked  die 
tunes  into  life;  now,  for  a brief 
interlude,  he  cajoles  them. 
Later  he  will  contribute  a silky 
country  rock  solo  to  Why  / 
Was  Bom . 

It  is  also  in  these  more 
restrained  moments  that  sing- 
er Martin  Rossi  tor's  voice 
works  best.  Dressed  in  a suit 
and  open-necked  shirt,  he 
resembles  a rather  staid  mem- 
ber of  the  professional  classes. 
He  is  flanked  by  a rhythm 
section  — Kevin  Miles  (bass) 
and  Matt  James  (drums)  — of 
similarly  stolid  aspect  His 
singing,  though,  is  all  passion- 
ate torment  He  is  also  master 
of  the  dramatic  pause.  Mid- 
way through  the  lovely  Speak 
To  Me  Someone,  the sofig  cuts 
dead.  Rossiter  waits  and  waits 
and  waits,  restarting  with  a 
sense  of  drama  that  Shirley 
Bassey  might  envy. 

All  this  anguish  and  drama 
is  framed,  however,  by  a touch 
of  irony.  The  stage  recreates  a 
1950s  provincial  theatre:  red 
velvet  curtains  edged  with 
gold  tassles  form  a prosceni- 
um arch.  Maybe,  it  suggests, 
all  the  passion  is  only  play- 
acting- The  effect  is  to  add  a 
mildly  discomfiting,  alienat- 
ing edge  to  a dever  show. 

John  Street 


Suspect  by  name  and  eccentric  by  instrumentation,  Morphine  have  made  it  against  all  odds.  David  Sinclair  reports 

Mr  Sandman,  send  me  a dream 


If  there  is  one  thing  we 
have  learnt  about  Ameri- 
can pop  in  the  1990s  it  is 
that  we  should  never 
wnte  off  ihe  outsiders.  From 
the  hardcore  punk  of  Nirvana 
to  the  geeky,  oddball  pop  of 
Beck  and  Eels,  ~ alternative" 
performers  are  no  longer  con- 
tent to  languish  in  the  margins 
of  rock.  Instead,  they  have 
successfully  re-educated  the 
ears  of  mainstream  audiences 
to  the  peculiar  requirements  of 
their  music,  with  spectacular 
results. 

Even  so.  what  hope  of  chart 
success  is  there  for  a trio  from 
Boston.  Massachusetts,  called 
Morphine,  with  a line-up  fea- 
turing only  a baritone  saxo- 
phonist. a drummer  and  a 
singer  who  plays  a two- 
stringed slide  bass  guitar? 

Ftill  of  sinuous  grace  and 
neat,  punchy  tunes,  their 
fourth  album.  Like  Swim- 
ming. is  their  most  commer- 
cially. viable  work  yet.  But 
surely  such  music,  with  its 
dark,  woozy  textures,  implied 
jazz  leanings  and  idiosyncratic 
disdain  for  treble  frequencies, 
is  never  going  ro  be  more  than 
an  acquired  taste  for  the 
cognoscenti? 

Not  according  to  Mark 
Sandman,  the  group's  singer 
and  songwriter.  “Right  from 
the  start  we've  had  noticeably 
diverse  audiences,"  he  says. 
“People  with  skateboards  and 
people  with  babysitters  at  the 
same  shows.  Our  music  has 
been  used  in  television  shows 
and  movies  and  as  back- 
ground music  for  sports  shows 
and  during  the  links  in  die 
MTV  Awards,  and  to  me  that 
means  it's  an  accessible 
sound." 

And,  although  in  Britain 
and  Europe  Morphine  remain 
attarhaH  to  the  small,  indepen- 
dent record  label  Rykodisc.  in 
America  they  have  just  signed 
a deal  with  Dreamworks,  the 
new  .company  with  major 
promotional  muscle  that  is 
home  fo  George  Michael  and 
die  Eels.  Long  admired  as 
underground  heroes  and  dar- 
lings of  the  critics.  Morphine 
are  suddenly  starting  to  look 
like  big  league  contenders. 

Yet  it  all  started  so  casually. 
Sandman,  horn  player  Dana 
Colley  and  original  drummer 
Jerome  Deupree  (later  re- 
placed by  Billy  Conway]  had 
all  played  in  various  other 
bands  before  they  drifted  to- 
gether to  form  Morphine. 
With  their  mirumalist  instincts 
and  loose,  adventurous  per- 
forming style,  they  had  no 
trouble  fitting  into  Boston's 


'Our  music  has  been  used  in  television  shows  and  movies  and  during  the  links  in  the  MTV  Awards.  To  me  that  means  it’s  an  accessible  sound."  says  Morphine’s  Mark  Sandman 


relaxed  and  Quid  musical  en- 
vironment with  its  network  of 
impromptu  loft  parties  and 
word-of-mouth  gigs,  so  unlike 
the  formal,  and  highly 
pressurised,  dub  scenes  in 
New  York  and  Los  Angeles. 

“We  kept  it  pretty  low-key. 
practically  a secret."  Sandman 
says  in  his  deep,  sleepy  drawl. 
“There  was  no  hype,  and 
really  no  ambition  either.  Our 
focus  was  to  develop  this  core 
sound  that  we  had. 

"On  tilie  first  album  [Good. 
released  in  1992]  1 played  a 
one-string  bass,  which  meant 
everything  was  in  the  same 
key.  At  that  time  we  were  big 
into  the  key  of  D.  We’ve 
opened  it  out  a bit  since  then. 
This  new  album  we’re  check- 
ing out  the  key  of  A” 

The  band's  unique  sound 
rests  on  the  twin  pillars  of 
Sandman’s  slinky  bass  tines 
and  Colley’s  equally  deep, 
grumpy  horn  parts.  An  admir- 


er of  jazz  saxophonist  John 
Coltrane,  Colley  has  been 
influenced  on  a more  practical 
level  by  the  guitar  playing  of 
Jimi  Hendrix  and  Billy  Gib- 
bons of  ZZ  Top.  while  Sand- 
man also  throws  Muddy 
Waters  and  Prince  into  his 
personal  mix  of  favourites. 

Originally  a guitarist  him- 
self. Sandman's  fascination 
with  customised  instruments 
goes  back  to  the  days  when  he 
played  in  an  unknown  group 
called  Supergroup  alongside 
Chris  Ballew,  another  two- 
stringed  bass  player,  who  has 
since  Found  fame  and  fortune 
with  the  Presidents  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

“When  we  were  in 
Supergroup  we  used  to  spon- 
taneously compose  pop  songs 
based  on  titles  suggested  by 
the  audience,  and  do  all  kinds 
of  crazy  improvisarional 
sruff."  Sandman  says.  "Chris 
is  a master  at  making  up 


lyrics,  an  absolute  genius.  We 
used  to  tape  the  shows  and  we 
got  a lot  of  ideas  that  evefituai- 
ly  became  real  songs  for  both 
Morphine  and  the  Presidents. 
Their  song  Kitty  is  named 
after  the  cat  that  lives  in  my 
house.  Morphine’s  song  Shei- 
la is  about  its  owner." 

Sandman's  noir-ish  lyrics 
are  the  perfect  foil  for  the 
band's  languid  sound.  ‘1  move 


slowly  underwater.  I know  my 
way  around."  he  sings  on 
Wishing  Well,  while  his  bass 
laps  fitfolly  around  the  ankles 
of  the  beat.  "Early  to  bed,  early 
to  rise/Makes  a man  and 
woman  miss  out  on  the  night 
life."  he  warns  over  the  tip-toe 
funk  riff  of  Early  to  Bed. 

“Night  life  is  what  happens 
after  dark."  Sandman  says. 
"IPs  not  necessarily  pouring 


lots  of  liquor  into  your  stom- 
ach. We’re  not  a hard-partying 
band.  But  I would  say  we  are 
definitely  nocturnal.” 

The  dark  comers  are  what 
make  the  band’s  music  so 
intriguing.  “The  day  they  find 
a cure  for  pain  is  the  day  f 
throw  my  drugs  away."  Sand- 
man sang  on  the  title  track  of 
their  1993  album.  Cure  for 
Pain.  But  isn’t  Morphine  a 


pretty  sinister  choice  of  name 
for  a pop  group? 

“You  could  look  at  it  that 
way.  IPs  a drug  that  is  used 
routinely  in  hospitals  for  re- 
lieving pain.  There’s  nothing 
sinister  about  that."  Sandman 
says,  rather  disingenuously. 
“It’s  just  a name  that  stuck." 

• Morphine’s  album.  Like  Swim- 
ming. is  released  by  Rykodisc  on 
Monday 
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DAVID  HELFGOTT 

Whose  story  is  told  in  the  acclaimed  film  “SHINE” 
plays  the  complete 

RACHMANINOV 

piano  CONCERTO  NO.  3 

f0UR  PRELUDES  • SONATA  NO.  2 


Andys 

Records 

DAVID 

HELFGOTT 

Plays  Rachmaninov 

Hear  him  nowon  our 
listening  posts 

ASHTON-UNOER-LYNE  BARROW-IN-FURNESS 
BARNSLEY  BEDFORD  BEVERLEY  BLACKBURN 
BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS  BOLTON  CAMBRIDGE 
CANNOCK  CHELMSFORD  COLCHESTER 
DONCASTER  GRIMSBY  HALIFAX  HULL  IPSWICH 
KINGS  LYNN  LANCASTER  LICHFIELO  LINCOLN 
LOUGHBOROUGH  LOWESTOFT  MANSFIELD 
NORWICH  OLDHAM  PETERBOROUGH 
PRESTON  ROCHDALE  SCARBOROUGH  . 
SHEFFIELD  - MEADOWHALL  SOUTHPORT 
■.YS.trrcUi  •.‘.'ARRINGTON  \V 0 R * r S T E 3 

LOOK  IN-STORE  FOR... 


outnowoncd 


eST  INDEPENDENT  RETAILER  - 93*9 


[where  ‘flatters 


CROWDED  HOUSE  TRAINSPOTTING 

Recurring  Dream  Original  Soundtrack 

•The  Best  of  Crowded  House  BRIT  AWARD  WINNER 


ROLLING  STONES 

Voodoo  Lounge 


EXPECT  TO  PAY  NO  MORE  THAN  £9.90 


BUY  TWO  AND  COLLECT  ONE  OF  FOUR  II J l| \)srM 
CENTENARY  COLLECTION  CD'S  Mill 

AT  ALL  PARTICIPATING  RECORD  SHOPS  WHILST  STOCKS  LAST 
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CHOICE  1 


Andy  Warhol 
features  in  the 
new  exhibition 
Painterly  Pop 


VENUE:  Today  at 
the  Tate  Gallery 


CHOICE  2 


OPERA  1 


OPERA 2 


S-CtlH'1'  3 


A Woody  Allen 
premiere  for 
the  Bradford 
Film  Festival 


THE’ 


TIMES 


VENUE:  From  today 
at  PicturevUle 


ARTS 


Curtain  up  on 
a fascinating 
new  work  about 
the  tangled  lives 
of  the  Spanish 
conquistadors 


At  Covent  Gardeii 
the  revived 
Tosco  benefits 
from  a burst 
of  vintage 
Russian  histrionics 


* 0 


£ 


LONDON 


NYMAN  AND  STRAVINSKY-  In  the 
event's  concert  al  7 30pm,  Andieu< 
□avis  conducts  me  BBC  Symphony 
OiUmiiia  m Stravm3fcy'3  Petio phone 
and  Oaeffcw;  Rea  WlUiLouiw Writer, 
soprano  John  Mart.  AnsJey  and  Jon 
Gan  eon.  letters.  Alan  C^ye.  baritone. 
Siephen  Richardson.  bass,  me  BBC 
Symphony  Chores  and  New  London 
Children's  Choir  Tomorrow,  ai  7 30pm 
me  PtiHharmonte  Orchestra  performs 
the  .vortd  premiere  oi  Michael  Nyman's 
Double  Concerto  lor  sa/npheme  and 
cello,  logether  with  Nyman's  MGV. 
Sensemava  by  Rwuefras.  and 
Schulhol  S Third  Symphony  With  the 
Michael  Nyman  Band.  John  Harfe. 
■uroptane.  and  Julian  Lloyd  Webber. 
w#a  The  conductor  s Jair»»  Judd 
Festival  Hall.  South  Bar*.  SE I (0171. 
960  42421  Tonight  and  tomorrow. 

7 30pm. 


WEEKEND  CHOICE 


A daily  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
complied  by  Gillian  Maxey 


Kong  Kang  cinema,  and  looks  at  the 
career  of  Stanley  Kramer. 

NaHonai  Muaewi  at  Photography, 
FVm  and  Television.  RcbsevBe  10127* 
773393)  Today-March  22. 


live  -concert  senes,  titled 
Rostropovich. 70  Meanwhile  STwre  and 
Mr  ftr'iabte  are  Jusr  some  ol  the  fims 
bemg  shown  at  ita  m«d  Australian 
Film  Festival  (today -March  13) 
Barbican  Stt  Sheet.  EC2 10171-638 
88311  ® 


MANCHESTER  Kara  Vonk  conducts 
me  Cologne  Radio  Symphony 
OnJiniba  m Brahms's  Vain  Concerto 
in  D and  Synphory  No  4 
Bridget* atar  Hall.  Lower  Mosley 
Street  (0161  -9079-3001  Sunday. 
7.30pm  G 


OPERA:  A Myron  Fink  premiere  in  America;  a change  of  Tosca  at  Covent  Garden 

Defenders  of  their  faith 


KEN  HOWARD 


ROSTROPOVICH,  SCHUBERT  CT 
AU  Schubert — A Contemporary 
Celebration,  dowsed  by  the  wotoisi 
Gtdon  Kremor.  contrasts  the  composer's 
CAdjiSlid  chamber  music  with 
contemporary  works  In  Ihe  secorri  or 
sc,  eoncens  [tonight.  7.J3pmi. 

Hat bison's  Piano Quartet,  l9rh 
ftovember  — based  on  a ’heme 
by  Schubert  — and  Schnittke  s Stung 
Tro  are  given  with  Schubert  s Trout 
Gu  infer  Tomoncw.  at  7 30pm  Msbslav 
Rostropovich  eetebraies  te  7uth 
birthday  by  conducting  the  London 
Sympnorri  Orchestra  in  the  list  or  a 


TATE  Trw  gallery's  programme  o» 
Now  Displays  incajdes  two  new 
e-hibrftohs  Pan&t/Fop  nductes 
Warhol  s Marilyn  ttpryca  and 
Recotfecrrons  <wpkjres  the  ihemes  ol 
memory  and  remembrance 
Tata  GaBery.  Mflbanl  <0171-887 
BCtiO)  Both  exhlBrt*jrra  open  today 
Daily.  i0am-550pm  £] 


STRATFORD  Kahe  MbM'3 
production  oITIm  Passion.  based  an 
our  medieval  mystery  plays,  joins  The 
Creation  m reperttwe.  with  complete 
performances  on  Thurs  and  Sat 
Tha  Other  Place.  Southern  Lwie 
/01789  23562»  Opens  tonight  7pm 
latter  The  Creation,  i 30pm) 


The  subject-matter  of 
Myron  Fink’S  new  op- 
era, closely  based  on 
fact  and  premiered  in 
San  Diego  on  Saturday,  is 
perfectly  riveting.  When  Ferdi- 
nand and  fsabella  expelled  the 
Jews  from  Spain,  those  who 
stayed  and  nominally  convert- 
ed to  Christianity  — the 
converses  — remained  prey  to 
the  Inquisition.  Many  tried 
their  luck  in  the  New  World:  it 
is  estimated  that  a quarter  of 


LONDON  GALLERIES 


ELSEWHERE 


BRADFORD  The  ttwd  Bradford  Ftm 
Festival  encompasses  the  best  of 
world.  rrdwponOent  and  classic 
•.rtdesereen  cinema  This  year  s evert 
ope-ns  aiw  ihe  world  piemiete  of  SWf 
Upper  Ups  diecied  by  Gary  Smyor 
Other  premieres  include  Woody  Mien's 
Everyone  Says  I Lovo  Yiou.  and 
Gwlfock  d with  Tun  Roth  In  addition, 
me-  festival  apprises  the  diwiroe  output  of 


British  Museum  Modem 
Scancftnavun  Prints  (01 71-636  15561 
Camden  Arts  Centra'  Paraen[m)s 
(0171-435  2643).  Ctutotophar  HuQ 
ZoeBenbow  Recent  Pantmgs  (0171- 
235  0500)  Dover  Strata  Kata 
Malone  10171-409  1540). 

Gasworks  John  Dctj^I  Parsings  and 
Pnrts  (0171-735  3445) . National 
Young  Garrsboraugh  (01 71-747  2885) 
Rcdtem.  Wiliam  Gear  A Golden 
Jubilee  ExMMtan  (0171-734  1732)  . 
Westminster  The  Society  of  Womwi 
Artists'  136th  Annual  Open  EtabMon 
■0171-222  2723) 


The  Conquistador 

Civic  Theatre, 
San  Diego 


n ART  Altwi  Frnrwv.  Tom  Courteru, 
and ► en  Stott  m an  e icapnonally 
rramanQ  drama  about  (nendshp. 
unspoken  ic  sentmem  and  an  almost  au- 
r.hiic  canvas  Manhavr  Warchus 
cfiieels  Last  week  lot  presort  cast 
Wyndham's  Channq  Cross  RoaJ 
WC2  (0171-369  1 738)  Tue  Sal.  8pm: 
rrulo  Wed.  3prn  Sat  and  Sun.  5pm 

□ ATTEMPTS  ON  HER  UFE  Further 
strut  rural  changes  at  this  the-'dre  lot  Tim 
Altxry  s attaiuouo  staging  of  a new 
Mann  Gimp  play  a mosaic  Of  scenes 
building  into  a poet  -nodi-mi  it  pari  rail 
ol  a modem  vxyrvin 

Royal  Court  Circta  and  Stags, 
Ambasaadon.  West  Street,  WCS 
iQ  1 7 1 ■ 565  5000).  Previews  begirt 
lomgrt.  7 45prr.  OfKns  March  12.  7pm. 
Thor  Mon-Sal.  7 45pm  mats  Sal  (from 
F.taich  I5i.  4pm 

□ THE  CRIPPLE  OF  INISHMAAN 

Set  on  a remote  lush  nie.  with  erceileni 
pi.'>,Tng  [Ruaidhr  Conroy  as  the  young 
arpptei  Mann  McOonagh's  second 
play  has  4s  laults  but  is  lively  and 
sharp))  comic 

National  (Cotiestoei.  South  Bart- . 5E 1 
10171-9382252)  Toraghi-Wed.  7 30pm. 
mais  Sat  and  Wed.  2 30pm  in  rep  @ 

□ THE  GENERAL  FROM  AMERICA 
James  Laurenson  and  Conn  Redgrave 
play  Arnold  and  Washington.  tKadmg  a 
tme  cast  m Ridraid  Nelson's  play 
soncemod  with  tieachoy  but  only 
faintly  suggesting  mo1  ores 

PH  Barbican  Cenhe.  EC2  (0171438 
8891)  Tonight  and  tomorrow.  7 15cm. 
mat  SaL  2pm  Iniep 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston's  assessment 
of  theatre  showing  in  London 


■ House  full,  returns  only 
E Some  seats  available 
□ Seats  at  all  prices 


□ IVANOV  Ralph  Ferres  heads  a 
splendid  casi  that  mdudos  Hamel 
Waiter  and  Oliver  Ford  Davies,  in 
Jonathan  Kent  s excellent  production  of 
Chekhov's  fits:  produced  play 
Almeida  Aimada  Steel.  N1  (01 71-359 
44041  Mon-Sat.  7 30pm  mats  Sal.  3pm 
UnU  ApnIS 


Ovtmberlaun  tor  dwetng  on  what 
happens  whan  a politician  spends  a 
night  with  a married  woman.  Fdfioty 
Kendal  and  Mvdiaet  Penring  ton  head  a 
zp&vM  cast 

Old  Vic.  Waterloo  Road.  SE1  (01 71  • 

428  7616)  Now  previewing,  7 30pm 
Opens  March  14. 7.30pm.  C&Md  Nine 
ions  the  rcpertoae  on  March  10. 

□ WOMEN  ON  THE  VERGE  OF 
HRT-  Hit  Irish  comedy  by  Made  Jones, 
directed  by  Pam  Brighton,  with  Marla 
Jones  and  Eicon  Pollock  as  two  women 
devoted  to  the  singer  Dariel  (yDonnafl. 
and  Pheilm  Drew  as  tne  yourg  water 
who  answers  then  fantasies 
VaudevOe,  Strand.  WC2  (0171-836 
K87)  Mon-Sat,  7 4Spm;  mats  Thors 
and  SaL  3pm. 


Q NINE  YessorvKoprt  mus»ia(  based 
an  Felimi  s S'-  Style  ekAxited  above 
subsiance  Pretty  tracks 
Don  mar  Warehouse.  Earfham  Street 
WC2  (0171-369  17321  Final 
piYf.jrmances  tonight  and  tomorrow. 

? 30prri  mat  Sal  3pm 


LONG  RUNNERS 


□ Btood  Brathers  PhoerEx  10171-369 
17331  □ The  Complete  Works  of 


WUfiam  Shakespeare  (Abridged): 

Cmenon  (0171-389  1737)  . □ An 


□ ST  NICHOLAS  Brian  Co*  plays  a 
smug  theatre  cnftc  who  fails  for  a young 
acires<  /.tucki  protabivdciesnT  prove 
a good  move  One-mart  play  ivmten  and 
direct ed  Dy  Conor  M-^h arson 
Bush.  Sliecnefxf,  Bush  >3reen.  W12 
>0181-743  3388)  Mon-Sal.  8pm 


□ WASTE  Peter  Hall's  boW  new 
scvt-.-nv-his-a-wcci  repertory  slans 
/nth  'iafv.vortny  s igor  diama 
Or-j'Mil,-  banned  by  me  Lord 


Cmenon  (0171-389  1737|  . □ An 
Inspector  Cafis  Gamete  (0171-494 
5065)  □ Jew  Chrtat  Super  star 

Lyceum  (0171-656  1807)  B Las 
MMrablee-  Palace  (0171-434  0309) 
B Miss  Saigon:  Diury  Lane  (01 71  -494 
5400)  □ The  Mousetrap: 

Si  Maim  s 10171-838 1443).  . 

B Ofiveri.  Patadkm  (0171  494  50201 
■ The  Pbwdoni  of  Ihe  Opera.  Har 
Majesty's  (0171-494  5400) . . . 

B Startght  Express:  ApoBo  Vctorta 
(0171-4166054) 

Ticket  information  supplied  by  Society 
of  London  Theatre 


NEW  RELEASES 


♦ BLOOD  AND  WINE  :I6|  Seed') 
ach. enures  ol  wine  merchani  Jack 
HichCJMn  S-tyfch  potboiter  bam 
director  Bob  Rafetson 
Odeon  Haymariiet  (0181-315  42i2i 
Ritzy  (0171-7372121)  Virgins:  Fulham 
Road  (0171-370  2636:  Trocadero  @ 

(01 71-434  0031 1 Warner  West  End 
■0171-437  4343) 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown's  assessment  of 
(Tims  in  London  and  (where 
indicated  with  the  symbol  ♦ ) 
on  release  across  the  country 


Ctoe&c  and  A Fish  Called  Wanda  leant. 
With  Kevin  Klme.  Jamie  Lee  Curtis 
Director.  Robert  Young 
Empire  (0990-888  990)  Odeon  Swiss 
Cottage  (0181-315  42201  DC  I 
WhKsleys  15(0990  888990)  Virgins: 
Fulham  Road  (0171-370  2636) 
Trocadero  Q (01 71  -434  0031 1 


Cortez’s  forces  in  the  invasion 
of  Mexico  were  Jewish.  Once 
there,  many  converses  prac- 
tised their  religion  in  secret,  as 
they  had  in  Spain,  but  the 
Inquisition  followed  and  root- 
ed them  out;  some  escaped 
northwards  to  what  is  now 
New  Mexico,  where  up  to  our 
own  time  Christian  and  Jew- 
ish worship  remain  inter- 
mingled. 

Fink’s  protagonist  is  Don 
Luis  de  CarvajaJ  (a  legitimate 
conflation  of  two  members  of 
an  historical  family),  ruthless 
military  commander  and  am- 
bitious provincial  governor. 
His  family  still  celebrate  the 
sabbath,  and  try  to  persuade 
him  to  join  them  in  following 
the  faith  of  their  ancestors,  but 
he  is  — as  the  phrase  goes 
nowadays  — “in  denial".  In 
the  eyes  of  the  authorities  he  is 
also  too  soft  on  the  conquered 
Indians,  joining  with  the  Fran- 
ciscan monk  Bernardino  de 
Sahagun  (another  historical 
figure)  in  educating  rather 
than  merely  enslaving  them. 
Don  Luis’s  family  is  tortured 


•-T  mg'  | 

• 7 - — '^vv  .•  y * 


fire  luurit- 


“The  production,  efficiently  conducted  by  Karen  Keltner.  was  dominated  by  Jerry  Hadley’s  performance  as  Don  Luis’1 


by  the  Inquisition  and  burnt 
alive;  he.  having  been  less 
than  stalwart  in  their  defence, 
falls  from  grace  and  dies  in 
prison. 

So  here  is  a protagonist  of 
potentially  Oedipal  tragic  stat- 
ure. on  a voyage  of  self- 


IRMAVEP  Hong  honguargefsin 
deep  water  stapling  a Fietai  him 
Piaylu)  oddity  Ironi  chiectm  OOvni 
Assayas  wnti  Maggie  Cheung 
Everyman  <0171-435  15251 ICA 
Cinema  (0171-930  3647) 


ABC  Shafteobory  Awnue  (01 71  836 

62791 


CURRENT 


« JERRY  MAGUIRE  1 15)  A sports  PR 
agero  gets  a conscience  Eniovabie.it 
gveilong  comedy,  with  Oscar- 
nomraled  Torri  Cruse 
Ctaptam  Picture  House  (0171-498 
33231  Empire  )0990  888390)  Odoons: 
Kensington  (0181-3154214)  Marble 
Arch  (0181-3154216)  Swiss  Cottage 
<0181-31542201  UCl  WhUeteya® 
(0990  88E990)  Virgins:  Chelsea  (0171- 
3S2  5096)  Fulhwn  Road  (0171  -370 
2636)  Trocadero  B (0 1 7 1 434  003 1 1 


BOUND  r >8)  Fla-J^  thriller  about  k/io 
so*r y 'esOiars  am  a pied  Mob  money. 
v»rth  Jermter  Tidy  and  Gina  Gerstan 
Deeded  by  the  WadKw/shi  brothers. 
ABC  Tottenham  Court  Road  (0171- 
6366148.1  Ciaptvwn  Picture  House 
(0171-4983323)  Odeorts:  Kensington 
<0161-315  42141  Mezzanine  <0181-315 
4215)  Ritzy  (0171-737  2121 1 VIrgkis: 
Chelsea  (0171  3525096)  Haymartnt 
(0171-839  1527) 


• MARS  ATTACKS!  M2r  Tim 
Burton's  sly  and  star  studded  spool  ol 
the  ahen  invasion  movie,  vrtth  Jack 
Nicholson  and  Glenn  Close 
Oapbam  Picture  House  (0171 -498 
3323)  Notttng  HSI  Coronet  S (pi  71- 
727  6705)  Odoons:  Marble  Arch 
<0181-315  42161  Swiss  Cottage  <0181- 
3154220)  Ritzy  (0171-73721211 
Screen/Green  t01 71-226  3520)  Ud 
Whltoteya®  (0990  888990)  Vtrghw: 
Fulham  Road  (0 171-370  26361 
Traeadaro  £1(0171-4340031)  Warner 
Weal  End  (0171-437  4343} 


discovery  culminating  in  a 
prison  scene  where,  confused 
as  to  which  God  he  should 
pray  to.  Hebrew  words  are 
finally  forced  from  his  lips  — 
an  epic  moment  The  only 
doubt  about  Donald  More- 
land's detailed  libretto  apart 
from  its  daringly  widescreen 
spread  — there  are  14  princi- 
pal roles  and  a cast  of  more 
than  100  — is  the  invention  of 
operatic  love  interest:  Don 
Luis  seeks  lo  marry  the  Vice- 
roy’s niece,  which  triggers  the 
initial  investigation  of  his  fam- 
ily. This  gives  opportunities 
for  conventional  soprano-ten- 
or duets,  but  perhaps  dilutes 
the  meatier  issues  already  set 
before  us. 

As  for  Fink  (bom  1932),  it  is 


tempting  to  draw  comparisons 
with  Pfitzner.  He  has  spent  his 
life  as  professor  of  composi- 
tion in  leading  US  institutions. 
His  idiom  is  conservative,  and 
as  he  himself  wryly  remarks, 
those  whose  appreciation 
stops  dead  with  Puccini  will 
find  him  dangerously  cacoph- 
onous. while  modernists  will 
think  him  hopelessly  reaction- 
ary: in  our  terms  his  musical 
language  lies  somewhere  be- 
tween Vaughan  Williams  and 
Brinen.  His  score  is  expertly 
crafted,  ingeniously  orches- 
rroied  (words  easily  audible), 
"correct"  in  every  way:  but  as 
with  Palestrina,  those  indefin- 
able elements  of  inspiration 
and  melos  are  only  intermit- 
tently evident.  He  illustrates 


rather  than  leads  — let  alone 
overtakes  — the  librerto. 

San  Diego  Operas  produc- 
tion. efficiently  conducted  by 
Karen  Keltner,  was  dominat- 
ed by  one  towering  perfor- 
mance. that  of  Jerry  Hadley  as 
Don  Luis,  and  no  praise  could 
be  too  high  for  a lenor  of  his 
international  stature  commit- 
ting himself  so  whole- 
heartedly to  new  work.  He 
was  in  ringing  voice,  and 
brought  a glowing  intensity  to 
his  impersonation.  There  were 
vivid  performances  from 
Kenneth  Cox  as  Father  Ber- 
nardino. the  framing  narrator, 
and  Louis  Ofey  and  John 
Duykers  as  the  villainous 
Viceroy  and  Inquisitor.  Adria 
Firestone  was  especially  tell- 


ing as  Luis's  sister,  and  Eliza- 
beth Hynes  went  through  the 
motions  as  the  love  interest. 

Had  the  director  Sharon  Ott 
had  more  than  just  two-and-a- 
half  weeks  to  rehearse  so 
complex  a show,  she  might 
have  got  beyond  mere  traffic 
direction  — the  direct  address 
to  die  audience  built  into  ihe 
libretto  could  certainly  be  de- 
veloped. And  development  is 
what  Conquistador  deserves: 
some  discreet  trimming  (we 
were  in  the  theatre  for  nearly 
four  hours),  some  sharpening, 
some  workshopping:  the  perti- 
nent subject-matter  alone 
should  guarantee  the  opera  a 
future. 


Rodney  Milnes 


Russian  spice  in  a favourite  dish 


Monev  a bit: 


NORMAL  UFE  (18|  Aamey  Judo  and 
LijV-3  PetTy  out  al  control  Start 

enme  drama  Irom  dnecro  John 
Mc*laughlc<n 

ABC  Piceadmy  10171-437  3561)  NFT 
(0171-928  32321 


SWANN  (15)  Local  Canadian  poet 
fueli  a rnysiety  Ghjm  drama  win 
Btenda  Fnckei.  Mrancta  Rxtaidion 
Dtraciw.  Anna  Benson  Gvtes 


♦ THE  CRUCIBLE  ( 12)-  Waghly 
version  ol  Arttai  Malar's  p fay  about  1 7th- 
centuiy  wudhcrall.  with  Winona  Rvdei. 
Daniel  Day-Lewis  and.  bast  ol  ad.  Paul 
Scofield  Directs.  Ncholas  Hytne 
BarfafcanQ  10171-638  8891)  Odoons: 
Kensington  (0181  315  4214)  Leicester 
Square  (0181  -31 5 421 5)  Marble  Arch 
(0181-315  4216)  States  Cottage  (0181- 
315  4220)  retry  (01 71-737  2121)  UCl 
Whtteteys  £)  (0990  888990)  Virgin 
Cheteee  <01 71-352  50961 


♦ FIERCE  CREATURES  (PGl.  Bioad 
comedy  m an  English  zoo.  horn  John 


♦ THE  PORTRAIT  OF  A LADY  (12)' 
Jane  Campion's  <oly  elegant  adaptation 
ot  Henry  James,  with  Nicole  Kidman  as 
the  independent  American  sucked  Into  a 
mamage  in  Europe 
ABC  Tottenham  Court  Road  f 0 1 7 1 - 
636  6148)  BarfakranQ  (01 71-638  8891) 
Ctopham  Picture  House  (0171-498 
3323)  Grtefi  101 71-727  4043)  Lumiera 
(0171-8360691)  Phoenix  (0181-883 
2233)  Rk>  (01 71 -2S4  6677)  Ritzy  (0171- 
737  21 21 ) Scraan/Baher  Street 
(01 71 -935  2772)  Sereen/HBt  ® (01 71- 
435  3366)  UCl  WhNeleys®  10990 
888990)  Virgins:  Fuftam  Road  (01 71- 
3702636)  Haymartet  (0171-838  1527) 
WamorQ  (01 71-1374343)  Watermans 
(0181-5681176) 


When  all  around  is  shifting 
sands,  the  Rqyal  Opera's 
Tosco  can  be  relied  on  to  give 
at  least  an  illusion  of  stability  and 
continuity.  Who  cares  about  a leaking 
roof  when  Eric  Garrett’s  Sacristan  will 
be  there,  it  seems,  until  Judgment  Day 
with  his  mop?  The  choirboy  ring  o' 
rose s.  the  drifting  incense,  the  knife 
always  in  the  right  place  in  Act  II,  the 
creased  dawn  sky  behind  the  battle- 
ments: all  provide  a degree  of  reassur- 
ance for  the  operatically  scandal-worn. 

But  now,  into  this  cosy  landscape  of 
nicely  maturing  melodrama  enters 


Tosca 

Covent  Garden 


Maria  Guleghina.  The  Russian  sopra- 
no. who  made  her  Royal  Opera  debut 
as  Fedora  15  montlis  ago.  now  strides 
into  a role  that  is  the  very  incarnation 
of  her  histrionic  skills. 

She  is  an  imperious,  volatile,  proper- 
ly theatrical  Tosca  from  her  first 
moment  on  stage  until  her  last.  And  as 
the  body  sweeps  through  space,  the 
voice  is  both  powerful  and  controlled 


enough  to  find  resinous  melody  in  the 
loudest-  most  orchestrally  challenged 
passages:  and  the  imagination  is  keen 
enough  to  tune  the  senses  to  every 
passing  orchestral  soloist  every  verbal 
scent  of  thyme  or  rose. 

Guleghina  poses  a formidable  chall- 
enge to  any  Cavaradossi:  and  Keith 
Olsen,  re  aiming  to  the  role,  sounds 
only  serviceable  by  her  side,  and  at 
times  disconcertingly  threadbare  at  the 
top  of  his  register.  But  Guleghina  is 
cerrainly  equally  matched  with  her 
compatriot  Sergei  Leiferkus.  now  quite 
an  old  hand  as  Covent  Garden's 


Scarpia.  Like  the  diva  herself,  his  sheer 
physical  presence  never  fails  to  compel 
attention:  the  body  language  is  one  of 
urbane  irony,  and  the  natural  Sibil  an  ce 
of  the  voice  snakes  its  way  through 
vocal  lines  toughened  by  steel. 

The  essential  reinforcement  of  this 
revival  comes,  of  course,  from  the  pit. 
Edward  Downes  conducts  a spacious 
yet  firmly  moulded  account  of  the 
score,  with  some  marvellous  dense, 
dark  string  textures,  and  not  one 
familiar  moment  taken  for  granted. 


Hilary  Finch 


ART  GALLERIES 


THEATRES 


PARKIN  GALLERY  12  FeO-14  Mar 
1910  Portia!  of  a Ye*.  11  Mctoomb  1 
St  SW1  0171  235  8144  


OPERA  & BALLET 


Aibery  Theatre 
0171 389 1740  (no  t*g  tee) 
Tdednasta.  344  4444  (t*g  tee) 

EDDIE  CZARD 
NEILMULLARKEY 
STEPHEN  FROST 
SUM  WEBSTER 


CAMBRIDGE  494  5O0V4I6  6060 
344  4444(420  0000  l+ttg  tee) 
Grams  494  5454 
4166075/4133321/4365568 


DUCHESS  BOfcc  01 71 494  5075  (r® 
bkg  tee)  CC  01 71 3444444/4200000 
(will  tog  fee) 


COUSEUM  0171 632  B300  >24te) 
BiGUSH  NATIONAL  OPERA 
Toni S 00 

ORPHEUS  AND  EURYDICE 

Term  7 00 

FIGARO'S  WEDDING 


ONE  WORD  IMPROV 

“On*  Word  hnprav  Is  ab  fab”  tnd 
Tue-Sun  8pm  LAST  2 WEEKS 
MUST  END  16  MAR 


GREASE 

“Rutf,  furious,  thrffcg  & Am, 
fan,  ton”  D Mirrar 
TICKETS  AVAIABLE  APPLY  DAILY  TO 
BOX  OFFICE 

Moo-Sal  730pm.  Wed& Sat  Mg  ton 


MAUREEN  LIPMAN 


H9?  MAJESTY'S  C4H  494  5400 
(bkg  tee)  CC  344  4444/420  0000  (tee) 
Grps  494  5454/413  331 1/436  5588 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER'S 
AWARD  WINNING  MUSICAL 


UVEA  KIDDING 

Eves  8pm  Mats  Sal  3pm 
UMTCD  SEASON- 5 AffiL 


IHE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 


ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE  01 71  304 
4000  hr  Ba«  Office  & Standby  frio 
TidKOavabbteonitaday 
The  Royal  Opera 
Ton'l,  Toe.  Thu  7 30 
TOSCA 

Tono.Mui.  Wed  7.00 
COSI FANTUTTE 


ALDWYCH  0171  4166007/4200000 
C?4hrc/not*gtee| 

Group6  0l7l  4166075 

MICHAEL  ALEC 

GAMBON  McCOWEN , 


COMEDY  THEATTO 
0171 369 1731/0171 3«4  4444 
Rob  Morrow  n 


TOM  & CLEM 

anewptayby 

ST&HEN  CHURCHETT 

Directed  by 
RICHARD  WILSON 
Fted.  Pnce  Pnavs  from  9 Apr 
Operw  14  Apnf  af/XMpm 
Eves  7 30.  Wed  SSa  mats  3 


'BIRDY* 

By  WlSam  Wartort 

•BIRDY* 

Moo-Sal  3pm.  Thu  mat  3fm, 
Sal  mat  5pm 


FORTUNE  80 &CC  01 71 836 
2238/3128033 

EWAN  JAMES 

HOOPS?  SMMONS 

Susan  tWa 


D»WM  by  HAROLD  PRWCE 
NOW  BAG  TO  DEC  87 
Eves  7 45  Mats  Wed  & Si*  3X0. 
“coMoBo  Office  date  hr  returns 


'BIRDY- 

UiefwDiean 


THE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Stephen  Malstraa 
“The  most  ttoflZtag  and  chJUfag 
play  for  years”  D Mai 
NOW  M11S8IH  YEAR 
MtnSaiSprn 
Mats  Tubs  3pm  Sat  4pm 
Running  ttna  2hre 


LABATTS  APOLLO,  0171 416 
6050/420  0000344  4444  (fee)  416 
6075/436  5568  (grps,  tee) 

CUFF  RICHARD 


HEATHCUFF 

‘Spectacular,  abasifog'  DJUad 
Some  seals  mat  nAprf 
Men -Sd  8pm 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  B0  0171 
928  2252:  Gipe  0171 63)  0741;  24br 
cc  t*g  lee  0171  420  0000. 

Rease  aim  ertra  puray/paWng 
ton  because  ol  major  roarhvortes. 
OLMER  Ton'l  7.15.  Tomer  200  & 
715  GUYS  Am  DOLLS  Music 
and  lyrics  by  Frank  Laesser  Bock  by 
Jo  Staring  & Abe  Bums. 
LYTTELTON  Toni  730.  Terror 
Z30  6 730  (PREVIEWS)  LADY  IN 
THE  DARK  a musical  p (ay  by 
Moss  Hart  «n8i  lyres  by  Ira  GarstMin 
and  music  ty  Kut  We* 
COTTESLOE  TtmT  730.  Tomer 
2X  & 730  THE  CRIPPLE  OF 
INISHMAAN  a row  play  ty  Martin 
McDonagh.  PLATFORM  Taracs 
Cald.  300  Coflee  & RUNYON 
READINGS  I.  _i_ 


PHOENIX  0CVCC  0171  369 1733 
/344  4444/420  0000  (fee) 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 


BEST  MUSICAL 

OtvwrOaro  Awards 
Plays  & Ptayers/lvor  Novelo  Awards 
WHXY  RUSSELL'S 


BLOOD  BROTHERS 

-Brings  the  autSence  to  Its  feet, 
nd  roaring  fls  approver  D Mafl 
10THTRWWHANTYEAR 
Ew3  7 45  Mals  This  3pm  SJ  4pm 
NOW  BOOKING  UNTIL  JAN*98 


CRITERION  369  1737/3444444 
BESTCOMBIY 
Larance  OMa  Award  Ntrnhee 


THEATRES 


ADELPHI 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEB8BTS 


SUNSET 


BOULEVARD 

Stating 

PETU  LA  CLARK 

iMHR  CHSXT  CARD  B0O3NGS 
CAU.  344  0055  (6kg  lee) 

GPP  BCXJWNG  4 1 3 3302  ft*g  (ee) 
No  bodarg  fee  lor  Ad#rtt 
Bax  Oflce  Caters 

Raccnlednfefmafaondl7l  3798884 
Mon-Sal  7 45  Mats  71w  & Sat  3 00 

50  saata  held  M the  box  office 
firm  12pm  riaBy 
MUST  CLOSE  STHAPRft. 


ALDWYCH  0171  41660CQ.cc  Dkg  i 
fee  344  4444  Grps  0800  614  903  , 

Diana  RK3G  David  suchet 
n EDWARD  ALBEE^ 

WHO’S  AFRAID  OF 
VIRGINIA  WOOLF 
Or  twHowad&MK 
-A  MAJOR  TKATRCAL  EVOlT ' Std 
Mon-Sal  7.15pm  Sat  MM  2.15pm 
LAST3  WEBLS 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  cc  0171  416 
6055  OC  24ta  0 1 7 1 344  4444A)  1 71 
420  0000  Grpa  4 16  6Q75/413  3321 

Andrew  Uayd  Webber's 


REDUCED  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  in 

THE  COMPLETE  WORKS 
OF  WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE  (abridged) 

AI37Pl3ysn97Mnutes 

-Hfcffoiie''  Timas 
Mats  Dw  a 3.  Sat  a 5 
Sir  d 4.  Eves  ri  8pm 

TTE  COMPLETE  HtSTCXIY  OF 
AMERICA  (abridgad) 

Tuesday^  8pm 

IN  7TS  2ND  HILARIOUS  YEAR! 


STARIiGflTEXPRESS 

THE  FASTEST 
SHOW  ON  EARTH 
Vtote  IruMe  tuns  19  45  daly 
Tue  & Sat  3pm  TUrea  tan  £1250 

Edra  MatThura  3 April 


DOMINION  0171 658 18B5ID99Q 
2040334200000(1*0  fee)  lips  416 
0006/312 199710600  614903 
The  Magic  copies  aftra  an  stage 
DISNEY^ 

BEAUTY  AND  THE  BEAST 
ANEW  MUSICAL 
_PreystanApt  29:  now  bockng 


GARraCKOt  71 494  5G85312 1990 
(ro  tog  fee) 

WINNS)  OF 
19  MAJOR  AWARDS 
The  Roy*  Ntetanarnwabe 
Prednctfon 

PIP  SUZAME 

DONAGHY  BERTTSH 

BARKY  STANTON 
JBPneste/s 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

“T>SDLLING MUST  BE  SEEN” 

□Mai 

"TWO  HOURS  OF 
0ITH  BALLING,  VISUALLY 
STUNNING  DRAMAnD.Tri 

Mon- ffl  7 45.  Sal  500  fi  315. 
Wed  mat  230 


LONDON  PALLADIUM  B0/CC 
01 71 494  5020/344  4444  (£1 W seiv 
tog)  420  0000  Ops  0171 4200200 
ROBERT  LMJSAY 
BEST  ACTOR  IN  A MUSICAL 
Laurence  Qteter  A—rti 

-ROBarruNDSArs  fa oat  b 
FULL  OF  CHARM,  WARMTH  & 
GLEEFUL  CRIMMAUTY. 

A HOOT’D  Exp 
w 


NEW  LONDON  Druy  Lane  WC2  B0 
0171  405  0072  CC  0171 404  4079 
24hr  0 1 71 344  4444/420  0000 
Gips  0171 41333(1/436  585 

TIE /WHEW  ULHDWEBBBV 
T3.  EU07  NTBWATKM4L 
AwwmtwGuusiCAi 


PICCADILLY 01 71 369 1734 
344  4444/420  0000  (24  )isj 
Eves  8.  Mats  Wed  3 &S4S  I 

THE  PETER  HALL  COMPANY 
PETER  BOWLES 
CARMEN  HENRY 

SHVERA  McGEE 

ERIC  SYKES 
In  Motere's  toarous  comedy 

THE  SCHOOL  FOR  WIVES 
"POSttlVELY  GLTTTBnKG— 
TWS  IS  AS  GOOD  ASK  GETS" 
D.Mai 


COMPANY 

LONDON  (01 71 638  8B91) 
BARBX^N:  TRORJUS  AND 
CflESSIQA  ToiT  7.00 
THE  PIT:  THE  IXNBIAL  FROM 
AMERICA  Ton't  7 15 
STRATFORD  (01 789  295623/ cc 
0171  413  1452) 

RST  TIC  MBWY  WIVES  OF 
WINDSOR  Ton!  7.30 
SWAN.  UTILE  EYOLFTonT  7 30 
TOP  TTS  MYSTBQES:  THE 
CREATION  Today  1J0  THE 
PASSION  Toni  7 30  . 


VAUDEVILLE  01 71 836  9987  (no 
tog  fee)  cc  420  0000  (tog  te8) 
THE  NEW  IRISH  HK  COMEDYI 


WOMEN  ON 
THE  VERGE  OP 
HRT 


WVNDHAMS  369 17361344  4444 
- BEST  COMEDY 
Eve  Standard  Awonfe 
BEST  COMEDY 
Uwsnce  OMcr  Arrarris 


product  n 

„ IMPORT) 
SAFETY  ni 


by  Mane  Jones 

Uon-Sa  7.45pm.  Thu& Sal  met; 


OLIVER! 

3RD  IRREPRESSIBLE  YEAR 
LIONEL  BARTS  MASTERPECE 
YOU  CANT  ASK  FOR  MORE* 

aifcres 

Eves  7 X Mats  Wed  SSa  230 
SOME  GOOD  SEATS  AVAtt- 
NOW  FOR  WEEKDAY  PEHFS 


CATS 

Eves  7 45  Mats  Tua  SSa  100 
LATECOMERS  NOT  ADMITTED 
WHLE  AUDTTORHJM  IS  IN 
MOTION.  PLEASE  BE  PROMPT 
Ba^  apan  a S 45 

UMVTED  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
0AE.Y  FROM  BOX  OFFICE. 


ROYAL  COURT 01 71 565  5000 
cc  4200100  (24(15)  Downaafrs  (DtoB 
al  Yorks.  3 Marlin's  Lana)  THE 
SHALLOW  BID  by  Doug  Lucie 
Won-Sal  730  Sat  ma  130,86 15 
Mar.  urti  15  Mar.  Upsian 
(Arttassadors.  Wes  So  Starts  Tone** 
ATTEMPS  ON  HER  LIFE  by 
Martin  Crbnp.  Mon-SN  7.45  (7J»  12 
Mar)  Sal  mat  4.00  (tan  15  Mu)  Una 
5Arx_ 


VICTORIA  PALACE  BO  & a (no 
fee)  0171 834  J317cc  (tog  fee)  0171 
3444444/312 199V420  0000 
Groups  0)7)  312 1995 
/0171 436  5588  (no  fee) 

WINNER 

1996  OLMER  AWARDS 


“ART 

AnewpbybyYasmktaReza 
Trans  by  ChrteophEi  Hampton 
*Tly,  nrim  or  state  had  to  sea 
irNawYtATimaa 
Eves  8.  Mas  Wed  3.  Sat  SSui  5 


BEST  MUSICAL 


•J0LS0N* 

WITH  BRIAN  CONLEY 


To  advertise  in  this 
section  please  call 
The  Entertainments 
Team  on 


PRMCE  EDWARD  0171  4475400 
Fira  CM  420  01 00  a 344  4444 
Groups  420  (EOT 

WINNER 

BEST  CHOREOGRAPHS? 


OLD  VIC  0171 928  7616 
2«n  4200000  (no  tog  fee) 


Hie  Peter  Hall  Company 

Now  Ptaying  WASTE  by  Haitey 


ALBERT  THEATRE  00  A cc  01 71 
389  >730  cc  344  4444. 3125068  (No 
fees]  Grps  413  3321 . 3125083. 436 
5568  Prevewlrom  14  Aprl. 
Opens  1 7 Apri 

GARY  WTUdOT  ANN  CRUMB 
rt 


APOLLO  24hr«  0171  4945070. 
CC0171 3444444  (tog  tee) 
&jx  01 71  494  5451 

BEN  ELTON'S 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 
SS  a (Bfcg  tea)  Z4hr  7 dare  01 71  <94 
5000/344  4444/420  0000  Grps  494 
5*54/4133311/3128000 


GIELGUD  0171 4W 55577420 (BOO 

Grps  494  5454/420  Q20D 

ROMANCE.  ROMANCE 
IWo  New  Muafoate 
DorrtMtae,  Don't  UteM 

Evas  Bom  Mas  Thu &Sa  3am 


LYCEUM  CC  0(71 656 1806 
0990  500  800/344  4444/420  0000  (beg 
fee)  Grps  416  6076 
TWR1CE& 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBERS 


Now  Pteylng  WASTE  by  Hatley 
(hanvlle  Barker 
Fram  March  10  CLOUD  IME  by 
Carvl  ChurctiB 
From  MarchS  HURLYBURLYby 
David  Rabe 


BEST  NEW  MUSICAL 

LAURENCE  OLIVER  AWARDS 
“REAL  POWER  « PASSION 
A BLOCKBUSTER"  0.  Tel 
“A  BIG  MAGNIFiCBCr  BNC 
mjsical  A great  evbang 

Our"  S fines 

MARTIN  GUERRE 

BOUBUL  ft  SCHONBBUTS 
"MUSICAL  MASTERPECE” 
WHaTta 

Kton-Sa  7 *5  Mats  Ihur  & Sal  J XB 
HOW  BOOKING  TO  JAN  199B 


SAVOY  BO/cc  01 71 838  8888  CC  42D 
0000  (no  tog  fee)  Grps  420  0200 
SMON  CALLOW 
THE  IMPORTANCE  OF 
BEING  OSCAR 
Tha  Wit,  Triumph  & Tragedy 
at  Oscar  WDde 
byMcheal  MacUanmo/r 
PteMStanUm  Opens  18  Mar 


“A  RESOUNDING  HTT' 

Sunday  Tetegraph 
Evgs,  Tubs  lo  Sal  730,  Mate  Wed  8 
Sa  300  Earagwcalh  price  mat 
Thurs«300sUTOg 
AtenStawart 

3 weekeW  London  engagement  1 
arxte  prior  to  World  Tour. 


0171  680  6222 


0171 481 9313 


t!  K:-. 


CLASSICAL  CONCERTS 


ST  MARTINS  0171 836  1443  Eves 
B,  Tue245i  S45A8 


Royal  Festival  Hall 

InntaSlanla, 


AGATHA  CHRISTIE’S 
THE  MOUSETRAP 
45th  YEAR 


JESUS  CHRIST 


7 days  a wwk/10  parts.  ■ mek 

Mon-Smal  730.  Thi& Sat  mats  23D  ■ 
Sunatl30or4.00.Tictetsei0-E19  , 


POPCORN 

Previews  from  20  March 


THE  GOODBYE  GffiL 
Book  by  Ne4  Simon.  Music  by  Itaivii 

Harrttscfi,  Lyres  by  David  Zippel. 
Adcffional  fyncs  by  Don  (feto  Evjp 
MomFrl  8pn.  Wed  MJ  3pm. 

Sate  5 &8  30pm 


APOLLO  THEATRE  0171  494  5072 
0171 420  0000  (bkg  tee) 

FASCINATING  AIDA 

MOuNa  dnpir  the  D Taf 

Uon -54  8 00  Mars  Sal  3A0 
UNTIL  SAT  1JMAB  ONLY 


MISS  SAIGON 

"THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF  QURTaC 

now  m ns 

BTH  EXIRAORiniAffr  YEAH! 

Eves  7 45  Mae  Wad  & Sar  3pm 
Good  seels  aval  tar  Wed  Md 
& some  parts- apply  B.O. 
FOR  TELEPHONE/POSTAL 
BOOKINGS  S PStSOKAL 

callers 

0171  494  SOSO  (BKG  FEE) 


HAYMARKET 930  8800  (ho  tog  fete 
344  4444/420 0000 (Mtfi  tog  fee) 
MorhStf  745pmMas7hir&5af3pm 


JESSICA  LANGE 

“MAGMFK»n"NolW 
TOBY  IMOGEN 

STEPHSiS  STUBBS 

Tumwaaee  WBiiiim' 


A STREETCAR 


SUPERSTAR 

“Sonde  SMwara  Radng  Dawn 
The  Spin*"  QTategraph 
Ewa74S  MatsWea&Sat3 
(no  tog  tee  hr  peracnal  cMos  a ihe 
Lycam  box  office  1 0ari-8pnD 
£15  Uriels  lor  sfadert5  wai  Mon-Thu 
aBbaohabteteadvanca 
Now  booldng  to  September 
Sgrft  rads  aval  a door  Men -Tlti 


PALACE  THEATRE  0171  -434  090B 
cc  2*«s  (tog  te^  0171-344  4444  (tog 
lee)  Grps  0171 4133311 
THE  WORLD'S  HOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 


PRMCE  OF  WALES  0171 839  5987 
FW  CBl  420  0000  CC  344  4444  Gqu 
420  0200  freephone  0800  614903 
-HOT  FROM  BROADWAY,  AND  I 
MEAN  SMOKIN'.  ENOUGH 
ENERGY  TO  ELECTRIFY  A 
CfTY."  D Mai 

GRAMMY  AWARD  WWMNG 
MUSICAL 


STRAND  THEATRE  Bo*  OH  & cc 
(no  lee)  01 71 930  8800 
Cc:  (tog  feel  0171  344  4444/4200000 
Groups  01 71  413  3321 AH  71  436  5588 

'BUDDY’ 

The  Buddy  Holy  Story 
■‘BRILLIANT’ Sun 


I Hava  a Dream -The  Sixties 

Tonal  di,  the  MBtemlum  on  Ihe  South  Bank 

City  of  Birmingham  Symphony  Orchestra 

afcfarchRFHQ.TaOpn,  12  Man*  RfflO,  730pm 


Lynn  Harnett  ceDo 

Beetrlc  Phoenix 
Berio  Snteinia 


NAMED  DESIRE 


toected&yMarf&fi 
N FORGETTABLE"  ST 


TJN  FORGETTABLE”  STrre 
LAST  3 WEEKS 


LYRIC  0171 4945045 
Preve«tnn3Apf  0pans8Ao 
SIAN  PHHliPS  AS 
MARLENE 

byPten  Gems 


LES  M1SERABLES 

NOW  W ITS  12TH 
RECORDaREAMNG  YEAR 
Eves  7 X Mats  Thu  6 SS  230 
Lataamare  not  admeed 
utifeentoval 
UUTS)  NO  OF  SEATS  AVAIL 
DAILY  FROM  BOX  OffCE 


SM0KEY  JOE’S  CAFE 

THE  SONGS  OF  LBBER  A STOUiS 
Directed  by  Jeny  ZaFs 

"AMBBCAN  GRAFHT1  MEETS 
WEST  SIDE  STORY"  E 3d 
MonSri  8pm.  Thu  £ Sat  M*s  3pm 
REDUCED  PRICE  THURS  MAT 
NOW  BOOKING  TO  JAH 1998 


“BUDDY* 

"WOT®ERFUL  STUFF*  Sm  Tel 

•BUDDY* 

Tues-TTu?  80  Fn  530  & 8 30 
Sas  5 00  & 8 30  Sunday  4.00 
All  SEATS  I/S  PRC£  fflf  5.30  PERF 
«h  ELECTTHFWNG  YEAR 
Nowboolwia'fflOctoba*  ■ 


Messiaen  Ei  Chorue  & Ybuth 


™or©a  Gnibor  soprano 
Robert  User  tenor 
«™» KeertysMa  bass 


Me*slaBn  El  wspecio 

■tesvxrecnonerh  rnortucrum 


•"“riereckl  Threnody  to  the 
Vlctima  oi  Kfeoshma 


Th„  * 


Bnnao  War  Requiem 


Tickets  LT1 


Box  Office  0171  960  4242 


i». . M*  4^'- 


* fc;  f<-  . __  - — ■ t 
Dat°  t< 


c 


gHE  TIMES  FRIDAY  MARCH  7 1997 

Court  of  Appeal Law  Report  March  7 1997 

Whether  asylum  seeker  can  become  refugee 


LAW  37 
House  of  Lords 


Man  v Secretary  of  State  for 
Jje  Horae  Department 
NoorvSame 
Lazareviev  San^ 
RadwojcvicvSaiHe 
jfcjwe  Uird  Justice  Shmm  Brawn, 
Justice  Hutchison  and  Lord 

Justice  Thorpe 
[Judgment  February  13j 
An  asylum  seeker  unable  to  return 
to  his  country  of  origin  might  be 
wtilfcd  to  recognition  as  a refugee 
under  article  IA13  of  the  Cortven- 
tiwi  and  Protocol  relating  to  the 
Status  of  Refugees  (lost)  (Cmd 
9171)  and  (l9ul)  (Cmnd  ?9o6l. 
Provided  only  that  the  fear  or 
aouality  of  past  persecution  soil 
played  a causative  pan  in  his 
presence  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

. The  Court  of  Appeal  so  staled, 
inter  alia,  allowing  die  appeals  of 
Hasson  Hussein  Adan  and  Lool 
Isaak  Nouh.  and  dismissing  the 
appeals  of  Boban  Laarevic  and 
Zoran  Radhujevk  from  foe  de- 
risions of  the  Immigration  Appeal 
Tribunal  dated  January  19,  19%; 
March  22.  19%;  January  22.  |Q96 
and  May  7.  |P9b  respectively.  The 
tribunal  had  held  in  each  that 
the  asylum  seeker  was  not  entitled 
in  refugee  status. 

Mr  Nicholas  Blake.  QC  and  Mr 
Raza  Husain  for  Adan  and  Noon 
Mr  lan  Lewis  for  Lazarevk  and 
Radivajevk;  Mr  David  Pannick, 
QC  and  Mr  Mark  Shaw  for  the 
Home  Secretary. 

LORD  JUSTICE  SIMON 
BROWN  said  that  the  appeal 
raised  a number  of  difficult  ques- 
tions as  to  the  proper  construction 
and  application  of  the  Convention, 
one  of  them  so  fundamental  that  it 
seemed  remarkable  that  the  court 


was  now.  46  years  on.  confronted 
with  it  for  the  first  time.  That 
fundamental  question  concerned 
the  very  definition  of  the  term 
“refugee"  in  article  IA(2)  of  the 
Convention. 

The  issue  was  whether  it  was 
always  necessary  far  a person 
unahle  to  return  to  his  home 
country  to  show  a current  well 
founded  fear  of  persecution  or 
whether  a historical  fear  might 
sometimes  suffice:  whether,  (a  put 
it  more  precisely,  the  Home  Sec- 
retary was  right  in  submitting  that 
to  be  a refugee  a person  must  in 
every  case  have  a current  wdl 
founded  fear  of  persecution  were 
he  to  be  returned  to  his  country  of 
origin,  or  whether,  as  the  appel- 
lants argued,  if  in  fad  he  was 
currently  “unable  ...  to  avail 
himself  of  the  protection  of"  his 
rounrrv  of  origin,  it  was  sufiirimi 
that  at  some  time  post  he  had  come 
to  be  abroad  through  fear  of 
persecution;  fear  which  made  him 

either  flee  his  country  nf  origin  or. 

if  be  was  already  abroad,  remain 
abroad  due  to  circumstances  aris- 
ing in  his  country  of  origin  during 
his  absence. 

There  were  significant  advan- 
tages in  being  recognised  as  a 
refugee  beyond  irremovability. 

In  (he  first  place,  (here  were 
advantages  under  the  Convention, 
such  as  entitlcmenl  In  travel  docu- 
ments to  enbte  them  to  travel 
abroad  and  entitlement  to  the 
same  treatment  with  respect  to 
public  relief  and  assistance  as  was 
accorded  to  nationals.  Tltev  might 
not.  therefore,  be  deprived  or 
benefits  as.  in  the  United  King- 
dom. refused  asylum  seekers  were. 

Second,  under  national  law  too. 
there  were  significant  advantages 


in  recognition,  albeit  conferred  as 
a matter  of  discretion.  One  advan- 
tage was  that  refugees  obtained 
indefinite  leave  to  remain  after 
four  years,  whereas  those  granted 
exceptional  leave  must  generally 
wait  for  seven  years. 

Similarly,  refugees  were  entitled 
to  immediate  family  reunion 
whereas  thusc  with  exceptional 
leave  normally  had  to  waif  four 
years  and.  moreover,  a special 
policy  was  applied  to  Somali 
refugees  enabling  them  to  bring  in 
their  extended  families. 

The  point,  when  it  was  likely  lu 
be  determinative  of  whether  or  not 
refugee  status  in  fact  arose,  could 
only  ever  be  derisive  when  an 
asylum  seeker  was  in  reality 
unable  to  return  home:  if  he  could 
return  home  then  he  must,  unless 
he  could  establish  a present  fear  of 
persecution. 

Equally  the  point  would  never 
be  derisive  unless  the  fear  uf 
persecution  edsled  at  some  lime 
past  but  had  now  ended.  The 
coincidence  of  those  two  circum- 
stances would  k*  rare,  which 
explained  why  the  issue  bad  not 
previously  arisen,  save  at  tribunal 

level. 

Under  article  1A(2).  which  his 
Lordship  proposed  to  break  down 
into  a series  of  clauses  and  number 
for  convenience,  a refugee  was 
someone  who: 

l(a|  owing  to  well  founded  fear  of 
being  persecuted  for  |u  Convention 
reason | was  outside  the  country  of 
his  nationality,  and  (h|(i)  was 
unahle  to  avail  himself  of  the 
protection  of  (hat  country,  or  (ii) 
owing  to  such  fear,  was  unwitting 
to  avail  himsell  of  the  protection  of 
that  country;  or  who: 

2(a)  not  having  a nationality  and 


being  outside  the  country  of  his 
former  habitual  residence,  (b)(i) 
was  unable  to  return  (o  it.  or  (tij 
owing  iu  a well  founded  fear  of 
being  persecuted  for  la  Convention 
reason]  was  unwilling  to  return  to 
iL 

The  strength  of  the  Home  Sec- 
retary's argument,  for  saying  that 
no  one  was  entitled  to  refugee 
statu?  unless  at  the  time  his  d aim 
was  determined  he  was  in  present 
fear  of  persecution  were  he  to  be 
returned  home,  lay  in  the  use  of  the 
phrase  "is  outside"  in  dause  1(a); 
its  weakness  lay  in  the  difficulty  in 
finding  convincing]  reasons  why 
the  definition  also  included  clause 
1(b). 

As  to  clause  IfbxD.  Mr  Pannick 
submitted  that  that  further  test 
was  needed  io  deal  with  "people 
who  have  a wdl  founded  fear  and 
who  wish  lu  return  but  who  were 
simply  unahle  to  return". 

As  tu  clause  Ifbjfii)-  a dause 
qualified,  unlike  clause  l(bHi).  by 
the  requirement  that  the  ap- 
plicant's unwillingness  be  "owing 
to  such  (tar",  that  additional 
clement  in  the  definition  Mr 
ftinnick  sought  to  explain  thus: 
‘the  second  alternative,  being 
unwilling  to  return,  does  need  to 
be  qualified.  That  is  because  there 
may  be  many  reasons  why  a 
person  is  unwilling  to  return.  So 
the  draftsman  has  made  it  plain 
dun  a mere  unwillingness  is  not 
enough.  He  must  be  unwilling 
because  of  'such  fear,  that  is  the 
current  well  founded  fear  pre- 
viously mentioned." 

Returning  to  clause  1(a).  as  a 
matter  of  language  it  seemed  to  his 
Lordship  that  the  phrase  "is  out- 
side". although  couched  in  the 
present  tense,  could  sensibly  be 


construed  to  have  any  one  of  three 
meanings. 

ft  could  mean,  as  Mr  Pannick 
submitted  it  did.  was  outside 
owing  to  a well  founded  fear  of 
persecution  still  current  at  the  time 
the  asylum  application  was  under 
consideration;  or  it  could  mean  has 
at  some  time  however  long  in  the 
past  come  to  be  outside  on  account 
of  such  fear,  and  for  whatever 
reason  had  never  thereafter  left:  or. 
and  that  his  Lordship  understood 
to  be  Mr  Blake's  finally  preferred 
submission  for  the  appellants,  it 
could  mean  had  come  to  be 
outside,  or  being  already  outside, 
not  to  return,  owing  to  past 
persecution  and  still  remained 
abroad  on  that  account,  in  the 
sense  that  the  causal  link  remained 
operative  and  had  never  been 
broken. 

While  his  Lordship  readily  ac- 
cepted that  the  issue  was  one  of 

considerable  difficulty,  and  that 

anomalies  mighr  appear  to  arise 
on  either  view,  he  had  concluded 
that  Mr  Blake's  arguments  were  to 
be  preferred  and  that  an  asylum 
seeker  unable  to  return  to  his 
country  of  origin  might  indeed  be 
entitled  to  recognition  as  a refugee 
provided  only  that  the  fear  or 
actuality  of  past  persecution  still 
played  a causative  part  in  his 
presence  in  the  UK. 

Lord  Justice  Hutchison  deliv- 
ered a judgment  agreeing  on  the 
above  issue  and  Lord  Justice 
Thorpe  delivered  a judgment 
disagreeing  with  the  reasoning  of 
rtie  majority  on  the  above  issue  but 
concurring  with  the  result. 

Solicitors:  Wilson  & Co.  Totten- 
ham; Surovic  & Hartigan.  Acton; 
Treasury  Solicitor. 


Liability  for  helicopter 
passenger  limited 


Fire  authorities  owe  no  duty  of  care  in  tort  to  owners 


Nebon  Holdings  Ltd  v Brit- 
ish Gas  pic  and  Others 
Before  Mr  Justice  Rimer 
{Judgment  December  5( 

Fire  authorities  ordinarily  owed  no 
duty  nf  care  in  tort  to  individual 
property  owners  when  fighting  a 
fire. 

Mr  Justice  Rimer,  sitting  as  an 
additional  judge  of  the  Queen's 
Bench  Division,  so  held  in  a 
judgment  delivered  in  open  o*un 
after  a hearing  in  chambers, 
allowing  an  application  by  Surrey 
County  Council,  third  defendant, 
to  strike  out  a claim  far  negligence 
brought  against  it  by  Nelson 
Holdings  Lid  following  substan- 
tial damage  by  fire  to  in  property 
in  Surrey. 

Mr  Michael  Kent.  QC.  for 
Nelson:  Mr  Malcolm  Chappie  for 
British  Gas  and  Southern  Electric- 
ity Board:  Mr  John  Ross  for  Surrey 
County  Council. 

MR  JUSTICE  RIMER  said  that 
at  7.15am  on  October  lb.  1997 
Surrey  Fire  Brigade  attended  the 
property  to  extinguish  a fire.  A gas 
leak  was  identified  during  the 
operation  and  the  fire  brigade 
evacuated  the  premises  and  called 
British  Gas  to  attend  to  cut  off  the 
supply. 

The  brigade  remained  at  the 
scene  awaiting  British  Gas.  and 


some  two  hours  later,  before 
British  Gas  hod  arrived,  there  was 
a gas  explosion  and  a further  fire 
which  roused  substantial  addi- 
tional damage. 

Nelson  alleged,  inter  alia,  that 
(he  fire  brigade  was  negligent  in 
foiling  to  take  adequate  steps  to 
turn  off  the  gas  supply  and  prevent 
further  emission  of  gas  into  the 
property  and  the  subsequent 
explosion.  Breach  of  statutory  duty 
was  nm  pleaded. 

His  Lordship  reviewed  the  rele- 
vant legislation.  It  did  not  impose 
any  duty  on  a fire  brigade  in  attend 
a fire,  but  enn (erred  on  it  a power 
to  do  so.  He  concluded  thar  the 
considerations  in  Siovin  v-  Wise 
(77ie  Times  July  2b.  l«Wre  1 10%|  AC 
923)  as  to  when  u statutory  power 
could  give  rise  to  a common  law 
duty  of  care  did  not  apply.  Thu  fire 
brigade  hod  already  exercised  that 
power  in  attending  the  fire  and 
ducting  to  await  the  arrival  of 
British  Gas. 

The  question  his  Lordship  had  to 
consider  was  whether,  having 
exercised  its  power  to  attend  the 
fire.  Surrey  Fire  Brigade  owed 
Nelson  a common  law  duty  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  ir  discharged 
its  fire  fighting  function. 

His  Lordship  refereed  In  the  test 
in  Ctiparo  »'  Dickman  Q1992|  AC 
005)  and  in  particular  whether  it 
was  fair,  just  and  reasonable  lu 


impose  such  a duty  on  the  fire 
brigade.  He  reviewed  a number  of 
recent  derisions  in  which  the  issue 
had  been  considered. 

In  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter  Day  Saints  (Great  Britain} 
I-  Yorkshire  Fin  and  Civil  Defence 
Authority  (The  Times  May  9. 199b) 
Judge  William  Crawford.  QC.  had 
held  that  it  would  not  be  (air.  just 
and  reasonable,  and  would  be 
contrary  to  public  policy  to  impose 
a duty. 

in  John  Munroe  (Aciylics J Ltd  v 
London  Fin  and  Civil  Defence 
Authorin'  and  Others  (The  Times 
May  22.'  19%:  [I9%(  3 WLR  9881 
Mr  Justice  Rougier  had  held  that 
nnlinarily  there  was  not  sufficient 
proximity-  between  the  fire  au- 
thority and  an  individual  property 
owner  fur  the  duty  to  arise. 

However,  in  Capital  Counties 
pie  v Hampshire  County  Council 
and  Others  (The  Times  April  2b. 
19%;  |19%1  I WLR  1553)  Judge 
Richard  Havery.  QC.  had  held 
that  the  fire  authority  owed  the 
plaintiffs  a duty  of  care  not  to 
commit  positive  acts  of  negligence. 
In  a subsequent  judgment  on 
quantum,  (he  judge,  having 
considered  Latter  Day  Saints  and 
Munroe,  affirmed  fits  derision  on 
liability  and  rejected  the  public 
policy  arguments  canvassed  in 
those  roses. 

His  Lordship  considered  Judge 


Havciy's  reasoning  wirh  which  he 
respeci fully  disagreed.  He  found  it 
impossible  tu  accept  that,  if  a fire 
brigade  owed  any  duty  uf  care  in 
ton  at  all  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  handled  its  fire-fighting 
operations,  it  would  be  limited  to 
avoiding  the  commission  of  pos- 
itive acts  and  not  extend  also  to  a 
duty  not  tu  commit  negligent 
omissions.  If  it  were  tn  be  subject  to 
a duiy  of  care  at  all.  it  must  be  a 
duty  io  exercise  reasonable  are  in 
fighting  the  fire. 

As  far  as  the  crucial  question  of 
whether  it  was  fair,  just  and 
rcasunabfe  for  the  fire  brigade  to 
be  subject  to  any  such  duty  was 
concerned,  his  bird  ship  preferred 
(he  reasoning  in  Latter  Day  Saints 
and  Munroe.  and  found  dun  it  was 
not. 

There  was  a risk  that  suchaduty 
would  lead  tu  defensive  fire  fight- 
ing. It  was  inevitable  that  fire 
officers  would  deal  with  some  fires 
mure  successfully  than  with  others 
and  it  would  be  intolerable  if.  in 
the  difficult  and  dangerous  emer- 
gency situation  in  which  they  were 
often  required  to  operate,  the  fire 
•services  were  subject  to  the  risk  of 
having  their  every  action  crawled 
over  in  litigation  in  an  attempt  to 
recreate  from  the  ashes  or  the 
disaster  precisely  what  happened 
and  how. 

Funher.  there  was  no  indication 


Money  abiding  event  not  subject  to  charge 


McKay  v Legal  Aid  Board 

Before  bird  Justice  Lcggult.  bird 
Justice  Pill  and  Lord  Justice  Ward 
(Judgment  January  23| 

When  a parry  was  granted  legal 
aid  to  defend  proceedings,  moneys 
previously  paid  by  him  into  cuurt 
by  way  uf  security  for  costs  were 
not  moneys  which  were  the  subject 


matter  of  the  proceedings  in  issue, 
but  were  to  abide  the  event,  and 
therefore  were  not  subject  tu  a 
charge  by  the  Legal  Aid  Board. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held 
allowing  the  appeal  uf  Keith  lan 
McKay  against  the  order  of  Mr 
Justice  Gage  on  June  lb.  1995.  tu 
the  effect  that  the  board  was 
entitled,  under  the  Legal  Aid  Act 


PRODUCT  RECALL 

IMPORTANT 
SAFETY  NOTICE 

Harvestime  Bakeries  request  the  recall  of  the 
following  products  which  may  contain  small 
slivers  of  metal  wire  due  to  a manufacturing 
fault.  Customers  may  still  have  products  in 
deep  freeze. 

Harvestime  800g  White  Sliced  Bread 

Choice  800g  White  Sliced  Bread 

Kwik  Save  SOOg  No  Frills  White  Sliced  Bread 

Safeway  800g  Savers  White  Sliced  Bread  (This 
recall  will  only  affect  one  Safeway  store.  The 
Coventry,  Hollyhead  Road  store). 

Sainsbury  800g  Economy  White  Sliced  Bread 

Tesco  800g  Value  White  Sliced  Bread 

All  displaying  a Best  Before  Code  of  27th,  28th 
February  and  1st, 2nd,  3rd  and  4th  March  and 
an  identification  code  of  HF.  These  details  can 
be  found  on  the  yellow  neck  tie  closure. 

Please  return  these  products  either  directly  to 
Harvestime  Bakeries  or  to  the  store  from  which 
purchased,  where  you  will  be  fully  reimbursed. 

No  other  products  are  affected,  and  retailers 
own  label  packs  not  displaying  an  HF  code  are 
supplied  by  other  bakeries. 

Harvestime  would  like  to  apologise  fb  any 
distress  or  inconvenience  caused. 

Harvestime  Bakeries  Limited 
480  Thurmaston  Boulevard 
Troon  Way 
Leicester 
LE4  9LN 

Tele:  0116  246  0800 
Date  of  issue:  6 March  1997 


IUSS.  to  a charge  over  the  sum  uf 
E3.173.S)  paid  by  Mr  McKay  into 
Hcmel  Hempstead  County  Court 
to  defend  a money  claim  brought 
against  him  by  other;,  and  sub- 
sequently ordered  to  be  paid  to  his 
solicitors  when  that  claim  was 
compromised  and  dismissed.  The 
Court  uf  Appeal  granted  a declara- 
tion that  the  board  was  not  entitled 
:o  a charge  over  the  sum. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Gumhel  for  the 
appellant:  Mr  Charles  Utky  for 
die  board. 

LORD  JUSTICE  WARD  said 
that  in  the  course  of  the  county 
o iu  rl  proceedings  against  I he 
appellant,  he  Itad  paid,  under 
court  order,  the  sum  of  LVI73.SO 
into  court  to  abide  the  event. 

After  judgment  was  entered 
against  him  by  the  claimants  and 
the  munev  paid  into  court  oidered 
in  he  paid  out  iu  their  favour,  the 
appellant  obtained  a lull  legal  aid 
certificate  to  set  the  judgment  aside 
and.  if  successful,  to  defend  (he 
action. 

The  appellant  did  succeed,  the 
claim  was  dismissed  and  the  sum 
in  court  was  directed  lu  he  paid  n» 
his  solicitors.  The  Kvird  claimed  to 
be  entitled  to  exercise  its  statutory 
charge  over  the  sum. 

His  Lordship  said  that  the  issue 
was  whether  section  Ihfo)  of  the 
Act  applied  so  that  the  fruits  of 
a successful  application  tu  set  cite 
judgment  aside  were  now  liable  to 
the  board's  change 

Following  the  relevant  lest  to  be 
applied,  see  Hanlon  v The  Law 
Society  (|l°Sl|  AC  124.  ISO.  US.  ISTi. 
the  first  question,  whether  the 
money  in  court  was  recovered  or 
preserved,  depended  on  whether  it 
had  been  in  issue. 

"There  was  no  doubt,  in  his 
Lordship's  view,  that  the  money 
which  had  been  paid  to  the 
claimants  and  so  had  become  their 
money  was  recovered  by  the 
apjvliant's  application  to  «i  aside 
the  judgment,  in  the  sense  that  n 
had  to  he  paid  hack,  furthermore, 
by  being  left  in  c«>un  to  abide  the 
event,  it  was  preserved. 

However,  die  claim  was  fur 
damages  for  breach  of  cuttiracl  for 
failure  to  complete  building  work 
and  to  rectify  work  nut  properly 
carried  uut.  and  the  appellant 
denied  he  was  under  any  contrac- 
tual obligation,  or  that  he  was  m 
breach,  the  issue  in  the  pleadings 
did  not  in  any  way  relate  to  the 
money  in  court  in  any  sense. 

On  (hat  analysis  die  money  in 
court  was  nut  recovered  nor  pre- 
served by  the  determination  of  ihc 
aaion  hetween  the  parties  to  die 
claim  A successful  defendant  in 
such  an  action  did  nut  preserve  his 
assets  by  defeating  a plaintiffs 
claim. 

If  different  answer,  could  he 
given  to  the  first  question,  the 
appeal  depended  on  die  answer  in 
the  seennd  question.  what  were  the 
proceedings  in  which  the  appellant 
was  represented  with  the  benefit  nf 
legal  aid? 


in  the  Fire  Services  Act  1947  that  it 
was  any  part  of  its  policy  that  fire 
authorities  should  be  subject  to  a 
duty  of  care  in  tort  Its  provisions 
suggested  that  a local  public 
inquity  was  intended  to  be  the 
arena  for  raising  issues  as  tu  the 
standards  of  the  lire  services,  not 
litigation. 

Moreover,  the  likely  con- 
sequence of  imposing  a duty  would 
be  that  any  claims  against  the  fire 
authorities  would  be  prosecuted  by 
insurance  companies.  His  Lord- 
ship  could  see  no  good  reason  why 
.the  policy  of  the  law  of  tori  should 
move  in  a direction  which  required 
public  funds  to  be  applied  in 
improving  insurance  companies' 
profits  or  mitigating  their  fosses. 

His  Lordship  was  aware  (hat  all 
three  cases  were  on  their  way  to  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  and  that  con- 
sequently the  law  was  in  some 
state  o(  uncertainty.  Nevertheless, 
he  was  not  bound  to  follow  Judge 
Havery's  decision  and  he  had 
come  to  the  dear  view  that  the. 
counril  owed  Nelson  no  duty  of 
care. 

Solicitors:  Beachcroft  Stanleys: 
Cartwright  Cunningham  Hasd- 
grove  & Co;  Barlow  Lyde  & 
Gilbert. 


Feflowes  (or  Herd)  and 
Another  v Clyde  Helicopters 
Ltd 

Before  Lord  Msckay  of  Ctashfem. 
Lord  Chancellor.  Lord  Nidwlls  of 
Birkenhead,  Lord  Hoffmann.  Lord 
Hope  of  Craighead  and  Lord 
Clyde 

[Speeches  February  27| 

The  flight  of  a helicopter  used 
within  the  regional  boundary  of 
the  police  authority,  which  had 
hired  the  helicopter,  was  not  an 
international  carriage  and  was 
governed  by  Schedule  I to  the 
Carriage  by  Air  Acts  (Application 
of  Provisions)  Order  (Si  1967  No 
480).  The  police  officer  on  the 
helicopter  performing  police  du- 
ties. with  no  duties  towards  the 
operation  of  the  helicopter,  was  a 
passenger  within  article  17  of  the 
Schedule. 

The  liabflily  of  the  carrier  for 
each  passenger  was  limited  by 
article  22  and  any  action  for 
damages  was  excluded  by  article 
24(2)  except  in  accordance  with  the 
conditions  and  limits  set  out  in  the 
Schedule.  Bar  the  Schedule  to  apply 
it  was  unnecessary  for  a person  to 
be  carried  under  a contract  to 
which  he  was  a party  or  the 
contract  to  be  of  a particular  type. 

The  House  of  Lords  so  held 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  the  pur- 
suer appellants:  (t)  Pauline  Mary 
Fdlcrwes  (or  Herd),  the  widow  of 
Sergeant  Malcolm  Colder  Herd, 
deceased,  as  guardian  of  their  four 
children,  and  (ii)  Jessie  McDonald 
(or  Herd  or  Rivera),  the  mother  of 
Sergeant  Herd,  from  an  interloc- 
utor dated  May  5.  1995  of  the 
Second  Division  of  the  Inner 
House  of  the  Court  of  Session  (the 
Lord  Justice-Clerk  (Lord  Ross)  and 
Lord  Morrison,  Lord  Murray 
dissenting}  (1996  SLT  976)  refusing 
the  pursuers’  reclaiming  motion 
against  the  interlocutor  dared 
March  24.  1W  of  the  Lord 
Ordinary,  Lord  Milligan. 

The  pursuers  raised  an  action 
against  the  defenders.  Clyde  Heli- 
copters Ltd.  claiming  reparation  at 
common  law  for  the  death  of  Sgt 
Herd  in  a helicopter  crash  on 
January  24.  1990.  The  helicopter 
was  supplied  by  Clyde. 

The  pursuers  d aimed  damages 
for  negligence  of  Clyde’s  pilot.  The 
court  bdow  held  that  the  dairn 


was  excluded  by  paragraphs  3 and 
4 oC  and  Schedule  I In  the  1967 
Order. 

Article  I of  Schedule  1 to  the  1967 
Order  provided  that  the  Schedule 
applied  to  ail  carriage  of  persons 


performed  by  aircraft  for  reward 
and  equally  to  gratuitous  carriage, 

Article  17  provided  that  the 
carrier  was  liable  for  damage 
sustained  in  the  event  of  the  death, 
or  wounding  of  a passenger  if  the 
accident  took  place  on  board  (he 
aircraft. 

Article  22  stated  that  in  (he 
curiage  of  persons  the  liability  of 
die  carrier  far  each  passenger  was 
limited. 

Article  24(2)  provided  that  in  the 
cases  covered  by  artide  17  any 
action  for  damages,  however 
founded,  could  only  be  brought 
subject  to  the  conditions  and  limits 

set  out  in  the  Schedule. 

Mr  M.  S.  Jones.  QC  of  the  Scots 
and  English  Bars,  Mr  G.  J.  B. 
Moymhan  and  Miss  Shorta. Hal- 
dane: bod)  of  the  Scots  Bar.  for  the 
pursuers:  Mr  R.  S.  Keen.  QC  and 
Mr  R.  B.  M.  Howie,  both  of  the 
Scots  Bar.  for  Clyde. 

THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR 
said  that  at  the  time  of  his  death 
Sgt  Herd  was  a member  of  the 
helicopter  unit  of  Strathclyde 
Police  Force.  HLs  duties  were  to 
cany  out  aerial  surveillance  and 
detection.  The  helicopters  used  "by 
the  unit  were  supplied  by  Clyde  in 
terms  of  a contract  between  Clyde 
and  Stralhdyde  Regional  CounriL 
as  focal  police  authority. 

On  the  date  of  his  death  Sgt 
Herd  and  two  colleagues  were 
carrying  out  their  duties  on  board 
one  of  those  helicopters.  During 
the  flight  a snow  storm  was 
encountered  as  a result  of  which 
die  pilot,  an  employee  of  Clyde, 
became  lost  an  engine  failure 
occurred  and  (he  helicopter  col- 
lided with  a Mock  of  flats  on  the 
south  side  of  Glasgow.  Sgt  Herd 
sustained  fatal  injuries. 

The  duties  of  Sgt  Herd  and  his 
police  colleagues,  while  they  were 
on  board  (he  helicopters,  were  to 
direct  the  surveillance  operations 
on  which  the  helicopters  were 
engaged:  to  give  the  necessary 
instructions  to  the  pilots;  to  inform 
the  pilots  of  the  manoeuvres  which 
they  washed  them  to  carry  out  and 


generally  load  as  observers  and  fa 
provide  information  to  the  pilots 
during  the  course  of  each  flight. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  fata  I flight 
Clyde's  pilot  was  Captain  Graham 
. Pryke,  who  was  solely  responsible 
. for  the  flying  of  the  helicopter  and 
all  decisions  related  thereto. 

It  was  dear  that  Sgt  Herd  was 
being  carried  by  Clyde's  helicopter 
at  foe  time  of  his  death  and  that 
carriage  was  performed  by  Clyde 
.in  terms  of  the  requirement  to 
cany  such  numbers  of  people  and 
equipment  as  required  by  the  chief 
constable  or  his  authorised  repre- 
sentatives. Thus  under  foe  words 
of  artide  I.  the  Schedule  applied  to 
carriage  of  Sgf  Herd. 

The  activities  which  Sgt  Herd 
was  carrying  on  while  on  the 
aircraft  were  not  to  be  regarded  as 
contributing  in  any  way  to  the 
carriage  of  himself  or  foe  other 
persons  on  board.  He  was.  there- 
fore. properly  regarded  as  a 
passenger. 

Article  22  limited  the  liability  of 
foe  carrier  for  each  passenger. 
That  article  applied  directly  to 
liability  for  Sgt  Herd  and  for  his 
death.  The  provision  of  artide 24(2) 
plainly  excluded  any  action  for 
damages  except  in  accordance 
with  the  conditions  and  limits  set 
out  in  the  Schedule  and  accord- 
ingly effectively  limited  (he  claims 
of  pursuers  to  liability  provided  for 
in  artide  17.  leaving  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  total  amount  available 
between  the  persons  having  the 
right  thereto  in  foe  proportion  to 
be  determined  by  foe  law  of 
Scotland. 

However,  the  application  of  the 
Schedule  did  not  require  foal  Sgt 
Hod  should  have  been  carried 
under  a contract  to  which  he  was  a 
party  or  under  a contract  of  any 
particular  type,  if  he  was  being  ' 
carried  for  reward. 

Lord  Nicholls,  Lord  Hoffmann 
and  Lord  Clyde  agreed.  Lord  Hope 
delivered  a concurring  opinion. 

Solidtors:  Leigh  Day  & Co  for 
Balfour  & Manson.  Edinburgh,  for 
Levy  & McRae.  Glasgow  and 
Reynolds  Porter  Chamberlain  for 
John  G.  Gray  & Co.  SSC.  Edin- 
burgh. for  John  Wilson  & Co, 
Glasgow:  Beaumont  & Son  for 
Macfay  Murray  & Spars, 
Glasgow. 


Power  to  hold  passport 


In  re  A-K  (Minors)  (Foreign 
passport:  Jurisdiction) 

It  was  welt  within  (he  inherent 
jurisdiction  of  the  High  Court  to 
order  the  surrender  of  a foreign 
passport  in  order  to  protect  foe 
interests  of  children. 

The  Court  of  /yjpeai  (Sir  Ste- 
phen Brown.  President  Lord  Jus- 
tice Hobhouse  and  Lord  Justice 
Ward)  so  held  on  February  18. 
when  dismissing  an  appeal  from 
the  order  of  Mr  Justice  Wall  on 
March  8.  1996,- inter  alia,  that  the 
father’s  Iranian  passport  should  be 


held  by  his  solidtors  and  should 
not  be  released  except  with  the 
agreement  of  the  mother  or  by 
order  of  the  court. 

THE  PRESIDENT  said  that  the 
case  had  been  a long  history 
including  the  three-year  abduction 
of  one  of  foe  children  involved. 

The  trial  judge  had  given  foil 
and  fair  consideration  to  foe 
matter  and  had  decided  that  the 
only  way  to  allay  the  mother’s 
fears  of  another  abduction  was  to 
order  limited  supervised  contact  in 
a secure  room  at  the  Royal  Courts 


of  Justice,  together  with  the  surren- 
der of  foe  father*  passport  to  his 
solidtors. 

Rejecting  foe  submission  that 
section  37  of  the  Family  Law  Act 
1986  only  gave  power  to  order  the 
surrender  of  a United  Kingdom 
passport  and  therefore  foe  court 
had  no  power  to  order  the  surren- 
der of  a foreign  national’s  pass- 
port. his  Lordship  said  that  it  was 
well  within  for  inherent  jurisdic- 
tion of  foe  court  to  order  such 
surrender  in  die  interests  of  the 
children's  welfare. 


An  exclusive  j i m es  reel (ter  off e r 


Having  considered  the  wording 
of  the  appellant's  applications  for 
legal  aid.  his  Lordship  said  that 
plainly  foe  certificate  granted  to 
him  covered  both  the  application 
fur  leave  to  vet  aside  the  judgment 
but  also  foe  continued  defence  of 
“proceedings  brought  by  (the 
claimants)". 

The  proceedings  referred  in  were 
(he  action.  They  were  the  proceed- 
ings specified  in  Pan  I oT  Schedule 
2 lu  the  1*4®  Act.  If  they  were  to  lv 
confined  only  to  the  application  to 
sc<  aside  then  foe  certificate  should 
have  Ken  limited  to  that 
application. 

A certificate  might  lie  issued  in 
respect  of  the  whole  or  pan  nf  foe 
proceedings:  regulation  4h  of  the 
Civ  il  Legal  Aid  (General)  Regula- 
tions (SI  |W  No  3JM).  R\  issuing 
one  certificate  covering  both  as- 
pects. foe  greater,  namely  the 
action,  had  subsumed  the  latter, 
namdv  I lie  application  to  set  aside, 
and  the  greater  had  in  prevail. 

Counsel  for  the  board  conceded, 
rightly . in  his  Lordship's  v lew,  that 
where  in  the  course  of  an  action 
money  was  paid  into  and  then  out 
of  cuurt  and  paid  back  again,  il 
would  be  difficult  to  argue  that  a 
legal  aid  certificate  covering  foe 
conduct  of  the  action  entitled  a 
charge  in  be  levied  against  the 
money  tn  court. 

It  was  not  without  significance 
that  counsel  had  produced  no 
authority  in  over  Id)  years  nf  the 
solicitors  Acts  nor  in  nearly  50 
years  of  (lie  legal  aid  Art • support- 
ing a pTOfsisirinn  that  money  paid 
out  of  court  was  money  recovered 
ur  preserved. 

In  n Uudwnrr/i'  Rhodes  v 
Sugdcn  HISS?)  2U  CJi  D 517.  520) 
was  authority  lor  the  contrary 
proposition.  The  point  of  the 
judgment  in  foal  case,  with  which 
Elis  Lordship  agreed,  was  ih.u 
money  pan!  by  way  of  security  for 
costs 'could  rex  in  any  sense  be 
described  as  moneys  which  were 
foe  subject  nurter  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  issue. 

The  money  in  coun  in  foe 
prenYl!  case,  just  a<  the  money  in 
cuurt  in  the  UVa/suurr/i  ca.sc,  wav 
to  abide  the  event.  There  vmmd  ii  i 
his  Lordship  to  be  no  distinction 
hetween  security  provided  to  sat- 
isfy ensts.  arei  a sum  giving 
security  for  the  payment  of  the 
judgment  sum. 

By  regulation  S7UK0  of  tin*  19S0 
Regulations  the  appellant's  Milic- 
itnrs  were  obliged  In  seek  recovery 
of  the  money  in  court.  The  regula- 
tions did  not  stale,  as  easily  as  they 
could  have  stated,  that  any  money 
in  court  paid  hack  to  the  assisted 
person's  solicitor  was  subject  to  the 
charge.  WKlhcr  or  nut  it  was  so 
subject  hjd  to  depend  on  the  facts 
of  eaeh  case. 

Lord  Justice  Pill  gave  a concur- 
ring judgment  and  Lord  Justice 
' LcggatT  agreed  with  Lord  Justice 
Ward. 

Solicitors:  Alison  Trent  &Co;  Mr 
R.  Hamilton. 
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David  Jamieson  on  Labour  plans  for  bright  youngsters  and  right,  Doug  McAvoy  questions  educational  strategy 

Doing  arithmetic 
for  a reading 
and  writing  plan 

A national  approach  to  literacy 


Gifted  and 
young: 
we  could 
do  better 


I 


know  of  no  country  other  than 
Britain  that  has  in  its  lan- 
guage pejorative  words  such 
as  "boffin"  and  "egghead"  to 
describe  the  gifted  and  very  a We.  in 
Britain,  attitudes  towards  high 
achievement  in  education  are  often 
negative.  A political  climate  needs 
to  be  developed  that  raises  our  ex- 
pectations of  educational  achieve- 
ment in  all  children,  including  the 
gifted.  All  schools  should  seek  to 
create  an  atmosphere  in  which  to 
excd  is  not  only  acceptable  but 
desirahle. 

A cultural  environment  in  which 
ridicule  and  discouragement  is 
meted  our  to  those  of  high  intellec- 
tual ability  must  be  challenged.  The 
education  of  gifted  children  should 
he  seen  within  the  wider  context  of 
raising  educational  standards  for 
all  children. 

Britain  survives  economically  on 
invention,  innovation 
and  development  These 
abilities  are  vital  if  we 
are  to  compete  and  sur- 
vive in  the  global  mar- 
ketplace of  the  21st 
century.  The  gifted 
children  of  today  are 
most  likely  to  be  at 
tomorrow’s  cutting  edge 
of  economic  success. 

Their  needs  must  be 
met  if  Britain  is  to  be- 
come  a leading  and 
competitive  progressive  economy 
after  rhe  millennium.  The 
Conservatives  have  resorted  to  the 
simplistic  devices  of  selection  and 
the  Assisted  Places  Scheme  as 
methods  of  tackling  the  education 
of  gifted  children.  Labour  intends 
to  offer  every  child  the  best  starr  in 
life  and  id  end  the  existing  culture 
of  complacency. 

The  issue  of  provision  for  gifted 
children  is  based  on  the  ethos  of 
equality  of  opportunity.  Labour  is 
convinced  that  the  state  sector  has  a 
duty  and  responsibility  to  provide 
an  appropriate  education  for  all 
children,  including  the  gifted.  Par- 
ents with  gifted  children  should  not 
feel  any  need  to  put  their  child 
through  independent  schooling. 

In  general,  gifted  children  are  de- 
fined as  the  top  2 to  3 per  cent  of 
children.  Gifted  children  possess 
an  unusually  advanced  intellectual 
or  performance  ability,  with  an  out- 
standing ability  in  general  or  aca- 
demic intelligence,  creative  think- 
ing. mechanical  or  athletic  ability, 
interpersonal  or  intrapersonal 
skills  or  visual  or  performing  arts. 


Extension 
classes 
could  take 
place  after 
school 


It  is  wrong  to  suppose  that  the 
gifted  child  will  fully  develop  his  or 
her  ralents  regardless  of  any  special 
educational  provision.  Gifted  child- 
ren require  assistance,  of  differing 
kinds,  if  their  full  potential  is  to  be 
realised.  1 believe  that  there  are  a 
number  or  realistic  proposals  to 
address  the  pressing  need  to  attend 
tu  the  education  of  the  gifted. 

After  consultation,  all  local  edu- 
cation authorities  (LEAs)  should 
draw  up  and  implement  a policy  on 
the  needs  of  gifted  children.  Simi- 
larly. all  schools  should  have  a 
stated  polity  on  provision  for  gifted 
children  and,  where  appropriate, 
should  draw  up  a written  policy  on 
provision  for  gifted  children  in  each 
subject.  Schools  must  also  be 
required  to  state  in  their 
prospectuses  their  arrangements 
for  identifying  gifted  children  and 
the  provision  that  can  be  expected. 

Each  LEA  should 

have  at  least  one  person 
designated  as  adviser 
for  gifted  children  and 
each  school  should  have 
a nominated  teacher  to 
act  as  the  co-ordinator 
for  its  policy  on  gifted 
children,  and  the  associ- 
ated programmes  and 
provision  within  the 
school.  Teacher-train- 
ing  courses  should  pro- 
vide a specified  mini- 
mum amount  of  time  within  the 
course  for  the  idenri fica non  of.  and 
provision  for.  gifted  children.  A pol- 
icy on  the  education  provision  for 
gifted  children  should  be  realistic 
and  aimed  at  the  average  teacher, 
reaching  in  the  average  school. 

Accelerated  learning,  which 
Tony  Blair  and  David  BJunkert 
support,  is  a useful  strategy  that 
can  take  a number  of  flexible 
forms,  such  as  movement  up  by 
years  or  placement  in  higher  group 
in  a specific  subject  However, 
gifted  children  should  be  given  ap- 
propriate peer-group  placement 
and  groupings  of  gifted  children 
can  provide  the  social  skills,  compe- 
tition and  teamwork  that  gifted 
children  need  to  develop  their 
potential.  There  should  still  be 
procedures  to  ensure  that  such 
groups  are  not  isolated  from  the 
normal  school  environment. 

Extension  classes  could  take 
place  at  lunchtime,  on  Saturday 
momings  or  any  other  appropriate 
time  and  could  make  use  of  longer- 
term  projects  that  do  not  have  to  fit 
within  the  restrictions  of  the  nor- 


needs  to  be  practical 


Sufiah  Yusof  was  educated  at  home  and  is  on  her  way  to  St  Hilda's  College.  Oxford,  at  the  age  of  12 


mai  school  timetable.  It  is  impor- 
tant to  follow  an  open-door  policy 
and  apply  it  during  these  exrra 
study  periods.  There  is  evidence 
that  such  classes  can  contribute  to 
the  general  raising  of  standards, 
performance  and  'expectations  in 
the  school  as  a whole,  especially  In 
the  top  10  per  cent  of  ability. 

There  is  a need  for  a standard 
recognition  of  degree  credits  to  en- 
able gifted  children  to  undertake 
part  of  a degree  before  going  on  to 
university  to  complete  it.  Thus  a 
form  of  credit  bank  oould  be 
founded  to  enable  gifted  children  to 
remain  within  their  own  age  group 
yet  achieve  a base  from  which  to 
springboard  to  higher  education. 

Last  year  1 visited  Monkseaton 
Community  High  School  in  Whit- 
ley Bay  near  Newcastle  to  see  a 
project  in  which  ten  sixth-formers 
at  the  school  had  embarked  on  an 
Open  University  maths  foundation 
course.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  all  of 
them  passed,  five  winning  distinc- 
tions. The  students  learnt  about 
self-motivation,  unsupervised  stu- 
dy and  personal  organisation  — 
qualities  that  will  stand  them  in 
good  stead  in  higher  education. 

Extracurricular  courses,  clubs 
and  competitions,  operating  with 
local  branches  of  gifted  children  or- 


ganisations. local  universities  or 
colleges,  or  subject-based  profes- 
sional associations,  should  be  en- 
couraged. The  use  of  older  pupils  or 
adults  as  mentors  (under  adequate 
and  ultimate  teacher  supervision) 
could  help  to  develop  their  skills 
and  knowledge.  Gifted  children 
need  to  acquire  empathy  with  and 
insight  into  children  from  a broad 
spectrum  of  abilities  and  inter- 
ests. Comprehensive  schools  that 
develop  and  nurture  a speci- 
alisation, for  example  in  technol- 
ogy, science  or  music,  should  be 
assisted,  on  the  basis  that  they 
remain  non-selective.  .. 

Labour  envisages  a new 
Teachers'  Centre  as  part  of 
the  new  university  indus- 
try on  the  Internet  de- 
signed to  provide  teachers  with  the 
materials  and  advice  that  will  en- 
able them  to  raise  standards  and 
teach  ro  the  best  of  their  ability.  We 
will  enable  schools  to  make  the 
most  of  information  technology 
and  all  schools  should  be  cabled  up 
to  the  information  superhighway. 
Internet  relay  talk  could  provide 
gifted  children  with  access  to  tuit- 
ion and  experts  outside  their  own 
schools  without  rhe  need  to  travel. 
There  could  be  greater  co-opera- 


tion and  association  with,  and 
possibly  integration  of,  the  national 
(and  international)  organisations 
that  exist  for  gifted  children  to 
assist  with  the  formulation  and 
development  of  LEA  and  school 
policy  on  gifted  children. 

Britain  must  rise  to  the  challenge 
set  by  countries  such  as  Korea  and 
Singapore  and  aspire  to  the  highest 
level.  Remoulding  British  attitudes 
to  education  and  developing  the 
provision  for  gifted  children  could 
play  a central  role  in  this  and  wall 
also  give  us  a head  start  over  our 
European  competitors. 

During  the  Industrial  Revolu- 
tion. Britain  relied  upon  innova- 
tion, enterprise,  investment,  capi- 
tal. machines  and  building  to  suc- 
ceed. As  we  enter  the  new  century 
the  neglect  and  loss  of  such  talent 
would  severely  hinder  our  coun- 
try’s development.  We  need  to  in- 
vest in  the  skills  and  talents  of  our 
people.  That  is  why  it  is  vital  that 
we  give  the  special  needs  of  our 
gifted  children  a high  priority. 

• David  Jamieson  is  Labour  MP  for 
Plymouth  Devonport  and  a former  vice- 
principal  of  a community  college.  La- 
bour’s discussion  document.  The  Edu- 
cation of. Gifted  Children,  is  available 
from  David  Jamieson,  MP,  House  of 
Commons.  London  SWIA  QAA. 


Any  government  that  places 
literacy  at  the  heart  of  its 
educational  strategy  must 
be  on  the  right  track.  While  the 
recent  Labour  initiative  deserves 
support,  I hope  the  party’s  task 
group  understands  the  conditions 
needed  for  its  success. 

Schools  with  similar  pupil  in- 
takes may  have  differences  in 
performance,  but  no  easy  assump- 
tions should  be  made,  because  they 
can  be  converted  into  ilHargeted 
blame,  demoralising  rather  than 
motivating  teachers.  Next  week’s 
publication  of  primary  school 
league  tables  will  be  a classic 
example  of  this.  It  is  Ear  better  to 
look  at  the  practical  steps  needed  to 
enable  the  initiative  to  work. 

The  Government’s  National  Lit- 
eracy Project  (NLP)  involves. a 
small  number  of  local  education 
authorities  and  schools. 

Within  it.  a national  frame-' 
work  for  teaching  literacy 
has  been  developed,  but  it  is 
at  a pilot  stage.  The  project 
has  a waiting  list  of  schools 
wanting  to  participate,  indi- 
cating teacher  enthusiasm. 
However,  it  would  be  a mis- 
take to  assume  that ' the 
project  can  simply  be  im- 
posed on  schools,  with  exist- 
ing training  days  automatic- 
ally reallocated  to  literacy 
training.  Imposition  caused 
serious  problems  in  the  past 
as  we  saw  with  the  national 
curriculum.  Equally,  the 
displacement  of  the  training 
and  other  work  taking  place 
on  those  days,  regardless  of 
the  - needs  of  individual 
schools,  oould  trigger  more 
problems  than  solutions. 

One  of  the  many  mistakes 
behind  the  introduction  of 
the  national  curriculum  was 
that  schools  received  the 
subject  orders  and  were 
simply  expected  to  get  on 
with  it  Adequate  in-service 
training  was  never  made 
available.  The  NLP  has  the 
potential  for  real  education  author- 
ity and  school  involvement  in  a 
"bottom  up"  approach  to  develop- 
ing literacy.  A model  capable  of 
harnessing  teachers'  enthusiasm 
should  Involve  the  extension  of 
property  funded  literaty  centres  to 
all  education  authorities.  As  well 
as  providing  training,  the  centres 
would  be  seen  both  as  a resource 
and  as  places  where  new  initiatives 
could  be  developed  by  teachers 
themselves. 

Neither  the  introduction  of  the 
old  national  curriculum'  nor  the 
revised  one  was  costed.  The  effects 
of  this  mistake  were  charted  for  the 
National  Union  of  Teachers  in  1991 
by  Coopers  & Lybrand,  which 
noted  that  "the  balance  of  the 


primary  curriculum  had  shifted 
away  from. reading,  writing  and 
numbers  towards  the  national 
curriculum  subjects". 

Further  approaches  must  be 
developed.  First  is  that  the  cost  of 
training  for  the  teaching  of  the 
revised  English  curriculum  must 
be  audited  and  provided  for  by  the 
Government  The  NLP  requires 
participating  primary  English  co- 
ordinators to  be  given  a week’s 
training,  with  additional  training 
during  the  year.  But  that  would 
backfire  if  it  were  seen  as  a “bolt- 
on"  The  range  of  subjects  to  be 
covered  by  teachers  remains  a 
problem.  Sir  Ron  Dealing's  20  per 
cent  non-curriculum  time  in  pri- 
mary schools  does  not  exist 

A core  "entitlement”  curriculum 
should  be  defined.  Schools  would 
need  to  have  regard  to  a wider 


McAvoy:  does  Labour  understand? 


curriculum  but  would  need  the 
Dexibility  to  devote  as  much  time  to 
the  core  as  “they  feu  necessary. 

The  Government  must  halt 
worsening  teacher-pupil  ratios. 
Leicester  University’s  research  for 
the  NUT  on  links  between  dass 
'size  and  pupil  achievement  found 
that  excessive  overall  class  sizes 
limited  the  ability  of  schools  to 
enable  all  children  to  spend  part  of 
their  school  day  in  small  groups, 
an  essentia]  prerequisite  for  the 
teaching  of  literaty. 

Labour  has  a chance,  if  in  govern- 
ment. to  establish  a partnership  with 
schools  through  its  literacy  initi- 
ative. Labour  should  take  it 
• Doug  McAvoy  is  general  secretary  of 
the  National  Union  of  Teachers. 


Your  guide  to  all  the  guides 


Guides  to  independent 
schools  are  big  busi- 
ness. Any  prospective 
parent  — especially  a first-time 
“consumer"  who  may  nut 
know  much  ataut  private 
education  — is  likely  to  en- 
counter The  Gabbita » Guide 
to  Independent  Schools 
(£11.99),  Hobsons  Guide  to 
Independent  Boarding 
Schools  (£9.95),  Independent 
Schools  of  the  United  King- 
dom (£9.95)  and  the  Indepen- 
dent Schools  Yearbook  (£2-41. 
to  mention  just  a few.  There 
are  also  numerous  guides  and 
supplements  published  b>  — 
or  in  connection  with  — maga- 
zines and  newspapers. 

How  do  you  distil  the  truth 
from  the  hype?  The  answer  is 
ro  make  a few  educated  guess- 
es or  discreet  inquiries  about 
how  the  guide's  contents  have 
been  assembled,  how  it  has 
been  financed  and  who  will 
profit  from  it.  Bear  in  mind 
that  many  guides  arc  actually 
quite  expensive. 

There  are  two  types  o( 

guides.  One  contains  a series 
of  advertising  and  promotion- 
al articles  about  schools  and 
issues  relared  to  them.  These 
have  been  written  by  the 
schools  as  part  of  their  mar- 
keting strategy. 

The  second  type  of  guide  is 
produced  indeprridently. 

The  glossy  colour  Hobsons 
Guide  to  Independent  Board- 
ing Schools,  for  example,  falls 
into  the  first  category.  Even 
Eton  College  has  an  advertise- 
ment in  it  (at  EK75  for  a half- 
pace). Some  schools  - for 
cample.  Merchant  Taylor's 
School,  in  the  1990-97  edition 
-opt  for  a full-page  (£I.Wj 
“case  study"  of  a past  pupil 
instead  of.  of  us  well  as.  a half 
or  full-page  school  “profile" 
The  name  and  crest  of  Mill 
Hill  School  Foundation  ele- 
gantly decorates  a laminated 
plastic  bookmark  attached  to 


What’s  the  best  source  of  information  on  independent 
schools?  Susan  Elkin  sifts  through  the  publications 


CHRIS  HARRIS 


Boys  at  Eton  College:  but  how  do  "first-time”  parents  find  out  what  Eton  is  really  like? 


the  Hobsons  Guide  with  a 
tasteful  satin  ribbon  in  Prus- 
sian blue.  I doubt  that  Mill 
Hill  was  accorded  this  privi- 
lege without  paring  for  it.  Of 
course,  there  is  nothing  wrong 
wirh  any  uf  this,  but  prospec- 
tive parents  need  to  be  aware 
that  information  may  be  any- 
thing but  impartial. 

These  guides  usually  con- 
tain informative  commentary 
by  renowned  experts  in.  and 
supporters  of.  independent 
education.  The  Hobsons 
Guide  contains  articles  by 
Enid  Castle,  funner  Principal 
of  Cheltenham  Ladies’  Coll- 
ege. and  by  Graeme  Scarle. 


the  National  Director  of  Inde- 
pendent Schools  Careers  Org- 
anisation IISCO). 

Most  of  these  guides  also 
publish  full  listings  and  basic 
information  about  the  schools 
in  their  caregory  — at  no 
charge  to  the  school.  The 
Gabbitas  Guide  lo  Indepen- 
dent Education,  whnsc  third 
edition  has  just  been  pub- 
lished by  Kogan  Page,  lists 
schools  by  area.  As  with 
Hobsons,  the  more  detailed 
accounts  of  certain  schools 
which  occupy  about  half  of 
this  600-page  book  are  paid 
for  [at  more  than  £1,000  each) 
by  the  schools  themselves,  so 


disinterest  is  thin  on  the 
ground.  That  is  not,  however, 
to  belittle  the  usefulness  of  the 
general  information  about  in- 
dependent schooling,  address- 
es of  education  organisations 
and  comprehensive  data 
about  available  scholarships 
and  other  details  that 
Gabbitas  amply  prorides. 

The  second  type  of  school 
guide  is  based  on  an  inspec- 
tion or  appraisal  of  the  school 
by  an  outsider,  for  which  the 
schools  pay  nothing.  One  ex- 
ample is  The  Daily  Telegraph 
Schools  Guide,  whose  third 
edition  is  due  out  later  this 
year.  The  "inspectors"  are 


retired  heads,  teachers,  educa- 
tion journalists  and  school 
governors. 

Hundreds  of  schools,  in- 
cluding some  in  the  main- 
tained sector,  are  assessed. 
But  the  approach  is  haphaz- 
ard. Not  every  school  is  in- 
cluded. How  are  they  chosen? 
Furthermore,  the  assessment 
is  the  potentially  offbeat  opin- 
ion or  a single  person  who 
spent  one  day  or  less  at  the 
school.  It  probably  tells  you 
more,  however,  than  a self- 
promoting  piece  written  by  the 
school's  publicity  department. 

The  Telegraph  guide's  sec- 
ond edition  cost  £11.99. 

The  Sunday  Times  sponsors 
the  SOO-page  The  Equitable 
Schools  Book  (£15.99). 
described  in  The  Sunday  Tele- 
graph as  “the  Wisden  of  the 
fee-paying  circuit".  The  520 
reports,  which  are  informative 
but  never  critical,  cover  a 
larger  slice  of  the  sector  than 
most  guides,  although  inevita- 
bly it  is  still  selective. 

Some  newspapers  — The 
Times  and  77ic  Sunday  Times. 
for  example  — publish  free 
school  supplements.  From 
rime  to  time  these  give  fairly 
impartial,  factual  information 
about  independent  schools 
and  are  good  for  the  basics. 
The  Independent  Schools  In- 
formation Service  (Isis)  pro- 
duces booklets  which  list 
schools  on  a regional  basis 
and  there  is  now  a comprehen- 
sive CD- Rom.  also  from  (sis. 

Probably  the  most  useful 
guide  is  the  no-frills  indepen- 
dent Schools  Year  Book. 
which  you  will  almost  certain- 
ly find  sitting  in  your  local 
public  reference  library.  It  lists 
the  1.500  schools  (for  pupils 
aged  three  to  IS)  who  are 
members  of  the  five  indepen- 
dent school  associations.  Fees 
and  scholarship  availability 
are  detailed  and  there  is  a staff 
list  for  each  schooL 


Er,  Mummy,  you’re  not 
coming  with  me,  are  you? 


WHEN  John  Coleman, 
director  of  the  Trust  for  the 
Study  of  Adolescence, 
accompanied  his  son  to  a 
university  interview,  his  off- 
spring gave  strict  instruc- 
tions on  how  to  dress:  no 
loud  ties,  no  swanky  suits, 
no  scruffy  jeans  --  nothing 
embarrassing. 

Thus  was  trodden  the  fine 
line  between  parent  as  mo- 
rale-boosting. advice-giring 
taxi  driver  and  parent  as  lia- 
bility. "Should  we  go  with 
them"  is  a dilemma  faced 
by  many  families  as  17  and 
IS-year-olds  criss-cross  the 
country  in  search  of  a place 
in  higher  education. 

Dr  Coleman  thinks  the 
cue  should  come  from  the 
child.  "Talk  it  over  before- 
hand" he  says.  “Try  to  feel 
your  way  on  whether  they 
want  the  support  oF  your 
presence  or  would  fed 
cramped  by  iL  They  might 
be  worrying  about  your 
feelings,  so  if  they  say  ‘It’s 
up  to  you.  Mum'.  Mum  pro- 
bably should  not  go. 

“If  you  do  go.  have  a good 
look  around  and  perhaps 
investigate  some  of  the 
things  your  child  may  not 
have  thought  about  such  as 
the  location;  it  might  be  too 
isolated  for  them.  What 
parents  must  not  do  is  let 
their  own  memories  and 
experiences  colour  their  ap- 
proach. It  is  difficult  to  come 
up  to  date  but  university  is 
very  different  today. 

“The  other  parental  sin  is 
to  push  in.  Keep  in  the 
background;  do  not  try  to 
impress  tutors.  You’ll  only 
make  the  child  nervous  " 

AD an  Johnson,  the  chair- 


man of  the  Higher  Educa- 
tion liaison  Officers’  Asso- 
ciation, says:  "Even  the 
maximum  grant  will  probar 
bly  cover  less  than  50  per 
cent  of  the  total  cost,  so 
parents  may  have  to  stump 
up  a significant  amount  and 
they  are  very  concerned 
about  their  investment 

"They  are  also  concerned 
about  their  child's  career 
prospects  at  the  end  of  a 
course 

"Another  reason  is  that 
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sometimes  a particular 
institution  or  city  will  have 
had  a bad  press  and  parents 
want  to  reassure  themselves 
about  accommodation  and 
personal  safety,  especially  if 
the  child  is  going  from  a 
rural  to  an  urban  area.” 

Margaret  McGowan  of 
the  Advisory  Centre  for 
Education,  recommends 
“playing  it  by  ear".  Her 
daughter  went  to  an  inter- 
view in  Manchester  with 
friends,  but  asked  her  moth- 
er to  accompany  her  to 
Swansea.  “She  was  a bit 


nervous,"  Mrs  McGowan 
says.  “She  knew  I’d  disap- 
pear when  she  wanted  me 
to.” 

Though  most  universities 
now  have  open  days  or 
other  opportunities  for  fam- 
ilies to  look  around,  some 
selection  processes,  such  as 
at  Oxford,  where  candidates 
may  stay  three  or  four  days 
in  college,  seem  to  exclude 
parental  involvement.  As 
Peter  Baker,  admissions  tu- 
tor at  Hertford  College, 
explains:  "The  idea  is  that 
the  students  experience 
something  of  college  life, 
and  they  could  not  do  that  if 
Mum  and  Dad  were  in  a 
hotel  in  town  and  they  had 
to  keep  going  back  there.” 

Sarah  White.  23,  presi- 
dent of  the  University  of 
London  . Students  Union, 
says:  "It’s  best  if  families  can 
go  on  open  days,  or  tour  the 
place  separately.  It’s  easier 
to  find  out  what  you  really 
want  to  know  if  your  par- 
ents are  not  there.  You 
might  want  to  ask  the  un- 
dergraduates who  are  doing 
the  tour  whether  they  like  it 
or  what  the  staff  are  like. 

“I  think  that  there  is  an 
increasing  tendency  to 
mollycoddle  children.  But 
going  to  university  is  part  of 
growing  up  and  you  have  to 
rely  on  yourself  when  you 
get  here.  So  perfiaps  going 
to  the  interview  alone 
should  be  one  of  the  first 
steps  towards  that  indepen- 
dence. After  all,  you’re  not 
going  to  have  your  mother 
with  you  for  the  next  three 
years." 


Liz  Gill 
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0171  782  7899 


EASTER  REVISION 


MPW 

Manlier  Portman  Woodward 


A Level  & GCSE 

Revision  Courses 


EASTER 
. REVISION 

GCE  'A'  LEVEL  & GCSE 
SMALL  CLASSES 
EXPERIENCED  TEACHERS 
TEL:  01423  501041 
FAX:  01423  531110 


Group  courses  are  offered  during  die 
Easter  holidays  and,  in  London,  are 
exam  board  specific. 

Individual  tuition  can  be  arranged  during 
die  Spring  half  term  and  Easter  holidays. 

Accommodation  is  available  in  BristoL 
Cambridge  and  Birmingham. 


DAVIES  LAING  & DICK  COLLEGE 

EASTER  REVISION 

A comprehensive  range  of  courses  at  A level  and  GCSE 
Over  60  years  of  success 

0171  727  2797 

K)  Pembridge  Square,  London  W2  4ED 


BIRMINGHAM 

CAMBRIDGE 

LONDON 

MANCHESTER 


All  Subjects 
Maths  & Sciences 
Maths  & Sciences 
All  Subjects 


0121  236  7474 
01223  328686 
0171229  5928 
01612366836 


Accommodation  available 


E-mail:  tfld@dircon.co.uk 
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! London  (Sciences) 

| 01715848555 
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EASTER  REVISION 
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A Level  & GCSE 


Subjects:  Maths.  Chemistry.  Biology,  Physics, 
'Combined'  Science,  Japanese,  Theatre  Studies 

31  March  - 5 April 
7 April  - 12  April 

Residential  and  Noir-rcsklential 
Boys  & Girls 
Far  further  details  contact 
The  Registrar,  Easter  Revision  Courses,  Harrow  School, 
Harrow  on  the  EDO,  Middlesex  HA1 3BP. 

Telephone:  0181 422  2196  Faxs  0181  864  7180 

E-mail:  100ST7.15269romptxservc.com 
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30  hours'  teacher  contact  each  week. 
End  of  course  report. 

Regular  testing. 

Supervised  study  periods. 

Social  evening. 

Hal!  of  Residence  accommodation. 
Registered  with  the  DfE  & 
Recognised  as  Efficient  by  the  BAG. 
Highly  competitive  fees  structure. 


Campbell  Harris 
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SENIOR  APPOINTMENTS 


fUU  natal*  provided  for  two 
■mfafekm  ifldivtdnalG.  who  fed 
■fan  > dwflgc  ta  dneokm  in 
required.  If  ym  tew  come  to  Ibc 
condutan  dial  jtarcmenl  career 
te  no»  kndnia  w ibc  Hie  «yie  job 
wwu.  plwne  call 

CHRIS  POWLS 


IJiJVCASTER  UNIVERSITY 

Management  School 

Teaching  Fellow  * 

The  Management  Development  Division 


Appointment  of 


BURSAR 


ine  Management  Development  Division 
(MDD)  concentrates  on  the  design  and 


Director  of  Business 
Development 

c£40,000 


delivery  of  management  development 
programmes  for  the  corporate  sector.  We 
now  seek  a teaching  fellow,  initially  for  a 
period  of  3 years,  to  build  and  sustain 
effective  working  relationships,  plan  and 
manage  teaching  programmes  and  facilitate 
both  individual  and  organisational 
learning. 


Salary:  £22,374  - £28,634  p.a.  dependant 
upon  experience  and  qualifications 


. Caldcrdalc  College  b a major  provider  of  16  - 19  and  adult  learning  and  training.  Its  7 schools  have  a campus  organisation, 
centred  on  Halifax,  delivering  a wide  curriculum  which  includes  a growing  HE  dement.  Between  two  national  parks  and  dose  to 
an  area  of  outstanding  natural  beauty,  the  area  offers  a high  quality  of  lift. 


For  further  details/application  form  apply 
to  Personnel  Services,  quoting  reference 
L07,  Lancaster  University,  Lancaster  LAI 
4YW.  Answerphone  (01524)  846549. 

Informal  enquiries  to  the  Director  of  MDD, 
Dr  John  Mackness.  (01524)  594061.  fax 
(03524)  381454  or  email  J .Meekness® 
lancaster.ac.uk  Closing  date:  24  March  1997. 

Working  towards  equality  of  opportunity. 


The  Royal  Hospital  School  is  a major  co-edncanonal 
full  boarding  school  with  660  pupils  in  the  age  range 
11-18  and  occupying  a magnificent  200-acre  site  on  the 
banks  of  the  River  Stour  in  Suffolk.  Whiter  open  to 
children  from  all  backgrounds,  it  welcomes  particularly 
die  children  and  grandchildren  of  seafarers  and  in 
appropriate  circumstances  the  parent  charity  Greenwich 
Hospital  wifi  provide  assistance  with  the  fees.  The 
present  Bursar,  Wing  Commander  George  Bell  is  to 
retire  in  December  1997  and  his  soccessar  is  now 
songhL  This  is  an  exciting  and  chaHenghig  ^ ^ 
calls  for  exceptional  personal  qualities  and  considerable 
financial  acumen.  Farther  details  and  forms  of 
application  can  be  obtained  from  the  Headmaster. 

Owing  date  for  applications  is  27tfa  March  1997. 
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Tel:  01473  326200 
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NT)JC  Waul  B.Sx. 
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UNIVERSITY 

APPOINTMENTS 


COURSES 


Your  aim  will  be  to  build  on  existing  arrangements,  enhancing 
bus  ness  links  between  the  College  and  external  organisations 
■ to  maximise  income.  You  win  share  in  die  strategic 
management  with  emphasis  on  developing  partnerships  and 
realising  business  opportunities  with  commercial,  academic  and 
other  relevant  organisations,  regionally,  nationally  and 
internationally.  Reporting  to  the  Principal,  you  will  provide 
direction  to  college  companies  and  to  the  international  and 
commumcations  units. 


context  together  with  successful  experience  of  the  planning, 
delivery  and  evaluation  of  significant  commercial  projects. 
Creative,  with  wdl  developed  management,  presentation, 
communication,  analytical,  planning,  organisation  and  negotiation 
duDs,  you  win  have  a ‘hands-on’,  results  orientated  approach. 


Suitably  qualified,  you  will  have  at  least  2 years  relevant  success 
at  senior  management  kvd  in  a commercial  or  education 


Far  further  details  and  an  application  pack  please  write  to 
Sttvzn  Cooper  at  Austin  Knight  UK  Limited,  St  George  Houst^ 
Great  George  Street,  Leeds  LSI  3DL.  Altemativdj  telephone 
Steven  on  0113  220  6402  during  working  boars  or 
01623  423749 evenings  and  weekends.  Completed 
applications  should  be  returned  by  27  Monk  1997. 
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CRICKET 


Sussex  members 
urged  to  join 

Pigott’s  rebellion 


NOT  many  people  give  up  a 
good  job  In  order  to  fight  for 
the.  future  of  an  organisation 
from  which  they  were  peremp- 
torily sacked  four  years  ago, 
but  that  is  what  Tony  Pigcnt 
has  done.  He  tendered  his 
resignation  as  Surrey's  assis- 
tant coach  and  second  XI 

captain  last  week  to  attempt  to 
revitalise  Sussex,  a club  to 
which  he  gave  16  years  of 
dedicated  service  and  which  is 
now  in  turmoil. 

The  Sussex  committee  has 
long  been  accused  of  mishan- 
dling players,  never  more  so 
than  in  recent  months,  during 
which  six  capped  players  — 
Wells.  Salisbury.  Giddins. 
Law.  Speight  and  Hail  — have 
gone  for  various  reasons,  but 
it  may  come  to  most  regret  the 
departure  of  Pigott,  who  en- 
joyed three  good  years  with 
Surrey  after  leaving  Sussex. 

; Rgott  is  demanding  the 
wholesale  resignation  of  the 
committee  and  has  called  an 
extraordinary  general  meet- 
ing to  tiy  to  bring  this  about, 
although  it  may  not  come  to 
that;  the  committee  met  last 
night  to  discuss  his  action  and 
Alan  Caffyn.  the  chairman, 
may  announce  his  resignation 
today. 


By  Simon  Wilde 

Pigort.  who  runs  a cricket 
management  company  that 
handles  Alec  Stewart,  Gra- 
ham Thorpe  and  Mark 
Ramprakash,  has  an  emotion- 
al attachment  to  Sussex  cricket 
daring  back  to  his  boyhood, 
when  he  worshipped  Ted  Dex- 
ter and  John  Snow  from  the 
boundary  at  Hove. 

His  revolutionary  fervour 
has  been  fanned  by  what 
happened  after  he  arrived  at 
Surrey,  where  members,  an- 
gered by  years  of  under- 
achievement,  demanded  — 
and  got— changes  in  manage- 
ment personnel  and  were  re- 
warded last  year  with  the 


Giddins:  dismissed 


Kent  choose  Wright 


JOHN  WRIGHT,  the  former 
New  Zealand  opening  bats- 
man and  captain,  who  be- 
came one  of  the  most  popular 
and  respected  cricketers  in 
England  during  his  12  sea- 
sons with  Derbyshire,  is  set  to 
return  to  the  county  game  as 
Kent  coach  (Pat  Gibson 
writes). 

Wright  42.  is  expected  to  be 
named  today  to  succeed  Daryl 
Foster,  the  West  Australian 
who  retired  in  January  fin- 
personal  and  family  reasons 
after  five  years  as  coach  and 
cricket  manager  at 
Canterbury. 


Wright  a determined  left- 
hander renowned  for  his  pow- 
ers of  concentration,  first 
came  to  England  in  1976  when 
he  played  for  Kent  second  XI, 
but  it  was  Derbyshire  who 
signed  him  on  a special 
registration.  For  them,  he 
scored  more  than  1,000  runs 
in  a season  on  six  occasions. 

He  made  his  Test  debut  at 
Wellington  in  1978  when  New 
Zealand  beat  England  for  the 
first  time.  When  he  retired  in 
1993,  be  had  scored  more  titan 
25.000  inns.  5334  of  them  in 
his  82  Tests,  in  which  he  made 
12  centuries. 


dub's  first  trophy  In  14  years. 
Pigott,  38.  recently  addressed  a 
meeting  of  the  Sussex  Cricket 
Society  and  said  that  if  the 
members  cared  about  Sussex 
they.  too.  should  “rise  up". 

Pigott  said  his  words  met 
with  a favourable  response 
and,  on  Tuesday.  Richard 
Barrow  resigned  from  the 
committee  — ’’after  wrestling 
with  my  conscience  for  some 
time"  — in  protest  at  the  lack 
of  management  and  poor  com- 
munication, complaints  that 
lie  at  the  heart  of  Pigon's 
campaign.  As  an  example, 
Pigott  cites  the  treatment  of 
Wells,  who  was  dismissed  as 
captain  last  October  and  left 
for  Kent.  Wells  had  received 
an  assurance  that  he  would  be 
reappointed,  but  Barrow  said 
this  was  not  mentioned  at  the 
meeting  at  which  he  was 
sacked. 

Wells  has  since  been  singled 
out  for  criticism  by  Caffyn. 
prompting  one  recently  de- 
parted player  to  use  the  word 
"scapegoat".  "Nobody  is  ac- 
cepting the  blame  for  what  is 
happening,"  Pigott  said.  “Ev- 
eryone seems  to  be  more 
concerned  with  their  own  pos- 
ition than  with  the  club  itself. 

“Such  things  will  not  attract 
players  and  the  youngsters 
who  are  coming  through  will 
not  stay  if  the  side  is  neither 
winning  nor  moving  forward. 
Which  sponsors  will  want  to 
be  associated  with  Sussex? 
Who  will  want  to  invest  in  the 
redevelopment  of  the  Hove 
ground?" 

Following  Barrow's  depar- 
ture. four  of  the  nine  places  on 
the  committee  now  need  to  be 
filled  after  the  annual  meeting 
later  this  month,  but  Pigott, 
though  he  seeks  a seat  does 
not  want  cosmetic  changes, 
and  neither  does  Barrow. 
"Sussex  cannot  go  on  as  they 
are,"  Barrow  said.  "The  cur- 
rent management  style  is 
dearly  not  working  and  a 
dynamic  approach  is  impera- 
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Wells,  above,  sacked  as  captain,  accepted  an  offer  to 
join  Kent  while,  below,  from  left.  Law  (Essex) 
Speight  (Durham)  and  Salisbuiy  (Surrey)  also  moved 


tive  for  the  club's  prosperity.  It 
is  essential  that  the  remaining 
committee  members  meet 
with  Tony  prior  fa  the  AGM 
...  rhe  last  thing  we  want  to 
promote  is  public  wrangling." 

Pigott  sees  the  extraordi- 
nary meeting  as  a chance  for 
members  to  deride  the  future 
of  die  committee.  "To  turn 
things  round  will  require  radi- 
cal changes  and  long-term 
planning,"  he  said. 

"What  is  needed  is  new, 
young  people  with  fresh  ideas 
and  who  know  something 
about  cricket.  There  is  only 
one  former  cricketer  on  the 
committee.  John  Barclay,  and 
he  has  been  away  for  the  last 
four  months.  There  is  not  even 


a cricket  committee.  Trouble 
has  been  storing  up  for  more 
than  20  years.  Man-manage- 
ment in  cricket  is  not  good  and 
Sussex  are  no  exception." 

Among  the  50  signatories 
Pigott  gathered  to  force  the 
EGM,  which  would  probably 
take  place  next  month,  are 
former  player  in  David  Smith, 
Tony  Buss.  Peter  Graves  and 
Allan  Green.  If  Pigott  does  not 
find  a rate  at  Sussex,  he  will 
return  to  Surrey,  who  are 
keeping  his  job  open  until  his 
future  is  clear.  “Tne  two  dubs 
are  like  chalk  and  cheese."  he 
said,  "but  Surrey  have  come 
out  of  bad  times  and  I don't  see 
why  Sussex  cannot  do  the 
same." 


SPORTS  LETTERS 

Referees  need  time  to  consider  Rowell  tactics 

From  Mr  Steven  Dunkey  referee  resumes  play  in  a way  Q UCStlOTlfibl  C 

e!-  lu.  „n  i*  * he  deems  annmnriate.  * 1 


From  Mr  Steven  Dunkey 

Sir,  We  all  know  ft  wasn’t  a 
penalty  and  suspect  that,  the 
instant  after  he  gave  it  to 
Chelsea  against  Leicester  City, 
Mike  Reed,  the  referee,  real- 
ised it  wasn’t  erne  either.  The 
problem  was.  and  always  is  In 
such  circumstances,  that  once 
he  had  awarded  the  penalty, 
Reed  could  not,  dare  not.  alter 
his  derision. 

There  was  no  going  back, 
Chelsea  took  the  spot  kick, 
scored  and  one  goaf  wan  the 
tie.  Victory  without  honour 
was  written  all  ova-  the  Chel- 
sea players’  faces,  defeat  by 
official  mugging  was  on  the 
faces  of  those  in  the  Leicester 
camp.  Neutrals  despaired  that 
the  laws  of  the  game  so 
implemented  had  failed  at  the 
most  extreme  of  moments 
what  best  quality  decision- 
making is  demanded.  And 
that  is  all  Reed  had.  an 
extreme  moment  in  which  to 
decide;  with  no  time  to 
consider. 

I propose  the  following; 

1.  The  referee  (or  referee's 
assistant)  sees  an  offence  that 
might  give  rise  to  a penalty 
award  (currently  he  would 
give  a penalty  instantly). 

2.  The  referee  blow's  his  whis- 
tle and  stops  play,  in  response 
to  what  he  has  witnessed. 

3.  By  use  of  a dear,  purpose- 
devised  arm  signal  the  referee 
indicates  to  players  and  spec- 
tators that  a penalty  award  is 
under  consideration. 

4.  The  referee  and  both  assis- 
tants must  immediately  confer 
as  to  whether,  based  on  the 
evidence,  a penalty  award  is 
justified  or  not 

5.  Having  considered  the  mat- 
ter himself,  and  conferred 
with  his  assistants,  the  referee 
himself  makes  the  decision  as 
to  a penalty  award  or  not 

6.  If  a penalty  is  awarded,  the 
kick  is  taken  in  the  usual  way. 
If  there  is  no  penally,  the 


Windfall  profits 

From  MrJ.  Carter 
Sir,  As  a consequence  of  the 
Taylor  Report  the  Football 
Trust  provided  money  to  im- 
prove the  structure  of  all 
stadiums  of  dubs  then  gov- 
erned by  the  Football  League. 

At  a time  when  income  to 
the  trust  is  failing,  as  a result 
of  the  National  Lottery,  and 
small  clubs  are  faring  bank- 
ruptcy and  hardship,  would  it 


he  deems  appropriate. 

7.  Scrap  the  obstruction  of- 
fence within  the  penalty  area. 

The  nature  of  the  officials' 
conference  will  depend  on  the 
clarity  of  the  event  giving  rise 
to  a penalty  award  being 
considered;  for  instance,  hand 
ball  on  the  goalline  by  a 
defender  to  prevent  a goal 
may  be  so  blatant  as  to  merit 
only  a moment’s  conference, 
whereas  a less  dear  offence 
might  require  more  time. 

Crucially,  a conference  be- 
tween the  three  officials  will 
provide  the  referee  time  to 
consider,  where  at  present 
there  is  no.  or  insufficient, 
time  even  to  reconsider.  Play- 
ers and  spectators  will  tel 
that  all  has  been  done  to  en- 
sure fairer  derisi  on-making. 
Yours  sincerely. 

STEVEN  DUNKEY. 

14  Glamis  Drive. 

Stone,  Staffordshire. 

From  Mr  C.  I.  Williams 
Sir.  I am  becoming  increas- 
ingly concerned  with  the  poor 
standard  of  refereeing  in  the 
Football  League. 

It  would  appear  that  the  role 
of  the  assistant  referee  is 
merely  to  copy  the  signals  of 
the  referee  rather  than  to 
assist  him  by  indicating  when 
misconduct  or  other  incident 
has  occurred  out  of  the  vision 
of  the  referee. 

While  much  of  the  criticism 
referees  receive  during  a 
match  is  based  on  heat-of-the- 
moment  bias  from  supporters, 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  a 
match  that  passes  without 
some  refereeing /our  pas. 

Although  I accept  that  refer- 
ees. tike  all  human  beings,  are 
fallible,  mistakes  are  made  all 
too  frequently,  especially  over 
offside,  fouls  and  misconduct. 
Yours  faithfully, 

G.  I.  WILLIAMS, 

The  House, 

St  Dun stan's  College.  SE6. 


not  be  appropriate  to  empow- 
er the  trust  to  impose  a 
“windfall  tax"  on  the  extraor- 
dinarily high  profits  being 
made  by  directors  and  club 
officials  on  flotation  of  their 
dubs,  whose  assets  have  un- 
doubtedly increased  by  virtue 
of  die  Football  Trust  expend- 
iture? 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  CARTER. 

140  Longwood  Road,  Aldridge, 
Walsall,  West  Midlands. 


From  Mr  Simon  Goldberg 
Sir,  In  reporting  France’s 
stunning  victory  over  England 
(March  3),  both  David  Hands 
and  David  Miller  question 
Jack  Rowell's  failure  to  make 
tactical  substitutions  in  the 
second  half  of  the  game. 

Rowell’s  responses  to  simi- 
lar questioning  at  the  post- 
raatrii  press  conference  belie 
his  astuteness  as  a rugby 
coach  and  successful  business- 
man. The  comment  that  “sub- 
stitution is  fraught  with  dan- 
ger" may  be  true  as  a general- 
isation out  not  in  the  circum- 
stances applying  at  the  time. 
France’s  tactical  substitutions 
were  both  risky  but  injected 
fresh  pairs  of  legs  which 
transformed  the  team’s  effort. 

Rowell  also  said:  "I  didn't 
want'  to  disrupt  what  was 
going  on."  What  was  going  on 
was  that  England  were  back- 
pedalling so  much  that  it  is 
difficult  to  envisage  how  sub- 
stitutions could  have  adverse- 
ly affected  the  situation.  The 
introduction  of  a fresh  scrum 
half  and  of  one  of  the  best 
centres  in  the  British  Isles 
could  have  saved  the  game. 

A closer  analysis  of  Rowell’s 
answers  leads  one  to  conclude 
that  his  responses  are  bom  not 
from  tactical  logic  but  from  his 
uneasy  and  over-defensive  re- 
lations with  the  media. 

Yours  etc., 

SIMON  GOLDBERG. 

IS  Harcombe  Road,  N16. 

From  Mr  Matthew  Farmer 
Sir.  Jack  Rowell  should  be 
roundly  applauded  for  keep- 
ing alive  the  spirit  of  amateur- 
ism in  rugby.  How  easy  it 
would  have  been  for  him  to 
seek  to  grind  French  noses 
into  the  dust  by  bringing  on 
Ben  Clarke,  Jeremy  Guscott 
and  Austin  Healey.  How  bor- 
ing it  would  have  been  to  see 
another  runaway  result  like 
the  one  against  Ireland.  By  not 
making  substitutions  to 
counter  the  fresh  legs  brought 
on  by  the  French,  it  produced 
a far  closer  and  more  exciting 
game.  Vive  la  Corinthian  Spir- 
it — and  well  played  France! 
Yours  etc.. 

MATTHEW  FARMER. 

99  Trinity  Court. 

Grays  Inn  Road.  WC1. 


Sports  Letters  may  be  sent 
by  fax  to  0171-782  5211. 


COURSES 


QUEEN'S 

Business  Skills  Training 


‘ for  Gap  Year,  Graduates  & School  Leavers 
Courses  start: 

April,  July,  September  fit  January 
London:  0171  589  8583  Cambridge  01223  367016 


TEACHER  TRAINING 


A 50  years*  international  quality  training 
A A charity  dedicated  to  education 
A Courses:  Full-time,  Part-time  and 
Correspondence/Distance  Learning 

Tel:  0171  225  1277 

23/24  Princes  Gate,  London  SW7 1PT 
Fax:  0171  823  7557  Charity  no:  313636 
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ST  GEORGE’S 
SCHOOL 
For  Girls 
Ascot 

Tel.(01344)  20273 
Fax.(01344)  874213 

Boarding  and  Day  School 
Ages  11-18 
290  girls  (VI  Form  70'l 

Golden  Triangle  location  with  excellent 
modem  facilities 
Superb  academic  results 
Outstanding  extra-curricular  activities 
Scholarships  available 
Caring  community 


ALL  BOX  NUMBER  REPLIES  SHOULD  BE 
ADDRESSED  TO:  BOX  No 

c/a  THE  TIMES  NEWSPAPERS 
P.0.  BOX  3553,  VIRGINIA  ST, 
LONDON,  El  9GA 


ST  MARY 4 S 
SCHOOL 
ASCOT 

the  best  preparation 
for  the  future 

The  school  has  provided  a high  quality  Roman 
Catholic  boarding  education  for  girls  gjsd  11-18 
since  1885. 

Through  their  faith  girls  develop  their  own 
spinrual,  emotional  and  personal  life.  This  is 
supported  by  a well  developed  pastoral  care 
system  throughout  the  school. 

Eaedleni  academic  results:  86%  AB  grades  A 
£3798*  ABC  grades  GCSE  (1996) 

A full  and  varied  weekend  activities  programme 

Entrance  1L  13  and  16 

Conveniently  situated  dose  to  M3,  M4,  M25  and 
London  Heathrow 

Fcr  further  information,  a prospectus  or  to 
arranzE  a visit,  please  contact  the  Admissions 
Secretary  (01344)  23721 

or  write  to  St  Mary’s  School  Ascot,  St  Mary’s 
Road,  South  Ascot,  Berks.  SL5  9JF. 

SmtllrT  TexS 

Si  Miry’s  School  Aw*  otiK*  m i KgtWttd  efauity  providing  ■ 
hfahmalfty  RC  bcmSag  afaraiira  for  elite.  Charity  do.  390386 


BUSINESS  COURSES 


Distance  learning  offers  experienced  managers  an 
effective  study  route  to  the  MBA  and  Warwick's 
top-rated  Business  School  has  more  titan  10 
years'  experience  n supporting  MBA  students 
through  its  flexMe  programme. 


EDUCATION 
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WARWICK 
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I wonted  to  take  an  MBA 
by  Distance  Learning 
so  I talked  to  Warwick. 
No  one  else  came  close." 


If  you  would  Bee  to  know  more  then  caB  the 
number  below  quoting  reference  STI7I. 

Tel. +44  (0)1203  524100 

fax.  +44  (0)1203  52441 1 

E-mail;  {flmbajnf@wbs.warwjdcac.uk 

Warwick  Business  School  University  of  Warwick, 

Coventry,  CV4  7AL  England. 
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Can  the  university  you’re  looking  at 
pass  this  examination? 


LANGUAGE 

COURSES 


• 3, 6 or  1 mraUicsutteJ 

• Conpnttr  lUh  Iritalaf 

• DTF,Sjpn«Mm«iauo\f 

• ItolMttoelMcdWLiBpag* 

• Practical  work  nperVact 


ONE  YEAR  FULL-TIME 
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COURSES 


FRANCE  - GERMANY  • ITALY  » SPAM  • ECUADOR  ■ RUSSIA 

COURSES  STARTING  EVER't  FORTNIGHT... 
...LASTING  FROM  £ WEEKS  TO  S MONTHS 
SUITABLE  FOR  ALL  LEVELS.  INCLUDING  BEGINNERS 

International  Caffn<w  a (rate* 
S » Language  Schools  (0171)7956675 
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Take  a close  look  at 

Sl  George’s  University  School  of 

Medicine.  Here's  whax  you’ll  find: 

■ Muftf-national  faculty  of  over 
500  educators 

■ Cflnical  programme  conducted 
In  affiliated  hospitals  In  the 
United  States  and  the 
United  Ktogdom 

■ 88%  pass  rate  for  lst-tfene 
takers  in  June  1996 
United  States  Medical 
Licensing  Exam,  Part  I 

■ Safe,  friendly  environment 
conducive  to  learning 

■ Entire  programme  conducted 
in  English 

■ Strong  network  of  student 
support  services 


If  you  like  what  you  see  here, 
there's  even  more.  Including  our 
two  modern  campuses:  one  on 
St.  Vincent,  and  our  new  $25 
million  campus  on  Grenada. 

For  more  information,  contact: 
Office  of  Admissions,  Dept. 
AUKS,  Sl  George's  University 
School  of  Medicine,  do  The  North 
American  Co  [respondent:  Medical 
School  Services,  Ltd.,  One  East 
Main  Street.  Bay  Shore,  NY 
11706-8399,  USA. 

Call:  1-516-665-8500 
Fax:  1-516-665-5590 
Email:  sgu_info@sgu.edu 
Include  your  address  and  phone  number 


St  Geoige’s  University 

School  of  Medoc 
Grenada,  West  Indies 

Lookfortuonthc  tenter  - hupJ/wmj>igeorzemivjdu/um,f 


GIRLS  SCHOOLS 


STUDY  LANGUAGES 
IN  EUROPE 
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LANGUAGE  COURSES 

ABROAD 

AND  ENGLISH  IN  UK 
FRANCE.  GERMANY.  .SPAIN, 
(TaLI  . ECUADOR.  MEXICO 
& JAPAN. 

Br»tfvure-  f.'amhndjw  Adroit} 
ScnKT  Rero*Y  KirifUrm. 

CamtndRr  CBJ  7NL 
Tri  (112^  >U*V 
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Girls  Sixth  Form  Entry  1997 

Oundle  has  just  announced  its  next  step  in  co-education:  the  opening 
of  a fourth  Girls  Boarding  House  in  September  1997. 

We  invite  talented  and  enthusiastic  sixth  form  candidates  to  join  one 
of  the  country’s  most  successful  co-educational  boarding  schools. 

A small  number  of  fourth  form  places  will  also  be  available. 

Details  are  available  from:  The  Headmaster,  Oundle  School, 
Oundle,  Peterborough  PE8  4EN 
Tel:  01832  274014  Fax:  01832  275174 

Oundle  School  b a Kcjjj«crcd  Educational  Charity:  Number  309921 
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RACING:  PRENDERGAST  CONVINCED  RISING  STAR  CAN  UPSET  ESTABLISHED  ORDER 


CAROLINE  NORRIS 


- ^ ^ •»  • 

I'm  Supposin  demonstrates  the  aptitude  for  accurate  hurdling  which  underlines  Prendergasfs  confidence  in  his  championship  prospects 

I’m  Supposin  enters  argument 


B>  Our  Irish  Racing 
Correspondent 


KEVIN  PRENDERGAST  can 
be  relied  upon  to  speak  his 
mind.  It  is  an  admirable  trait, 
all  the  mure  so  when  his 
opinions  could  point  backers 
towards  the  Champion  Hur- 
dle winner. 

Since  I'm  Supposin.  former- 
ly useful  on  the  Flat,  won  the 
Grst  of  his  two  hurdle  races, 
the  b4-year-old  classicAvin- 
ning  trainer  from  the  Curragh 
has  insisred  that  the  five-year- 
old  is  potentially  champion- 
ship class. 

Such  confidence  can  wane 
as  the  big  day  nears,  but  not 
Prendergast's.  Asked  what  he 
was  afraid  of  in  the  Champion 
Hurdle,  Prendergast  replied: 
“Interference." 

He  laughed  when  reminded 


of  it,  but  remains  convinced 
of  his  horse's  chance.  "It  is 
simple.  If  we  get  him  to 
Cheltenham  in  one  piece,  he  is 
a good  thing,"  he  said. 

Such  a statement  could  be 
taken  with  several  helpings  of 
salt  were  Prendergast  not  one 
of  the  most  consistently  suc- 
cessful Irish  trainers  of  rhe  last 
30  years.  Prendergast  has 
maintained  the  family's  clas- 
sic-winning tradition,  started 
by  his  father.  Paddy,  with  the 
likes  of  the  2.000  Guineas 
winner.  Nebbiolo.  Arcrique 
Royale  and,  last  year.  Oscar 
Schindler.  But  he  is  no  speed- 
fixared  Rat  trainer  who  has 
just  discovered  National  Hunt 
racing's  more  rustic  charms. 

In  1967  he  trained  Talgo 
Abess  to  be  placed  third  in  the 
Champion  Hurdle,  and.  from 
a handful  of  infrequent  Festi- 


CHELTENHAM 


tSi 


FESTIVAL 


val  runners,  produced  Promi- 
nent King  to  finish  third  in  the 
1976  Triumph  Hurdle. 

"When  I've  been  at  Chelten- 
ham it's  been  great,  but  I 
rarely  train  jumpers."  Pren- 
dergast, who  also  saddles  Our 
Bid  in  the  Festival  Bumper, 
said  before  remembering  his 


riding  days  as  one  of  Ireland's 
best  amateurs.  “There  was  no 
bumper  for1  amateurs  then, 
and  I was  far  too  careful  to 
ride  in  die  hunters'  chase." 

Charlie  Swan  will  be  in 
charge  or  Im  Supposin  on 
Tuesday  and  Prendergast  has 
no  doubt  Ills  inexperienced 
horse's  jumping  will  cope  with 
the  expected  fast  pace.  "He  has 
been  a natural  from  day  one. 
Alder  brook  won  a Champion 
Hurdle  with  only  one  previous 
run  and  this  fellow  is  in  the 
same  mould,  only  bigger.  The 
faster  they  go,  the  better.  It 
will  suit  him  because  of  his 
high  cruising  speed,"  he  said. 

“This  is  a horse  who  was 
beaten  only  lb  lengths  by 
Pilsudski  last  year.  Take  Os- 
car Schindler  out  of  the  Irish 
Leger  and  I'm  Supposin  has 
only  been  beaten  four  lengths 


by  an  Oaks  winner  (Key 
Change].  There’s  nothing  else 
in  the  Champion  Hurdle  capa- 
ble of  doing  that." 

With  the  connections  of 
Collier  Bay.  Relkeel  and  Space 
Trucker  anxiously  looking  to 
the  skies  for  different  varieties 
of  help,  Prendergast  is  uncon- 
cerned about  the  ground.  On 
hard  going  last  summer,  I'm 
Supposin  won  the  Ulster  Der- 
by and.  in  his  latest  race, 
readily  handled  bad  ground  to 
beat  the  highly  rated  novice, 
Finnegan’s  Hollow,  ar  Naas. 

Alderbrook  and  Royal  Gait, 
the  1992  champion,  showed 
what  a novice,  battle-hard- 
ened from  the  Flat,  can  do  if  he 
has  a natural  aptitude  for 
hurdling.  Backers  will  soon 
know  if  I'm  Supposin's  perfor- 
mance will  speak  as  loudly  as 
his  trainer's  belief  in  him. 


SANDOWN  PARK 


2.00  Otto  E Mezzo 
2.35  Eulogy 
3.10  Act  The  Wag 


THUNDEHER 

3.45  Emerald  Statement 
4.15  Brockenfield 

4.45  MIRADOR  (nap) 


Carl  Evans;  4.1S  Bracfcenfiefd. 


GOING-  GOOD 


TOTt  JACKPOT  MEETING 


SIS 


2.00  WORCESTER  PARK  NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

it2.885. 2m  110yd)  (8  runners) 


111P60  SHAH  RAH  30  (D.F.G)  iA  HeKrcv  M Pipe  S-i»-1 3 . 

42-12  REGAL  PURSUIT  105  (Bf.FJ  !l  Tracey  NHenoteden  6-1  Ml 
01  OTTO  E MEZZO  14  (D.Gl  iJ  CucAl  M Poiglas*  5-11 4 
4J03  JAKES  JUSTICE  44  fl)  Eansi  J Silted  B-it-i 
Q-66T01  MUSEUM  16 15)  I*  flatfia'  P WWitaOft  6-10-10  . 

034  WtftSPERMG  DAWN  6f  (YV  Ponoar.frvi  C 5i(Wr  4-IIK? 

I -00MP  sm  DANTE  15  IF)  (P  Wifei  R Saw  6-10-0 
5fiP;4-  PREMIER  LEAGUE  17F  IWantfcn  Ptolnnw  J USig  7-104) 

Long  handrail  So  Danre  9-13  Fiona  Lwjt*  9-6 

BtllfJG  Ejbk  Regal Purvifl. 9-2  Jakn  Justice.  5-1  Munun  6-t  Stator#.  7-1  Eton E Meao  10-1  Wlwpemj 
Oasn.  2V1  ofter, 

1996:  AMAZE  Mi-6  E LtorpTr,  t9-»*  lady  Hones  12 ran 


101 

102 

101 

1C4 

19£ 

106 

107 

IM 


Jaime  Evans  90 
PfcfetafT)  91 
R DmvmwJy  SO 

- PHUB  Id 

XAcpnruiTl 
DGafcgta  89 
DffSitevan  95 
Laasa  Long  - 


FORM  FOCUS 


SHAHRANI  491  8ft  d TO  to  Flying  F«Mla  fl 


cwmiiioral  handicap  hindle  a)  Ascot  12m  41.  good 
REGAL  PURSUTT  bear  Wakeel  11)1  in 


m Ijrmi  REGAL 
ronton  ludto  ai  Pkirntm  (2m  II.  good  to  linn) 
on  pwuNiiHk*  dart  OTTO  E MEZZO  ban  Pftka- 
ton-j  Pal  2161  m nmira  Hide  ai  Sou  dwell  (2m, 
good  I JAKES  JUSTICE  about  2’tl  3rd  lo  Oouana 


odlo 

raw- 


m mantel  hudle  at  Fontwell  12m  21  IIOvtL 
50111  Not  96.  MUSEUM  bad  Desoto  ill 
itt  tovfiap  ude  al  Folieshne  (2m  II  110yd. 
heavy!  WMSPERWG  DAWN  15*1  3rd  ol  19  to 
Enamels  "Way  m ctaimng  notice  hurdle  at 
leicesfB  tZm.  good  lo  sod)  on  penultimate  dal 
Selection:  Ml 


2.35  ANflE  SYSTEMS  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,518  3m  110yd)  (7  runners) 

3-33002  EULOGY  21  (N  CoooeO  R Rom  MM2 


L Aspel  |3| 


1-1U031  FUNC1C0N  GALE  102  (G.S)  (Mngv  OMltf  Road)  R Cwte  10-10-13  D Monte  96 

_ T - 


P52-40P  PARLIAMENTARIAN  44  U Wate]  T Caay  8-10-0  . . J A McCarthy  95 

O0P/PU5  0NEUFUS  IB  |F)  (R  uioyi  Mr,  L Rictanh  8-104)  M Rtasmts  - 

06Q3P4  Bears  9 (Mbs  S Dougtos-Penurtj  J King  7-10-0 J Cu Italy  95 

Pft'3-PPP  LITTLE  ROWLEY  32  (J  Judd)  Mra  L ftetante  MW)  C Uwetyn  - 

0-P4P40  VICTORY  GATE  21  {V,6|  (Ms  P CkanUbi)  Fto  L Jewell  12-10-0  Ctnfc  Wet*  (5)  68 

Lang  taraflrap.  Oneahc.  9-1.  E tec  8-fi.  Lillie  Roaley  8-6.  Viewy  6*  0-6 
BETTWG.  Evens  RncWon  Gall  5-4  Eulogy.  12-1  Pariumertartm.  16-1  Elsus.  25-1  Oneote.  33-1  often 
1998:  5MLHG  CHEF  8-10-2 1 taoito  (11-21 fl  Hodges  6 ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


EULOGY  ?1 2nd  ol  7 id  Aifet  Mole  in  nonce  dose 
here  (2m  41  liOyd  good)  FUNCHE0N  GALE  beat 
Rhonun  Fw  IVt  m 7-rumet  handicap  chase  at 
PofcElOTe  (in  21.  good)  PARLIAMENTARIAN 
pulled  14)  lo  Scpte  May  m 14-oinner  notice  hsidi- 
e»  chase  ai  LmgTWd  (in  41  nOyd.  soft)  »rtft 
VICTORY  GATE  |14lb  nrx  off)  pulled  up  and 
QNE0FUS  (IGfc  mix  ofl)  pulled  ig>.  0NE0FUS 


sipped  up  after  12ft  to  Fuiy  Fox  m nonce  haxfi- 
cap  chase  a Fonhnll  |3m  2)  IIByd.  sol)).  EKEUS 
301  4ti  ol  14  lo  Fodiol  Romeo  in  novice  chase  ai 
Taunton  i2m.  good  to  sofll  VICTORY  GATE  301 
4ft  Ol  12  Id  Had  Church  n handicap  chase  al 
Fimlmll  1 3m  21  110yd,  good  U firml  an  penulb- 
mate  start. 

Selector  PUNCHEON  GALE 


3.1  0 HORSE  AND  HOUND  GRAND  MILITARY  GOLD  CUP 

(Amaleurs  £4.679-  3m  110yd)  (10  runners) 


in 

302 

Vli 

30* 

305 

SJ6 

307 

308 

309 

310 


52-3311  ACT  THE  WAG  11  (DJ.G)  (R  Ogden)  M Todhurta  B-124.  Cap!  A Ogden  [71  98 
F31P02  DUPW10W  LODGE  72  (D/.G5)  C Rar*e8  10-12-3  Cap!  D Atere-Hariay  |7]  © 
31-'11  CARDWAL  RICHELIEU  28P  IF.S)  1C  SputMigt  C 5pwtng  10-11-12  S Sportag  0 - 
UP44-  GUNNER  STREAM  305F  iCtj/.G)  i»5  A Sere,)  4 S#ns  13-11-13  A Wbod  (7)  - 
02«0R  KANTR.YA  32  ItfjGjS*  J UJIne.  e-11-12  U-Col  R Webb*wn  I7|  70 

522P4J2  JULTARA  38  <S1  iA  Quwi  I WiNants  8-11-12  . Mafor  G Wheder  0 SO 

152004  KENDAL  CAVAUEH  7 (VS)  G Balling  7-11-12  . Cap!  C Wart  Thomas  m 81 
163/SS5  MAXXUM  EXPRESS  85  (S|  (G  BaUngj  G Balding  9-11-12  Dfegn  a Bhmod  0 - 
4-P  VANCOUVER  LAD  46  IMrs  A Sami  DEM  Tuma  8-11-12  Gwntf  5 forany  0 - 
F06PU6-  TDDOUNG  UN  20P  iA  Peni  R Symnnds  10-11-7  . 'Captom  C Far  0 - 
SETTING  5-i  Ati  llic  Wag  5-2  Cadnal  fcidMOcu  6-1  Duhtolw  Lodne  8-1  Jutora.  Untt  CaraUr.  30-1  oHarc 
1996:  NORMAN  CONOUBWJR  11-12-0  Uafor  0 EHmod  (3-tl  T Thomson  Ja*s  U ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


ACT  THE  WAG  beat  Skmey  Bute  2"-l  m handcap 
Otoe  ai  Nensutle  (3m.  goodi  DUHALLOW 
LOOSE  41  3m  ID  Mr  ftcepockn  n Hand  up  chase 
a Taumon  |3m,  good)  CARDINAL  REHEUEU 
heal  Rub  Melody  II  in  uorl  b poiia  ai  ijxiertem 
(in.  good  to  firm)  JR.TARA  II  3rd  to  Finny 


TiuBi  n noirtce  Oarx  a WamcA  [3m  21  good  to 
Him)  KBOAL  CAVALER  1BW  4ih  to  Top  Jawln 


m nomce  tenOic®  chase  al  Newbury  (3m.  good  to 
sofll.  MAXXUM  EXPRESS  23141  5Si  to  Cafl 


Me 


flora  n handicap  chase  al  Taunhn  13m.  goodi. 
Selector:  ACT  THE  WAG  (nap) 


GUIDE  TO  OUR  IN-LINE  RACECARD 


101  113143  HXI0  TIMES  13  (BFJ.GS)  (Mrs  D Itotucm)  B Hatfl  12-0 . B West  0 88 


Raceord  nunber  Su-8gure  lorm  (F  — Wl.  P — 
pulled  up  IJ  — weeded  rider  R — brou^d 
down  3 — slipped  up  R — refused  D - 
<f equalised)  Hwm>  name  Days  sines  tol 
aulntf]  F if  Hal  (6  — blnken.  V — vqor  H — 
hood  E — ■ EyesfiaeW  C — course  «torw  D — 
4 stance  enrmei.  CD  — come  Bid  dshnes 


winner.  BF  — beaten  tovowte  in  la  lest  race) 
Gong  on  whch  hose  toe.  won  (F  — tom  good  to 
firm.  hart.  G— good  S — soft,  good  lo  son. 
heavy)  Oerter  in  bracfcfc  Trans.  Age  and 
MtigM  Rider  plus  any  a]  loam?  The  Times 
Pmate  Hantoappssnhng. 


3.45 


RACAL  NOVICES  HURDLE  (£3,022. 2m  61)  112  mroierc) 


401 

402 

403 

404 
•UB 
40£ 

407 

408 

4W 

410 

411 

412 


1123  EMERALD  STATEMENT  29  (D5)  (Mre  C Veatcs]  D Grose*  T-11-7  ....  B Fenton 

1-341  FGENDSHP  20  (D.G)  (T  BsdeU]  N Henderson  5-11-7  — RDunwoody 

061  JAZZMAN  20  (D.G)  a Fusl)  AJwvc  5-11-7  . N WCamson 

40-1455  WLLERSFORO  14  (G)  fffcs  0 FleWiai  N Gasctoe  5-11-7  W MartUI 

6-4  CAMERA  MAN  34  IMis  P She*)  N Haiitozson  7-11-2 JRKavswgh 

000-4P  IMPERIAL  HONORS  7B  (R  Gadner-Brown)  N Lampard  6-11-2  _ ..  Ctins  Webb  (S) 


5-222  JACK  GALLAGHER  37  (BaBa^er  Maten*)  Lfcs  8 Ganders  6-11-2 


00-40  MISTER  GH©»5nY  14  (C  Nadonj  C Weedm  b-11-2 
tPEJsl 


00-00  MUSIC  CLASS  1 5 (Mrs  P EJsImvI  C Braote  6- 11-2 

00  SPIRIT  OF  SUCCESS  80  (We&ro  Solvents)  N Lanyard  7-11-3  .. 
5P  FAITHfGG  25  (Mrs  J Hemtosor)  II  Henflerson  6-10-11  . . 

5CENC  WATERS  891F IH  Dorum)  N Imsran-Oawa  5-10-11  _ . 


M Rfchante 
D D'SuEvan 
D Galaghcr 
MrAKinane 
. PR* 
. C Llewelyn 


82 


BETI1K:  7-4  Emerald  Sttfemat  3-1  Fnendstep.  9-Z  Jannnn.  B-i  JaJ  GaHagher.  10-1  oftos. 

1996.  HM  OF  PRAISE  M1-ZJ  A McCarthy  t9-l)0  Sherwood  lOran 


FORM  FOCUS 


EMERALD  STATEMENT  beat  Shut  To  Sow  161  hi 
9-rtrmer  twice  hurdle  d PUtrptoa  (2m  41  good  la 
sail)  mefflSHIP  brat  RW  Leader  111  n 12- 
ninnet  nonce  hunfte  at  Windsor  [2m  61  110yd. 
good).  JAZZMAN  Deal  Sparkling  Spring  vfrl  in  13- 
nmner  novice  Iwnfle  al  Windsor  (2m  Gl  110yd, 


good)  WLLERSFORO  about  2W  4ft  ol  9 hi 
Sparttng  Spring  h novtee  lanfe  al  WindsB  (3n 


4t.  good)  JACK  GALLAGHER  short-head  2nd  o(  9 

Id  Scorn*  el  m 


i novKX  hunfle  ar  WMsor  (2m  41. 

goad  lo  firm). 

Selection:  EMERALD  STATEMENT 


4.1 5 DUKE  OF  GLOUCESTER  MEMORIAL  HUNTERS  CHASE 

(Amatews:  £1,349-  3m  110yd)  (7  rurwiers) 


U3-U4  ACROSS  THE  CARD  13P  | 

10>1  OVER  THE  EDGE  13PJE  

U-12I  BRACKWED  20P  (GLO/.aS)  P Barter  IT-12-4  . Capt  0 Aton-Hankny 
GP4-0  GOLDEN  MAC  9 (S)  (R  Famtavel  R Fjnsftam  10-12-4  tb(or  0 Snood  (7) 

FU22LHJ  NO  AKER  29  (F.GI  |R  Haft  N Gasetoe  9-12-4 Capt  R Hal  (7)  77 

P/22-P  TRUE  STHL  8 lOS)  (J  Tnce-FWpht  J Tiw-Wph  11-12-4  J Trtce-flnlpii  (5)  57 
BETRKG-  5-4  BractenUeW.  52  Over  The  Edge.  4-1  Amcnsm  Eyre.  8-1  True  Steel  12-1  often 
199ft  OVER  THE  EDGE  10-11-11  S Spotbag  (1MJ  S Sportorg  4 m 


501 

502 

503 

504 

505 

506 

507 


FORM  FOCUS 


OVER  THE  EDGE  bed  Samsmrd  JJ  m poW-to- 


pood  a)  Uldnli  13m.  Qoad).  NO  JOKER  3^1 2nd  to 


Mann  Mrd  m maidai  hurtfa  (base  a F<Aenhan 
(2m  5f  1 10yd.  good)  Vtov  96.  TRUE  STHL  41 2nd 
to  Norman  Conqueror  n amateur  rjaie  ovei  cocrx 
aid  dtstanra  I good  to  sod)  an  perwHim*  start. 
No  setedwn 


Dunwoody 
fit  for 
Sand own 
return 


By  Julian  Muscat 


RICHARD  DUNWOODY 
secured  his  place  in  the  Chel- 
tenham weighing  room  yes- 
terday when  he  returned  to 
Ashford  Hospital,  in  Surrey, 
for  a series  of  successful  tests 
on  his  fractured  sternum.  The 
jockey,  detained  in  hospital 
for  36  hours  after  a fall  at 
Kempton  13  days  ago.  res- 
umes at  Sandown  today. 

After  schooling  four  horses 
for  the  David  Nicholson  sta- 
ble, Dunwoody  was  examined 
by  medical  staff  and  cleared  to 
return  to  action.  “They  had  me 
on  a treadmill  for  12  minutes 
while  they  took  some  cardio- 
graph readings,”  he  said. 
“They  were  quite  happy  with 
my  progress." 

Despite  his  injury,  Dun- 
woody has  been  able  to  main- 
tain his  fitness  by  running  and 
the  use  of  rowing  machines. 
The  soreness  he  felt  after 
riding  out  on  Tuesday  has 


4.45 


RAYNES  PARK  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£3,550:  2m  6f)  (9  rumen) 


em 

602 

603 

604 

605 

606 
607 
6Qa 
609 


1/30/50  WfcGS  COVE  14  rG  S)  DB0  Hying  Partner?)  Latv  Kotik  7-11-10  R Dunwoody  93 
2P/2-300  TEXAN  BABY  ZO  (B.D.S)  1C  Smaasooi  N IwteUm-Haws  B-11-4  . . D Wateh  90 
235220  FORTUNES  COIBSE  14  (D&S)  Ml  A Caret!)  J King  8-11-3  _ T J Murphy  95 
261-FOU  COURT  NAP  22  IF.G)  (M  Connell)  3 Mdn  5-11-0  Mr  P Stint  94 

IP-1261  JERQUES  22  (G)  lUes  5 Blurt  erg)  J Old  8-10-13  . . N Wfeusan  98 

2-43854  SMUGOBTS  PONT  30  (F£)  iMri  V Hoarei  J Brtdger  7-10-12  5optee  Mtttel  (5)  97 
P00-036  NUAN  0UFST  39  (SI  IJ  L Raong)  N SaseW  8-10-11  . . . W MinUn  09 

24:4P00  SWMG  QUARTET  43  |DJB|  (T  CWd  Bhfti)  N TwvOavOwtt}  7-10-2  C Ltowetyn  “ 
.0)  lift-  J 


PT2-164  IffiADDR  18  (D Jff.B)  lift.  J Whaeirradl  R Cute  6-10-2 ....  D Monte 
BETTING:  5-2  Jefferies.  7-2  Merador.  4-1  Smuggler  i Port.  7-1  kxfen  QuesL  8-1  Wings  Con.  12-1  abort 
1996;  LEAD  VOCALIST  7-11-2  D CSdltan  (4-1)  R Raw  8 ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


WINES  COVE  7UI  5ft  to  CUaiffiio  In  tandUap  i 
hunfle  a Leicester  Cm  41 110yd,  good  u soft  on 
peredUniale  dan  mft  JEFFER&S  (6ft  mrse  aS)  11 
Eft  TEXAN  BABY  19KI  3rd  to  Top  Jarabn  ft 
handictei  IwnSe  al  Newton  Abbot  (2m  El.  soB) 
FORTUNES  COURSE  head  2nd  W Impenal  Vintage 

In  tendiop  ctux  al  LudkM  13m.  good  to  firm)  <r 
peniWrote  start  JGFFERES  had  Nine  0 Thru  Ml 
n hunt  tap  hunfle  al  Tamtai  I2tn  31  IlDyd.  good) 
MHADOh  beat  Daring  King  81  In  tantficte  lirtie 
a)  Fnffrtll  (2m  El  llOvd.  good) 

SetecQoir  JEFFEFttS 

COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS 

Wra 

Rnft 

l 

JOCKEYS 

Winner, 

Rides 

% 

J DU 

II 

39 

282 

Cap)  A Ogdoi 

3 

8 

37  5 

M Pipe 

11 

61 

180 

R Dunwoody 

31 

105 

29  5 

5 

29 

172 

C Wad  Thomas 

5 

79 

.■bJ 

C B»xdd 

7 

45 

156 

Malar  0 EBwsid 

1 

15 

2D 

22 

143 

154 

W Marnon 

5 

33 

152 

G Balding 

7 

62 

112 

P Ffeto 

ID 

85 

116 

RESULTS  FROIUL  YESTERDAYS  THREE  MEETINGS 


Wincanton 


Going:  gooO 

2.10  (2m  hdiei  1.  Talattiash  IR  Johnson 
2-1  [1-lav)  2.  Sam  uni  Scoil  <9-21.  3. 

Nordaice  Prince  [13-2).  Oualitv  C-1 
1 7 ran  *»l.  71  D Nicholson  Tore1  C3  OO 
SI  30.  £220.  £2  10  DF  £1000  Trio 
5714  70  CSPC1152. 


2.40  (2m  54  dii  l Full  Of  Bounce  IT 
Oaccombe.  33-ii  2.  Frazer  teiand  (11-8 
lau  3.  Tru-j  Deed  <3J-I)  10  ran  211. 3'-.l 
R Fk<lg«  Tow  523  80.  £380.  £1  40. 
£2  80  DF  £23  10  Tno  E238  60  '2SF 
£74  06 

3.10  (2m  51  chi  1.  Senor  B Betnrtu  (G 
Breellev.  15-81. 2.  Ha*ua»an  Vodtr  i7-J  fawi: 
3. FoduEirano ,6-1)  Sian  i'hI.  131  MraS 
Noct  Tola  £2  70.  Cl  TO.  Cl. 10  DF-CJJO 
CSF  £5  (O 


3.40  |2m  hOfej  1 Northern  Stulighl  (A  P 
v.  1 1-10  lain.  2.  Fhnng  Fiddler  i9-4). 
3.  Momtod- (5-i)  4rai  1 -‘,1. 2'  -i  M Pipe 
Tent.  £1  80  DF  £3  10  CSF  £3  07 


4 10  (Dm  It  110yd  ohl  1 Ryming  Cuplel 
are#  evona's 


(Mr  L Jerttaref.  6-1:  FUcfiare#  Evans's  nap) 
2.  VWd  HhiMn  (13-8  lav).  3.  Young  Brave 
i5-21  6 ran.  !l-l  3“l  M Tnchey  Tole 
£7 10.  £3  90.  £1  10  DF  £5  CO  CSF' 
£14  53 


pueique  0 hose  7-2  lav.  20  ran  3.  V.-l  R 
Hodges  Tole  C9  10.  El  80.  £4  10.  £1  60. 
WTO  DF  Cl 36 QO  Trta  El .4*4 OO  CSF' 
5292  28  Tncast  £1^45  51 
S.IO  12m  hdle)  1.  Mutetadl  (R  JoMson. 
^11  £.  Ring  Ol  Vision  (16-1):  3.  Kedwic* 
t'4-11  Emnanimerfl  5-2  lav  17  ran  2H 
Herrien  Tele  CIO  90  E3  40. 
S.??.,1?™  DF  60  Tr.o  £333  70 

C5F  C131  08 

Placepoc  E22.30.  Quadpot  El  1 ^O. 


Carlisle 

Going:  J».  jvy  (soft  m pUjcesi 
2.00  t3m  110yd  hdtc-l  1.  Ansuro  Agawi  (P 
N'ven.  11-11.  2.  Me,  Ro&TCOn  (b-1(;  3 
PrianamBirig  (14-1i  Parade  Racer  2-1  l3v 
12  ran  NR  PeObte  Beech  IA  ;:l  Mr-i  M 
Fleveiev  Tale-  £14  00  £3  30.  £i  ?0.  £3  00 
DF  £69  90.  Trio  £143  SO  CSF  £6723 
Trevtsr  £850  09 


2.30  (Dm  htffei  1.  CMI  Wind  .M  Fester 
5-2/  71  Parian  <2-1  lav).  3.  Grouse-W- 
i-fc-amer  Te  7 ran  Nk  141  N Byoofr 
Toic  £3  60  £1  60.  £1  80  DF  £4.30  CSF 
£7  55 


3.00  (2m  41  110yd  hdle)  1 Ardrina  (A 


DoMrt.  4-1 1: 2.  Kuo  The  West  (£-1  lavi.  1 
Masayw  (33-1).  15  ran  NFL  Larkshffl  111.61 
F Murphy  Tote-  ES.10:  E2.50.  El  70.  £5  BO 
DF-  £8  00  Tna-  57180  30  CSF  £11  59 
3.30  \2mAI  110yd  chi  1.  Kervnore-Speed 
IR  Guest.  7^1.  2.  Solomon  s Darcci  (4-7 
lav),  3.  Wliway  {33-1)  4 ran.  131  13!  Mrs  S 
Smith.  Tote-  £2.70.  DF  £1  40.  <CSF  £2.97 
4 XSO  (2m  It  tide)  T.  Kafletoafaib  (1  Jardme. 
B-i).  2.  Enchanted  Collage-  (9-J  lav).  3. 


PappjChariw  |9-JI  73  ran  2l.  51  L Lurroo 
Tote  ES Du.  £2Sa  £160.  £2  80  DF 


£1710  Tna  ES5S0  CSF  £23  79  Tnoasr 
£157.87 

4 JO  (3m  21  ch|  I.  Northern  Squire  (E 
CaUaahar.  7-4  fevj:  2.  Cedidh  Boy  (7-21;  3. 
Acaiou  III  (2-11. 4 ran  1K1.  261  J Jerterson 
Tole  £200  DF  E330  CSF  £722. 

5.00  (3m  If  flail  i.  Linwood  (A  Dobbin. 
1 1 -10  lavi  2.  Tern's  River  (2-JJ.  3.  Secy.-  By 
Side  1 11-11  12  ran  9i.3i  GRiohaitu  Tote 
£2.70.  £1  ia  £1  TO.  £3  50.  DF  £2  70  Tno 
£5  10.  CSF  £347 

PLacepot  £254.30.  Ouadpot  £29.70. 


Towcester 

Going:  sob 

2^0  f3m  hffic)  I.  Winter  Rose  (K  Hrtjbert. 


lO-H.2.AitJentL'»ie(T1-4lflv),3.  Hancod' 
(6-11  15  ton  1 71  Mas  P whale.  Tgte- 


£1 1 70:  £220.  £1  30.  £2  50  DF.  £18  70 
Tno  £43.00  CSF-  £35  SB.  tncasL  C 173  85 
2-50  (2m  a ch)  1.  Him  0»  Praise  (J 
Osborne.  4-S  lav).  2.  Major  Nu/a  (20-11: 3. 
BaHydoiigen  1 50-1 1 12  ran  *1.  121  O 
Sherwood  Tdo.  E2.20-  £1  30.  E2  00.  £800. 
DF  £1620  Tno- £56  70.  CSF- £2 1 04 
320 13m  if  chi  1.  Taapianter  (Mi  B PoAocP. 
0-13  lav):  2,  Fiddlers  Rhe  (7-1 1. 3.  Lumga 
GTibei  (7-11  7 ran  31.  dal  Mss  C Saunders 
Tole  El  70.  £1  10.  El  SO  DF  £3  90  CSF 
£5  40 

350  (2m  51  hdtoi  1.  Korrvekla  Queen  iJ 
Osboma.  5-4:  Thunderer's  nap).  Z Lady 
High  Shentf  (6-5  fav|.  3.  Koshesn  T7-1I  9 
ran  NR-  Mavin  Magic  51, 81  O Sherwood 
Tole  E2  30:  Cl  00.  tl  40.  LI  60  DF.  £1  TO 
Tno.  £2  30  CSF  £2  89 
420  1 3m  It  hdle)  1 Caiflngtord  Lakes  (J 


Cuddly.  3-1  lav).  2.  SimpdAn  (7-2).  3.  Holy 

(7-1)  “ - - • - - 


9 ran  Sh  hd.  T‘l  T T Janca 
Tole*  £360.  £1  20.  £2.10.  £1.70  DF-£830 
Tno-  £27  CO.  CSF  £13  53  Titoasr  £60  30 
4.50  (2m  hdk?)  1.  WassJ  Street  (N  VWAim- 
sar  6-4).  2.  Harlequin  Chorus  (11-8 1 w|.  3. 
Simply  |4-Ii.  4 ran  2h  FrJ.  ia  h Morewn 
Tote.  £2«  DF  £24f.  CSF.  £3 80 
Jackpot  £7,100.00  (0.86  tickets.  Pool  of 
£567.73  canted  forward  to  Sendcnn 
today). 

Placepoc  £1100.  Ouadpot  £4.30 


RICHARDEVANS 


Nap:  BANG  IN  TROUBLE 

(Z55  Ayr) 

Next  best  Mirador 
(4.45  Sandown  Park) . 


largely  gone.  “Ir  felt  much 
better  when  I rode  out  for 
David  Nicholson,"  he  said. 
"But  there  is  no  substitute  for 
race-riding.” 

Among  the  horses  he 
schooled  were  Mulligan.  Vi- 
king Flagship  and  Certainly 
Strong  — all  of  whom  he 
partners  at  Cheltenham. 
"Mulligan  popped  his  fences 
nicely  and  1 am  looking 
forward  to  his  Face,”  Dun- 
woody said,  “while  Viking 
Flagship  had  a bit  of  a 
refresher  course." 

Indications  from  the  Nich- 
olson stable  yesterday  sug- 
gested that  Dunwoody's 
Champion  Hurdle  mount  will 
be  Relkeel.  The  horse  com- 
pleted his  fast  work  with 
considerable  zest  on  Tuesday. 
Zabadi  is  to  join  his  stable- 
mate  in  the  Champion. 

However,  Nicholson  is 
leaning  towards  the  Citroen 
Supreme  Novices'  Hurdle  for 
Sanmartino.  He  said:  “I 
would  not  want  to  finish 
second  or  third  in  the  Cham- 
pion and  say  rhat  we  should 
have  run  in  the  novice  hurdle 
and  won  it.” 

Ladbrokes  yesterday  eased 
Collier  Bay.  the  Champion 
Hurdle  favourite,  to  100-30 
from  3-1  in  the  face  of  support 
for  both  Large  Action  and 
Space  Trucker.  Collier  Bay  is 
best  on  an  easy  surface  but  the 
Cheltenham  executive  again 
watered  the  course  yesterday 
in  its  continuing  efforts  to 
produce  good  ground. 


AYR 


THUNDERER 

1 .50  Lumback  Lady.  220  Real  Tonic.  2.55  Bardin 
Trouble.  3.30  Disco  Das  Mottos.  4.00  Frozen  Sun. 
4.35  Menahfi. 

Cad  Evans:  4.00  Frozen  Stiff. 


GOING:  SOFT  (GOOD  TO  SOFT  IN  PLACES) 


SIS 


1 .50  LOCH  DOON  NATIONAL  HUNT  MAIDEN 
HURDLE  (£2.336  2m)  <11  runners) 

1 8-5  AWB«JtKn2  4iWSs’5ff-!?-e  -r 

2 lira  CARLISLE  BANBITO'S  14  (SFJrY  i Bera':-11-8_  M Matoay 


003  COTTSTDWN  BOY  13  AFs  £ Brastime  f-H-8  — • “I, 

3®  KHANME  27  E SdarS  5-:i-fl /J*£5 

00  LA  RMEflA  32  J Darir  5-11-E  - . . KMtKon 

PHHCE  OF  IHYWSasjGccCtoncs  8-11-8 G£™ 

OOP-  CRANE  RAMBLER  322  3 Etesteoc  S-IT-3 JJW® 

P CREAM 0 TIC  BtSfflcR  27  A Y.TzSsa 5-H-3 FPWaB 

4522  LUMBACK  LACY  10  B ■’.tEtoggxt  7-11-3  — - _BSOiey 
400F  MEAOCWLKK S4 WYaag 3-ii-3 
20  ONE  STOP  21  U 3aiteS  4-12-9  . ...  STaytop) 


M Desbsik.  3-1  Urtba*  l*it.  Ctfcif  Sailia'i  M U 9-1  eras- 


2.20  JOHN  BROWN  MEMORIAL  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3,119: 2m)  (G) 


33F1  SMDNG  SAND  23  tDJi  r Uooltetn  7-11-10  - ..  . AOobto 

1- F1  REAL  rare:  3 «3J  3 M1-'t P Cartwry 

2- 00  ARACKW  AYR  7 (E.5I  s 9-11-1  _ ...  M Motoiey 

■fOO  CORSTOTJOKSI 39  L Lungs  7-1 1-!  . . . . J CaW«» 

6023  MORAN  20  A ffisltocs  6-11-4 __  B Stortf 

-Otff  SHUT  UP  23  (G)  Mra  E 5-iO-ij  . . - K Jolwism 


5-4  Art  icrac.  9-4  Arayr  * p.  9-2  Smgtog  SssL  5-1  Mcaaa.  iM  oCten 


2.55  JAMES  BARCLAY  MEMORIAL  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£2,315:  3tn  110yd)  (8) 


1 1313  MILITARY  ACADEMY  8 (C  J).SjS)  G RtcteUS  fl-12-0  P Cartwy 

2 -JP6  BANG  K7ROU3LE  II  ICS)  JJCNsjII  6-11-6  R McGfBh  (5) 

3 -ItT  IMBIBE  11  (OJ^I  C Thcrata!  b-U-fi  (6en - M Fastor 

4 4-20  LEAEHHG  PROSPECT  38  16.5ft  Urt  J Gscdtetat  10-10-13 

NHoouds(7) 

5 0235  StfiSOY LA0 11  ii  Sute  6-lO-It D Benttey 

6 2F.6  FESTIVAL  FANCY  7 |6J5)  B LteS255an  10-10-9  __  G Ik  (3) 

7 1565  HUDSON  BAY  THAQZR  S (D.G.5)  f 8Kumxa  10-10-0 

(Ass  P Robson 

8 0042  SUNNY  LHIH  24  P 6-1G-0 A Dobbo 


2-1  '(touts  5-2  Arater>.  5-7  Srrrtif,  let  7-1  Sunn*  Lets  9-1  often. 


3 30ARIHUHCHAUENGeCUPHAIffllW 

CHASE  (£3  55S'  2m  ^0  (5)  _ 

™ A MM  « “ 

2.,  ^0  to  Me®.  iteflaa.3-isatt;-2ift»w._8Li>ar.; 


4 00  AYRSHIRE  AGRICULTURAL  ASSOCIATION 

fovmm 


JSS:£t339:2m5I1l0yd)(7) 

1 PfP-  CANNY  CHWMCLE  356P  (G)  Mffl  C Oimmi  9- . *2®^^ 


f 

54  ftnni  Sfttt  M DawnBIi*  MOM*.  ™ »-! 

(■taring  Gate.  MoO»  Gcbj.  2S-1  Cawv  ■ 


4.35  DOON  NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.993: 2m)  (8) 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS:  G Ridwifc.  49  im»i  tarn  191  rumo.  » TV  A 

tWdlSte/7  hom  35  20  01.  C Thornton  5 taw  J J tTNNB 

20  Iran  106. 18  W.  D Win  too  3 from  Ifi.  18.8V 

JOCKEYS.  A Dobfim.  32  »ra*m  horn  lfil  nfc 

Sm2i.  190%  P G Uni  11  hum  .1. n Sfwn 

179  14  5V.  MMoloner  0ftom67  )TJV  S Lea.  3 from  26. 115V 


BUNKERED  FIRST  TIME:  Exeter  i 45  Sptead  TheWad. 
Market  Rasen:  3.20  Whafs  Seaelo,  No  ftd&nq.  Sandown 
Parle  3.10  Kendal  Cavafer.  4 45  Texan  Batiy. 


MARKET  RASEN 


THUNDEHER 

1.40  Spitfire  Bridge.  2.10  Mr  Boston.  2.45  Fairly 
Sharp.  3.20  Moobakkr.  3.50  Golden  Hello.  4^5  Dual 
Image.  4.55  Woodfield  Vision. 

Carl  Evans:  2110  Carfy  Brrin. 


GOING:  GOOD  (GOOD  TO  SOFT  PATCHES) 


SIS 


1.40  FARMERS  DAY  SELLING  HANDICAP 

HURDLE  (£1.865: 2rn  II  110yd)  (9  runners) 


1 S-PP  HJRQUW  THE  R32.  JO  ff)  S CWi  5-12-0  ISss  R Ctaft  (7) 
: P544  JUST  FOR  A REASON  30  (6)  R jnfci  5-U-2  . . J Ratal 
a 2P-0  BL0TOFT4  Sfio.r^ic-it-'  RGanfiy 

0 3320  OAEURY  13  V."  L Liai  5-10-13  TS«Ual(7) 

1 5006  COOL  STEEL  TO  f.-rac  5-13-12  . . E Categtan  (3) 

6 3320  SUMMER  VftlA  21  (51 ' £-10-12 K Gads 

7 “005  SPITFIRE  fiRTOGE  TO  I3F1  1 VsCc«  5-10-2  _ D Bitdgsator 

i 1 SUPrEtE  liLSOfi  W?  ID  S)  iO  bm  4.TO-7.  . P HoBey 
3 PPPB  V7DQDLAN0S  LAD  TOO  30  ? S?0-0. . . BBeiany 

11-4  Just  far  J ?ea;ir.  7-1  Sjp:  rjs.-c-i  4-i  5-1  'jumria' Will  7-1 

ipillii?  S-l  :rr  r£srs. 


2.1  0 BEAUMONTCOTE  HUNTERS  CHASE 

(Amateurs:  £l  .329: 3m  if)  (5) 


1 3-26  UATTRslS  20 (C3.Ffi.SU  Ln?i  iS-;2-:2.  . WMorgznfT) 

2 f-11  MR  BOSTON  S ID  F.SlSi  Vi  'J  S Swats 

3 6-11  CA3LY  SRRffl  5?  ir  G.5i  . hate,  12.T2-5  C Uulefi  17) 
i tMJ4  HSH  CUAY  23  (7.G  5)  — rt  " -jr£:  :4-TO-5  UssSL»nbl7) 
£ PS-5  RN  COM'.tfWIEn  ^ TO) : '.sksl:  11-12-5  J R CotrewB  (T) 


J-6  ‘.ft  Ersn  Vx: z~~.  = 'i  Cisrsite.  ftto  Dm/ 


2.45  WHEATLEY  PACKAGING  JUVENILE 
NOVICES  HURDLE  ,£2  996  ZT.VV.DyO)  (17) 


s 


0421  SIX 22  TO* . '■< 

4TO5  FA15?L'-'  SHAn3  «r.  2 

0 ARICA'i  «•„').  4F  V :r=T-  V . 

JiFHETD?,  .W.Jt  :-F . 4 -sr:  ’•-( 

GOLD  Cf  iRASli  177?  - :„  v.'  "-C 
UR  JAVAJCAY  FJGNT  13  V".  7-  _zr.^r.  1 
3P  )KALj*KiUL'.  2! . Hr :: ' 

“ jjASiGiJA'iDir*- 

P-  PRIITOIPAL  5-3*'  7 * Erf  ?---  . 

17-  SSTURSA553F-; 

11  UO  SHAn°  CO W.!«S  3 = i=Us  ' 1-0  . 

::  SPENCER  ST AU.01S  225  G F^e  11-C  . 

13  0 TOTJTO  17  7.  7s>.-^{  "4 Dae*  Bgme 

14  0 V.TOYEDGES  Vi  "-0  . . . JSuppto 

15  2K0  5ELUAK1TA 15  2 *■£*£!  *5-5  Uchari  Braman  |3j 

it  43  C0.T1  TrZ  Yi=D  25r  V :-icn' i£-3  Vi  WbrtmgtiH 
17  0 SU.‘t.1BPRPiCrS?l5:--.r“.  ;2-3  . . Ga>  Lyons 

S-:  i_-  C:^--  £-'  .1.-4  sr  '■  f-  =-'  s7f'.  "fj'ri  1C-J  Hrtranu 
Gs'S  C AU4.  IM 


. F Leahy  (3) 
R Guest 
K Saute 
. C Dntfgwler 
E -Caffaghan  (3) 
j Raflton 
R -fliipTi* 
. flGancy 
RRourhe 
P Mven 
. P HoBey 
R Massey  (3) 


3. 20  LINCOLNSHIRE  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2  478  2m  5!  110yd)  (12)  ' 

1 -JFF3  TH'JRSC-tY  NIGHT  52  |S.-  -•  sCi5a-a  £-:C-C  P Niven 

2 -003  DA'.VU  MCSIGN  83  *Fj  7 Eas;afty  £-11-7  . R Gjuurv 

2 1220  DESERT  FORCE  S iBF.F  G.S.  3 ritn  M3-U  Gary  Lyons 
J 350  KEDWCICO  P0F=Y  20  (Gj  i Itaigai  3-10-1  i . . B CWnrt 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (SOFT  IN  PLACES) 


1.45  HMS  EXETER  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(D'w  I.  £2,008-  2m  31  HOyd)  (12  mnners) 

1 0-6  CMHUTER  COUNTRY  J1  C Barrtl  6-11-2. 

2 m/  DUWiCKS  WH1  690  F Tuokte  6-11-2 

3 -400  FtDOES  LAD  7B  D UicWsw  6-11-2  ... 

4 00  LANGTOMM  15  GEAante  6-11-2 
E OP  MLLCROFT  REGATTA  18  R Mne*  5-11-2 

04  MYSTIC  HU  22  fi  Fioa  6-11-2.  . 

P.T-  NEARLY  ALL  RKHT  356P  S Erie  B-11-2 - 


2.1  5 HMS  EXETER  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Div  II.  £2,008:  2m  31 110yd)  (111 


1 -221  AVANT1  EXPRESS  18  (S]  CEgenon  7-11-6 

2 502F  KYLAMI  BA  Hottos 5-11-2  . 

3 FRO  UR  LOVELY  9 J Neville  6-11-2  ..  .. 

4 PPP  R0RTU9(BUWOTff)B-M-2 - 

5 -004  STEER  POINT  22  R Fid  6-11-3  _ 

6 2-PP  TALK  BACK  87  WBHKngW  5-11-2...  . 

T 0 CUU» 38 RSrem 5-10-11 ...  CMauCe  - 

£ SOLAZZ1641F  L Caflrell  5-10-11  ..  . '0  Borrows  |5|  - 

3 0-50  SFWtT  LEVH.  20  J Payne  9-10-11 .._  Mr  R Payne  - 

1C  32  GNE  AND  TAKE  15  (BF1  M Pipe  4-10-6  A P McCoy  96 

1!  00  RAPID  L1NHT  22  R Bfer  4-10-8..  . . V Stately  - 


5-4  Sarto  Erpmss.  4-1  Give  And  t*e.  5-1  Talk  BacA  12-1  Spwr  Uw*.  Stw 
Perm  14-'  KVlarra.  16-1  nftert 


2.50 


DIAMOND  EDGE  NOVICES  CHASE 

t£3,193:  2m  71 110yd)  (11) 


1 F32F  PLEASURE  SHARED  14  roflF,TOS)PHrt*i9.n  4 GTanney  ® 
1 20  TOJ  D Saatoflo  6-1 1-3  GBratoey  93 


2 1131  CAUDLE'S  CRU5AD0U  ^ 

3 44F1  STORMY  SUNSET  43  ff, 5)  W Dans  10-1 1-5  MrT  Darts  (7)  51 

4 /4-F  BEAR  CLAW  10  (B.S)05tere«)d!MT-2 . . JOstame  31 

5 PQPF  DEXTflA  I S Erte  7-11-2 . . SMcflei  - 

043  BOIANDBJGKr 9 MFve 7-11-2  ..  _ . CMsude62 


64-f  MALWOOO  CA5TLE  4 (G)  R Aha  7-11-2 ..  AThonflon  - 

G)  r I 


& -FOP  OATS N BARLEY 34 (B) PFBtfWd B-11-2.  . S Burroogh  - 
? 0600  RATHKEAL  22 MHeaa,. Elite 6-11-2  _ . . BPoweff  - 

10  5-20  SECRET  BO  37  (BF.Fi  R Aher  7-11-2 W MeFartnJ  80 

11  'F  SILVe) HUS MnSWiniarTH 7-10-11 . . RGrane  - 


E-4  Fieasu*  Stared  2-1  Carole  s Cnaarter.  4-1  Bn  Claw,  14- 1 MNwod  CasUe. 
16-1  Wian  DcfcgW.  Secrw  Bid.  20-1  Stormy  Sunet  25-1  often: 


•gw  3-i 

16-0  NO  FtDDUNG  20  iS.Si  2 MsImt  6-10-1(1  D Brtograr 


6 3521  '/MATS  SECRET01 74  (VTOfiryssaraer  5-104  J Ratoon 

7 55 PP  LAFQ5ITAWBL£AUSfF»C3(0sr.^-10-5.  E QAaghan  13) 

5 P430  SASSIVER  17  |C.D.F.G|  ? WHxu  7-iC-s  K Saute 

9 -144  CRA2Y  HORSE  DANCER  182  (r.G^I  F JjnJar.  9-IC-l  R Supple 

IB  PP4P  MOOBAKKR  43  iCD.F.OS)  r iJcrpr  6-104  Derek  Byrne 

11  -530  HIGH  PENHOWE  17  iD.F)  J Ovivi  9MCK-  » R ThomW  (5) 

12  636'  DOCTOR  DUNKUN  S7  (D.F)  Mrs  V Wad  a-10-0  . Mtiud 

Brennan  (3| 

3-1  Dwr>  Wsaon.  4-1  Thur^ay  ihgrff.  6-1  Dessri  Fcna.  7-1  No  Adding.  B-I 
Sesstver  rff-l  Crarv  nene  Oancer  1 teed™ a Poooi.  12-1  afters 


3.50  WHEATLEY  PACKAGING  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3,678: 2m  41)  (TO) 


fl  GamOy 
S Cuiran 
PNtven 
J Raton 
R Guest 
K Garde 


1 7F24  GOLDEN  HHJ.0  34iF.G5HEaswtyE.il  4.. 

2 P.PP  CAPTA«  MY  CAPTAH  BE  (G»  fi  aatamsi  9-10-10 

3 004*  CLAVERHOUSE  17  (F.G)  J F«g»nM  8-10-10 . 

4 56P4  DREAM  LEADER  15  |G)  M Rofiote  7-HJ-iO. 

5 -2W  GABJC  BLUE  43  Mrs  S SrraB)  7-10-10  

E FF-4  GORBVS  MYTH  2S5  TO)  J Lsvgft  7-10-10 

7 F04  PLEASURE  CRUISE  24  J Crawdl  7-10-10  . NTEgan|7l 

0 P-  SEABRBH7  SAGA  3B9P  M Chapman  7-ifl-iO.  W WortMn0ton 
9 40UU  TUG  YOUR  FORELOCK  IB  G Johnson  Houghton  6-10-10 

Uchael  Brennan  0} 

10  20P-  PARSONS  BELLE  449  (ft,  C Bowmai  9-10-5  M Slturai 
4-5  Golden  Hello  7-2  Ctoratwusc  7-1  Gorffy  s Myte.  Gaekc  Blue.  B-I  often 


4.25  UNPAC  GARAGES  GROUP  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£2,809: 2m  imoyd)  (5) 

1133  NETHERBY  SAID  17  iCO,F,G1  P Beaumont  7-12-0  R Supple 

F>.G.S 


2 1231  SUPER  SHARF  125  (D.F.G)  H Olnm  9-10-13  iacqul  MVA 

4 3P02  RECORD  LOVER  4F  (F)  M Ctapnan  7-10-0  WWreDftguai 

5 OOP5  RUSTIC  GENT1 6 (F.S)  Mn  L Jnril  9-10-0.  . . . D Leahy 
5-1  Dual  Image.  7-1  Neftartiy  Said.  7-2  Super  Sharp.  14-1  Record  Lore  25-1 
Ruat  Gera 


4.55  FARMERS  STANDARD  OPEN  NATIONAL 
HUNT  FLAT  RACE  (£1.308: 1m  Sf  110yd)  (18) 

R.Supgfe 


3.25  SITWELL  ARMS  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2.981: 2m  2f)  (11) 


2 2F33  AMBER  SPARK 44  la/lDGmdoito  B-I  1-5 

3 P-FO  TTWL  BOSS  11B  Mra  H Kntfit  6-11-5 

J 2TU5  BBHOPS  CASTLE  35  (CDf  .GJ  R Find  9-11-4 
5 332U  SUPS)  RDCHART  10  (G.S)  B Ftolbng  9-1 M 


ME  James  - 
G Bradley  © 
JFTiBey  - 
. J Frost  B5 
. T Jente  90 


6 TO4  AFtEH  THE  F0X9  MHawte  1 0-10-11  Mr  J Jizzart  l7)  96 


W Antoer  Sgariu  5-1  Ttal  Boa.  6-1  BWwk  Castle  7-1  Cawna  Bov.  Stflper 
Rnchart.  B-1  Win  The  Fth  10-1  indun  Temple.  14-1  ofterc 


3.55  BRITISH  RACING  CENTRE  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

{£2,775:  2m  31110yd)  (6) 


1 -P06  PENNYMOOR  PRHCt  20  (5)  R Fred  8-11-10 

2 3-16  TROUVAILLE  23  (F|  A lumen  6-1 1-2 

3 PP/5  Tl€  BARGEMAN  42  DGantolo  9-11-1 

4 2242  DEVON  PEASANT  22  L Codrel!  5-1M  [ . 

5 1-15  FRIHTOLY  HOUSE  J5  (BF.S)  M Pine  8-11-0  . 

6 61U4  COOL  GUNNER  28  (C.S)  J King  7-10-4 

nM_Dwnf,f^3n'  7-jT™wllg'  <-l  Cod  Guiw.  9-2  Friendly  Hom  5-1  The 
Bargunen.  ft- 1 Penrenwor  Prrca 


. JFrosI  83 
_ L Harvey  82 
D font  {3|  89 
Mr  L Jetton!  05 
A P McCoy  89 
CMwde  r 


^■30  wEAT}ffiRBYS  BULLETIN  MAGAZINE  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£2,835:  2m  31 110yd)  (4) 

i LKHT ^IBfF.G.S)  D «ux>tecn a-12^1  R Jtriisoa  93 


1231  LANCE  ARMSTRONG  IQ  ((si)  6 McCwT  7-11-9  (fio) 


i ^ ft  Ataer  7-10-9  ..  I S B 

4 1422  MR  PLAYRKJ.  9 (CJ.5)  R Frosi  7-70-5  ...  J Frost  ® 

IMOLro  Nmarong.  9^1  ^eimg g.: purtfll.  6-i  Mammy's Ctate. 


E_CaRag>oi  J3) 


002,'  BRANDON  BRIDGE  690  0 &wgW»  6-11-4 
0C0-  HAPPT  DAYS  BILL  B9  K lltagan  5-1 M 

5 JUMPER  HB1  45  I!  Morgan  £-11-4  Mr  R Thornton  I 

20  NOBLE  TOM  34  R Cullnj  5-1 1-4  ..  J Sunk) 

PERCY'S  JOY  r ExJerty  5-11-4  ..  R Gamny 

0 STQNESSY  48  G Memo  5-11-4.  - N Bentoy 

0 SURPRISE  OTY  91  A JWlfcwi  6-11-4 DLaaiw 

TW  CHASE  D Trett 6-M-4  . M NevMon  (71 

4 TT*  aUUZ  10  FMurphv  S-ii-4  ..  Uctael  Bmuan  B) 
00  TORO  LOCO 97 1 Wiliams  5- II -4.. 

0 WELSH  ASSET  44  K Wlngnwo  6-11-4 
3 WOOOREU3  VISION  41  Mrs  HI  Revele*  ft-ll-4 
3 BESSIE  BROWNE  87  G Hatlbrt  5-10-13 .. 

DELLEN  WALKffi  J Wtenmghi  *-10-10 
KOTA  j Wtartm  4-10-10 
CLASSIC  JENNY  I CamoMI  4-10-5  . . 

DWKY  DORA  J Crraawfl  4-10-5 . . 

SWEBPAWAY  M Rotate  4-10-5  . . _ 


4-1  Paws  Jov.  5-1  Ben*  Brume.  6- 


F Bagle  (7) 
Mr  A Woffle  (7) 
P Mven 
RGuesi 
Derek  Bvme 
. R Massey  (3) 
TGMcLtou^Sn 

• NIM 

j haul 

I WooAeto  Yaioft  Jw^ef  hu  6-1  <*kk? 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAWHtS.  T E*Jerby.  3 nmirert  hom  9 runners.  J3  3%.  P keHeny 
3 hom  10.  30  0%.  Ms  M Revetey.  22  horn  91.  24  2%.  F Itorphy  6 
hom  31.  194  V P Beaumom.  rO  from  53. 1&9V  r Carretwli.  4 flam 
K 16.01, 


JOCKEYS:  N Willorran.  17  wonert  from  E7  ndes  254%.  P Niven.  20 
hren  114. 17  W>  D Bndgvfller.  8 hom 47.  17  01.  o Byrne.  lDkoniV 

14  9ti  F Leahy  5 Irem  43  14  0%.  E Cafiaglnn  3 him  2fi.  1 1 5V 


0F  BHNG  AN  OWNER  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (L2.453. 3m  20  (16) 

l TSt  ^TBYZOCStRBwilery.li^ 

i 34 OP  AUYMANN  18 IBTOF) M PtoeM , ”■»  ' 

3 -031  KINO  CLERK  44  |G)  PH«3ta  L,  ..j 
* *150  SPACEAGE  GOLD  22  (DFIJ  (Sd's-ii"  •» 

5 0-60  BANK  AVENUE  52  Ift.  JpHmm  Linlin 


BPmel  84 
...B  Moore  (7)  70 
A P McCoy  96 
. G Upton  74 

R Fared  - 

--  . fl  Johnson  74 


5 ^ '«sss  - 

JjBffisalSas  “■“ra- 
il -i  lSB»£a"iS5S, -,-isss 

2 PSS>  MU-TAD9.  15  R Bate,  s.inJa  ~ P “ 

S - - 

.sBasBa-ass.  -;-?atS" 

io^iMau^M^aD^i  300  7'  «-l 


2 3*2?  DBW  BOX.  13P  (6>  r ^ 5 "‘‘“mss  PNwwn  ffl 

« 8fflassS§j!iSs«:,-,a=s 

5 


0120  JBWAULX  14  lC0flF.G)  G Sttante  6-H-M  - - P Catem 
04W  PHAR  ECHO  14  1C.G)  L Lui^e-1'^  . - • . MF^ 
KM  KHW  SABO  Zr  1BD.H  C - ' S 

PTO1  50LSGBTH  24  (COTO)  J Wriij  *:1D"  -p 
^5  hlI^R1®E  11  P t*BnKjffi 6-l^|  - CMcCunta^ 
0035  MENALB  21  P Ctaffitjrwgft  • - - - - B 

MW  SXANE  RIVER  11!  IBFi  6 IWant  E-10-1 ADJto 

e COO  ON  THE  OFF  CHANCE  20  L lunge  5-7M  .1  Jaft*(T) 

7^2  SdsgaVi  4-T  Pter  Ed*.  Shane  W«r  9-2  Jena*.  5-1  tore  Sto^S-t 
Mooli  10-1  Cftm 


THUNDERER' 

1.45  Font  Romeu.  2.15  Avanti  Expre^.  250 
Carole's  Crusader.  3.25  After  The  Fox.  3.55  Cool 
Gunner.  4.30  Shining  Light  5.00  Menesonte. 

The  Times  Private  Handicapper's  top  rating: 

3.55  COOL  GUNNER. 


' t 


SIS 


. p Hantoy  (3/  - 
MGnffldsin  - 
„ RJofmsoB  83 
M»T  Derate  (7)  53 
. A Ttorftw  - 
..  JFrosI  73 
C Maude  - 


E 

S TOP  SimHCCfliBAiifflM WMdiena>TOai*> 6-11-2  E Byrne  - 
9 D413  FONT R06BJ 13 (BF5IMPg* 4-n-O  APMcCoy® 

10  5 SPREAD  THE  WORD  15  ML  Coffnffl  5-10-11  MrLJelllrt  90 

11  AQUA  STAR  2B8F  A Dim  4- 10-8 Mi  R Mifllal  - 

12  3 CRAfOON  BOULEVARD  15  Ah  J Ptron  4-10-8  J Ostnme  94 
7-4  Ferff  Romeu.  3-1  Cmndm  BouhrreA  6-1  Four.  Lad  *-1  Spread  The  WorrL 
Uvste  Hdi  14-1  Uffteafr  FtepHa.  Nearly  All  R13H  16-1  other- 


<>- 


J Osborne  © 

RGreere  - 

T Oasconbe  (3)  - 
. M Gnffhte  (7)  - 
J Frosi  61 
JFTdtoy  98 


7 TORI  COLETTE'S  CHOICE  22  (S)  G Itim  B-10-1  . 5 Btuough  84 

S -P50  CHU  HEIQTTS  50  (B)  K Betwp  7-10-0  GTormey  - / 

9 COM  IMBANTCUPlf  30KBMwp6-lM R Greene  - .? 

10  -P66  ALPfC  SOWS  18 15)  Mrz  V Siqffm:  12-10-0 

Mas  V Sleoheir,  — 

11  -POP  GBSM  MIST  22  Mm  P Duffield  6-1041 APracBr  - 


Si: 


u 

-f 

▼# 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


Hp5??3h»n2B} l^>!e?,lr  1 1 ",nl?5’  tflnl  93  nmers.  313V  M 
tort  20  A f >“75 if"  * KUfc  D SJwwMrt  5 
* 0wn  6 "an  27.  2224.  P Hobte,  24  him  125. 


Carson  joins  BBC  team 


WILLIE  CARSON,  who  an- 
nuunned  his  retirement  from 
the  saddle  last  Sunday,  has 
joined  the  BBC  for  rhe  forth- 
coming Flat  season.  Carson,  a 
former  team  captain  on  A 
Question  of  Sport,  will  work 
throughout  the  season. 

“I’m  exdred  that  my  new 
rote  with  the  BBC  means  I will 


still  be  closely  involved  with 

r/KcSh  has  ■*"  -V 

. ®r,an  Berwick,  head  of  tele- 
viswn  sport  at  the  BBC.  add- 

' J?'*  IS  a terrific  coup  for 
the  BBL.  We  are  tfelighred  to 
welcQmsWiHi.'nt.uAi"!5 

m^e^  ndr"fW;'Klrac- 
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motor  racing 


DAVIOGflAY 


Old  rivals  and  new 
faces,  but  Williams 
still  team  to  beat 


T; 


f 


(hey  say  it  is  going  to 
be  a fine  season,  this 

year  ahead  in  Formu- 
la One,  more  evenly 
contested,  perhaps,  with  more 
elements  of  the  unexpected 
Yesterday,  before  the  cars  had 
even  taken  to  the  track,  it  got 
off  to  the  best  of  all  possible 
starts.  Sentimentality,  hum- 
our and  an  oddly  touching 
rapprochement  between  old 
enemies,  the  first  press  confer- 
ence here  at  Albert  Park  had  it 
all. 

It  started  with  Michael 
Schumacher,  that  cold-blood- 
ed racing  machine,  talking 
about  the  recent  birth  of  his 
first  child,  a baby  daughter 
called  Gina  Maria,  in  terms  so 
candid  and  open  that  the 
■shield  of  invulnerability  that 
always  appears  to  doak  him 
seemed  to  be  melting  away  m 
front  of  our  eyes. 

“Being  there  when  the  little 
me  came,”  he  said,  “was  the 
best  moment  of  all  the  experi- 
ences I have  had  in  my  life.  So 
many  people  try  to  explain 
what  it  will  feel  like  to  be  a 
father,  but  you  understand 
nothing  until  the  moment 
when  you  become  a father 
yourself.  In  the  hospital,  ail 
the  sisters  were  trying  to 
explain  things  to  me  about'the 
way  to  hold  her  and  showing 
me  how  to  do  things  with  her. 
but  I just  wanted  to  hold  her 
myself.  It  is  an  amazing  thing 
which  you  do  not  expect  will 
happen  to  you  and  you  feel  it 
so  strongly." 

- Alongside  him  on  the  plat- 


OLIVER  HOLT 


form,  Damon  Hill  smiled  at 
the  mellowing  of  his  great 
adversary.  He  laughed  when 
Schumacher  was  asked  if  he 
felt  sorry  for  Hill  now  that  the 
new  world  champion  is  about 
to  be  consigned  to  the  role  of  a 
bit-pan  player  in  the  fight  for 
his  title. 

The  Englishman  offered 
Schumacher  a handkerchief  to 
wipe  away  the  tears  the  ques- 
tion implied,  but  Schumacher 
had  already  thought  of  a 
solution  to  the  dissolution  of 
their  three-year  rivalry  before 
the  opening  practice  sessions 
of  the  season  today.  “1  have 
organised  myself  a picture  to 
put  on  the  steering  wheel,"  he 
said. 

Then  someone  took  a leap  of 
faith  and  asked  Schumacher 
if,  perhaps,  he  and  Hill  might 
even  become  friends.  "How 
can  we  become  friends  in  a 
world  like  this?”  Schumacher 
said.  “Where  people  ask  us 


DRIVERS  AND  TEAMS 


Team 

Danka  Arrows  Yamaha 
Danka  Arrows  Yamaha 


No  Driver 

1 Damon  HH  [GB) 

2 Pedro  Dtnfz  (Sr) 

3 Jacques  VHteneuve  (Can) ' 

4 Hanz-htaraU  Frentzen  (Go) 

5 ' Mfchael  Schumacher  (Ger) 

6 Eddie  Irvins  (GB) 

7 Jean  Ales!  (h) 

8 Gerhard  Berger  (Austria) 

8 Mka  HaWdnen  (Fin) 

10  David  Codthard-(GB) 

11  Ralf  SchumacherlGer) 

12  Giancario  Rwchoto  (8) 

14  Ofivier  Penis  (Fr) 

15  SWnfi  Nafcano  (Japan) 

16  Johnny  Herbert  (G8;  - 

17  Nicola  Larin!  01) 

18  Jos  Verstappen  (Hod)  , , . 

10  Mka  Sato  (Fin) 

20  Ukyo  Katnymna  (Japan)-  . 

21  JamoTnduflt) 

22  Rubana  Barrtcheflo  flr) 

23  Jan  Magnuman  pan) 

24  Ricardo  Russet  (Br) 

25  . Vincenzo  Soapin'  (It) 

ORmUngsTefar  topst  season’s  etnas’  stancUngB.  Marin  BruncBa  (ti,  8}  Is  not  racing 


Rothmans  Wiliams  Renault 
Rothmans  WSBams  Renault 
Ferrari  Marlboro  _ 

Ferrari  Martt»ro.,....._ 10, 11 

M2d  Seven  Benetton  Renault 4. 47 

M8d  Seven  Benetton  Benoit 6.  21 

West  McLaren  Mercedes 5. 31 

West  McLaren  Mercedes  7, 18 

B&H  Total  Jordan  Peugeot — 

B&H  Total  Jordan  Peugeot ...’ — 

Ligisr  Gautoises — 8. 13 

UglerGautato’e 


Red  Bui  Saubar  Petranas-.^.... 
RedBuirSarija-Patronas 


14.4 


...14  5 

-tyftnaidt ..  ..  

Minardi  „ — _ — — 

Mastercard  Lola I'-. 

1 1 
i 
! 

! 

i 

-March  9:  Australia  (Mafocwme) 
March  3ft  BrazH  (Wertagos) 

April  13:  Argentina  (Buanoa  Akes) 
Aprff  27:  San  Marino  (knob) 

May  1 1:  Monaco  (Mcn»  Carlo) 
May  25:  Spain  (Barcelona) 

June  15:  Canada  (MonbeaQ 
• June  29:  France  (MaffiyCoure)  . 
July  13:  Bmam  (SHwratone) 


.July  27:  Germany  (Hockanhekn) 

August  10:  Hungary  (HuigararinB) 
Augint  24:  Belgium  (Spa-Francardwnps) 
September  7*.  Italy  (Monza) 

. September  21:  Austria  (A-l  Ring) 
September  28:  Luxembourg  (Nubugrtog) 
October  12  Japan  (Suo*a) 

October  2K  Portugal  (Estoril) 


questions  all  the  time  and 
when  things  are  blown  up 
between  us.  Let’s  turn  it 
around  and  put  it  this  way.  We 
are  not  enemies  any  more," 

Before  they  descended  from 
the  stage.  Hill  signed  his  part 
of  the  treaty,  too,  rationalising 
away  the  enmity  that  used  to 
exist  by  comparing  them  to 
two  boxers  going  into  a ring, 
having  to  motivate  themselves 
to  hurt  the  other. 

“A  rival  is  anyone  who  is 
there  in  competition  with 
you,”  Hill  said,  “and  if  there  is 
just  one  guy  between  you  and 
what  you  have  been  trying  to 
achieve,  the  rivalry  is  distilled 
into  one  person.  It  is  not  a 
personal  thing.  It  is  just  bom 
out  of  the  intensity  of  the 
desire  to  win." 

Outside,  in  die  sunshine  of 
the  Australian  autumn,  other 
things  had  changed,  too,  since 
last  season.  The  name  "Prast" 
was  written  above  one  of  the 
garage  doors  to  signal  the 
dawn  of  the  Frenchman's  new 
team  and  the  end  of  Ligier. 
“Stewart"  made  its  first  ap- 
pearance, too. 

At  McLaren-Mercedes, 
gleaming  silver  cars,  designed 
to  evoke  the  spirit  of  the  old 
Mercedes  “Silver  Arrows",  sat 
proudly  on  their  stands,  the 
traditional  fed  and  white  liv- 
ery of  the  Marlboro  dominat- 
ed colour  scheme  that 
decorated  die  cars  of  Ayrton 
Senna,  a thing  of  the  past. 

Outside  the  Williams  camp. 
Gorman  journalists  mingled 
with  die  English  and  die 
Canadians,  keen  to  establish 
themselves  with  Heinz- 
Harald  Frentzen’S  new  team 
and,  further  up  the  pit  lane, 
the  Japanese  tyre  company, 
Bridgestone,  put  the  final 
touches  to  their  preparations 
to  equip  five  teams  and  chall- 
enge the  monopoly  of  Good- 
year. In  wet  races,  in 
particular,  their  excellence  is 
expected  to  cause  some  sur- 
prising results. 

If  some  things  change  in 
Fbrmula  One.  some  things 
remain  the  same.  Jacques 
Villeneuve,  the  new  Williams 
team  leader,  has  inherited  the 
mantle  of  favourite  that  has 
been  thrust  on  his  predeces- 
sors so  often  throughout  this 
decade,  and  did  nek  attempt  to 
deny  that  he  was  the  man  to 
beat.  With  all  Williams’  prob- 
lems — their  ongoing  prosecu- 
tion for  the  manslaughter  of 
Senna,  the  loss  of  their  bril- 
liant designer,  Adrian  Nevvey.  * 
and  the  furore  surrounding 
their  sacking  of  Hill  — the 
chasing  pack  may  get  closer  to 


Villeneuve,  the  championship  favourite,  checks  his  Williams  car  yesterday 


them  this  year,  but  it  is 
unlikely  that  they  will  get  close 
enough. 

Villeneuve  topped  most  of 
the  rimes  in  pre-season  testing 
and  has  even  hinted  that  the 
car  was  not  even  running  to  its 
foil  potential  “I  think  Wil- 
liams is  tiie  favourite,”  he  said, 
“and  the  fact  that  I have  beat 
with  the  team  a year  should 
benefit  me  the  most  As  a 
driver,  you  always  think  you 
are  the  best  and  if  you  do  not 
believe  that  how  can  you 
expect  a team  and  their  spon- 
sors to  believe  it  when  they  are 
thinking  of  signing  you?" 

Since  it  beanie  evident  that 
Hill  would  be  taken  out  of  the 
championship  equation 
because  of  his  move  to  Arrows, 
most  have  assumed  thar  the 
race  for  die  title  this  year 
would  be  a straight  fight 
between  Villeneuve  and 
Schumacher.  Yesterday, 
though,  the  German  added 
more  weight  to  the  theory  that 
others  might  be  involved,  too. 

Ferrari,  searching  for  their 


first  drivers*  championship  for 
IS  years,  have  not  made  die 
advances  they  had  hoped  for 
during  the  winter  and,  even 
though  Schumacher  said  he 
hoped  to  be  fighting  for  the 
title  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
may  find  themselves  behind 
not  just  Williams,  but  also 
Benetton  and  McLaren  when 
the  grid  for  the  race  on  Sunday 
is  decided  tomorrow. 

Both  H31  and  Nigel 
Mansell,  the  former  British 
world  champion,  have  sug- 
gested Berger,  the  oldest  driv- 
er in  grand  prix  racing  this 
year,  as  a surprise  contender 
for  the  title.  His  team-mate. 
Jean  Alesi,  and  the  McLaren 
drivers,  David  Coulthard  and 


Mika  Hakkinen,  may  also  win 
races. 

Farther  down  the  grid,  there 
is  a refreshing  wealth  of 
talented  young  drivers  clam- 
ouring for  success,  a healthy 
alternative  to  the  sponsor-rich 
dross  that  often  occupies 
places  in  the  middling  teams. 
Both  Giancario  Fisidiella.  at 
Jordan,  and  Jan  Magnussen, 
at  Stewart,  could  be  world 
champions  of  the  future. 

Yesterday,  though,  be- 
longed to  the  world  champi- 
ons of  the  past,  to  the 
memories  of  .tiie  great  rivalry 
between  Hill  and 
Schumacher,  to  happy 
endings  on  the  eve  of  new 
beginnings. 


By  Robert  Sheehan. 
BRIDGE  CORRESPONDENT 

Today’S  hand  illustrates 
another  point  in  slam  bidding. 
It  was  played  in  the  Macallan 
Camrose  international  match 
between  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land. in  December  last  year. 


Senior 

1 C 

2 H 
4H 

*r  both  defenders  followed 
round  of  trumps,  I laid  the 

id  down  at  trick  three, 
epishly  claiming  thirteen 
ks. 

here  are  some  instructive 
its  in  the  auction.  The  first 
whether  I should  force  with 
a Hearts  over  the  opening 
of  One  Club.  It  often  eases 
auction  to  force,  but  here  I 
i planning  to  bid  diamonds 

r in  a natural  sense,  to  find 
more  about  the  hand.  That 
iot  possible  after  starting 
i Two  Hearts  — the  mod- 
style  is  that  you  don’t  force 
i a two-suiter  (unless  one 
ie  suits  has  been  opeiwd  by 
r partner).  Thus  after  a 
e any  subsequent  ma- 
id bid  would  be  a cue-bid. 
iv  Three  Diamonds  over 
Mr’s  raise  to  Two  Hearts 
i in  the  first  instance,  a 
j'  bid.  H«i  is.  ■* 

in  diamonds  and  asKfia 


West  to  re-evaluate  his  hand 
for  game  purposes. 

• West's  hand  became  strong 
when  he  discovered  I had  a 
diamond  suit,  and  so  he 
jumped  to  game.  But  what  he 
should  have  done  was  bid 
Three  Spades  .on  the  way 
there.  As  that  already  commits 
East-West  to  Four  Hearts,  it  is 
a cue-bid.  Sometimes  it  is 
wrong  to  make  these  bids,  as  it 
helps  the  opposition  find  the 
best  defence  against  a doubt- 
ful game.  But  here.  Senior's 
hand  was  so  powerful  that  I 
think  he  could  have  afforded 
it.  As  it  was,  I couldn't  bid  over 
Ffcrur  Hearts  — after  all,  re- 
verse West’s  black  suits  and 
Five  Hearts  may  go  down. 

If  Senior  had  bid  Three 
Spades,  we  might  have 
reached  Seven  Hearts,  e.g. 

West  East 

1C  1 H 

2 H *D 

Igfij  SS8 

SS  ft)  7 H 

All  bids  marked  (I)  are  cue- 
bids.  After  Five  Spades  East 

can  teU  that  West  has  ace^ing 

of  spades  and  king  of  dia- 
monds. and  provided  West 
has  at  least  eight  cards  in 
hearts  and  dubs  East  can  see 
that  there  will  be  no  spade 
: loser.  Fanciful  I suppose,  but 
at  any  rale  we  would  have  bid 
fix.  Hearts. 

□ Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
/bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


Spp 


ByPhUip  Howard 


CAMISARDS. 

% a.  Preach  Protestants 

• b-Camisoles 
c.  A breed  of  duck 

mabinogion 

a.  An  ogre 

b.  Celtic  stones 

c. The  President  of  Iceland 


dornick 

a.  A Doric  column 

b.  Stout  linen 
e.  A door-kick 
QUIDDISTS 

a.  Tobacco  efrewers 

b.  American  sectarians 

c.  Anti-Euro  fanatics 

Answers  on  page  46 


By  Raymond  Keene 
CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Lords  v Commons 

The  annual  match  between  ihe 
House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of 
Commons  held  at  Simpson 's-rn- 
theSoand  resulted  in  a dear 
victory.  71a-4,a)  for  the  Commons. 
Victories  for  the  Lords  were 
notched  up  by  Lord  Winston  and 
Laid  Rennefl,  while  the  Commons 
winners  were  Nigel  Griffiths.  Bob 
Ainsworth,  Jeremy  Hanky  and 
Michael  Stem. 

White:  Lord  Kilbracfcen 
Blade  Nigel  Griffiths  MP 
Lords  v Commons,  March  1997 
Qneeo's  Pawn  Game 

1 d4  <35 

2 M Ncfi 

3 NO  Bg4 

A e3  a6 

5 Nc3  N16 

6 Bd3  b6 

7 h3  Bxf3 

B CW3  Bb4 

g a3  Bkc3+ 

10  bxc3  0-0 

n Bd2  gS 

12  0-0-0  Qd6 

13  K02  Rab8 

14  e4  Na7 

15  s5  Qb6+ 

1B  Kal  Nd7 

17  Rbl  Qcfi 

18  h4  Nb5 

10  Rb3  N&6 

20  h5  Na4 

21  hxge  fogs 

22  Qh3  Od7 

23  Bxg6  hX06 

24  Qh8+  Kf7 

25  Rh7+  Ke8 

26  Qg7  QX07 

27  Rxg7  RhB 

28  Rxg6  KJ7 

29  Rf6+  Ke? 

30  c4  dxc4 


31 

Bb4  + 

Kd7 

32 

FH7  + 

hc£ 

33 

d5+ 

K*d5 

34 

Rd7+ 

Kc* 

White  resigns 

Diagram  for  position  after 
Black's  21st  move 


5 n p 

m.  mb 


White  niisvjd  a gulden  npporru- 
nity  ft'  win  the  game  with  a 
flourish  on  move  22.  Heinuld  have 
played  22  Kxh7  K.\h7.  2.1  yh5» 
iBlack's  pawn  is  pinn«!)  21  . 
KeS.  24  ijitgfw  KhS.  3 Qh7  male 
Another  opportunity  heckuncd  on 
move  2n  when  2ft  Qxfls*  KxfS.  27 
Rxd7  would  have  left  While  with  a 
dear  material  advantage.  A*, 
played.  Black's  kiny  escaped  from 
the  bombardment  and  he  emerged 
wiih  a winning  endgame. 

The  Speeiaior  Trnphv  for  the 
winning  team  was  pre.;enied  b> 
Bruce  Anderson  fu  Michael  Slem. 
capiain  of  ihe  winning  side,  while 
the  new-  Ki Hearn  Trophy,  in  hon- 
our of  lord  Killrnm  who  led  Ihe 
Lurds  leam  fur  many  years  until 
his  death  Iasi  year,  was  presented 
jointly  10  Lord  Winsion  and  Nigel 
Griffiths  who  were  the  two  top 
scorers  in  ihe  match 

□ Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Munday  m Friday  in  Sport  and  in 
the  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 


MOVE 


By  Raymond  Keene 

White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Bouti  — Phi- 
lippe, Belgium  1972.  White  is 
two  pawns  ahead  and  should 
win.  However,  his  pawns  are 
a little  scattered  and  this  could 
create  problems.  How  did 
White  bypass  any  difficulties 
with  a quick  combination? 

Solution  on  page  46 


London  University 
to  lead  flotilla 

MORE  than  2,000  competitors  are  racing  in  the  57th 
Women's  Eights  Head  on  Saturday  (Mike  Rosewdi  writes). 
London  University,  who  have  beaten  the  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  women's  boat  race  crews  In  the  past  fortnight 
and  who  haw  six  of  their  crew  on  trial  for  Great  Britain, 
wfll  lead  off  the  242-crew  flotilla  from  Mortlake  to  Putney. 
Mike  Spracklen.  in  his  new  post  as  national  women's  coach, 
is,  unlike  his  predecessor.  Bill  Mason,  is  allowing  squad 
members  to  race  in  their  dub  crews. 

Apart  from  London  University,  squad  members  are  found 
in  the  Tideway  Scullers  crew,  starting  third,  and  notably  the 
Thames  crew,  starting  fourth,  which  indudes  five  members 
of  the  women’s  team  at  the  Atlanta  Olympic  Games. 

Kirsten  bowing  out 

CRICKET:  Peter  Kirsten,  the  former  South  Africa  Test 
batsman,  will  make  his  final  first-class  appearance  in  the 
game  between  Border  and  the  touring  Australians  which 
starts  today.  Kirsten,  41.  has  enjoyed  a career  spanning  25 
years,  some  of  it  spent  with  Derbyshire,  for  whom  he  made 
228  against  Somerset  m 1981.  He  exceeded  that  score  by 
scoring  271  for  Border  against  Northern  Transvaal  in  1994  to 
become  the  first  South  African  batsman  to  score  eight 
double  centuries.  He  has  a career-average  of  4463  and  has 
made  57  three-figure  scores. 

Wales  date  for  Harvey 

RUGBY  UNION:  Ben  Harvey,  who  has  helped  Brunei 
University  College  to  the  final  of  the  British  Universities 
championship,  will  play  at  scrum  half  for  England  against 
Wales  in  a student  international  at  Pontypridd  on  March  14. 

ENGLAND  STUDENTS:  J Fatten  (Exoterj.  B Johnson  iRMC  Shrarenhan).  F Waters 


BoatOe  (Northurrfcre) 

McColgan  chases  record 

ATHLETICS:  Liz  McColgan  will  attempt  a record-breaking 
fourth  victory  in  the  BUPA  Great  North  Run  on  September 
14  McColgan.  winner  of  her  first  title  in  1992  when  the  event 
incorporated  the  world  half-marathon  championship  and 
again  for  the  past  two  years,  is  out  to  improve  on  the  record 
of  Lira  Ondieki.  The  Australian’s  three  victories  in  the  1980s 
were  not  in  successive  years  and  McColgan  is  convinced  she 
can  complete  a hat-trick. 

Banbury  warm-up 

LACROSSE:  The  England  squad  for  the  world  champion- 
ships in  Japan  next  month  will  take  part  in  an  international 
tournament  at  Banbury  this  weekend,  when  five  of  those 
who  narrowly  misseed  selection  — Rachena  Shetty,  Caroline 
Cade,  Nicky  Faxman,  Emily  Ormerod  and  Vicky  Penn  — 
wfll  try  to  make  a point  when  they  play  in  a President's  team, 
including  a number  of  former  internationals,  against 
England  on  Sunday. 

Lincoln  make  progress 

ROWING:  There  was  little  movement  by  the  leading  crews 
in  the  men’s  and  women’s  top  divisions  on  the  second  day  of 
Oxford  University  Torpids  on  the  Isis  yesterday.  The  first  six 
crews  in  the  men's  first  division  rode  over.  Lincoln  and  Oriel 
11  were  tiie  only  colleges  to  progress.  Christ  Church  have 
dropped  four  places  over  the  two  days,  as  have  Pembroke, 
who  were  bumped  by  University  and  Lady  Margaret  Hall  in 
the  women's  first  division. 


A TIMES  NEWSPAPERS  COMPETITION 


Play  Fantasy  Formula  One 
Prizes  worth  £40,000 


There  is  still  time  to  get  in  pole  position  for 

The  Times  and  the  Marlboro  World  Championship 
Team  1997  Formula  One  season  which  starts  in 
Melbourne  on  Sunday.  For  the  chance  to  win  a share  of 
our  £40,000  Fantasy  Formula  One  jackpot  just  choose  a 
team  of  six  racing  drivers  and  six  constructors  from  the 
four  groups  listed  in  the  panel,  below.  Although  tiie  entry 
lines  have  dosed  for  registration  for  Sunday's  Australian 
Grand  Prix  there  are  plenty  of  points  to  be 
picked  up  over  the  season,  and  up  to 


600  points  to  be  earned  for  each  of  six  bonus  races.  And 
you  can  switch  your  fantasy  team  after  each  grand  prix. 
Full  details  of  the  scoring  system  and  the  terms  and 
conditions  appeared  in  our  20-page  Grand  Prix 
supplement,  published  on  February  24. 

• You  can  also  play  Fantasy  Formula  One  with  The 
Sunday  Times  far  the  chance  to  win  additional  prizes. 


£ 

ffS 

PlayStation 

THE  PRIZES 

JACKPOT:  The  manager  with  the  best  team  score  on  our 
Fantasy  Formula  One  leader  board  after  the  final  race  of  the 
season,  the  European  Grand  Prix  at  Estoril  Portugal,  on 
October  2b,  will  win  £25,000.  Prizes  of  £10.000  and  £5,000 
will  go  to  two  runners-up. 

INDIVIDUAL  RACE  WINNERS:  The  manager  of  the 
team  which  scores  the  most  points  in  the  Australian  Grand 
Prix  on  Sunday  will  win  a luxury  three-day  trip  for  tyro  to 
San  Marino.  The  runner-up  will  get  a Sony  PlayStation  and 
Formula  One  game  worth  £250. 

# For  details  of  a wide  range  of  Formula 
One  trips  with  BAC  Sport,  including  three  ^ ^ „ 

special  Monaco  tours,  call  0171-456  7100.  & 

TO  ENTER  BY  TELEPHONE 
Call  our  entry  hotline  or  0891 405  001  (+44  990 100  311 
outside  the  UK).  Calls  last  approximately  seven  minutes  and 
must  be  made  using  a Touch-tone  telephone. 

Follow  the  instructions  on  die  entry  line.  You  will  be 
asked  to  nominate  your  12  two-digit  selections  in  turn.  The 
order  in  which  you  register  your  first  three  drivers  will  be 
your  predictions  for  die  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  finishing  places  for 
the  grands  prix  where  bonus  points  apply. 

You  will  then  be  asked  to  give  your  Fantasy  Formula  One 
team  name,  your  own  name,  address,  postcode  and  daytime 
telephone  number.  You  will  receive  a 10-digit  PIN  number 
as  confirmation  of  your  entry.  Please  keep  a record  of  this 
with  vuur  team  details. 


3 K8SK5  3?  Tc£SE 


01  Damon 

02  Michael  Schumacher 

03  Jacques  VHIeneuve 

04  Eddie  Irvine 

05  Jean  Alesi 

06  Gerhard  Berger 


13  Olivier  Pan  is 

14  Jos  Verstappen 

15  Ultyo  Katayama 

16  Pedro  Diniz 

17  Ricardo  Rosset 

18  Raff  Schumacher 


25  Williams 

26  Ferrari 

27  McLaren 

28  Benetton 

29  Jordan 

30  Ligier 


07  Mika  Hakkinen 

08  David  Coulthard 

09  Rubens  BarricheHo 

10  Heinz-Harald  Frentzen 

11  Johnny  Herbert 

12  MtkaSalo 


19  Giancario  Fisichella 

20  Shinji  Nakano 

21  Nicola  Larirri 

22  Jamo  Trull! 

23  Jan  Magnussen 

24  Vincenzo  Sospiri 


31  Arrows 
32Sauber 

33  Tyrrell 

34  Minardi 

35  Stewart 

36  Lola 


0891  calls  cost  5 Op  per  minute  (standard  tariffs  apply  to  *44  990  calls). 


CfUNGIXG.  TIMES 


44  SPORT 


the  TIMES  FRIDAY  MARCH  7 1997 


d I’*’" 


FOOTBALL 


Injuries  take  gloss 
off  welcome  win 


by  Middlesbrough 


By  Russell  Kempson 


RELEGATION.  The  mere 
mention  of  the  word  sends  a 
shiver  down  the  spines  of 
those  entrenched  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  FA  Carling 
Premiership.  Squandered 
chances  and  lost  points  can 
play  havoc  with  the  nervous 
systems  of  the  most  robust 
player  and  the  most  resolute 
manager. 

However,  what  the  threat  of 
a loss  of  starus  does  produce 
often  makes  for  engrossing 
viewing,  as  similarly  afflicted 
clubs  engage  in  the  football 
equivalent  of  mortal  combat. 
Those  at  the  opposite  end  of 
the  Premiership  should  be 
wary,  too-  as  the  stragglers 
suddenly  discover  reserves  of 
strength.  Thus  the  matches 
played  on  Wednesday  night 
provided  a mix  to  be  savoured. 

Middlesbrough,  bottom  of 
the  Premiership  pile,  pro- 
duced the  most  startling  per- 
formance. brushing  aside 


Derby  County  6-1  at  the  River- 
side Stadium  in  a dress 
rehearsal  for  the  FA  Cup 
quarter-final  at  the  Baseball 
Ground  tomorrow.  It  was  only 
their  third  win  in  21  league 
outings. 

Though  they  remain  rooted 
to  the  foot  of  the  table,  courtesy 
of  the  three  points  that  the  dub 
had  deducted  for  failing  to 
turn  up  for  a match  against 
Blackburn  Rovers  in  Decem- 
ber, Bryan  Robson,  tile  Mid- 
dlesbrough player-manager, 
exhibited  a rare  optimistic  air. 

“It’s  only  the  start,"  he  said, 
“and  we’ve  got  to  build  on  this. 
The  attitude  from  the  players 
was  excellent  and  it  would  be 


nice  if  they  could  prove  wrong 
a few  of  their  critics.” 


Robson  still  has  problems, 
though.  Vladimir  Kinder. 
Gianluca  Festa,  Emerson. 
Derek  Whyte,  Steve  Vickers 
and  Nigel  Pearson  are  nurs- 
ing injuries,  with  Kinder. 


O’Neill  in  trouble 


for  McGhee  ‘joke’ 


By  Richard  Hobson 


MARTIN  O’NEILL  the 
Leicester  City  manager,  could 
face  Football  Association 
charges  after  appearing  to 
encourage  supporters  to  give 
Mark  McGhee,  his  predeces- 
sor, a hostile  reception  if 
McGhee  brings  Wolverhamp- 
ton Wanderers  to  Filbert 
Street  next  season. 

McGhee  left  Leicester  to 
become  the  manager  at 
Molineux  in  December  19% 
after  just  a year  in  charge  and 
has  acknowledged  since  that 
City  supporters  had  reason  to 
feel  aggrieved  at  his  depar- 
ture. Wolves  have  improved 
markedly  under  iiis  charge 
and  lie  second  in  the  Nation- 
wide League  First  division, 
well  placed  for  promotion- to 
the  FA  Carling  Premiership. 

O’Neill’s  comments  were 
made  in  the  final  paragraph 
of  his  programme  notes  for 
the  game  on  Wednesday 
night  against  Aston  Villa, 
whose  own  manager.  Brian 
Little,  preceded  McGhee  at 
Leicester. 

Addressing  supporters. 
O'Neill  wrote:  “We  have 
enough  to  concern  ourselves 


this  season  without  venting 
any  more  anger  on  Brian  and 
we  should  afford  him  the 
respect  his  achievements  de- 
serve: However,  what  you 
wish  to  do  if  and  when  Mark 
McGhee  visits  us  with  Wolves 
is  entirely  at  your  own 
discretion.” 

Yesterday  afternoon,  a 
spokesman  for  Wolves  denied 
earlier  suggestions  that 
McGhee  was  taking  legal 
advice  over  the  article.  Steve 
Double,  the  FA  spokesman, 
said  that  the  FA  would  inves- 
tigate if  it  received  a com- 
plaint while  O’Neill  insisted 
that  the  remark  was  “tongue 
in  cheek”.  The  Leicestershire 
Constabulary  does  not  intend 
to  take  any  action. 

It  would  be  ironic  if  O’Neill 
found  himself  on  a disrepute 
charge  over  something  meant 
as  a joke;  having  been  let  off 
for  his  verbal  attack  on  Mike 
Reed,  the  referee  who  award- 
ed the  penally  that  led  to 
Leicester's  exit  from  the  FA 
Cup  at  Chelsea  a week  earlier. 
O’Neill  described  Reed's  deci- 
sion as  “unbelievable”  and 
“an  absolute  disgrace”. 


Whyte  and  Emerson  unlikely 
to  have  recovered  in  time  for 
the  Cup  rematch. 

Reports  have  also  re- 
emerged  that  Fabrizio  Rava- 
nelli,  who  scored  his  third  hat- 
trick  of  the  season  to  take  his 
tally  to  24.  is  again  being 
wooed  by  a host  of  Italian 
clubs,  including  Inter- 
nationale and  AS  Roma.  Em- 
erson is  apparently  attracting 
interest  from  Italy,  too.  with 
Jose  Veiga.  his  agent,  believed 
to  have  spoken  to  Lazio  and 
Parma  this  week. 

Southampton  and  Everton 
shared  four  goals  at  The  Dell, 
with  Southampton  boldly  re- 
trieving a 2-0  half-time  deficit 
but  Nottingham  Forest’s 
plight  worsened  with  a M3 
home  defeat  by  Sheffield  Wed- 
nesday. “We’ve  scored*onJy  24 
times  in  28  games  and  that's 
relegation  stuff.”  Dave  Bas- 
sett the  recently-appointed 
Forest  general  manager,  said. 
“That's  our  problem  and  it's 
painful  to  see. 

“We  obviously  need  a strik- 
er but  we  could  do  with  a 
defender  and  midfield  player 
as  well.  At  this  stage  of  the 
season,  though,  it's  not  easy  to 
buy.  Who  is  going  to  give  you 
or  sell  you  players?  Very  few.” 

Southampton,  trailing  to  the 
team  that  put  seven  goals  past 
them  in  November,  recovered 
through  Slater's  first  goal  for 
the  dub  and  Short's  own-goal. 

Leicester  City  surely  ended 
any  lingering  doubts  about 
their  ability  to  retain  top-flight 
status  with  a 1-0  victory 
against  Aston  Villa  at  Filbert 
Street,  the  defeat  also  denting 
Villa's  hopes  of  claiming  a 
Uefa  Cup  place. 

“We’re  getting  a bit  doser  to 
safety  but  we  cant  rest  yet.” 
Martin  O'Neill,  the  Leicester 
manager,  said.  Steve 
Claridge.  a second-half  substi- 
tute. scored  the  decisive  goal. 

Blackburn  Rovers  also 
appear  to  be  edging  away 
from  danger  after  a 1-1  draw 
against  Chelsea  at  Stamford 
Bridge.  “We  probably  need 
two  or  three  more  wins  before 
we  can  feel  secure,  bur  we're 
on  the  right  track.”  Tony 
Parkes.  the  Blackburn  care- 
taker manager,  said.  Rovers 
have  lost  only  three  out  of  17 
league  games  since  Parkes. 
who  will  be  replaced  by  Roy 
Hodgson  next  season,  took 
over  from  Ray  Harford  in 
October. 


Skilful  Carbone  rising  in  stature 


Brian  Glanvflle  on 


the  little  Italian 


forward  making 


a big  impression 


Benito  Carbone.  Shef- 
field Wednesday's  tiny 
Italian  forward,  has 
returned  after  a hernia  opera- 
tion in  double-quick  time.  It  is 
a boost  on  two  fronts:  two 
goals  against  Nottingham 
Forest  on  Wednesday  lifted 
his  team  to  seventh  place  in 
the  FA  Carling  Premiership, 
and  Carbone  plays  againk 
Wimbledon  on  Sunday  with 
an  FA  Cup  semi-final  place  at 
stake.  No  wonder  Wednes- 
day see  him  as  a model 
professional:  an  assiduous 
trainer*  a fine  example  to 
younger  players. 

Carbone  was  13  when  he 
joined  Torino,  moving  to 
Turin  — where  his  sister  lived 
— from  Bagnara  Calabra, 
deep  in  the  south  of  Italy. 
Several  other  dubs,  AC  Mi- 
lan and  Jnventus  among 
them,  had  spotted  bis  prom- 


ise but  it  was  Torino  who 
moved  in  first 

That  was  in  1984.  but 
Carbone  would  not  gain  a 
regular  place  in  Torino's 
Serie  A team  until  1993.  He 
made  three  appearances  in 
the  1988-89  season,  five  the 
next  season  in  Serie  B.  and 
was  then  passed  around  die 
peninsula  Tike  a parcel 

A season  eaqh  with 
Reggina,  Casertana  and  As- 
coti.  all  in  Serie  B.  followed 
until  Torino  picked  him  up 
again.  Too  late.  By  then  they 
were  in  financial  chaos  and 
soon  had  to  sell  him  to 
Napoli  who.  in  turn,  fell  deep 
into  debt  and  had  to  sell  him 
to  Internationale. 

He  would  go  back  to  Na- 
ples tomorrow  if  be  could,  he 
said,  but  adaptable  to  a 
degree,  he  seems  content  in 
Sheffield.  David  Pleat,  Wed- 
nesday's resilient  manager, 
thinks  that  it  is  just  the  place 
for  him.  “He  really  gives  the 
impression  he  still  wants  to 
listen  and  learn."  Pleat  said. 
“He  came  over  not  as  an  elder 
statesman,  more  as  a lively, 
bright  guy  looking  for  adven- 
ture. and  Sheffield  is  possibly 
a good  place  for  him  to  start 
as  opposed  to  a big  dty. 
where  he’d  be  under  the 
spotlight” 

Fluent  and  charming,  but 
sharply  aware  of  those  who 
have  done  him  wrong.  Car- 


Carbone has  proved  a model  professional  since  joining  Sheffield  Wednesday 


bone,  25,  finds  much  to  ad- 
mire, and  marvel  at  in  Eng- 
lish football  but  he  deplores 
its  defences.  “I'd  watched 
English  football  already  on 
television."  he  said.  “It’s  not 
dirty.  It’s  very  rugged.  There 
are  more  tackles,  but  always 
on  the  ball  The  players  are 
not  malicious,  they  are  deci- 
sive. They  never  stop  running 
...  pum.  pum  pum! 
Incredible. 

“Here  they  train  very  little; 
I don't  know  how  they  man- 
age to  run  so  much.  Techni- 
cally and  tactically,  the 
difference  is  in  defence.  The 
Italians  are  much  better  pre- 
pared defensively.  In  Italy,  to 
win  a game  is  very  difficult" 

Carbone,  who  prefers  to 
play  off  the  centre  forward, 
has  touch,  flair,  intelligence 
and  a spirit  of  adventure. 
“Good  technique,”  Pleat  said, 
“prepared  to  try  the  auda- 
cious. Someone  who  is  obvi- 
ously willing  to  express  him- 
self and  is  begging  me  to 
allow  him  to  express  himself. 


He's  got  to  be  more  goal- 
consdous  and  I think  he  can 
be.”  The  admiration  is  recip- 
rocated. “Up  to  now  be  hasn’t 
made  a single  mistake.”  Car- 
bone said  of  Pleat  “He  is  very 
intelligent:  above  all. 
tactically.” 


Carbone  has  scored  sur- 
prisingly few  goals, 
just  15  in  his  three 
seasons  in  Serie  B.  then  three 
in  Serie  A ForTorino  and  four 
for  Xapoli.  Last  season,  with 
Inter,  he  scored  just  a couple. 
“I  have  always  sacrificed 
myself  for  the  team.”  he  said. 
“I  go  out  and  get  the  ball  on 
ihe  wing.  I played  at  Caserta. 
Campioli  got  25  goals:  Ascoli. 
Bierhoff  got  22  goals:  Torino. 
Silenzi  got  22  goals:  Inter, 
Branca  got  19. 1 play  more  for 
the  team  than  myself.  It’s  in 
my  character  to  produce  more 
assists  than  goals." 

He  felt  badly  treated  at 
Inter,  where  he  was  seldom 
allowed  to  play  in  his  favour- 
ite position  by  Roy  Hodgson, 


their  English  manager,  and 
lost  his  place  to  Youri 
DjorkaefF.  “I  found  myself 
out  of  the  team.”  Carbone 
said,  “and  1 thought  it  better 
to  have  a change  of  air. 
because  those  people  don't 
deserve  me." 

He  is  delighted  that  Cesare 
Maldini  has  taken  over  as 
coach  of  the  Italy  national 
team.  “1  remember  him  with 
affection  because  I had  a 
marvellous  year  with  him,” 
he  said.  “We  won  the  Euro- 
pean under-21  championship. 
I am  sure  he  wall  win  some- 
• thing.  Why?  Because  he 
doesn’t  exclude  class  players 
from  his  teams. 

“If  he  chose  fRobertoj 
Baggio  or  [Gianfranco]  Zola, 
they’d  be  left  to^riay  as  they 
know  how.  It’s  very  impor- 
tant that  a player  like  Zola 
can  go  on  the  field  and  do 
what  he  wants.  It's  very 
important  that  players  like 
me  can  play  like  that.  Free  in 
our  heads  to  do  what  we  have 
in  our  minds.” 


Midlands 
dub  is 
forced  into 
drastic 
cutbacks 


Non-League  Football 
by  Walter  Gammie  : 


the  nexr -three  fixtures  for 
Broms  grove  Rovers  provide  a 
timely  lifeline  for  the  Worces-  , 
tershire  dub.  whose  seasonal 
long  struggle  in  the  VatixhaU  ' 
Conference  has  been  thrown 
into  sharp  refief  by  the  revela-  - 
non  of  financial  problems  so 
severe  as  to  force  Brian  Ken- 
ning. the  manager,  to  place  his 
entire  squad  of  contracted 
players  on  the  transfer  fist 
Tomorrow  Bromsgrove 
travel  to  Bath  City,  who  are 
points  below  them  az  the  foot 
of  the  table,  with  victory  vital 
in  their  attempt  to  dose-  the 
five-point  gap  with  the  teams 
above  them.  lying  as  theydoin 
the  third  relegation  position. 
Tomorrow  week,  Bromsgrove 
play  host  to  the  other  team 
below  them,  Rushden  and 
Diamonds. 


i 


In  between,  on  Tuesday. 

rivals. 


they  meet  their  local  rival 
Kidderminster  Harriers,  "at 
the  Victoria  Ground  in  the 
most  important  money-spin- 
ning fixture  of  their  season.  £4 
Last  season,  the  match  on 
Boxing  Day  attracted  4398. 

The  match  at  Kidderminster 
last  Boxing  Day  drew  more 
than  6.000. 

Keith  MacM  aster,  the 
chairman,  expects  the  crowd 
to  be  3300  and  his  message  to 
the  townspeople  is  simple:  “If 
you  want  a football  club  in 
Bromsgrove,  come  along  and 
support  us.”  A drastic  cut  in 
the  playing  budget  and  “a 
tightening  up  on  expenditure 
in  all  directions”  is  in  store  for 
next  season. 

“It’s  been  coming  on  since 
we  joined  the  Conference  five 
years  ago."  MacMaster  said.  O 
“We’ve  been  fortunate  enough 
in  previous  seasons  to  sell 
players  like  Scott  Cooksey, 
Steve  Taylor  and  Martin 
O'Connor  to  Football  League 
dubs,  which  has  been  , a big 
help  to  cashflow,  but  we 
haven't  sold  anybody  for  the 
past  two  years. 

“With  our  situation  in  the 
league,  gates  have  been  plum- 
meting as  well.  We’ve  been 
averaging  around  700  this 
season  compared  to  1,100  last 
season.” 

Hie  only  player  to  have 
attracted  interest  so  far  is  Adie 
Smith,  a 22-year-old  utility 
player,  for  whom  the  dub  has  { j 
turned  down  offers  from  Kid-  '■  ' 
derminster  and  Kettering 

Town.  As  for  Kenning. 

MacMaster  said:  “He  under- 
stands file  situation.  As  he 
said  to  me.  he’s  a fighter  not  a 
quitter.” 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBAj.  New 
York  100  Toronto  M,  Cleveland  85  Indiana 
78:  Chicago  1 11  San  Antonio  68;  Detfo4  9? 
fvfcn&aote  88.  Portland  721  PMoeriK  ». 
mail  96  Dallas  68.  Houston  90  Gotten 
Stale  85:  Sacramento  105  Denver  100. 
BUDWEISER  LEAGUE:  Leicester  Rtdera, 
97  Newcastle  Eagles  1 1ft  London  Towers 
94  Crystal  Palace  61 

EUROPEAN  CLUBS  CHAMPIONSHIP: 
VHleurtwnne  (Ft)  97  Estodtanlas  Madrid  74; 
Teamgyswn  Bologna  73  Sevitta  70 


BILLIARDS 


NORWICH-  Strachan  world  matetyiay 
champtonaKp:  Third  round:  D Josh 
I India)  W S Agrawa  (rdraj  4-2:  S Multan 


find)  bl  D Cluster  (Engl  4-3  R Close  (Eng) 
m A Goenha  (1 nd)  4-2:  N Patel  (tod)  tx  A 


Kuma  (Indl  4-3.  R CMpman 


n Eng]  bl  J 
Murphy  (Eng)  4-0,  C Shull  (Eng)  tt  M 


Wiicfcnan  (Eng)  4-0.  B Bahasfcat  llndj  bt  R 


WlAamsjEngi  4-3.  P Gflchrtst  (Eng)  bl  B Ok 


lEng)  i 


BOWLS 


YORK:  EW1BA  tutorial  ehampronSHps: 


Triples:  Frnah_Canbndge  Chesterton  ^(L 


Jarmani  bt  Egham  (K  Strutt)  CO-1 
Unhedged  pairs  First  round:  L Melcalte 
an  J 0 Froddi  (Richardson's)  w A Meade 
and  B Douglas  (Mote  Park)  34-7:  J Amaud 
and  J McNitoan  (Alheriey)  bt  E Mutter  snd  P 
While  (Essex  County)  22-21  (alter  extra 
■end)  D Gibbons  and  C Clathe  tMansWd. 
North  London)  bl  C Day  and  P Caron  (Crtv 
ol  EJyl  22-15.  A Burgess  end  C 
[Northavon|  bt  I Butter  and  C Neavs  (North 
Walshantl  23-28:  P Pond  and  S StfWan 
(Whilet<r»gtns)  bt  j Grtes  aid  A Chittenden 
(Lilian)  22-19.  C and  A Gowshall  (Loutn)  bt 
A Milhvard  and  A Owen  (Preston.  Bnghloni 
30-5.  A Knot)  and  S Wilson  (South  Shields) 
bt  D Srrirti  and  E Detoman  (Donyngs. 
Surrey)  w/o.  Christina  and  Cheryl  Normal! 
iTetgnbndgel  bt  0 Thomas  art]  G Lloyd 
(MaRrem  Has)  29-11. 


BOXING 


BIRMINGHAM:  ABA  national  bub:  LfaK- 
lanor)  M 


flyweight  ten  Napa  (Crown  ato  Manor) 
Fiartrae  N 


rianrae  Norton  [New  Aeltey)  pts  By: 
Mutual  Hunier  (HaiUejxiofl  bt  Nicky  Bell 
I Brighton)  rsc.  2nd  rod  Bartam:  Stephen 
Crates  (Reptonl  bl  Lew  Rantoon  (Hunstet) 
pis  Feather  Steven  Bell  (Louvolw)  bl 
Michael  Walsh  (Portsmouth  Urwersltyl  rsc, 
3rd  md  Light  Mark  Hawthorne  (Lowestoft) 
br  Roy  Ruthortord  iHafl  Green)  pts  Wetter 
Ft  arras  Barnett  iSofani  bt  rmt  Snath 


iHandsworth)  pts  light-wetter:  Richard 
x lAchael  Hal  (Dartng- 


Haflon  (Sale  West)  bt 

ton)  pis  LJgta-rnMdteCtas  Betsey  (Anrrv) 
br  Michael  Jones  (Gemml)  pis  Middle:  ten 
Cooper  (Hartlepool)  bt  James  Twde  (Tn- 
umchi  prs.  Ughf-heavyr  Paul  Rogers  (Ken 
Hill)  tt  Mars  Krence  (Si  Michaels)  dfeouaS- 
f»d  Heavy:  Blue  Stevens  iPtnewood  Sian) 
bt  Tory  OaMey  i Leigh  Party  pts  Super- 
heavy: Aucfley  Hamsun  (Reploni  br  Nid> 
Kendall  (Apoto)  rsc,  1st  md 


CYCLING 


TOUR  Of  MURCIA:  Second 
(1004m,  Much  ro  Totano)  1.IG 
(Spl  3hrs  57mm  23se c:  Z M Pant  am  lit).  J.  J 
C Doming  lie;  (Sp).  4.  C M Molter  iDot).  S.  S 
Gonzatea  iSpi  at  same  ame.  6.  V Apando 
(Spl  a)  from  47s«  Leading  overafl 
post  lions:  V Camacho  ght  5mm  35socr.  2. 
Pantarc  at  4 see.  3,  Ooronguez  a 4.  Motor 
12. 5.  Gonzalez  same  (roe:  6.  Aparrau  1 min 
&3sec 


FOOTBALL 


Wednesday’s  late  results 
EUROPEAN  CUP:  Quarter-Duals,  fart  tog: 
A®  1 ABeoco  Madrid  1 Bonr-ssle  Dort- 
mund 3 Auwsre  1.  Manchester  United  4 FC 
Porto  0;  Rooenborg  1 Juventus  I. 

FA  CARLING  PREMIERSHIP:  Chelsea  l 
Bldcttjum  1.  Leicester  J Aston  Vila  0. 


Middlesbrough  6 Derby  l;  Notmgham 
Forest  0 Sheffield  Wednesday  3:  South- 
ampton 2 Everton  2 

NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE:  FW  division: 
Manchester  City  1 Portsmouth  1;  Stoke  3 
Grensby  1:  West  Bromwich  Abon  A 
Southend  0 

BELLS  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE  Premier 
division:  Rash  2 KWmamgcK  1 
SCOTTISH  LEAGUE  Third  division:  Abe 
on  3 Afloa  0. 

UNIBOND  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMsron: 
Bohop  Auctoand  2 Alfteton  2 
DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE  Midland  dmstorc 
Paget  2 Sofchtf!  Boro  1. 

FA  UMBRO  TROPHY:  Thinkround  replay: 
SI  Laonaids  0 Cotwyn  Bay  0 (del). 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION:  Rret 
division:  Bournemouth  0 MUKvafl  2. 
Chatton  1 Luton  1 , Swndan  2 Bnstcv  City  1 ; 
IpsWtoh  0 Tottenham  0 League  Cup: 
Arsenal  I Norwich  3 Odord  United  2 Bristol 
Rovers  0.  Postponed:  ftjrtsmouth  v Crystal 
Palace 

PONTIN'S  CENTRAL  LEAGUE  Premier 
division:  Owjham  2 Tranmeie  5 First  dM- 
store  Bladroool  0 Preston  1;  Huddersfield  1 
Shettetd  United  3.  Notts  County  i Wolver- 
hampton OSecond  division:  Shrewsbury  0 
Carfsle  1 Postponed:  Burnley  v Bradford. 


Third  division:  Bury  4 Scaitwaugh  ft 
' Sam- 


Chester  2 Darlmgion  2.  Walsall  0 
Irtoroe  0 Postponed:  Chesterfield  v 
Rochdale 

WINSTON  LEAD  KENT  LEAGUE  First 
drvrtston:  Canlartxfly  2 Furness  1. 
BNDSLE16H  INSURANCE  MIDLAND 
COMBINATION:  Premier  dMston:  Post- 
poned: Mar  Ka  v Knonte. 

FEDERATION  BREWERY  NORTHERN 
LEAGUE  First  division:  Ounston  Fed  2 
Consetl  0.  Wtet*ham  0 Gutsborough  2 
JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA- 
GUE Premier  dtvStam  Sudbury  Town  Res 
4 Hadfeigh  I. 

NORTH  WEST  COUNTES  LEAGUE  First 
divtoiar  Prescot  Cables  i Hotter  Old  Boys 
0.  Rossondate  3 Atherton  Colteries  1. 
NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE 
ftemtar  divistan;  HaKam  0 Arnold  Z 
UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE:  First 
tfiviston:  VMirtehank  0 Langney  Sports  0 
Postponed:  Arundel  v Sefeey 
FA  YOUTH  CUP:  FWh  round:  Leeds  0 
Tranrnerc  0 

SPANISH  LEAGUE  Raya  VOtecano  2 
Sevffla  0. 

ARGENTINE  LEAGUE:  Boca  Juniors  1 
Lanus  1 ; Espatol  2 San  Lorenzo  3:  hhsacan 
1 Huracan  Comentes  1:  Rosario  Central  1 
Estudiantes  0:  Banteld  0 Rner  Plate  2. 
Union  2 Ferro  Carrti  Oeste  1:  Gvmasia  La 
Plata  1 NevreTeO:  Independents  0 Velez  3; 
Glmiiasia  -Muy  1 Racing  2. 


GOLF 


AGADIfl.  Morocco:  Moroccan  Oparv 
Earty  first-round  scores  (GB  and  Ire  unless 
Grated).  87:  S Allan  (Aus)  68:  A CoHart,  B 
May  (US).  C Wtoeiaw  (5A)  0&  J-C  Pinero 


Payne. 


Faath  Onev  B Davo.  71:  A Fcrsbrand 


Jotwrnxne  (Zrn).  S Luna  (Sp).  G 
lArgl-M 


Orr.  R Bums.  V PhSps.  J Co ceres 
James 

AGADIR.  Morocco:  Sahara  Cup  tour  JMl 
strokeptey:  Europe  1 te  Africa  2Yt  (Europe 


names  first  S Torrance  iScot)  end  R Russell 
iScoi)  69  lost  to  W Westner  ISA)  and  C 
Whtelaw  (SA)  68:  P Broadenst  (Eng)  and  P 
Hamngtnn  (he)  66  W Y El  Hassarr  iMoO 
and  M Maknxtoe  (Mori  70:  A Cottatt  (Scot) 


and  P-U  Johansson  (Sure)  71  lost  to  4 
Pappa3  f 


Hawksa^^)  and  B _Pappa3  (SA)  69:  M 


James  (Eng)  end  C Rocca  (A)  67  halved 
w«h  R Wtesseto  (SA)  and  T Johns  lone  tZim) 
67) 


HOCKEY 


CLUB  MATCH:  Cambridge  Urtveisrty  1 
East  AngBans  2. 

MILTON  KEYNES:  British  Aerospace 
under- 16  schoofarrts  champiutislrfp: 


4 Arnold  (BlacA- 
CcrlO; 


pool)  Z-  Dame  Aka  Harpur  0 Henry  ™ 
Amato  0 Giordano  V.Cori  OQueenswood  1: 
Cardano  0 Harpur  0.  Carl  I Arnold  Or, 
Oueenswood  0 Cardano  4.  Arnold  1 Harpir 
ft  Gordano  2 Con  ft  Hatpur  0 Oueerowood 
1.  Fetal  posttone:  1.  Gordana  10:  Z 
Oueenswood  9: 3.  Con 


ICE  HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  lNHU.  Harttord  2 
• RttMurgh  Z Rtoenb  3 


Caigaty  0:  Buffalo  4 

Florida  ft  Colorado  7 Montreal  3;  New 
Jersey  3 FWaoeiphra  1:  Toronto  4 Detrot  4 
ipT);  Da*as  3 St  Lous,  2.  Vancouver  1 
Ottawa!. 


Chicago  1 fOT),  Anaheim  4 
SUPERLEAGUE  Group  A:  Ptay-oft 


NewcasOa  Cobras.  3 Mancrtastar  Storm  0. 


LACROSSE 


MILTON  KEYNES:  National  schoofefris' 
tournament  Parirer  Salvor  Isenosl: 
SemMirtals:  St  George's,  Harpenden  1 
Moreton  Hal.  Oswestry  2:  Downe  House, 
Newbury  2 St  BatthoiomeWs.  Newbury  1 
Final:  Downe  House  3 Moreton  Hail  3 
(trophy  shared)  Dodd  Cup  Uurvots)  Semf- 
flnata;  Chettenham  Ladies  Cotteoe  4 St 
Helen's.  Northwood  0.  Berihamated  Ccde- 
jlate  2 ABce  Orttey  1 Ftnat  Cheltenhan 
, 0 Boriihteraied  D (trophy  sh®ed) 


ROWING 


OXFORD  UNIVERSITY  TORPIDS 

MEN:  Bret  tSvtston:  Ltocdn  bod  Otnst 
Church:  OreJ  U bpd  Sl  Edmund  Hall  To- 
day's starting  order  Oriel  Pembroke. 
Magdaiai.  Brasenose.  New  CoBege,  Unt- 
varsty.  Ln-reln.  ChreJ  Church.  Worcester. 
Orel  H.  St  Edmund  Had.  Exeter  Second  d- 
vtsiorr  Oman's  bpd  St  Catherine's  Treaty. 
Jesus  bpd  St  Peter's,  Osier-Green,  Men  or. 
bpd  Kebta.  Today's  starting  order:  Wad- 
ham  Queens.  St  Catherine's.  Sl  John's, 


Balnl.  Treaty^ Jesus.  SI  Pew's.  LadjrMar- 


garet  Han.  Osier-Green.  Merton.  Kebie. 
Third  i 


dMsrorr  SI  Anne  s.  Mansfield  Ftem- 
breke  II  bpd  St  Hugh’s  One!  IR,  Corpus 
Clrnsoe  bpd  Baibol  II  Today's  starting 
order  Hertford.  Wottscn,  Unacre.  Si 
Anne's,  Mansfteid.  Pembroke  H Sr  Hughes. 
Onel  Id.  Corpus  Chnche.  New  Cot  lego  II, 
Ballot  II.  Unwratytl  Fourth  division: 


Halts  E«ater  11  bpd  Brasenose N.Lrcotn  It. 
Lady  Mergeret  Had  r.  bpo  Somerrtie.  Sonv 
revile  bpd  waroaster  II.  Sl  John's  H and 
Wottson  II  bpd  Wactfiam  U Todays  starting 
order  hebto  R.  Magdalen  II.  Exeter  li. 
Brasenose  II.  Sl  Edmond  Hail  II.  Lmooto  II, 


TODAYS  FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 
Ktok-ofl  7 30  untess  stated 
Nationwide  League 
First  dhifeton 

Bamsfey  v SheH  Did  (7  45)  . ..  . 

Third  cfivtskxi 

Cambridge  ijtd  v Coichester  (7.4S) 

FA1  HARP  LAGS?  SENIOR  CHALLENGE 
CUP:  CXtartBr-Rnate:  Bonemians  w St 
Patrick's  Ath:  Waterford  v Droghada  (7.45) 
JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  Fist  cfl- 
vtaion:  Easaetgh  v Gosport 


SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Snickers  under 
t9  Trophy.  Quectet-Onek  Lonqlocd  Com- 
mwiiiy.  Middx  v Ardlngty  CotL  Susse*  (3  0) 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 
Club  match 

Castfetord  u Wigan  (7^Q). 


OTHER  SPORT 


BOWLS:  Women's  Engfeh  national  Indoor 
Otamponshp  (at  York) . 

ICE  HOCKEY:  Superi««(»  play-oB: 
Giw^»  A:  Cardiff  v Manchester  (7.0). 


Lady  M*gar«  Hall  II.  Somarvtlb,  Worcester 

II,  St  John's  II.  Woflsan  II.  Wadham  II  FHth 
dMaton;  Jesus  II.  St  Senefs  Hall  bpd  Onel 
W;  Hertford  II  bpd  Oueerr's  II:  Oster  Green  H 
bpd  Umveraty  III;  Merton  II  bpd  Magdelan 
III  Today’s  steittog  order  St  Cathenna's  n. 
St  PeWs  U.  St  Arre's  II.  Jesus  II.  Sl 
Benefs,  Oriel  IV,  Hertford  ll.  Queen  s II, 
Oder-Green  U.  Unlveroty  Ml.  Regent's  Park, 
Merton  II  SWh  divtaioxr  Merton  H.  Woflsan 
111  bpd  Kebte  IU.  Sl  Antony’s  bpd  Lady  Mar- 
garet Hail  til.  Bafltoi  III.  Corpus  Chris  li  U.  Lin- 
coln III  bpd  Onel  V.  Trtrety  II  bpd  Lncoto  ui 
Today’s  startteg  order  Madgalen  m,  Woll- 
son  III.  Kebte  III,  Unacre  H.  St  Amony’s.  Lady 
Margaret  HaJI  III,  Baftot  111,  Cogxjs  Christ)  II. 
Titotfy  8,  Somervde  II.  Uncdn  III.  Onet  V 
Sevwrth  cSvrsjorv  Queen's  III.  Wadham  HI. 
St  Caherre’s  ill,  Sl  Anne's  in,  Merton  W 
bpd  ftembroke  III,  St  Hugh’s  II  bpd  St 
Catherine's  it,  Mansfield  A bpd  Brasenose 

III,  Merton  IV.  Hertford  D bpd  CorousChrotl 
IU.  Today's  starting  order  University  IV. 
Queen's  HI.  Wadham  111,  St  Hugh’s  n.  St 
Catherine's  1H.  Si  /tone's  ffl.  Merton  w.  Pem- 
broke HI.  Mansfield  II.  Brasenose  III.  Merton 

IV,  Hertford  111.  Corpus  Chnsti  111  Women: 
First  cSvtsron;  Onto  bpd  Somervffie,  Ltewer- 
stly.  Lady  Margaret  Had  bpd  Pembroke. 
Tnn4y  bpd  Orest  Church  Today's  starting 
order  Osier -Green,  St  Catharine's,  New 
Cofege.  Wadham.  Oriel.  Somervflte.  Si 
HttOas.  University.  Lady  Margaiet  Hail. 
Pembroka.  TrvUy,  Christ  Church.  Second 
division:  Lmcoin  bpd  Brasenose.  Wotison 


bpd  Herricrd.  Merton  bpd  Worcestar.  Sl 
i Queen's.  Kebte  tpd  Ex 


Edmund  Hafl  bpd 

eter  Today’s  starting  order  Lincoln. 
Brasenoee.Wotteon.  Hatiort,  Merton.  Vta- 
easier.  St  Edmund  Had,  Queer’s.  BaAol. 
Jesus.  Kebte,  Exeter  Third  dMetorc  Mans- 
field. Magdaten.  Sl  Hughes  bpd  Somervaie 
II;  Wadham  I).  Coipis  OiTsoe.  Lady 
Margaret  Htoi  M bpd  Magdalen  R;  Wottson  II 
bpd  Lady  Margaret  HJll  Todery"3  starttog 
order  St  Arne’s.  Oder-Green  II,  St  Peter's, 
Unacre.  Mansfield.  Magdalen,  St  Hugh's. 
Srenetwle  D.  Wadham  B.  Corpus  Christie, 
Watson,  Lady  Margreet  Hal  0 Fourh 
dvision:  Wotfson  ll,  Begems  Park  bpd 
ParteroM?  II.  Sr  Catherine's  II  bpd  Regent's 
Parir.  Merton  ll.  Lncoto  U bed  St  Edmund 
Hafi  II.  Si  Antony  's.  Wort  son  R bpd  Lroooto 
It.  St  Hugh's  11  bpd  Brasenose  II  Today’s 
Nailing  order  Magdalen  11,  St  Calheme’s 
II.  Regent's  Paifo  Pembroke  11.  Merton  8.  S» 


Antony's.  Hertford  I.  Wotfson Till,  Lrocoto  M. 
St  Eamnd 


, „ Hail  n.  Cbnst  Church  tt.  Ss 
Hunt's  II.  Brasenose  D 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 


STONES  CHAMPIONSHIP:  Second  divi- 
storc  Bramey  2s  Yore  a. 


RUGBY  UNION 


CLUB  MATCH:  Royal  Navy  18  Cambridge 
Unversirv  24 


SAILING 


BT  GLOBAL  CHALLENGE:  Fourth  leg: 
S flnw  to  Capa  Town  (positions  to 
13-SQGMT  yssreday.  with  mica  to  Cape 
Town)  I,  Save  the  Chllck en S.480. 2.  Global 
Taanwork  5.482,  3.  Pause  to  Rerrwmber 
5.488.  4,  Group  4 5.49ft  5.  Tosteba  Wave 
Warrior  5.491;  6.  CourtaAte  Ini  5.493;  7. 
Ocsen  Rover  5.495:  8.  Molorata  5.496;  9. 
Nuclea  Electee  5.49ft  10.  Commercial 
Union  5.499. 11. 3Com  5.502  \z  Concert 
5.502;  13.  Tkne  & fide  5.513:  14.  Heath 
Inswed  K 5.514. 


TENNIS 


ROTTERDAM:  Men's  tournament  First 
round:  M Sttch  (Ger)  bt  C Pohno  (Fr)  6-3. 
3-6.  6-1;  G Ivanisevic  [CrolW  F Santoro  (Ft) 
6-3. 6a  Second  round:  P Korda  (Off)  W J 


van  Heroh  iBert  7-6.  6-2.  R Furtan  |U)  br  O 
'I  7-5.  7-6 


Detente  (Fr) 

SCOTTSDALE,  ArtzonK  Man's  tourna- 
ment: First  round  S Bruguera  (&>)  bt  J 
Sfortenberq  [Ausi  CHa.  6-4.  6-1;  Second 
rouid  B Black  (3m)  bt  5 Sofia  IAia)  6-4. 


5-7.  7-5.  R Rrereberg  (USl  tt  H Gumy  (Ara) 
(Ft)  tt  A Modwdev 


2-6. 6-1. 6-2:  J Goimard  . . 
fUkri  7-6.  3-6.  6-4.  M PHiopoussiS  tAus)  H 
B Shotton  fUS)  6-4. 6- 1 


GOLF:  SPECTACULAR  LOSS  OF  FORM  DRIVING  RYDER  CUP  CAPTAIN  TO  DESPAIR 


Is  sad  Ballesteros  heading 
for  the  cruellest  cut  of  all? 


By  John  Hopkins 

GOLF  CORRESPONDENT 


DOWN  the  years,  thousands 
of  golfers  have  wished  they 
could  play  like  Severiano 
Ballesteros.  The  sad  truth  is 
they  now  can.  Ballesteros  is 
playing  like  an  amateur  at 
present  He  is  a shadow  of  the 
man  who  has  won  three  Open 
championships  and  the  Mas- 
ters twice. 

He  was  dreadful  in  Dubai 
last  week;  his  second  round, 
an  84,  the  second  highest  of  the 
day.  contained  nine  bogeys 
and  two  double  bogeys  and  he 
missed  the  ait  by  13  strokes.  In 
fact,  he  has  been  dreadful  all 
year.  His  average  finishing 
position  in  the  three  tourna- 
ments he  has  played  is  135th. 

. The  Moroccan  Open  started 
yesterday  and  it  was  at  this 
event  last  year  that  Ballesteros 
reappeared  after  a six-month 
break  from  the  game.  He  hit 
the  ball  well  in  practice  but 
could  not  reproduce  that  form 
on  the  course.  He  still  cannot 
His  back  continues  to  worry 
him  and  he  is  in  Germany  at 
present,  seeking  help  from  the 
doctor  who  has  helped  Jose 
Maria  Olaz&bal  get  back  on 
his  feet. 

Adding  to  Ballesteros's 
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Ballesteros;  back  trouble 


unease  is  the  fact  that  he 
seems  to  be  at  odds  with 
almost  everybody.  His  mood 
is  as  black  as  his  hair.  The 
dispute  with  the  Ryder  Cup 
committee  as  ro  how  many 
selections  he  should  have  for 
his  team  rumbles  on,  with 
lading  players  endorsing  his 
view  that  two  selections  are 
too  few.  The  surest  sign  of  his 
discontent  is  that  he  is  publicly 
warning  journalists  that  be 
will  only  talk  about  the  Ryder 
Cup  at  certain  times  and 
occasions,  which  is  hardly  the 
demeanour  expected  of  a 
captain. 

Ballesteros  was  a sporting 
phenomenon  when  he  was  at 


Bright  start  by  Lyle 


SANDY  LYLE,  embarking  on 
a run  of  nine  successive 
tournaments  in  the  United 
States,  began  his  challenge 
for  the  Dora!  Open  with  a 
round  of  67  in  Miami 
yesterday. 

He  briefly  held  the  lead 
before  being  overtaken  by 
Greg  Norman,  the  defending 
champion,  and  two  Ameri- 
cans. Lee  Rinker  and  Bob 
Tway.  Lyle  was  more  than 
happy  with  his  form  after 
extracting  eight  birdies  from 
the  Blue  Monster  course, 
which  has  been  given  a £3.5 
million  facelift 

Lyle.  39.  has  not  discounted 
his  chances  of  regaining  his 


place  in  the  European  Ryder 
Cup  team  but  admits  he 
would  probably  have  to  win 
at  least  two  tournaments  on 
the  US  PGA  Tour,  or  a major 
championship,  to  become  one 
of  the  wild-card  selections.  He 
has  only  five  appearances 
scheduled  in  Europe  this 
Season. 

“My  game  is  coming  back 
and  so  is  my  confidence:”  Lyle 
said.  “I  have  had  a lot  of 
troughs  in  my  career  but  now 
I feel  I am  on  an  upswing.” 

Lyle  was  using  a new  set  of 
Callaway  dubs  in  place  of  the 
Mizunos  he  had  used  for  M 
years,  which  were  lost  five 
weeks  ago. 


his  best  and  remains  one  at  his 
worst.  He  has  described  him- 
self as  "hopeless".  Last  year 
players  talked  of  the  reverse 
pivot  that  was  present  in  his 
swing.  This  year  it  is  some- 
thing else.  “Seve  says  he  does 
nor  feel  comfortable  at  the  top 
of  the  backswing,”  OlazSbal 
said.  “If  you  don’t  feel  comfort- 
able in  that  position,  it  is  veiy 
difficult  to  strike  the  ball  well.” 

At  first  glance,  it  is  hard  to 
see  what  is  wrong.  Ballesteros 
takes  two  practice  swings  and 
then  moves  behind  the  ball  to 
look  down  the  intended  line  of 
flight  A cough,  a nervous 
pluck  at  his  lrft  hip  with  his 
left  hand  and  he  returns  to  the 
address  position  once  again. 
At  this  moment  he  appears 
relaxed.  Then  his  troubles 
begin.  He  strikes  the  ball  and 
watches  it  soar  away  to  where 
he  did  not  intend  it  to,  sighs 
and  hands  his  club  back  to  his 
caddie. 

Events  of  recent  weeks 
should  give  him  hope.  The 
possibility  of  his  Europe  team 
for  the  Ryder  Cup  in  Spain  nor 
containing  a Spaniard  has 
receded.  Miguel  Angel  Martin 
won  a tournament  in  Austra- 
lia and  lies  second  in  the 
points  table,  and  Olazabal. 
whose  career  had  been  in 
doubt,  finished  joint  twelfth  in 
Dubai,  suggesting  that,  as 
jong  as  his  health  continues  to 
improve,  he  should  have  little 
difficulty  in  qualifying  for  the 
match  in  September. 

Perhaps  these  are  sufficient 
reasons  to  encourage  Ball- 
esteros to  abandon  his  idea  of 
being  a playing  captain,  which 
was  bom  out  of  a desire  to 
have  a Spaniard  in  his  team 
Perhaps  that  will  free  his 
mind  from  his  own  bad  play 
and  enable  him  to  relax  and 
think  positively  once  again 

Heaven  knows,  the  game 
needs  a Ballesteros  on  song 
He  has  the  capacity  to  turn  a 
tournament  into  a festival.  He 
is  not  doing  so  at  present  We 
must  wish  that  he  has  not  lost 

hiSpSubljme  gift  for  go]f  fQT 


Russell  well 
set  after  t 
hole  in  one 


DAVID  A.  RUSSELL,  who 
hopes  that  his  battle  against 
chest  cancer  has  now  been 
won.  holed  in  one  at  the  16th  in 
the  opening  round  of  the 
Moroccan  Open  in  Agadir 
yesterday. 

It  was  the  fourteenth  hole 
in  one  of  his  career  and  helped 
him  to  a three-under-par  69. 
two  shots  off  the  lead  after  a 
mind-numbing  journey  last- 
ing 51  hours  from  his  home  in 
Los  Angeles. 

Russell  trails  the  leader. 
Stephen  Allen,  of  Australia, 
and  is  one  shot  adrift  of  Bob 
May,  of  the  United  States. 
Clinton  Whitelaw,  of  South 
Africa,  and  Andrew  CollarL  of 
Scotland. 

M I have  had  two  rough  years 
battling  cancer  but  I stopped 
taking  drugs  to  build  up  my 
immune  system  on  January  15 
and  it  has  made  all  the 
difference.  I feel  much,  much 
better,"  Russell  said. 

Russell,  who  has  lived  in  . . 
California  for  the  past  two  V' 
years,  admitted  he  was  very 
tired  and  jet  lagged  after  his  f. 
journey  across  the  Atlantic. 

Russell  left  Los  Angeles  on 
Monday  afternoon,  missed  a 
connection  to  Morocco  and 
had  to  travel  the  next  day  to 
Brussels.  Then  he  missed 
another  connection  at  Casa- 
blanca before  finally  making  it 
to  Agadir. 

Alien,  who  is  in  his  first  year 
as  a professional,  is  an  Aiistra- 
Itan  of  Scottish  parents  and 
was  taking  part  in  only  Ws 
second  European  Tour  event 
He  played  steadily  with  six 
birdies  and  only  one  bogey  on 
his  card. 

Coltart,  who  is  hoping  to 
play  well  enough  to  force  his 
way  into  ihe  Ryder  Cup  team 
m September,  had  seven  bird- 
ies but  three  bogeys.  ^ 

May-  had  a sound  round  of  w 
five  birdies  and  one  bogey  but 
has  never  finished  higher 
man  twelfth  in  a European 
Tour  event.  Sam  Torrance  had 
a bad  day,  struggling  round  in 
hvo  over  par. 
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jjgvid  Powell,  athletics  correspondent,  previews  the  world  indoor  championships 

Smith  and  Baulch 
aiming  to  cash  in 
on  new  incentives 


THE  outside  of  the  house  was 

« bright  and  fresh  but  the  inside 
was  beginning  to  look  shabby 
Then  along  came  Primo 
■ Nebiolo  with  his  decorators, 
papering  the  interior  walls 
ynth  money.  Now  the  indoor 
world  championships  are  a 
' respectable  companion  for  the 
outdoor  version.  When  the 
indoor  championships  were 
last  staged,  two  years  ago  in 
Barcelona,  only  one  world 
record  was  set  and  that  was  in 
an  under-developed  event,  the 
women’s  triple  jump.  While 
the  field  events  were  of  a good 
standard,  the  track  racing 
was,  at  best,  patchy. 

The  absence  of  Michael 
Johnson  and  Svetlana  Mast- 
erkova,  the  International  Am- 
ateur Athletic  Federation’s 
(IAAF)  male  and  female  ath- 
letes of  19%,  from  the  sixth 
■ indoor  championships,  tak- 
ing place  in  Paris  over  the  next 

P three  days,  is  disappointing 
but  not  worth  dwelling  on. 
The  list  of  luminaries  that  are 
taking  part  is  too  long  to  pack 
into  one  sentence  here. 

These  are  the  first  IAAF 
world  championships  to  pay 
prize-money.  $50,000  (about 
: £31.000)  to  winners.  $50,000  to 
• world  record  breakers, 
$60,000  to  victorious  relay 
teams.  The  pay  compares 
-favourably  with  awards  for 
; the  outdoor  world  champion- 
ships in  Athens  this  summer, 
where  winners  will  receive 
$60,000,  plus  $100,000  for  a 
world  record. 

• The  currency  of  conversa- 
l -lion  remains  medals,  not 
" dollars,  however,  and  finding 
an  athlete  prepared  to  say  that 
he  or  she  is  here  for  the  money 
is  as  unlikely  as  being  able  to 
“persuade  Nebiolo,  the  IAAF 
president,  to  remove  the  sec- 
ond  word  from  his  governing 
body’s  name.  Steve  Smith,  one 
of  two  Great  Britain  athletes 
going  into  the  championships 
as  a favourite,  almost  admit- 
ted it  yesterday,  but  stopped 
* short 

Smith,  the  Olympic  high 
jump  bronze  medal-winner, 
said:  “$50,000  would  go  a long 
■way  to  securing  my.  future  and 


that  is  how  I thought  of  it  at 
the  start  of  the  season.  But 
now  what  exrites  me  is  taking 
the  ntle." 

If  successful.  Smith  would 
at  last  deliver  on  the  potential 
he  showed  in  1992  when,  after 
a memorable  due!  with  Tim 
Forsyth,  of  Australia,  he  won 
the  world  junior  title.  He  has 
yet  to  win  a senior  one,  bur  has 
a *£ver  or  bronze  medal  from 
earn  of  the  four  main  outdoor 
championships. 

“I  nave  taken  enough  med- 
als. there  has  got  to  be  a time 
when  I stan  taking  titles,"  he 


Smith:  favourite 

said  yesterday.  He  is  in  superb 
form  and  would  be  entering 
the  competition  as  world  No  1 
. for  the  year  — the  only  man  to 
clear  234  metres,  not  once  but 
twice  — had  Forsyth,  his  old 
foe.  not  sneaked  in  aZ36  jump 
in  the  last  few  days. 

When  Smith,  displaying 
confidence  bordering  on  arro- 
gance. was  asked  how  he 
would  spend  the  $50,000.  Dal- 
ton Grant,  his  team-mate, 
sparked  to  life.  "Hey,  hey."  he 
said,  insulted  at  the  sugges- 
tion he  himself  might  not  win. 
Grant,  too.  has  been  jumping 
well,  twice  over  233  metres, 
and  has  the  advantage  of 
knowing  that,  on  the  last 
occasion  of  an  international 
championship  in  the  Palais 
Omnisports,  it  was  he  who 
won.  . - 

Up  against  the  British  pair 
is  Charles  Austin,  of  the 
ynit^  ^^tes.  oxje^pf  several 


Olympic  champions  on  pa- 
rade. But.  in  the  absence  of 
Johnson  and  Johnson  (Mich- 
ael and  Allen,  that  is).  Brit- 
ain’s prospects  of  striking  cold 

have  been  enhanced. 

It  is  not  Colin  Jackson,  the 
60  metre  hurdles  world  record 
holder,  who  is  Britain's  other 
gold  medal  favourite,  but 

Jamie  Baulch,  the  400  metre 
runner  he  coaches.  Unbeaten 
in  siX'indoor  finals  at  the  two- 
lap  distance  this  season,  and 
having  set  a British  record  of 
4539sec.  Baulch  acknowl- 
edged yesterday  that  his  main 
opposition  was  likely  to  come 
from  the  Americans,  even 
though  Darnell  Hall,  the 
world  champion,  did  nor 
make  the  team. 

Instead  Baulch  faces  Derek 
Mills  and  Dion  Minor,  nei- 
ther of  whom  have  broken 
46sec  this  season.  Allen  John- 
son. Jackson’s  successor  as  the 
world’s  pre-eminent  sprint 
hurdler,  failed  to  qualify  from 
the  United  States  trials,  but 
Reggie  Torian,  another  Amer- 
ican. has  popped  up  with  a 
fast  time,  and  Anier  Garcia, 
from  Cuba,  is  the  athlete  in 
form. 

Ashia  Hansen  is  likely  to 
find  Inna  Lasovskaya,  from 
Russia,  dominant  in  the  triple 
jump  but  the  Briton  should 
win  a medal.  Any  other  British 
medals,  a pan  from  in  the 
relays,  would  be  unexpected. 

The  first  day  highlight  is  the 
men’s  60  metres,  in  which 
Bruny  Sunn’S  chances  of  a 
third  successive  title  for  Cana- 
da are  all  the  greater  for  the 
withdrawal  of  Ato  Boldon, 
from  .Trinidad,  on  discovering 
that,  to  run  both  sprints,  he 
would  have  to  rare  five  times 
today.  He  will  concentrate  on 
the  200  metres. 

"I  did  not  know  about  it 
until  I got  here."  Boldon  said. 
"If  I had  I would  have  done  a 
Michael  Johnson  and  de- 
manded it  was  changed.  I feel 
cheated.” 

Jason  Livingston,  in  his  first 
championship  since  returning 
from  a drugs- ban,  said  yester- 
day that  he  was  optimistic  of 
winning  a medal.  , 


George’s  world-record  performances  have  helped  to  raise  the  international  profile  of  her  fledgeling  event 

Flying  circus  girl  hits  new  heights 


She  flies  through  the  air  with 
the  greatest  of  ease. 

The  daring  young  girl  on  the 
flying  trapeze 

The  daring  Australian  is  still 
propelling  herself  through  the 
air.  but  in  her  national  athlet- 
ics vest,  rather  than  the 
uniform  of  the  Flying  Fhiit 
Fly  Circus.  Emma  George, 
once  a child  trapeze  artist,  is 
expected  to  be  the  star  turn 
this  weekend  in  the  newest 
event  at  the  world  indoor 
athletics  championships:  the 
women’s  pole  vault 
After  setting  ten  world 
records.  George  finally  has 
the  chance  to  show  what  she 
can  do  in  an  international 
championship  event  A tra- 
peze performer  at  first  then  a 


sprinter,  it  is  the  combination 
of  these  talents  dial  has 
turned  her  into  an  overnight 
success. 

"If  1 had  not  been  a trapeze 
artist,  1 would  not  be  vaulting 
like  1 am  now,"  George,  22. 
said  yesterday.  "Hie  aerial 
sense  is  so  important  But  not 
only  do  1 have  a gymnastic 
background,  I was  also  a 
sprinter  and  the  two  combine 
very  well." 

Although  there  are  more 
incentives  than  ever  for  ath- 
letes to  trim  world'  records, 
rather  than  savage  them. 
George  is  too  new  to  profes- 
sional sport  to  be  tainted  by 
Sergey  Bubka-styie  cynicism. 
Bubka  raises  the  pole  vault 
world  record  a centimetre  at  a 
time  to  maximise  his  earn- 


ings. and  with  bonuses  cm 
offer  at  the  world  champion- 
ships for  the  first  time;  as  well 
as  at  Grand  Prix  meetings. 
George  might  be  tempted  to 
follow  suit  “No,"  she  insists. 

When  she  set  an  outdoor 
world  record  of  435  metres  in 
Melbourne  two  weeks  ago; 
George  moved  the  mark  up 
five  centimetres.  Nobody 
knows  how  good  women  can 
be  at  pole  vaulting  and 
George  is  in  a hurry  to  soar 
dose  to  the  limits. 

"I  am  not  in  it  to  make 
money."  she  said.  "If  we  put  it 
[the  world  record]  up  a centi- 
metre at  a time,  it  is  going  to 
be  years  before  h becomes  a 
legitimate  event"  The  prize- 
money  and  world  record 
bonus  payments  on  offer  are 


only  half  those  paid  in  long- 
standing events. 

Is  George  complaining? 
"Not  at  all,"  she  said.  “Even 
with  half  prize-money,  that  is 
a bonus."  Riches,  indeed, 
beyond  her  imagination 
when  she  was  last  in  Paris,  a 
year  before  die  discovered 
pole  vaulting.  That  was  in 
1993.  Nursing  her  backpack- 
er's budget  she  lived  on 
French  sticks,  cheese  and 
nutty  chocolate. 

They  were  frugal  days,  but 
cheerful  days,  in  one  way  at 
least  "I  am  not  allowed  to  eat 
chocolate  anymore,"  George 
said.  "Tlie  heavier  you  are.  the 
more  weight  you  have  to  carry 
over  the  bar." 

David  Powell 


In  each  event  the  worid 
record  is  given  first  toflowBd 
by  the  European  record  and 
the  British  record 


60  metres 

6 41 A Cason  (USH992 
6 47  L Ore  lie  (GB)  1995 
6 47  L Christie  1995 
1037  RANKINGS:  6.4ft  M Green 
(Jam):  6.49  R Evans  (USl;  661  H 


mmm 


[AILS  OF  INDOOR  RECORDS  AND 


ile  in# 


200  metres 

19.92  F Fredartfcs (NamJ  1996 
2025  L Christo  {GB)  1966 
2025  L anew  1995 
1907  RANKINGS:  20  35  A Bu- 
tton (Trip):  20  47  G MoanJNort; 
2061  R Gnltm  (US)  GB  BEST; 
20-61  D Turner. 

400  metres 

‘ 4463  M Jcfmson  (US)  1995 


4505  TSchoartetxj  (EG)  1968 
45.30  J Baulch  1907 
1 997 -RANKINGS:  A538 
(GB):  4563  M Hyttw  (GB);  4567 
D MBs  (US):  4666  R Mrehchaita 
(Rusa):  46.12  D Minor  (US). 

800  metres 

144.84  PE/eng  fKeo)  1985 
1 .4468  N Molcnebon  (Oar)  1995 
144  BIS  Coe  1983 
1997  RANKINGS:  1.4568  E: 
TupurtUa  (Lai):  1.46.28  V Rodal 
(Not);  14640  N Mocdwbon 
(Ger);  1.4666  R ChfccWr  (Kanj; 
14661  M EpBniUs  (Gert-  GB 
BEST:  1.4835  A Hart.  ■ • 

1,000  metres 

2.1526  N Morn*  {AM  1992 

2.10.40  R Druppers  (Hoi)  1988 
2.17  86  M Yales  1982 
1987  RANMNG&  None  avel- 
a bie. 

L500  metres 

331 18  H B Guentxj]  (Mot)  1997 

3 34  20  P Efcott  (GB)  I960  . 


33460  P Eliott  1990 
1987  RANKINGS:  3.31.18  H B 
GuerrouJ  (Mart;  33625  W Tanu 
(Ken):  33634  R Slenzel  (Gert: 

337.40  M O-SiAven  (be);  33750 
A Hakimi  (Tun).  GB  BEST: 
341.75 1 Camptoefl 

3000  metres 

730.72  H Getrefassie  (Hi)  1996 
73661  F Cache  (Sp)  1996 
7 4331  J Maytx*  1997 
1997  RANKINGS:  73127  H 
GefarefassJs  (&h);  73878  M 
Kbtanui  (Kan):  7.3793  S Sghb 
/Son:  73932  D Baunam  (Ger). 
GB  BEST:  7.4331  J Mayor*. 

60  metres  hurdles 

7.30  C Jackson  (GB)  1994 
730C  Jactawn  1994 
730  C Jackson  1994 
1997  RAM0NG&  7.46  C Jack 
con{G8);  7.47RT0ffen  (USl.  7 48 
A Geres  (Cuba);  752  D Rosa 
(US):  7.55  F Baber  (Ger). 

4 x400  metres  relay 

36365  Germany  199) 


3 03  05  Germany  1991 
3.0704  England  1987 

High  jump 

2 43m  J Sotomeyer  iCUw!  1969 
2.42m  C Thrantanft  (WG)  1968 
2.38m  SStrah  1994 
1997  RANKINGS  2.34m  S Smoh 
(GB),  2 33m  S Moan  (Nor):  2.33m 
0 Grant  (GB):  2 33m  T Forsytn 
(Aus):  2 32m  C Austin  (USl 

Pole  vault 

6 15m  S Bubka  (Uto)  1993 
6.15m  S Btftfw  1933 
5.61m  N Buckfetd  1996 
1997  RANKINGS.  5 90m  M 
Tarasov  (Russ).  5 90m  O Bits 
(SA).  565m  I Pmapomcti  (Kaci 
5 85m  L Johnson  (US). 

Long  jump 

a 7Bn  C Lewis  IUSI  1984 
8.49m  R Emmiyar  (Russ)  198? 
805m  B WiUams  1989 
BOSmS  Faulkner  1990 
1997  RANKINGS  850m  I 


PWroso  (Cuba)  8 35m  i 
Sosunov  (Rum)  B 19m  M 
Sireefcam  fSwve)  6 13m  E 
Walde*  0JS)  816m  r lietya*. 
(Russ) 

Triple  jump 

1 7 83m  E Unulia  (Cut*  ■ 1997 
17  77m  L Vdonnm  (Push  1994 
17  Jim  A Conroy  jue? 

1997  RANKINGS  17  83m  E 
UmjJie  rCut^i  17  »m  » 
Guesadd  (Cubai  1 7 24m  S Haten 
iFf|.  17  21m  A AsaNdchcnto 
(Russ i 1?  llmGMajt>i*<  iRuiSi 

Shot 

22  66m  R &3mes  lUSl  1969 
22  «m  U 7rrn.0tn.jrn  (EGi  19® 
2099mGC.ftF*t  '976 
1997  RANKINGS  21  00m  P Oil 
Sogl>o  ihi  20  82m  < BUcwj  pjkn 
20  78m  O Sut-rr  Budet  (Ger). 
20  66m  M Halvaii  (Fml  20  ASm  A 
Bagacti  (Rij'.sj  GB  BEST 
2017m  MFioclor 

Heptathlon 

D G Bnen  (USj  199* 


MIBpIsC  Plaaal  (Til  >992 
S978p)s  A Kluge.  1995 
1997  RANKINGS  62I1pfs  T 
Dvcrat-  |Czj.  ei9tprs  L LoUxtai 
IRusai.  61  K Damsse*.  (Czl. 
6>46pHi  D 5jat>?  (Hunl.  6058pts 
SSrhoncH  I Gal 

Women 

60  metres 

6921PnvaloveiRuii)  1993. 1995 

6 92  J Private*-  1993.  1995 

7 13  B loner.  198b 

1997  RANKINGS  7 00  G Dews 
(US).  7 02 1 PnvaJova  (Russ).  7 1 1 
F Bangui-  iFrj  7 12  G Toneme 
■ US)  GB  BEST.  7 31  M 
Ri'ZfiaidiOr 

200  metres 

21  67MOPCV  (Jam)  1993 

22  U>  I Pnvatara  (Russ)  1995 
2296  O Fraser  l«?7 

1997  RANKINGS  2952  I 
PnvaM/a  (Rijns)  72  80  J C ufrixfl 
(Jaroi  22  ei  M FidJer  (Jam)  GB 
BEST-  2296  D Erase.  (GBi 


400  metres 

4959  J KialochvilovB  ICZ)  1982 
4959  J Kraiocbvtova  1982 

51.69  P Small  1997 
1997  RANKINGS.  5121  COoara 
P*9eria);  51.31  J MfewOark 
(US);  51  50  G &«*.  (Gen.  51  69 
P Smith  (GB);  5201  O Kodyarova 
(BUS5) 

800  metres 

1 5e«0  C Wachlel  (EG)  1968 

1 56.40  C Wachtel  1968 
201  12  J Finch  1977 

1997  RANKINGS:  15802  M 
Mufoia  (Moz):  1.59.21  L Vriesde 
(Sun.  2 00  08  N Dukhrova  (But); 

2 CO  49  L Furmanova  (Ca. 
2.0068  H Metesne.  (Gad  GB 
BEST: 2CG36H  Parry 

1500  metres 

4 0027  D Mefrne  iRoml  1990 
4 0027  D Mefinre  (960 
4 W.  B7  Z BtxM  1966 
1997  RANKINGS  4.0308  M 
sianey  (US):  4 06.14  G Szabo 
(Rom).  4 08  32  P Djate  (Fr). 


4 0837  Y PodMopaysvB  (Russ): 

4.06.69  C Sacamenw  (Port  GB 
BEST:  4.14.41  SGWfrths 

3000  metres 

833.82  E Van  Huis)  (Httf)  1989 
8 3362  E van  Hulst  1069 
8.3460  U McCoigan  1989 
1997  RANKINGS-  85311  M 
Basics  (Por);  8 5365  OYegorwa 
(Rugs):  B 5631  E Rea  (H). 

60  metres  hurdles 

7.69  L Narozhfcnko  ffhiss)  1090 
7 89  L Narcchflenko  19SO 

aoi  J Agyepong  1995 
1907  RANKINGS-  7 77  M Free- 
men (Jam).  78?  B Bukcwec 
gtovatel;  7.91  C Dickey  (US). 
GB  BEST:  322  C Court. 

4 x 400m  relay 

32132  Germany  1991 
327  22  Q&rnarrj  I99f 
335.11  GB  1991 

High  jump 

2.07m  H Henkel  (Ger)  1992 


2.07m  H Henkel  1992 
1 95m  D Matt  1997 
1997  RANKINGS:  1 96m  S 
KostadJnwa  (BU):  1 97m  Y 
Lyakhova  (Russ):  1 97m  I 
Babakova  fUfcrt  GB  BEST: 
195m  D Mara 

Pole  vault 

4 40m  E George  (Aus)  I99S 
432m  E Szemeredi  (Hun)  1997 
3.90n  J Whnkx*  1997 
1997  RANKINGS-  4 40m  E 
George  lAus),  4.32m  E 
Sarrorech  (Him}.  431m  □ 
Baitova  (Cz);  430m  S Dragta 
(USl:  43Cm  V Ftosadrtflr  (isr)  GB 
BEST:  3.90m  J WhWock- 

Long  jump 

737m  rfoTECfctei  (EG)  1988 
7 37m  H Drechsler  1988 
670mS  Heamshaw  1984 
1997  RANKINGS  697m  C 
Ajurma  (N^rla).  695m  H 
DrechsJer  (Gei):  661m  N Xorthou 
(Gi):  684m  F May  mi;  6 78m  L 
Ferns  (Frt  GB  ffiST:  657m  J 


SPORT  45 

Country 
practice 
may  get 
London 
setting 

By  David  Powell 

TT  MAY  be  not  much  more 
than  a germ  of  an  idea  at  the 
moment,  but  the  notion  of  the 
world  cross-country  champi- 
onships taking  place  in  central 
London,  far  away  from  the 
sport's  rustic  roots,  has  won 
support  from  leading  officials 
in  the  International  Amateur 
Athletic  Federation  (IAAF) 
and  British  Athletic  Federa- 
tion (BAF);  in  the  case  of  The 
IAAF,  the  leading  official. 

“If  we  can  put  something  [a 
bid]  together  like  Hyde  Park, 
the  international  federation 
would  jump  at  it."  Ken 
Rickhuss.  the  BAF  chairman, 
said.  He  was  responding  to 
the  decision  to  take  the  world 
championships  to  a city  centre 
for  the  first  time  — to  Turin 
this  month  — because  Primo 
Nebiolo,  the  IAAF  president, 
hopes  that,  by  doing  so.  it  will 
raise  the  discipline’s  tradition- 
ally low  profile. 

Put  to  the  IAAF.  the  re- 
sponse was  that  Nebiolo  had 
thought  of  it  already.  The 
earliest  that  the  champion- 
ships could  be  staged  in 
London  would  be  200]'  unless 
political  unrest  were  to  force 
Belfast  to  withdraw  as  the  host 
in  1999.  The  BAF  would  then 
need  an  alternative. 

Turin  may  prove  papular 
with  spectators  do  March  23, 
but  one  man  who  believes  that 
cross  country  on  concrete  is 
"just  ludicrous"  is  David 
Clarke,  the  Great  Britain  team 
manager  — one  reason  being 
that  it  will  cost  the  earth.  Or. 
rather,  the  earth  will  cost. 

In  the  P&rco  del  Valentina 
rhe  championships  will  take 
another  long,  sweeping  turn 
away  from  tradition  as  lorry 
loads  of  earth  are  moved  at 
huge  expense  to  cover  the 
extensive  concrete  areas  in  an 
attempt  to  turn  the  site  into 
something  resembling  a cross- 
country course. 

“It  could  be  a fast,  continen- 
tal. world  championships 
course  — if  the  grass  grows 
properly  and  it  is  not  too  wet" 
Clarke  said,  his  cynicism 
obvious. 

Otto  KlapperL  the  chair- 
man of  the  lAAF’s  cross- 
country committee,  has  voiced 
fears  that  if  it  rains,  “we  could 
have  problems".  t 


Triple  jump 

1563m  Y Chon  (Russ)  1995 
1563m  YCtian  1995 
1458m  A Hansen  1996 
1997  RANKINGS  1461m  R 
Maleescu  (Rom):  14  74m  I 
Lasovskaya  (Rusa):  1457m  A 
Hansen  (GBl- 

Shot 

2250m  H Ftofparova  (Cd  1977 
2250m  H Flttngerora  1977 
1966m  V Head  1984 
1997  RANKINGS-  2083m  V 
Pavlysh  (Ufa):  1965m  A 
Kumbemuas  (Gef);  1932m  S 
Kjmlywa  (Russ).  GB  BEST: 
ia  12m  J Oakes. 

Pentathlon 

4991 pis  I Byetova  (Russ)  1992 
4991  pte  I Byetova  1992 
4362pteK  Hagger  1984 
1997  RANKINGS:  4618pl9  T 
1 Gctdcyeva  (Acs);  4597p«  Y Vo» 
(Russ):  4554pts  T Hautato  fFln), 
4S04pts  M Stagauf  (Ger). 
4385pt3  K Pengrtali  (11). 


RUGBY  UNION:  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  AWAIT  LATE  FITNESS  TESTS 


Casualties  lend  air  of  uncertainty  ^ 


New  riches  must  be  used  wisely 


*■# 

i * 


By  David  Hands 

RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 

BOTH  Wales  and  England, 
who  meet  in  Cardiff  on  March 
’IS  for  the  final  round  of  the  five 
nations’  championship,  hov- 
ered in  a ft®  of  uncertainty 

■ yesterday.  England’s  squad  of 

- ■27  does  not  suggest  there  will 
be  radical  change  when  the 
final  XV  is  nam«3  next  Tues- 

.'day,  while  Wales,-  with  a 

■ squad  of  26,  may  delay  until  as 
■ late  as  Thursday  to  give  their 

■long  list  of  casualties  the 

* chance  to  recover. 

- Nor  can  England  make  any 
certain  dispositions  for  die 
defence  of  their  world  sevens 

| title  in  Hong  Kong  on  March 
F 22-23.  Their  squad  of  12  must 

be  reduced  to  ten  an  the  day  of 

. departure,  Martih  16,  and  that. 
:iri  turn  win  impinge  upon  the 

■ dub  schedule  that  week,  cer- 
tainly so  for  as  Wasps  and 

: Leicester — first  and  second  in 
-the  first  - division  — «*re 

.^^^^Grayson,  the  North- 
arapton  stand-off  half,  is 
■forced  to  withdraw  from  the 
international  in  Cardiff  men 
• England  have  a genuine  prob- 
lem not  enthrdy  of  their  mak- 
-mg.Theohlr«her  smnd-off m 

tiie  squad  is  Mike  Catt  toid  he 

is  also  the  only  goaikidser, 
'having  proved  his  caj^bih  V 

• in  ttrat  department  ui  pre- 
Christmas  mranationals-  ^; 
ihe  squad  contains  no 

-up  for  him,  m «“er 

Cart  to  piay^ 
'Wales,  then  eithCT  A^ex  Kmg 
-cr  Mark  Mapletoft 

■fevie  be  drafted  m to  sitra 

•the  bendi;  of  those  two 


Mapletoft  has  ergoyed  proba- 
bly the  more  consistent  season 
and  has  the  advantage  of 
being  Gloucester’s  regular 
kicker,  which  King  is  not  with 
Wasps.  Otherwise,  the  Eng- 
land selectors  are  looking  in 
vain  round  the  first  division 
for  a stand-off  qualified  to  play 
for  them.  ..  , , 

Joel  Stransky’5  display  for 
Leicester  against  Sale  on  Tues- 
day only  emphasised  the  stan- 
dard to  which  young  English 
stand-off  halves  should  aspire- 
The  South  African  dominated 
the  game  tactically,  to  such  an 
extent  that  Bob  Dwyer,  coach- 
ing director  at  Leicester, 
described  him  as  one  of  only 
two  players  (the  other  being 
Andrew  Mehrtens,  the  New 
Zealander)  in  international 
rugby  equipped  with  the  com- 
plete game  ar  No  10. 

“Joel  can  run  with  theball, 
he  can  kick  out  of  hand,  off  the 
ground,  he's  great  at  restarts 
told  he’s  a great  leader  of  the 


Five  Nations* 


Championship 

backs."  Dwyer  said.  “1  would 
nor  be  at  all  surprised  if  South 
Africa  said  they  were  interest- 
ed in  him  again." 

Leicester  are  desperate  to 
avoid  postponement  of  more 
league  games  bur  they  arc 
acutely  affected  by  the  world 
sevens:  not  only  do  they  have 
three  players  in  England’s 
squad  but  the  Irish  squad,  tu 
be  named  today,  may  also 
include  Eric  Miller  and  Niall 
Malone. 


M DETAILS 


Rowntrae 

Maltefl  (BWp.  jotason 

fftewcestte).  L B 

m tSaracws) 

Clarke  (Richmond!. TBbJJI"0™ 
ampton).  A Dlprose  (Saracens) 

WB4H  SwSSn 


Qflote  (Swansea).  N Davies  (UaneUi),  J 
Davies  (CaicWO,  R Howfey  (Cardiff),  P 
John  (Pontypridd).  Forwards:  C 
Loader  (Swansea).  D Y«mg  (Cardiff), 
L Mustoe  (Cardiff).  J Davies  (Neath).  S 
John  (Llanelli).  J Humphreys  (Cardiff). 
O Jenkins  (Swansea),  G Ueweflyn 
(Harlequins).  C Ouinrvell  (Richmond). 
MVoyfe  (Lianelll).  P Arnold  (Swansea). 
S WUUatns  (NeaBi).  H Taylor  (Caditl), 
C Charvis  (Swansea).  S Qumnell 
iRIchmond).  D Mdntosh  (Pontypridd) 

Poland  sevens  squad:  a 

Adebayo  [Bath),  J Sterghtholme 
(Baih).  S Roiser  (Wasps).  W Green- 
wood (Leicester),  N Bod  (Northamp- 
ton), M Cat!  (Baih),  A Healey 
(Leicester).  D ScuSy  (WahefieUI.  N 
Back  (Leteesler),  L ESaUagflo  (Wasps). 
C Sheastoy  (Wasps.),  T Rodtjer  (Ncru> 
ampton).  Rbboivbs:  N Gresnslock 
(Wasps).  R HS  (Saracens).  R Jenkins 
(Harlequins). 


Leicesier  had  hoped  to  play 
Londtin  Irish  un  March  In.  the 
day  England  fly  nul  in  Hong 
Kong  but  the  Irish  sevens 
squad  leaves  on  March  IS. 
probably  taking  with  ii  three 
London  Irishmen,  as  well  as 
the  likes  of  Miller  and  Ma- 
lone. Therefore,  that  game 
remains  subject  to  confirma- 
tion. as  does  Leicester's  league 
game  wiih  ( iWwrster  at 
Kingsholm  on  March  22. 
while  the  scheduled  meeting 
with  Wasps  on  March  2Q  has 
already  been  transferred  to 

April  2 because  uf  Leicester’s 
involvement  in  the  Pilkington 
Cup  semi-finals;  seldom  has 
success  been  penalised  so 
heavily. 

Meanwhile.  Wales  have 
added  Spencer  John,  ihe  Lla- 
nelli prop,  ami  two  locks. 
Mike  Vuyle.  of  Llanelli,  and 
Paul  Arnold,  of  Swansea,  to 
shore  up  fheir  front  five  unit. 
There  are  queries  over  Chris- 
tian Loader.  David  Young. 
Lyndon  Mustoe  and  Craig 
Quinnell.  and  Kevin  Bowring, 
the  Wales  coach,  hinfed 
yesterday  lhai  a back-row 
forward  could  lie  asketf  in  play 
lock  now  that  Pontypridd's 
Mark  Rowley  is  out  of  the 
picture. 

□ Blackheath  have  confinntxl 
that  an  offer  has  hcen  made  In 
bring  Zinzan  Hronkc.  rhe  New 
Zealand  NoS.  to  play  in 
England  next  season.  "A  defi- 
nite offer  is  on  rhe  table."  Phil 
Ubee.  Blaekhea tit's  assistant 
couch,  said.  “Zinzan  is  consid- 
ering it  and  has  promised  to 
tell  us  his  decision  in  the 
summer.”  Brooke  i.s  still  under 
contract  with  the  New  Zea- 
land Rugby  Football  Union. 


Now  we  know  the  full 
extent  of  rhe  contracts 
that  ihe  rugby  union 
authorities  in  Europe  have 
negotiated  with  the  television 
companies.  England,  in  fact, 
let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag  last 
summer;  the  Rugby  Football 
Union  can  expect,  in  total, 
something  in  the  region  of  a 
£250  million  over  a four-year 
period  This  is  riches  beyond 
its  wildest  dreams. 

Even  before  the  game 
turned  professional,  the  likeli- 
hood was  that  these  deals 
would  have  been  struck.  Rug- 
by union,  as  a result  largely  of 
the  success  of  the  World  Cup. 
was  a burgeoning  spurt  with  a 
rapidly  growing  spectator  in- 
terest. The  insatiable  needs  of 
television  and  rhe  intense  com- 
petition from  the  many  chan- 
nels of  the  future  would  insist 
that  (he  fees  would  no  longer 
remain  un  modest  levels. 

After  all.  the  southern-hemi- 
sphere countries  had  conclud- 
ed their  null ri -mil lion  dollar 
television  agreement  during 
ihe  Iasi  World  Cup.  when 
roghy.  constitutionally  at 
least,  still  cherished  its  ama- 
teur Tradition. 

ijuire  what  the  unions 
would  have  done  with  such  a 
treasure  chest  in  those  days  is 
anyone's  guess.  But  now  that 
the  game  has  changed  we 
know  that  the  largest  portion 
of  the  television  money  will 
form  ihe  salaries  of  players, 
coaches  and  other  executives. 
The  overheads  are  already 
considerable:  rhe  television 
revenue  will  he  a lifeline  to 
many  a dub.  The  likelihood  is, 
(hough,  that  some  dubs  will 
o un*  lu  depend  on  it  too  much. 

There  are  many  dangers.  A 
sense  of  complacency  might 
easily  arise.  Clubs  with  such 


GERALD  DAVIES 


Rugby 

Commentary 


ready-made  wealth  may  be 
persuaded  that  they  need  not 
expend  too  much  effort  in 
raising  revenue. 

The  inflated  fees  that  have 
been  paid  in  England,  because 
of  generous  patrons,  are  dis- 
torting the  market  and  caus- 
ing an  imbalance:  not  just  in 
Ireland.  Scotland  and  Wales 
— where  the  rugby  drain  has 
already  been  substantial  — 
but  in  France  and  South 
Africa.  To  say  that  all  is  fair  in 
a free  market  is  dangerous. 
Even  in  the  greatest  free, 
market  in  the  Western  world, 
the  United  States,  the  sport  of 
American  football  is  regulated 
and  dosely  scrutinised. 

It  will  not  be  in  the  best 
interests  of  rugby  union  if  the 
playing  talent  is  concentrated 
in  too  few  dubs  and  drawn 
away  from  other  countries. 
The  strength  of  rugby's  future 
lies  in  a wide  spread  of 
competition.  It  may  be  that  it  is 
in  the  immediate  interest  of 
English  clubs  to  strengthen 


their  squads,  but  not  if  this 
means  in  the  longterm  that 
domestic  rugby  is  diminished 
elsewhere.  The  high  fees  could 
also  be  distorting  England's 
own  domestic  values. 

it  is  the  quality  and  depth  of 
domestic  rugby  in  all  coun- 
tries that  wfil  determine  the 
good  health  of  the  game  as  a 
whole.  It  is  through  this  that 
international  rugby  flour- 
ishes. for  it  is  international 
rugby  that  has  raised  the 
profile  of  the  game  to  inspire 
Television  to  be  so  interested. 

Clubs  are  likely,  therefore, 
to  be  persuaded,  in  trying  to 
keep  up  with  others,  to  spend 
their  new-found  money  on  the 
playing  staff  at  the  expense, 
most  probably,  of  other  forms 
of  investment  Club  facilities, 
for  instance,  are  in  desperate 
need  of  improvement 

It  is  on  the  back  of  the 
success  of  international 
rugby  thar  the  unions  and 
clubs  have  benefited.  The  rug- 
by authorities  admit  that  a 
distorted  perspective  has  occ- 
urred here.  too.  International 
matches  represent  great  sport- 
ing occasions,  with  an  atmo- 
sphere to  match,  in  a way  that 
dub  games,  with  rare  excep- 
tions, are  noL 

While  there  has  been 
change,  there  remains  a vast 
gulf  separating  dub  rugby 
from  the  great  theatre  of  the 
international  arena.  No  such 
gap  exists  in  football,  a sport 
which  had  time  to  develop 
facilities  when  players’  sala- 
ries were  to  a low  rate.  Rugby 
union  has  had  to  make  swift 
adjustments,  rather  than 
evolve  into  professionalism. 
Facilities  for  players,  specta- 
tors and.  given  that  the  dubs 
have  happily  embraced  the 


money  available,  the  media, 
are  well  below  the  standard 
required  of  a professional 
sport 

Three  factors  may  force 
clubs  to  review  their  positions. 
The  European  context  of  the 
Heineken  Cup,  and  its  poten- 
tial for  growth,  is  a competi- 
tion which  may  insist  on 
improved  all-round  facilities. 
Professional  players  will  want 
a playing  surface  appropriate 
to  their  expected  level  of  per- 
formance. 

Second,  television  will  want 
an  atmospheric  setting  that 
will  satisfy,  ultimately,  a pay- 
per-view  audience.  It  will  want 
a grand  arena  and  a playing 
surface  that  is  a greensward. 

Third,  families  will  need 
comfortable  places  to  visit 
before  and  after  a game  and 
not  simply  a place  where  they 
serve  beer.  Other  attractions 
and  amenities  will  have  to  be 
on  offer,  other  than  those  that 
traditionally  have  encouraged 
a predominantly  adult  male 
culture.  All  this  will  require  a 
substantial  investment 


Northampton 

Rugby 

Football  Club 

One  of  the  leading  clubs  in 
the  UK  with  10  current 
Internationals  and  great 
plans  over  the  next  3 years 
seeks  a new  team  sponsor. 

We  have  lots  to  offer. 
To  find  out  more  phone 
John  Shurvifiton  on  01604 
751543. 
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Haunted  by  Ravanelli’s  invisible  touch 


MMEMAVHEW 


LYNNE  TRUSS 


Kicking  and 
Screaming 


There  was  a big  queue  for 
passport  photos  in  the  Boots 
in  Middlesbrough  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon,  and  it 
seemed  quite  natural  that  azure 
foreign  skies  should  beckon.  This 
was  the  greyest  of  grey  days  in  a 
town  centre  where  tumbleweed 
blows  unheeded  through  the  shop- 
ping precinct,  and  Mrs  Emerson 
quite  rightly  refuses  to  leave  the 
sauna  except  for  the  solarium.  Kids 
shoot  cats  for  pleasure  in  Teesside, 
according  to  the  headline  in  the 
Evening  Gazette.  During  rush  hour, 
Middlesbrough  railway  station  is 
deserted,  like  something  weird  out  of 
The  Avengers.  To  cap  it  all,  of  course, 
the  football  team  is  hanging  by  its 
fingertips  to  the  Premiership,  despite 
massive  local  support  and  more  cup 
chances  than  it  quite  knows  what  to 
do  with. 

Why  go  to  see  Middlesbrough  at 
hone  to  Derby  County?  Well,  natu- 
rally i asked  that  question  a few 
times  myself,  especially  as  I walked 
pluckfly  alone  through  dank  under- 
passes between  the  town  centre  and 
the  Riverside  Stadium,  having  failed 
to  secure  a tour  of  the  spectacular 
new  ground  in  the  afternoon.  Pedes- 
trians are  warned  by  helpful  posters 
not  to  linger  on  the  railway  line 
when  taking  this  hazardous  route — 
"Let  Juninho  make  die  dangerous 
crosses!  Use  the  railway  crossing 
points  safely!”  — but  I only  saw  the 
pasters  after  I'd  stopped  on  the 
railway  trade  with  my  fingers  in  my 
mouth  and  thought  resignedly:  “And 
now,  on  top  of  everything.  I’m  going 
to  be  killed.’' 

Middlesbrough  is  a passionate 
place  about  football,  and  of  course 
Wednesday  evening  was  — in  a 
lesser  way,  perhaps,  than  Man- 
chester United’s  encounter  with  the 
Itortuguese  — historic.  From  Doom 
to  Boom  is  the  title  of  a book 
covering  the  dub’s  past  ten  years, 
and  die  phrase  sums  up  die  dramat- 
ic curve  of  the  matdi  on  Wednesday 


Ravanelli,  unaffected  by  his  mystic  miss,  celebrates  one  of  his  three  goals  with  typical  shiftiness 


quite  neatly.  Beating  Derby  6-1  in  die 
league  (just  days  before  the  FA  Cup 
matdi)  was  what  you  might  call  an 
unlooked-for  result  The  man  who 
settled  next  to  me  in  die  South  Stand 
before  kick-off  cast  his  mind  back  to 
another  Middlesbrough  v Derby 
match,  in  1958,  when  the  final  score 
was  a madly  exciting  7-1.  How  we 
laughed  at  the  thought  of  it!  “Won’t 
see  that  tonight!"  we  agreed.  “Late 
summer,  it  was,"  he  said  wistfully, 
fingering  the  doth  cap  curled  in  his 
lap.  “I  remember  Derby  went  me 
up.” 

This  was  a loose  game  from  die 
start  and  compared  with  die 
squeaky  tightness  of  the  Newcastle  v 
Monaco  game  the  previous  night  — 
in  which  it  seemed  that  players  had 
to  leave  the  pitch  if  they  wanted  to 


turn  round  — one's  first  impression 
of  all  the  light  and  air  between  the 
free-running  players  brought  to 
mind  ponies  gambolling  in  the  New 
Forest,  or  22  puppies  up  for  a lark. 
Not  much  naan-marking:  lots  of 
passing  to  the  Invisible  Man.  Only 
one  goal  occurred  in  the  first  half 
(Kinder  striking  from  30  yards)  but  it 
fdt  like  a lot  more.  Perhaps  it  was 
the  constructive  yelling  of  the  loyal 
home  crowd,  but  it  felt  as  if  anything 
could  happen. 

What  largely  happened  in  the 
second  half  was  that  Derby  kept 
neglecting  to  run  back  to  their  own 
grad,  perhaps  out  of  misplaced 
petulance.  “No,  look,  we're  going 
this  way,"  they  objected,  hand-on- 
hip,  as  Juninho  or  Craig  Hignett 
turned  on  sixpences  and  sped  off 


with  the  ball,  like  dogs  in  a park 
spoiling  a nice  game  of  catch.  It  must 
have  been  very  annoying  for  Derby 
to  see  this  happen,  especially  four 
times  on  the  trot  Play  was  rarely 
stopped  for  free  kicks,  either.  The 
referee.  Mike  Reed  (you  know  who), 
did  a lot  of  that  annoying  referee- 
thing  of  running  with  both  arms  out 
in  front  — “Play  on!  Don’t  stop!”  — 
suggestive  of  a man  winning  a sports 
day  race  balancing  cups  and  saucers 
on  his  wrists. 

I have  to  say  that  1 had  a mystical 
experience  at  this  matdi,  disbelieve 
it  if  you  will.  When  Ravanelli  made 
his  first  attempt  at  goal  in  die  21st 
minute,  which  he  missed.  / saw  the 
ball  go  in.  I know  I can't  have  done, 
but  I did.  It  was  right  in  front  of  me, 
too.  Kinder  and  Bede  somehow  put 


the  ball  in  Ravanelli  S path,  just  six 
yards  from  the  vacant  goal,  he  struck 
it  with  his  right  foot  and.  well.  / know 
w hoi  I saw.  Other  people  near  me 
likewise  saw  the  phantom  goal,  and 
we  danced  and  pranced.  This  was 
my  first  experience  erf  mass  halluci- 
nation at  a football  match.  It’s  a good 
job  I’m  not  trusted  with  matdi 
reporting. 

By  the  end  of  the  evening,  how- 
ever. the  crowd  had  seen  three  real, 
flesh-andrblood  goals  from  their 
famous  Italian  and  were  rightly 
ringing  “Super  Ravanelli”  stuff, 
ervidentiyfor  toe  first  time  in  months. 
Stung,  perhaps,  by  widespread  criti- 
cism of  his  notable  under-achieve- 
ment for  the  dub  (playing  rubbish 
for  £40,000  a week),  the  White 
Feather  dedded  to  turn  hero  an 
Wednesday,  and  earn  his  crust 
Juninho,  meanwhile,  was  his  usual 
adorably  eager  self.  Emerson  ele- 
gantly twinkle-toed  his  way  through 
some  tight  spots,  but  passed  badly 
and  was  taken  off,  quite  seriously 

‘Other  people  near 
me  likewise  saw 
the  phantom  goal, 
and  we  danced 
and  pranced9 

injured.  It’s  odd  to  think  that  these 
exotic  Teessiders  probably  won’t  be 
on  show  next  season.  I can't  believe 
they'd  get  crowd  support  like  Mid- 
dlesbrough’S anywhere  else. 

Sorry  not  to  say  much  about 
Derby,  but  irs  the  curse  of  the 
. novice:  I can  only  concentrate  on  one 
team  at  a time.  At  least  I am 
generally  loyal  to  the  home  side  (only 
waiving  this  rule  when  the  visitors 
are  Chelsea).  Such  identification  can 
be  a bit  scary,  however.  On  Wednes- 
day night.  I found  myself  cheering 
with  everyone  else  at  Southampton’s 
half-time  score  of  0-2,  as  if  I really 
wanted  fr.  Yes,  yes.  let  Southampton 
go  down!  Three  points  to  Middles- 
brough, and  no  points  to  Southamp- 
ton: dial’s  whai  we  want  up  here  in 
the  North  East,  isn't  that  right,  pet? 

I was  secretly  relieved,  however,  to 
learn  afterwards  that  Southampton 
drew  their  match.  How  could  I really 
wish  harm  on  Matt  Le  Ussier  and 
his  stripy-socked  brigade?  I had  a 
lovely  time  at  The  Dell  last  autumn. 
Good  grief,  they  beat  Middles- 
brough. didn't  they?  What  a brutal 
business  this  relegation  struggle  is. 
And  by  all  accounts,  there  is  fat 
chance  the  FA  will  relent  at  this 
stage,  and  say:  “All  right,  only 
joking,  you  can  all  stay  up.”  And 
then,  as  an  afterthought,  “Got  you 
going,  though,  didn’t  we?" 


i history,  the  Protestant  insurgents  of  Ihe  CCvemiEs, 
I the  violence  of  the  Dragonnades  occasioned  by  the 
ftiie  Edict  of  Nantes  in  1685,  and  carried  oa  a fierce 


Answers  from  page  45 

CAMISARDS 

(a)  In  French  histoi 
who  resisted 

revocation  of  die  Edict  of  Nantes  in  1685,  and  carried 
war  of  reprisals  with  Louis  XIVs  forces  until  finally  suppressed 
in  1705.  So  called  from  the  camise  or  Mouse  worn  by  the 
pcasantiy. 

MABINOGION 

(M  A collection  of  II  medieval  Celtic  stories,  of  which  the  Four 
Brandies  of  the  Mabinogi  are  the  outstanding.  Originally  they 
were  probably  essentially  concerned  with  the  life  and  death  of 
PryderL  Mabmogi  is  derived  from  mohyonth,  and  was  applied 
Co  “a  tale  of  youth”,  then  to  any  tale. 

DOR  NICK 

(b)  Stout  figured  linen  for  tabled oths.  So  called  from  Doomidk 
the  Flemish  name  of  Tournai.  where  it  was  originally  made. 
QU1DD1STS 

S)  Or  Quids.  In  the  USA.  sectioaalists  of  the  Democrat! c- 
cpoMican  party  under  John  Randolph  who  sought  to 
maintain  the  ascendancy  of  Virginia  and  its  planter  aristocracy 
against  the  more  democratic  dements.  The  name  was  from 
tertium  quid,  “a  third  something  or  other”,  opposed  to  the 
Federalists  and  administration  Republicans. 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
1 Bxg6i  hxg6  2 Re7+  Rxe7  3 dxe7+  Kxe7  4 Rdffl  KxdS  5 h7  and  the  pawn  goes 
through. 


BOWLS 


Shaw  almost  in  seventh  heaven 


NORMA  SHAW,  from  Tbor- 
naby,  who  for  years  was 
regarded  as  England’s  finest 
woman  bowler.  In  the  way 
that  David  Bryant  was  univer- 
sally acknowledged  as  the 
sport’s  leading  man,  is  on 
course  to  win  the  national 
indoor  singles  title  for  the 
seventh  time  at  York  today, 
after  battling  through  to  tire 
semi-finals. 

A delighted  Shaw  claimed 
yesterday  that  the  competition 
for  the  title  has  got  more 
intense  over  the  years,  and 
that  the  proliferation  of  tight- 
running  bowls  has  made  it 
more  difficult  to  keep  on 
winning. 

“1  am  still  uring  the  same  set 
of  woods  that  took  me  to  my 


By  David  Rhys  Jones 

first  title,  in  1978,"  Shaw  said. 
“They  bend  nicely,  and  that's 
the  essence  of  the  game.  Too 
many  competitors  seem  to 
have  gone  in  for  bowls  with 
less  bias,  and  it's  spoiling  the 
game.” 

In  the  semi-final  today. 
Shaw  will  play  Carol  Ashby, 
of  Eastbourne,  who  put  an  end 
to  tiie  hopes  of  Kath  Strutt, 
who  had  qualified  in  four 
events,  and  has  been  on  the 
green  every  day  this  week. 
Strutt  led  15-9  but  looked  tired 
as  she  dropped  ten  shots 
without  reply  on  the  way  to  a 
21-19  defeat 

A repeat  of  the  1988  final  is 
likely,  as  Edna  BessdL  of 
Yeovil,  whom  Shaw  beat  21-20 
to  win  the  title  nine  years  ago. 


will  take  on  Jayne  Rpylance, 
of  North  Walsham,  in  the 
other  semi-final. 

Bessell  swept  to  an  easy  21-7 
win  over  Jane  Redfem.  of 
Rushden  Town,  but  Roylance, 
the  1993  champion,  had  a 
tense  struggle  with  her  young 
international  colleague.  Kath 
Hawes,  of  CherweU,  before 
getting  home  21-14. 

Rcylance's  brother,  David 
Ward,  who  helped  North 
Walsham  to  victory  in  the 
Denny  Cup  last  weekend 
and  will  skip  for  Eng- 
land in  Northern  Ireland 
next  week,  has  qualified 
in  all  four  events  for  the  men’s 
nationals,  which  will  be 
staged  at  Melton  Mowbray 
next  month. 


HOCKEY 

Cambridge 
should 
have  edge 

By  Alix  Ramsay 

THE  venue  may  not  have  the 
appeal  of  Twickenham  the 
event  may  not  get  the  same 
exposure  as  the  Boat  Race, 
but  the  annual  women’s  hock- 
ey match  between  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  Universities  is  a 
matter  of  pride  and  history 
nonetheless. 

The  teams  will  take  to  the 
field  in  Cambridge  tomorrow 
to  decide  tire  fate  of  the 
Challenge  Cup  and.  having 
prised  it  from  Oxford's  grasp 
last  year  with  a 3-0  victory, 
their  first  win  since  1991, 
Cambridge  are  determined 
not  to  let  it  go. 

Oxford  and  Cambridge  last 
met  a matter  of  weeks  ago  in 
the  BUSA  Cup,  a nail-biting 
affair  that  ended  with  Cam- 
bridge squeezing  through  on 
penalties.  It  has  been  that  sort 
of  season  for  Oxford. 

Cambridge  won  promotion 
to  the  second  division  of  the 
East  Super  League  last  year 
and  have  been  trying  to  find 
their  feet  ever  since.  Their 
cause  is  not  helped  by  the  feet 
that  seven  of  the  14  league 
matches  are  outside  term 
time,  which  makes  geeting  a 
team  together  an  almost  im- 
possible task. 

While  the  men  will  play 
their  match  at  the  National 
Hockey  Stadium,  in  Milton 
Keynes,  the  women  are  forced 
to  play  second  fiddle,  holding 
their  fixture  at  the  University 
Astroturf  in  Wilberforce 
Road. 

CMenOGE  C Might  (St  Cafftema  s. 
Metoaxne  and  St  Cdfame'si.  L Etwood 
(Kings  HS  tor  Girts  and  Jesus),  K Huxter 
(Taunton  and  Grrton),  C Edmonson  (T iron 
HS  and  RtewOfam).  F Pnntaa  (Colchostar 
Co  HS  and  OmrcM).  R Glpin  (Manchester 
HS  fcx  Gats  md  Ctare.  captan),  S Bcys- 
Smlth  (Jonas  Men's  Gfofc  HS  and  Si 
Jorin'd.  SGSder  (CheHsnham  Ladles  nd  Si 
John's).  E Kofcr  (Hossal  and  lOng's).  J 
Oobto  (Honors  end  Emmanuel),  N 
Radpeflh  (NotUngham  Unrv  and  Si  Ed- 
muKTs),  S PonyJones  (The  Castle  and 
Downng).  S Boyd  (Regent  House  GS  and 
Onst's).  M Lewis  (me  Attwy  and  Jesus). 

L Short  (Edgbarraw  aid  St  Catharine's) 
OXFORD:  C Deane  (Croptai  HS  and 
Unhorsty-  caplainl.  E WflBamson  (Bristol 
GS  and  SI  Hugh's).  L ABrirnon  (Lady 
Eleanor  HoSos  and  Jesus).  C McKenna 
(Nonngham  Gets  and  Magdalen).  C BH 
(Kingston  G5  and  S John's).  L Hudamflh 
(King's.  Canterbury  and  Lady  Margaret 
Had;  C Ptekfcmf  (Paricstone  GS  and 
Queen's),  V Pope  (PtyireMti  and  Pem- 
broke). A Rendu  (Church  H*  CS  and  New 
Cougar  N Jacobean  pi  Hilda's  C at  E HS 
and  5 Hugh's).  J Sanders  (Bradford  Orta 
GS  and  New  College).  C Taylor  (Kendrick 
and  Omen's).  A Morgan  (Cheltenham 
Lades  and  corpus  Christ!).  N Watson 
(Cheltenham  Ladles  and  Kebte],  A Brawn 
(St  Helen's  and  St  Amo's),  B HaB- 
Thompaon  (lOTted  and  Trnrty) 


lift) 


The  dianst 
as  painter 


Messages  to  Mysdt  Radio  4 (FM)JO.OOam. 

The  farmer  New  York  £ be^S 

35,000-page  diaiy  wih  more  than  Mmiurai  from 

anu^l^it  nearly  TO  ^re^Staart^gan  authentic 

it  Hus  morning.,  and  Ellis  himsdf  provxies^n^  ^ nrp  almost  as 


Piaths  of  Inspiration.  Radio  2. 7Mpm.  ■ - 

Trevor  McDonald  couldn’t  have  improved  on  Desmond  T“$u.‘js J)? 
Ste  fetSteSTen.  black  person  to  be  - 

series.  Archbishop  Emeritus  of  Cape  • 

hiStySSu  the  man.  and  an  equally  extramimary ■ 

bitterness  when  he  recalls  the  . . 

nor  surprising  that  the  interview  is  interrupted  from  nmetotonete 
hear  his  favourite  music  and  poems.  Vela 


RADIO  1 


7X0am  Mark  Radcfifte  &00  Simon 
Mayo  12X0  Jo  wraey  2JKJp«n  Nfcky 
CampbaB  4X0  Kevin  Greening  6.15 
Newsbeal  7X0  Pete  Tong:  Essential 
Selection,  tenuring  tftg  best  new  dance 
musk:  10X0  One  « the  Angle  12L0Q 
Ftetfo  1 Rap  Show  Presented  by  Tim 
Westwood  3X(tem  Charte  Jordan 


6X0am  Alex  Lester  7XO  Sarah  Kennedy 

9X0  Kan  Biuce  11X0  Jimmy  Young 
IXOpm  Debbie  Thrower  3X0  Ed 
Stewart  5X5  Chris  Sole  7.00  Paths  ot 
Inspiration.  See  Choice  (1/5)  7X0  Friday 
ffighl  is  Music  teghL  Live  trom  the 
kfippdrame  In  Gofders  Green,  London. 
Martn  Loveday  leads  lha  BSC  Concerto 
Orchestra  conducted  by  Roderick  Dunk 
845  Rumpole  lor  (ha  Defence  (5/6)  9X0 
Listen  to  the  Band  10X0  GSfen 
Reynolds  12.05am  Jon  Briggs 


RADIO  5 LIVE 


5X0ara  Morning  Reports  6X0  The 
Breakfast  Prograrnma  9X0  The  Maga- 
zine 12X0  Midday  with  Mair  2X0pm 
Ruseoa  on  Rve  4X0  Nationwide  with 
Juflan  Worricker  7X0  News  Extra  7X5 
Alan  Green's  Sportstdk  8X0  Friday 
Sport.  Robin  Badey  presents  commen- 
tary or  the  Division  One  match  between 
Barnsley  and  Sheffield  United  10X0 
Paper  Ta8c  with  Brian  Alexander  and 
Nick  Higham  11X0  News  Extra  with 
David  McNeri  12X0  Alter  Hours  2.00am 
Up  AS  Night  with  Rshard  Daflyn 


TALK  RADIO 


5X0am  Chris  Ashley  and  Sandy  Warr 
7X0  Paul  Ross  9X0  Scott  Chisholm 
12X0  Lorraine  KeOy  2.00pm  Tommy 
Boyd  4X0  DnveOme,  with  Peter  Deelay 
7X0  Maz  Dee's  Sportszone  10X0  Mke 
Allen  IXOam  Ian  Coffins 


WORLD  SERVICE 


AB  times  Hi  GMT  News  on  the  hout' 
5X0aan  Europe  Today  6X0  Europe  . 
Today  7.15  Ofl  the  SheB  7X0  The 
Missionaries  8.10  Words  of  Faith  8.1?  : 
Music  Review  8X5  SoUKfcyle  9X5 
Business  9.15  Focus  on  Faith  945- 
Sport  1QX0  BBC  English  1045  Oit  Bn  k ■ 
Shelf  11X0  Meridian  Books  12X5pm  ... 
Business  12.15  Britain  Today  12X0.:-. 
Science  in  Action  2X5  Orttaok  2X0 
Muflflrack  3X5  Sport  3.15  Sourefayte 
a an  Music  Review  4.15  World  Today  .. 
4X0  BBC  English  4X5  Britain  Today 
5X0  Business  545  Sports  Roundup 
wan  Focus  on  Fash  7X1  Outlook  7X5 
Words  at  Faith  7X0  Mutntiadc  9X5 
Busavss  9.15  Britain  Today  9X0 
People  and  Politics  10X0  The  New  ■ 
Europe  1045  Sport  11.10  Spottght 
11.15  loader's  Guide  11X5  Book 
Choice  11X0MulKrack12X0am  Seven 
Days  1245  Britain  Today  1X0  Outlook  - 
1X5  Words  ot  Faith  2X0  Science  in 
Action  3.15  Sport  3X0  Meridian  4X0 
Jazz  Now  and  Then  446  Seven  Days 


CLASSIC  FM 


4X0am  Marie  Griffiths  8X0  Alan  Mam 
9X0  Henry  Kefiy  12X0  Susannah 
Simons  2X0pm  Concerto.  Clara  Schu- 
mann (Piano  Concerto  In  A minor  Op  7) 

3X0  Jamie  Crick  7X0  Newsnight  7X0 
Sonata  J.S.  Bar*  (Oboe  Sonata  in  E flat 
major  BWVI031)  8X0  Evmng  Concert.  > /• 
Bizet  (Roma):  Cart  Mans  von  Weber  V ► 
(Clarinet  Concerto  No  2 m E flat  Major 
Op  74):  Leopold  Mozart  (Peasant 
Wedding);  Beethoven  [Symphony  No  1 
m C major  Op  21)  10.00  Mehael  Mappin 
1.00am  Safly  Peterson 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


6X0am  Russ  n'  Jono  10X0  Graham 
Dene  IXOpm  Jeremy  Clark  4J90  Nicky 
Home  7X0  Pari  Coyle  (FM)/ Robin 
Banks  (AM)  10X0  Alan  Freeman  12X0 
Mark  Forrest  2.00am  Howard  Pearce 
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RADIO  3 


6.00am  On  Mr,  with  Penny  Gore. 
Indudes  Faure  (Pefleas  and 
MeEsande);  Elgar  (Piano 
Quintet.  Op  64);  Charpentier 
(Amor  Vince  Ogni  Cosa); 
Beethoven  (Sextet  in  E flat); 
Kraus  (Overtue,  Ofympie); 
Vaughan  WBEams  (Phantasy 
Quintet);  Glazunov  (Piano 
Concerto  No  2 in  B) 

9X0  Morning  Collection,  with 
Peter  Hobday.  Walton 
(Overture.  Portsmouth  Point 
Cello  Concerto);  Wagner 
(Su8e:  Sleeping  Beauty) 

10X0  Musical  Encounters,  with 
Chris  Wines,  indudes  Walton 
(Sonata  tor  Strings):  Scriabin 
(Vers  la  Flamme.  Op  74): 
Mussorgsky  (The  Ntreery): 
Rachmaninov  (CeBo  Sonata  in 
G minor.  Op  19).  Harty  (John 
Field  Suite);  Chopin 
(Nocturne  in  B.  Op  62  No  1); 
Arriaga  (String  Quartet  No  3 
in  E Oat) 

1Z00  Composer  d the  Week: 

Anton  Webern 
1240pm  Back  Preludes  and 
Fucyjea  in  F minor  in  B flat 
minor.  Performed  by  Mieczy- 
slaw  HorszowsW.  piano 
IXOpm  News;  Chamber  Music 
from  Manchester,  intro- 
duced by  Roctoey  Statford. 

Suk  (Efegie.  Op  23);  Dvottk 
(Piano  Tno  in  E minor.  Op  90) 
2X0  Metamorphoses.  Britten  (Six 
Metamorphoses  after  Ovid). 
John  Anderson,  oboe 
2.15  Music  Restored.  Introduced 
by  Anthony  Rootey.  Musica 
Seer eta  performs  music  from 
17th-century  Italy  by  Lucrezia 
VIzzana,  Margarita  Cozzalani 
and  Barbara  Strozzi  (r) 

3X0  Mining  the  Archive.  A 
celebration  ot  the  life  of  the 
cellist  Thomas  fgtoi 


5X0  Music  Machine.  Tommy 
Pearson  looks  tor  tee  key 
damatic  ingredients  in  a 
good  musical 

5.15  In  Tune,  with  Natalie  Wheen. 
tedudes  Wolf  (Italian 
Songbook,  selection); 
Beethoven  (Variations  on 
Mozart's  Em  Madchen  Oder 
We&chen  from  Die 
Zauberflole);  Stauss  (Salome, 
dosing  see®) 

7X0  rates  of  Spring.  BBC 
Symphony  Orchestra  under 
Pfetre  Boulez  gives  another 
concert  devoted  to  the  music 
of  Igor  Stravinsky,  stating 
with  Persephone  8X0 
Andriessen  on  Stravinsky 
Michael  Berkeley  talks  to  the 
composer  Louis  Andriessen 
about  his  love  for  Stravinsky's 
muse  8X0  Concert,  part  2. 
Stravinsky  (Oedipus  Rex) 

Wfth  Jon  Garrison,  tenor. 
Louise  Winter,  mezzo,  and 
AlanOpie.  baritone 

9X5  Little  Engtand/Big  Wold: 
Electioneering.  Sir  Barnard 
Ingham  jokts  the  presenter 
AAs  lair  Beaton  ki  the  studio  to 
tell  him  the  five  lies  you  have  -- 
to  team  before  you  can  even 
start  eJectionBenng.  and  the 
poet  Mark  KaBy  defivBra  his 
own  party  manifesto 
10.15  Hear  and  Now.  Bayan 
Northcatt  recalls  a brief 
period  when  music  seemed 

the  latest  thing.  Indudes 
Maxwell  Davies  (Alma 
Redemptori  Mater);  Gordon 
Crosse  (A  Carol);  Birtwistle 
(The  World  is  Discovered); 
Payna  (Phoenix  Mass) 
12.15am  Composer  of  the  Weelc 
Koechfln  (r) 

1.00  Through  the  Night,  with 
Donald  Madeod 
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RADIO  4 


5X5am 


6X0 

Today 

— — . >ujm  iui  Hie  Jav  ri 
Today,  indudes  Thought  for 
the  Cteyaeo  Yesterday  in 
Parirament 

9X0  News  9X5  Desert  Island 

n AC  Greenfield  (r) 

9X5  Feedback,  with  Chris 
Dunkley 

1CL0°  to  Mysett 

(FM).  Sea  Chwia 
I An  Act  of 1 


<LW) 


10X0 . 

10.15  On  This  Day  (LI 

10-30  'Yoman'a  ™suri  with  Jenni 
Murray 

HX0  The  Natural  Hhstory 

7°9™nn».  Presented  by 
„ __  Jpama  Rnnock 
12X0  News;  You  and  Yours. 

Consumer  news  and  current 
__  atfa[s  with  Charlotte  Smith 
12L2SP"VT^e  Food  Programme, 
□erek  Cooper  visits  Ihe 

1-°°  Th®  World  at  One,  with  Nick 
Clarke 

140  The  Archers  (r)  1X5 
_ __  Shipping  Forecast 
2X0  Classic  Sertafc  The 

f**J«h]«*er  Chronicles,  by 
Anthony  TroBope  With 
Rosanary  Leach  and  John 
Carlisle  (1/3)  m 

3-00  ^ A**»raoon  Shift, 

_ „ w™1  Lawie  Taylor  and  guests 
4X0  News  4X5  KNehtoecmw. 
Tm  Marlow  looks  back  at  ihe 

“■SSe?*53?'* 

Chviua  Ar^ebe  (r) 

6X°  Going  Places.  David  Stafford 
"2ft. !*»*  "teas  for  things 

_ „ do  th«  weekend 
7X0  Non  7.05  The  Archers 


7X0  Pick  of  the  Week.  Kate  Adle 
presents  her  selection  of 
extracts  from  BBC  ratio  over  . 
the  past  3even  days 
8.05  Any  Questions?  Jonathan 
Kmbleby  chairs  the  topical 
debate  horn  Witney  in 
Oxfordshire.  With  Bruce 
Anderson  and  MPs  Chris 
Smith.  Diana  Maddock  and 
Sir  Nicholas  Bonsor 
aso  Law  In  Action,  with  Macei 
Berlins.  Indudes  an 
bwestigation  into  whether  the  - 
European  Court  ot  Justice  wi& 
work  it  it  is  reformed 
9.15  Letter  from  America. 

Another  slice  ot  life  Stateside 
_ __  Py  Alistair  Cooke 

9X0  ItirieldOTcope  Feature.  On 

his  death  200  years  ago, 
Horace  Walpole  (eft afegacy. • 
of  two  castles,  a mansion  in 
Strawberry  Hfll.  aid  The 
castte  of  Otranto,  the  first 

10  00  Tha  World  Tonight,  with 
Robm  Lustig 

10.45  Book  at  Bedtime:  The 
“Teal  RaDmav  Bazaar,  by 


lh^ir  : ■ 


C^1  TfVotK-  fcaad  by 
H nn  Hur»  ncvioj  (r) 

1 1.00  Week  Ending.  A look  at  the 
week's  events  with  SaBy 
ptace  and  the  comedy  revue 
l earn  7 

11_2S  A soeptteai 

took,  at  the  week's  news  with 

1 1 ac  L!H£FJVHannan  guests 
1 1 -45  Twflfgtrt.  Joanna  Phnocfc 

in  search  o!  the  moths 
thal  aihabtt  a typical  back  ■ 

12-°°^^1i30am  The  Late 


1.00  As 


1 Service 
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Weighty  matters  exercise  couch  potatoes 


By  the  end  of  last  night’s 
Horizon  (BBC2)  fat  was 
undeniably  a pessimist’s  is- 
sue. We’re  all  going  rq  die. . . and 
.many  of  us  are  going  to  hasten  the 
process  by  becoming  seriously 
overweight.  People  who  sit  around 
watching  television  all  day  are 
particularly  vulnerable,  apparent- 
ly. Nearly  choked  on  my  chocolate 

.tioiPClyUP 


The  initial  statistics,  however, 
seemed  reassuring.  One  in  seven 
■people  in  Britain  are  obese,  which 
conveniently  allowed  six  out  of 
seven  of  US  to  sit  back  and  think 
“weU.it’U  never  happen  to  me.  my 

blood  senna’s  not  going  to  turn  the 
colour  of  softly  boiled  egg  white”. 
But  just  when  you  thought  this 
another  scaredooimentary 
annedat  “other  people",  just  when 
you  thought  there  might  just  be 
roan  for  a little  more  Stilton  on 
that:  cracker,  the  producer  (die 
aptly  named  Debbie  Cadbury) 
twisted  the  butter  knife. 


“Doctors  are  discovering."  the 
narration  began  ominously.  “ that 
the  risk  of  serious  disease  in- 
with  just  a small  gain  in 
weight"  Suddenly  it  was  hum-ite- 
phmsolls  Time. 

Reassurance,  we  were  told, 
could  be  sought  only  through 
something  called  the  body  mass 
index.  Unfortunately  this  turned 
out  to  involve  the  son  of  sum  that 
five-year-olds  probably  need  to  get 
into  primary  schools,  but  which 
.are  way  beyond  their  agitated 
elders.  MYour-weight-in-kilo- 

grams."  gabbled  the  hitherto  calm 
Jo  Unwin,  “divided  by  the  square 
root  of  your  height  in  metres."  Or 
was  it  your  height  squared?  Any- 
way. anything  over  25  and  you 

were  in  trouble.  I made  mine  60. 
Where  were  those  plimsolls? 

Did  things  get  better  after  that? 
I’m  not  entirely  sure.  We  learnt 
that  as  a nation  we  were  eating  less 
than  20  years  ago  (a  good  thing) 
but  that  we  were  exercising  much. 


much  less  (a  very  bad  thing, 
particularly  for  uur  increasingly 
cooped-upand  increasingly  plump 
children).  We  were  told,  very 
firmly,  that  The  idea  of  fat  people 
having  a “slow  metabolism"  was  a 
myth  and  then  wc  got  thoroughly 
confused  when  we  were  told  that 
fat  mice  might  have  the  genetic 
equivalent  of  a slow  metabolism 
after  all.  Give  them  a jab  of  a 
hormone  that  they  do  not  produce 
naturally  and  la  they  become  ihin 
mice.  The  holy  slimming  grail? 
Sadly,  only  for  mice. 

Which  was  why  Heather 
was  having  her  stomach 
stapled.  Sheti  simply 
had  enough  of  being  IT  stone.  It 
was  either  the  operation  or 
another  suicide  attempt.  Unlike 
the  diet  pills  and  far  substitutes 
that  have  caused  such  problems  in 
America,  the  surgery  actually 
worked.  In  the  following  six 
months.  Heather  lost  six  slone  and 


REVIEW 


Matthew 

Bond 


she  also  rediscovered  her  smile. 

Of  course,  there  are  other  ways 
of  keeping  weight  down  and  by 
now  we  are  familiar  with  the 
method  preferred  by  Dr  Owen 
Springer  and  Anna  Fairley  in 
Reckless  (ITV).  It*  not  the  sex  that 
bums  up  their  calories,  it’s  all  the 
exhausting  manoeuvres  to  ensure 
that  absolutely  nothing  untoward 
appears  on  our  screens.  Basically 
it*  sheets  tucked  firmly  under 


chins  at  all  times,  or  clothes  on. 
Given  the  hype  that  preceded  the 
series.  I think  one  brief  glimpse  of 
Robson  Green*  bottom  definitely 
goes  down  as  a disappointment. 

My  other  disappointment  is  the 
humour.  There*  simply  too  much 
of  it  It*  not  so  much  the  occasion- 
ally laboured  wit  in  Paul  Abbott* 
scripts  or  indeed  the  performances 
(Julian  Rhind-Tutr.  as  the  increas- 
ingly neurotic  Danny,  gets  better 
each  week)  but  the  direction.  As 
last  night*  knockabout  hospital 
inquiry  scenes  indicated,  comedy 
has  been  pursued  with  a vigour 
that  suggests  a reluctance  to  tackle 
a serious  sufy'ecr  seriously.  That, 
however,  is  a hallmark  of  [TV 
drama  and  if  the  ratings  are 
anything  10  go  by.  they-  are  right 
and  ! am  high-minded  (except,  of 
course,  when  it  comes  to  counting 
bottoms)  and  wrong. 

Bur  despite  these  misgivings.  I’ll 
happily  accept  that  Reckless  has 
become  compulsive  Thursday 


night  viewing  and  that  Abbott  has 
got  things  beautifully  placed  for 
next  week*  finale.  Having  finally 
leamr  that  it  was  Owen  (Green) 
who  deliberately  sabotaged  her 
marriage  to  Richard  (Michael 
Kitchen,  getting  even  better  as  he 
gets  nastier).  Anna  (Francesca 
Annis)  has  understandably  gone 
right  off  both  her  admirers.  Secret- 
ly, I’m  hoping  that  she  runs  off 
with  Owen*  dad,  Arnold  (David 
Bradley),  but  1 wouldn’t  put  too 
much  money  on  it. 

For  the  second  time  this  week 

the  answer  to  the  eternal 

“Whodunnit?”  turned  out  to 
be  the  guy  with  no  legs.  In 
Tuesday*  episode  of  Quantum 
Leap  (really  only  worth  watching 
for  a young  Jennifer  Anision)  the 
non-fatal  attack  was  made  possible 
because  our  Vietnam  veteran  am- 
putee was  actually  a time  traveller 
who  had  legs . . . only  you  couldn't 
see  them.  In  last  night*  X 2Hcs 


(BBC2).  several  very  fatal  attacks 
were  possible  because  our  Desert 
Storm  quadruple  amputee . . . was 
capable  of  astral  projection.  I wish 
I hadn’t  started  this  paragraph. 

Anyway,  it  was  all  very  dark  and 
foggy  as  it  always  is  in  A’  Files- 
land,  Mulder  muttered  about  as- 
tral and  corporeal  bodies  and 
Scully  snapped  “Mulder",  in  that 
special  exasperated  way  of  hers. 

Up  until  then  I'd  been  sceptical 
of  claims  that  die  BBC  had  moved 
the  series  to  a later  hour  on  the 
ground  of  taste  (it  now  goes  out 
against  News  at  Ten  — spooky, 
huh?)  bur  this  episode  suggested 
right  was  on  its  side.  Within 
minutes  a shell-shocked  Colonel 
had  attempted  suicide  by  throwing 
himself  in  a pool  of  boiling  water. 
This  being  the  X Files,  he  sur- 
vived...  unlike  Sergeant  ADden, 
whose  date  with  the  hospital  wood- 
chipper  thankfully  occurred  off- 
screen. Never  mind  "out  there", 
the  truth  is  horrid. 
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&00m  Business  Breakfast  (10858) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (T)  (15216) 

9JM  Breakfast  News  Extra  (T)  (5378910). 
920  Style  Challenge  (4705587) 

9.45  KHroy  (4305082) 

1030 Can’t  Cook,  Wont  Cook  (50216) 

^ li.fH  News  (T)  and  weather  (6338649) 
.T.Wll.05 The  Really  Useful  Show  (7940378) 
11^35  Change  That  (8518910) 

12X0  News  (T),  regional  news  and  weather 
. ..  (7482378) 

12.05pm  The  Alphabet  Game  (5416281) 
1230  Going  for  a Song  (6793649) 

' 1255The  Weather  Show  (798571 13) 

1.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (18303)  1.30 
. Regional  news  and  weather  (83607858) 

Ijio  Neighbours  (T)  (11821465) 

205 Jane's  House  (1993)  with  Anne  Archer 

n and  James  Woods.  An  independent 
executive  marries  a widower  and 
' attempts  to  help  him  to  bring  up  Ms 
teenage  children,  but  their  wedded  bliss 
. e threatened  when  she  fails  to  adjust  to 
/ her  new  role  of  wife  and  mother.  Directed 
• -by  Glenn  Jordan  (7102823) 

A 230  Maydays  (r)  (5383194)  3.50  The  Friday 
: Zone  (4529571)  4.55  Newsround  Extra. 
Aspiring  young  JoumaRsts  quiz  the  three 
party  leaders  (9618638)  5.10  Blue  Peter 
(I)  (5062295) 

5J35  Neighbours  (r)  (T)  (681552) 
sijO  News  fT)  and  weather  (197) 

. 6l30  RegkmaTNews  Magazine  (587) 

7.00  Kg  Break  Alex  Higgins  takes  on  fellow 
• Irishmen  Joe  Swall  and  Stove  Murphy  in 
the  snooker  game  show  (I)  (7007) 

7.30  Top  of  the  Pops  (T)  (571) 

8.00  Porridge  Classic  prison 

• BbKHMM  comedy  (r)  (6755) 

830  A Question  of  Spot  Light-hearted  quiz 
hosted,  by  David  Coleman.  The  team 
captains,  John  Parrott  and  Sam  Ttirrance, 
are  Joined  by  Jason  McAteer,  Judy 
Oates,  Tony  Underwood  r and  Jarftie^ 
Osborne  (T)  (5262) ..  , 

gt  9l00  Nine  O’clock  Nows  (T),  regional  news 
¥'  and  weather  (7842)  . . 

920  Silent  Witness:  . Cease  Upon  the 
Midnight  (2/2)  The  exhumation  of  Mark 
Tate's  body  throws  up  a few  surprises, 
whDs  on  the  personal  front  Sam's 
relationship  with  Peter.  Ross  intensifies 
- (11(563842) 

1020 The  Mrs  Merton  Show  FoctbatierWinte 
Jones  and  pop  star  Boy  George  have  a 
: heart-to-heart  with  the  parky  pensioner 
0)  (772465) 

1030  Where  Eagles  Dare  (1969)  with  Richard 
Burton,  Cfint  Eastwood  and.  Michael 
Hordern.  Classic  espionage  thrfller  based 
on  Aiastair  Maclean's  book.  An  eflte 
• commando  group  is  dispatched  to 
rescue  an  American  general  held  by  the 
Nazis  in  a castle  fortress  in  the  Bavarian 
Alps.”  Directed  by  Brian  G.  Hutton  (T) 
(26442755) 

1.20am  Unknown  Guest  (1943,  b/w)  with 

S Victor  Jory,  Pamela  Blake, -Harry  Hayden 
and  Veda  Arm  Borg.  A woman  suspects 
her  beau  of  murder  when  he  takes  over 
his  aunt  and  unde's  frm.  Directed  by  Kurt 
Neumann  (703 1446)  . 

235 Weather  (8445392) 


VW*oPtu«+  and  the  Video  PfuteCocfet 
The  numbers  next  to 'each  TV  programme 
Bating  are  Video  PtusCode”  renews,  wrt*h.. 
allow  you  to  programme  your  wfeo  recorder 
tnrtanfy  with  a WdooPtus+~  hands*.  Tap  fn 
the  Vfcfao  PtusCode-for  the  .programme  you 
wlshto  record.  VfdeapU»+  (*).  ftuscode  ( \ 
and  Video  Programmer  are  tnademano  or 
Gemstar  Development  Ltd. 


9 


8.00am  Open  University  (7304910)  635 
Lifestyles,  Work  and  the  Family  (51 16002) 
7.15  News  (T)  (7227465)  730  Captain 
Caveman  (8088007)  7.55  The  Realty  WSd 

Show  (r)  m (3451281)  830  Just  So 
Stories  (7920858)  835  The  Record 
(5044465)  930  The  French  Experience 
(5385200)  9.15  The  Biology  Collection 
(552910)  9.45  Watch  (7169323)  10.00 
Ptaydays  (68088)  1030  Holch  Polch 
House  (2473465)  1030  Cosmo  and  Dibs 
in  Punjabi  and  English  (5347026)  1130 
Look  and  Read  (9373804)  1130  Short 
Circuit  (9266552)  1130  English  Time 
(9144026)  12.00  English  File  (69910) 
1230pm  Working  Lunch  (96552)  130 
Scene  (16945)  130  be  Club  (83516552) 
135  Words  and  Pictures  (83511007) 
230  Just  So  Stories  (36143736) 

2.10  Sport  on  Friday  Helen  RoBason 
Introduces  action  from  the  first  day  of  the 
World  Indoor  Athletic  championships  in 
Paris  (963007)  335  News  (1)  4.00 
Today’s  the  Day  (200)  430  Ready, 
Steady,  Cook  (484)  5.00  Esther  (8113) 
530  Seniors  Pot  Black  Doug  Mourn  joy  v 
Eddie  Chariton  (736) 

630  Star  Trek  (r)  (I)  (278945) 

630  International  Athletics  Coverage  of  the 
World  Indoor  Athletics  championships 
from  Paris,  featuring  the  finals  of  the 
men's  and  women’s  60m  (947787) 

. 7.10  Pole  to  Pole  Micheal  Palm  travels 
• through  Istanbul  on  the  Bosphorus  to 
Aswan  on  the  Nie  (r)  (T)  (734991) 

swing  with  BDf  OddJe  Bind 
' *.  ■HB9  watching  from  Rutland  Water, 
a reservoir  with  a built-in  bird  reserve  (I) 
(4397)  . . 

830  Gardeners’  World  Jn  the  South  ot 
Franca  Alan  TVchmarah  meets  Jean  Mus, 
a designer  with  an  eye  for  plants  which 
can  survfvB  drought  Gay  Search  finds  a 
cottage  garden  on  a London  rooftop;  and 
Stephen  Lacey  explains  how  to  make  the 
most  ot  spring  bulbs  (T)  (3804) 

930  Red  Dwarf  Chaos  reigns  when  toe  crew 
- -• : catch  upwfth  Red  Dwarf  and  meet  an  oid 
\ friend.  Last  in  series  (T)  (5484) 


The  two  fat  comedy  cooks  (930pm) 

-930 The  Two  Fret  Ladles’  Comedy  Cook-In 

Clarissa  Dfckaon-Wrlght  and  Jennifer 
. Paterson  present  a selection  of  their 
favourite  comedy  moments.  Featuring 
‘dips  from  Morecambe  and  Wise.  French 
and  Saunders  and  Fry  and  Laune.  10.00 
- 1 Alas  Smith  and  Jones  (I)  (29197) 

1028 Video  Nation  Shorts  (739910) 

1030  Newsnight  (I)  (936194) 

11.15  Space:  Above  and  Beyond  The 
. marines'  flte  pod  crashes  (9842®) 

1230  Stuff  the  White  Rabbit  (78682) 
1230am-235  Pram  (1962,  b/to)  with  Inger 
|Taube,  ■ Thommy  Berggren  and  Lars 
Passgard.  A young  woman  has  to  choose 
between  two  different  lovers.  Directed  by 
Bo  Wtderberg.  In  Swedish  with  English 
subtitles.  (320953) 


CHOICE 


Porridge 

BBCI,  8.00pm 

The  glorious  Dick  Clcmeni-lan  La  Frenais 
prison  sitcom  needs  no  recommendation 
from  this  column,  but  its  revival  tines  spark  a 
thought.  This  is  dial  the  best  entertainment 
offered  by  television  recently  has  all  been 
upwards  of  20 years  old.  Yet  another  rerun  of 
Dad's  Army  has  revealed  the  Second  World 
Warhorse  io  be  as  sprightly  and  timeless  as 
ever,  revivals  of  Morecambe  and  Wise  make 
today*  comedy  acts  seem  crude  and  witless 
and  The  Two  Ronnies,  for  all  their  political 
incorrectness,  remain,  at  (heir  best,  brilliant 
performers  with  brilliant  scripts.  Admittedly 
we  are  talking  about  the  cream  and  □ perusal 
of  the  schedules  of  25  years  ago  would 
probably  reveal  just  as  many  duds  as  there 
are  today.  All  the  same,  in  the  history  of 
television  comedy  the  late  1990s  seem 
unlikely  to  go  down  as  a golden  age. 

Birding  With  BOI  Oddie 
BBC2, 8.00pm 

Our  jocular  man  with  the  binoculars  is  in 
Rutland  for  the  annual  British  Birdwatching 
Fair.  It  is  a good  peg  for  the  programme  for 
not  only  does  the  fair  offer  six  huge 
marquees  of  exhibits  but  it  is  next  to  a 
reservoir  with  a built-in  nature  reserve. 
Oddie  starts,  however,  with  the  Victorians,  to 


notjust 

look  at  birds  but  shot  them  and  took  them 
home.  Significantly,  they  called  themselves 
collectors,  not  watchers.  This  historical 
diversion  serves  to  emphasise  the  big 
advances  in  bird  spotters'  aids,  not  only 
binoculars  but  telescopes  and  field  guides. 
Oddie  is  an  enthusiastic  guide  who  knows 
his  stuff  but  never  lectures  and.  above  all, 
transmits  enjoyment. 

Bloom 

Channel  4.  S.OOpm 

The  series  on  flower  families  ends  with  the 
poppy.  The  meconopsis  bulks  large,  as  it 
deserves  to.  Some  of  the  best  specimens, 
including  the  national  collection  nf  the 
exquisite  perennial  blues,  are  in  he  found  in 
the  garden  of  the  Scortish  co-presenter  Bill 
Chudziak.  So  it  is  off  to  Craigieburn.  and  the 
cool,  shady  and  moist  climate  that  helps  ihe 
meconopsis  to  grow-  so  well.  But  the 
programme's  most  spectacular  image,  one 
which  never  fails  to  startle,  is  of  a vasr  field  of 
red  poppies  growing  wild.  Like  an 
Impressionist  painting,  says  Chudziak. 
though  he  is  quick  to  mention  the  red 
poppy*  other  connotation,  as  a symbol  of  the 
bloodshed  of  the  First  World  War.  If  Bloom 
has  been  more  original  in  its  formal  than  its 
con  ten  L it  has  been  enthusiastically 
presented  and  a feast  for  the  eye. 

Catherine  Cooltson*  The  Moth 
/TV.  9.00pm 

Things  are  gening  worse  hefore  they  get 
tetter  in  this  full-nlonded  tale  uf  unhappy 
families  and  class  divides.  The  casting  is 
usually  a fair  guide  to  (he  plot  and  (he  smart 
money  must  be  on  an  eventual  romance 
between  the  two  central  characters.  Jack 
Davenport's  personable  young  carpenter 
and  Sarah  (Juliet  Aubrey),  daughter  of  the 
great  house  where  he  finds  work.  Bui  if  n is 
to  happen,  there  are  plenty  of  obstacles  in  he 
removed  first,  not  the  least  of  which  is  that 
the  pair  come  from  different  social  worlds. 
Meanwhile  there  is  the  enigma  of  Sarah's 
younger  sister  Millie  (a  promising 
performance  by  a lelevisinn  debutante. 
Justine  Waddell")  who  is  given  to  wandering 
about  in  her  nightdress  under  the  full  m.vm. 
Melodrama  is  never  far  front  the  surface  but 
the  director.  Roy  Bancrsby.  manages  iu  keep 
it  in  check.  Peter  Waymark 


6.00am  GMTV  (6789026) 

935  Chain  Letters  (4617378) 

935  Regional  News  (T)  (5409465) 

1030  The  Time,  the  Place  (91194) 

1030  This  Morning  (T)  (61096754) 

1230pm  Regional  News  (T)  (7471262) 

1230  News  (T)  and  weather  (6884945) 

1235  Wish  You  Were  Here?  <r)  (T)  (6796736) 
135  Home  and  Away  (T)  (47621552) 
130  Shortland  Street  (84 10281  j 230 
High  Road  (T)  (5142484) 

330  News  (T)  (3309151) 

335  Regional  News  (T)  (4759692) 

330  Rosie  and  Jim  (2569741)  330  Slim  Pig 
(9845194)  3.50  Cartoon  Time  (984T378) 
4.00  Zzzapi  (2657823)  4.15  Jumanji  (T) 
(1376823)  4.40  Gladiators:  Train  2 Win 
CD  (4392858) 

5.10  A Country  Practice  (5566939) 

5.40  News  (7)  and  weather  (937858) 

6.00  Home  and  Away  it)  (T)  (603755) 

635  HTV  Weather  (584736) 

630  HTV  News  (T)  (755) 

7.00  Wheel  of  Fortune  (T)  (8303) 

730  Coronation  Street  Sean.  Des  and  Sam 
are  put  through  their  paces  in  preparation 
for  the  parachute  jump  (T)  (939) 

8.00  The  Bill  Tosh  Lines  comes  under  fire 
from  his  CID  colleagues  (T)  (1823) 


Nick  Hancock  end  friends  (8.30pm) 

830  Holding  the  Baby  In  the  last  of  the 
senes  Gordon's  mother-in-law  comes  to 
stay  and  needless  to  say  Gordon  takes 
advantage  of  Ihe  situation  by  behaving 
badly  (T)  (3858) 

9.00  WurjifiCl  Catherine  Cookson’s  The 
Moth  (2/3)  Robert  fries  to 
comfort  Julia  after  tindmg  her  distraught 
by  Ihe  roadside  (T)  (9552) 

10.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (64465) 

10.30  HTV  News  and  Weather  (327552) 

10.40  She  Woke  Up  {19921  starring  Lindsay 
i Wagner.  David  Dukes  and  Frances 
iSternhagen  Made-tcr-TV  thriller  about  an 
heiress  frying  to  discover  the  idenliy  of  a 
tnasFed  intruder  who  put  he  in  a coma  tor 
over  a year  beiote  he  strikes  again 
Directed  by  Wans  Hussein  1181 70668) 
12.30am  Racing  Stewart  (r)  (68953) 

1.30  FI:  Australian  Grand  Prfx  Jim 

R'Tsenihal  begins  the-  channel's  coverage 
of  the  new  Formula  One  season  with  live 
coverage  ol  the  qualifying  round  Irom 
Melbixirne  as  Damon  Hill  starts  the 
defence  ot  his  litre.  With  commentary 
Irom  Murray  Walker  and  Martin  Brundte 
Plus  news,  features  and  gossip  liom  the 
pils  and  paddock  with  James  Allen  and 
Louise  Goodman  (472458) 

3.10  Club  Nation  (2677205)  4.05  Collins  and 
Maconios  Mo  we  Club  iM  (41043798) 
4.30  rrv  S(.on  Classics  (44798)  530 
Coronation  Street  (r)  (T)  (88840)  530 
News  (73137) 


CENTRAL 


As  HTV  West  except  . . 

1235pm- 135  A Country  Practice  (6796736) 
1-50  Savannah  (8509129) 

2.45  World  at  Wonder  (9264571) 

230-330  Our  House  (5142484) 

330-4.00  Bugs  Bunny  (9841378) 

5.10-6.40  Shortland  Street  (5566939) 
635-7.00  Central  News  (168129) 

10.40  Central  Weekend  Live  (3139533) 
12.10am  Hunter  (B692243J 
1.05  Weekly  World  News  (4737296) 

3.15  Cyber  Cate  (38794392) 

3.40  Dating  the  Enemy  (891 7427) 

435  Central  Jobfinder  ’97  (2404886) 


WESTCOUNTRY 


As  HTV  West  except: 

12.20pm- 1230  Small  Talk,  Big  Talk 
(7471262) 

1235-135  Emmerdaie  (6796736) 

130  High  Road  (84 10281) 

230-330  Murder,  She  Wrote  (5142484) 
5.10-5.40  Home  and  Away  (5566939) 
6.00-7.00  Westcountry  Live  (69787) 

10X0  Conspiracy  of  Stience  (1815462(9 
1235am  Racing  Stewart  (5129137) 


K_m#  Uf^4 


As  HTV  West  except 
1235pm-135  A Country  Practice  (6796736) 
135  Savannah  (8428200) 

2.50-330  Serve  You  Right  (5142484) 
5.10330  Home  and  Away  (5568939) 
630-730  Meridian  Tonight  (69787) 

1030  Conspiracy  of  S Bence  (18154620) 
123Sam  Racing  Stewart  (5129137) 

3.15  Club  Nation  (215525) 

4.15  FHIer  (87661069) 

■ 430  Collins  and  Maconie’s  Movie  Club 

(41024663) 

4.45  Sound  Bites  (57836243) 

5.00  Freescraen  (88840) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1235-135  A Country  Practice  (6796736) 
135  Savannah  (8428200) 

230-330  Dogs  with  Dunbar  (5142484) 
5.10-530  Shortland  Street  (5566839) 
633  Angtia  Weather  (585465) 

635-7.00  Anglia  News  (168129) 

1030  Conspiracy  of  Silence  (18154620) 
1235am  Racing  Stewart  (5129137) 


Starts:  630am  Sesame  Street  (30668)  7.00 
The  Big  Breakfast  (35026)  9.00  Bewitched 
(74842)  9.30  Ysgollon  (367842)  12-00 

Collectors’  Lot  (61378)  12.30pm  Here's  One 
i Made  Earlier  (81620)  1.00  Slot  Meithrfn 
(38113)  1.30  Rim:  Northwest  Passage 
(87884303)  330  Fresh  Pop  (9832620)  430 
Fifteen-to-One  (668)  430  Shop  HB  You  Drop 
(552)  5.00  5 Pump  (3281)  530  Countdown 
(804)  6.00  NewyddJon  (222484)  635  Hetio 
(686533)  6.35  Jacpot  (591026)  730  Pobol  y 
Cwm  (796804) 735  YSioeGeff  (732688) 8.00 
Pendacwydd:  Gorffennet  — Amt  (9465) 
830  Newyddlon  (1200)  9.00  Turning  World 
(7194)  10.00  Brookside  (62007)  1030  Here’s 
Johnny  (215113)  11.05  The  Ghfie  Show 
(781736)  11.35  TR  Friday  (551397)  12j40am 
Robin  (9985408)  1235  Ftava  (76866)  1.15 
Film:  Women's  Prison  (2323576)  235  Film: 
The  Strange  One  (842972)  435  Film:  The 
Dark  Past  (1409601) 


CHANNEL  4 


630am  Sesame  Street  (30668)  7.00  The  Big 
Breakfast  (35026)  9.00  Bewitched  (r)  (T) 
(74842) 

930  Schools  (367842) 

1230  Bloom  The  mint  family  (r)  (T)  (61378) 
1230pm  Here's  One  I Made  Earlier  (r) 
(81620)  130  Cybin  (r)  (T)  (94087295) 
135  Pas  a Deux.  Animation  (817453781 
135  Kiss  Them  for  Me  (1957)  with  Cary 

H Grant  and  Suzy  Parker.  A comedy  about 
three  Second  World  War  US  Navy  pilots 
on  shore  leave  in  San  Francisco.  Directed 
by  Stanley  Dpnen  (T)  (19424823) 

330 TraveJTmg  Light  Tim  Grundy  and  Peter 
Hamilton  travel  along  the  length  of 
Hadrian's  Wall  (T)  (533) 

4.00  FKteen-to-One  (I)  (668)  430 

Countdown  (T)  (552)  530  Ricki  Lake  (T) 
(3281)  530  Pet  Rescue  (T)  (804) 
630TF!  Friday  The  guests  indude  the 
Arsenal  and  England  footballer  Paul 
Merson.  Music  is  provided  by  Aerosmith, 
INXS  and  Fun  Loving  Criminals  (69769) 
7.00  Channel  4 News  (486842) 

735  The  Slot  (403842) 

830  Bloom  The  poppy  family  (6/6) 

830  Brookside  Jackie  has  a big  secret  and 
Danny  has  some  awkward  questions  tor 
Bel  (T)  (1200) 

930  Caroline  in  the  City  Annie  reintroduces 
Caroline  to  the  wonderful  world  ot  dating 
(T)  (8692) 


Woody  Harrelson  guest-stars  (930) 

930  Spin  City  Michael  learns  how  to  get  in 
touch  with  toe  common  man  when 
Tommy  Dugan  is  made  mayor  for  the 
day.  With  Michael  J.  Fox  and  Woody 
Harrelson  (T)  (19264) 

10.00  Roseaime  Roseanne  becomes  action 
woman  when  her  family  are  threatened  by 
terrorists.  Includes  cameo  appearances 
by  Mike  Tyson  and  Don  King  (T)  (62007) 
1030  Here’s  Johnny  Comedy  with  Johnny 
Vaughan  and  guests,  who  indude  the 
group  Boyzone  (4/7)  (2151 13) 

11.05  The  Girlie  Show  (9/12)  (781736) 

1135  TFI  Friday  (r)  (551397) 

12.40am  Robin  (9965408) 

MlAS  Ftava  (4/8)  (76866) 

1.15  Women’s  Prison  (1955,  b/w)  with  Ida 
Lupino  and  Howard  Duff.  A drama 
opening  a enme-and- punishment  triple 
bill.  The  inmates  of  a women's  prison 
suffer  at  toe  hands  at  a socially  frustrated 
warden.  Lewis  Setter  directs  (2323576) 
235  The  Strange  One  (1957,  tVw)  with  Ben 
3JM  Gazzara  and  George  Peppard.  Cadets  at 
alUj  an  American  military  college  stand  up  to  a 
fellow  cadet  with  sadistic  tendencies. 
Directed  by  Jack  Garfeki  (842972) 

435  The  Dark  Past  (1948)  with  William 
Holden  and  Lee  J.  Cobb.  An  escaped 
criminal  takas  a psychiatrist  hostage  in  a 
remote  holiday  cabin.  Directed  by  Rudoff 
Mate  (32017040).  Ends  5.40 


SATELLITE  AND  CABLE 


• Tor  more  comprehensive 
listmgB  of  satellite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Directory, 
published  on  Saturday 

SKV1  • 

' ant*®  Morning  Cfccy  (757736)  &0O  Rogto 
antf.KaSw  Lae  {K«20)  1040  Another 
Vfcrtj  {7639?)  T1JXJ  Days  of  Our  Uuas 
(56533) 1200  : Oprah  WWrey  (22991) 
i-OOpni  Qeraldb  {WKB)  100  SaBy  Jbs^ 
fophari  (45939)  100  Jan*  Jonas  (48466) 

. .4^0  Oprah  WW<ey  (S0200)  SAC  Star  Tffljc 
Niw  Sensation  (4552)  *410  Heal  TV  (B282] 
It  640  M®W._  Wtti  omm  n 1B4) 

- TfeS>Hpicm(52B1]7JOU*A'S*H  (737S) 

- . ^100  JA3(7K53)  900  Waksr,  Texas  Rarv 
■ ■ - Wger  fKETEpiOjOO  Hah  feddant  (B6303) 
* ITiWSeiha  Scon  Star Trete 

Nrai  Genantfon  (5B73Q  vtMma  LAPO. 
(?t475)  U»  HI  Mx  (1080717)  - 

SkY2 

7JI0pa  tiewriyHfe  90210  (60S2649)  &00 

Metro*  Pta»1sD013S71  MO.PacHc  Drtw 
(6061533)  -mao  Tales  from  Bw  --Ojpt 
t7B07G6Q.ilU0  Tiias.from  ypt . 
(775021^  ii«  Late  Sht»  (P815S33) 

* ' VUtttft  Ur Lof^flay  |»88663)  . • 

, SKYNEWS  . 

. WorlriiwriB  naracoiwraga.Hygh  HuW  oo 
.tftehour.  24  houa  achy.  aoterwStya  *1^* ' 

SWf  MOVIES  - A : • i 

'««« n Raton  to  Paytoa  Pfaeo  P961) 
172607823  835  ~ Stogaconoh  (19W? 
(30341946)  . HUM*  ,LHBa  BudcM  D»3) 
(19B3875g.  12.15pm  The  taflar  (19*1) 
WBTSSUJJOAtandMiatfa^D^lkjd 
(1995)  ^4755)  4J»  .Boat  Shot: 

(9484)  «J»  Soaaon  «*  C toope  Wfl 
..  ®M)9J»Hlrfilandw»Tfa»»,™![ 
(1994)  (7873®  mnosutoietow  AB*J*i 
. date)  f<«XB6)  - 11*0  My.  Wg? 

* . ..  ClteflT  (5309 WJ)  1.15m 

Jk  %C%{190«)(7147?S)X0OQ«nBoy 

* fF  (tasq.twaTajARaTtowitenw1) 

/•;.  THEMOVlECriAWEL 

Tto  lMhwt  HomJ'Wi 
(62253091 j am  BaMnri  Jtw 

* (199^(l72Saa5)40=»WD^^^* 

v fraafe)  t 

' Una  f19W)  (823977  COO  talari  «• 
WatetoB  JWW  (7 02Q  M® 


Moony  Worin  (199S)  (8562^7J0  UK 
Top  10  (8218)  BOO  lea*™**  Mlto  W 
(1995)  (91^8755)  1015»^ShMg2» 
RaahnUto  tlW)  i?3QS”!g’*£a?S 
■nm  Companion 

Sorcradlloa  0992)  paOSCTjSJOCold 
Dog  Soup  (1980)  (32972)  &00Tlm  Othar 
Woman  (199S)  (76*27) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 

&oopm  The  Hriraea  (1949)  p8B74^ 
Soolmtend  (1997)  (388291(8  1000 
Top  Gun  (1986)  (1627194)  1155  Body 
Doufala  (1984)  (114146^  Uto  Ik 
kS  Arito  (19871  IBMWWg l JAB- 
^WUartyn:  Tba  Untold  Stoty  (1980) 
CJUTTOOKWETWORKnyr  _ 

Comhuous  cartoonEfrom  Sfiroto^TT. 
jhen  TNT  . Sms  as  WCW 

(92190649)  11 JO  DaA  Q*  thaSun  (1968) 
(92153378)  12A5am  Tto  faagnWcanl 
awm  Deafly  Sira  (1971)  (10320972) 
SSjoKraafriwstf^sas) 
THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 

' affsrarwsfft 
«?■?»; 

■fWiTfiSBI  830  - TTnon  and  PltrPWa 
8^40  Cara  Besrs(I  TT  t ST^l  9-10 
. GrtMmdtoB  Mareh  (22TOSB8)9-40^0 
- ' (8373633)  MS.  14"*  Chop 

Mouse  Tracks  (4734649)  1130  ^ 
nuefc  (53240755)  Z3&  BoriWre  (5079991) 

'ana-wrsssffi 

.HsrjM’saar 

FOX  KIDS  NETWORK  _ 
SJOOboi  PKee  UWB 

Ranges 


(6618910)  8.00  Masked  Rx*f  (7696552) 
030  Ciocadoo  (7895823)  9.00  Ranba's 
island  (5350674)  025  Wl*  Wtiy  FanVy 
(2456674)  9l30  Zoobtee  Zoo  (3053262) 
UE  Why  Why  Farrdy  (7031692)  104W 
Rtnfca's  Island  (1837259)  1025  Why  Why 
FamBy  (5202281)  1020  2boWee  Zoo 
(93836282)  1055  Why  Why  FanVy 
(92095026)  1120  Princess  Slide 

(21543781  1120  HnoccteJ  (21550071 
12jOO  Bay  the  Car  (7606836)  1220pm  VR 
Troopas  (29159113)  1220  Power  Rangae 
(29106021)  1-10  Masted  Rater  125815129) 
120  Ace  Vertira  (8498668)  2.00  Casper 
(4741281)  220  Lie  wth  Louie  (6352692) 
320  Eek-Stravagenza  (48332161  320  Ace 
Vsrtura  (78Q77B7)  420  Casper  (2057084) 
420  Power  Ranges  (7906736)  520 
Masted  Ritter  (4732533)  520  Spnfcrman 
(8257228)  6J»  Gousetwnps.  (5902151) 

820-7.00  Sweet  Sftaltey  high  (12075431 

SKY  SPORTS  1 

720am  Spans  Centre  (99262)  720  W>«- 
Ota  (41281)  820  Racing  News  (19552) 
aoospons  CertJE  (42084)  820  Aerobes 
(46194)  1020  Nefbusters  (83484)  1020 
Lnq  GoS:  Moroccan  Open  (85295) 
1220pm  Golf-  Dorel  Ryder  Open  (22668) 
220  Incxte  lha  Sew  PGA  Tew  I285BI 
3.00  Live  GoS-  Moroccen  Open  (B58S8) 
420  Spots  Centre  (6163604)  5.00  World 
spot  Special  (6129)  520  Neibusere 
(8674)  6JM  Spots  Centre  (38129)  720  Live 
Cricket  (595623)  10.00  Sports  Centre 
(56277)  1120  Hold  (he  Beck  Page  (24B10) 
. 1220  WrosSing  (88662)  120am  Rugby 
Club  0243)  220000  Sports  Centre 

SKY  SPORTS  2 

aoopm  Rugby  Club  (4771281)  9.00  Uw 
Gdf  Dorel  ftate*  O pen  (4701668|  112D- 
1 nOnm  Golf  Moroccen  Open  (3447303) 

SKY  SPORTS  3 

1220  ForXba#  League  Review  (56705124) 
1 00pm  Scottish  Cup  Fifth  Round:  Cette  v 
Rangers  (30090454)  320  Live  Cnctei 
(54501282)  7.00  Live  Football  (92504281) 
1O00  Wresting  (92105571)  1120-1200 
tiB-H.  Power  Week  (4040166^ 

eurosport 

720m  swing  (43848)  820  AlTtocs. 
World  Indoor  Champronahpj  — L» 
(2618643)  1220  Otymptc  Comes 

(15736) 1220pm  Aipme  SJurg  (4237® 
120  Freesiyta  Skflng.  World  Cup  MoQub — 
Uva  00533)  220  Beach  Soccer  (78281) 


Ethan  Hawke,  Wynona  Ryder:  Reality  Bites  (Sky  Movies,  1 1 .40pm) 


320  AJri-i-^  Wald 
ships  — Lk*’  (4-137-V'i  520  1>i«s 
Mtornen’vWivicCv-SWorn  • Lirt  .c^13°.’i 
620  AB4eK£  - I iv?  rWXil.  8.00  “y>iir.j 
Wonvjn  i WJttn  1 iip  - Lii^  < ’1*  1 1 8.30 
Terns.  RoniKijm  *TP  r'r-t5i  10.00 
Snooker  Fur.X^  :ri  il’J'ifi.'i  11.30 

Funsports  (727351  12. 00-1 2.30am  inure 
Skamg  |58»6i 

GRANADA  PLUS 

620am  t>sypK«-.  I -.1^  u'hwijv.,  820 
r«Mt  on  ItiL  Tl--.  6.45  Mvv 

Bel  (ISOKCVi'  720  A**4ls  (liWij-1. 
7.15  TrcUe  cn  irv  liri  l’«17¥i7|  720 
CaiweaSe  8.00  Oym  Ceum 

non  Si  H 1591 13.  8.30  ra.T.Jrts 
920  The  Prc*  >'*».*•;  ^1886741  10.00 
Ctumblewecd!.  ,7^5J8?:i  10.30 
Wat  (4 138620 1 11.00  Wrt'irt  Tr*w 
(£041674)  1220  L .v.nnaiicir. 

(41STOO)  1220pm  Faroes  iTOC-KMl 
120  Ataon  Maid  irTWa^l  120  Kwuu 
Facto!  (7023&9I1  2.00  rteoc  -A 
(7255552)  3.00  LfOws  Cwjir.ldiiv 

(10570261 420  &«'«  Sinto  In  inc  h.-kj- 
16297484)  420  Grurrtle-m-vJs 
5.00  The  Protussrxfll'.  (6367910,  820 
Fanvfc*  (6274533)  6.30  Clau^C  orgnj!'.. 
Sirwi  (62991 1 u 7.00  C^^inr  VnM  in  rh- 


h.ji.  i.  :7»>«i  7.30  CrrOKoo  Wan; 
r62VMWi  8.00  upviws  Cnvmstars 
9.00  dxsir  Comurwm  Sim-i 
U 9.35  Good  L«u  Gu»3c  12166484) 
10.00-11  00  Ite  Prote9.innah  (7868587) 
From  1l.00pm-2.00atn  Uen  and  Motors 

GRANADA  GOOD  LIFE 

Ficr*.  6.00am2  00  TV  High  Sneer 
n..-.  9.00-12.00  F.»d  .m,i  Wrtb 
Fr-y  13.00-3  00pm  HeaBU  arid 
I ,r.,  • 3.00-6  00  Han-.-  W iVartleri 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

4.00pm  iirKiraphv  H Ci  Ae*.  Time  Trav- 
i Hi  ir.Ji  JO/li  5.00  HiAlcrv  Alr/c  ij04;J9r< 
6.00  .►  i '".<nrui»  m&tiihj/i  7.00-8.00 
iwO  -rJr.  Mweo  PWii  iJ763M3i 

THE  SCkFl  CHANNEL 

1 .CXtem  T.v  iflm  Z-ana , i i , 1 .30 1 *s. 
01  'J-W-Ow:  I1 1-  2.00  !Ci 

ol  Hijai-oa  ■.15lk.fr>'.i  220  IJujhi 
Av«,  >r  1I23J3)  320-4.00  Fna„-  'i  j.-  1 «m 

TLC/DISCOVERY 

920am  IV  Jay  ol  (J  n »■:.  9.30 

rim P.J1,  {TV.jJSIl  10.00  T«s 
.,  , i'..  *-«j  ..te1l4W:  10.30 

-_--:vr-j8i  11.00  Fi.  n 


1120  This  OU  House  (57703001  1220 
VeisaUe  Vegetables  (2220910)  1220pm 
Graham  Fen  (2064367)  120  Today's 
Gr«iwi  186492161  120  Home  Agaei 
l2063« 8)  220  HomeOme  (4513649)  220 
Fumbiic  to  Go  (87182161  320  Urn's 
Couniry  (4525484)  320420  This  Old 
House  (B61 75331 

DISCOVERY  tabes  over  at  420pm. 
420pm  FcJwjg  Adventures  II  (8636668) 
420  Bush  Tucter  Man  (8625552)  520 
Tieawre  Hunters  (4600129)  520  Beyond 
2000  (B616804J  6.00  Wild  Thrgs  (2145216) 
720  Beyond  2000  (451 7485)  720 Wonders 
ol  Weather  (8626281)  820  Juraswa  U 
(£053701  320  Medical  Defectives 

■57660071  B20  Science  DttedJves 

(J044533)  1020  Justice  Ftes  (3991129) 
1120  Oas<sc  Wheels  (85534651  1220 
Victory  n Europe  (C965224)  120am  Road- 
•iiOiv  (4635972)  120-2.00  The  Extremist; 
(■35736821 

UK  GOLD 

7.00am  Teilysiacfc  <6976465)  725  Neigh- 
Ujuts  (9804345)  820  Crossroads 

1 1496620)  825  EastEnders  187E7552)  9.00 
The  BiB  (22)9804)  920  Breed  (2062339) 

10.00  Never  me-  Twan  (4612200)  1020  The 

SulIrTans  (2311216)  11.00  The  Rocteord 
F4es  (8647858)  12.00  Crossroads 

(2239668)  1220pm  Neighbor  (2066755) 

1.00  EastEnders  (2626151)  125  The  Two 

Romes  136341 2 j)  220 For  the  Lore  ol  Ada 
18710674)  320  Gddmaaer  (4527B42}  £90 
The  B41  (8619991)  420  At  Creel  ires  Great  ' 
and  Smao  (5762281 ) 520  Bob's  Fu«  Haw 
(306172315.40  Croesoads  (6776649)  6.05 
EaslEndas  (1480674)  MO  Ever  Decreas- 
ing Crdec  (385184?)  720  Man  About  the 
House  (7742200)  750  Are  You  Bang 
Servetf1  M 768378)  020  Abbot 

[4514276)  9.00  The  Bill  (5708465)  920 The 
CraH  <108501 13)  10l35  The  Best  d Top  ol 
me  Pops  (312228!)  1120  FlUt  The  Fug 
[7665026)  1255am  FUJI:  Blood  of 
Drecute  (50063296)  2.10  Shoppy 

TCC 

620am  Anre  of  Green  Gebteeffkted  to 
Avmta  (36804)  7.0)  Dennis  [he  Menace 
180718)  720  Derm  ihe  Menace  (134851 
& 00  Batman  (58037)  820  Art  ASacfr 
(55378)  920  Fterit  Gordon  (42658)  920 
Bobby  s WorU  (75620)  1020  FtornJaul 
tre  ftemdeet  (87552)  1020  Robinson 
Sucrae  1(884  ?)  1120  Danger  Mouse 
(10620)  1120  Graredate  Ffcgh  (28649 j 
1220  Oscar’s  Orchestra  (59194)  1220pm 
Halfway  Across  the  Gaiety  (86736)  120  By 


Way  ol  me  Slats  (3025?)  120  Sleek  Beauty 
(B5007)  220  Gd  from  Tomorrow  (4303) 
220 Ocean  Odyssey  131 1 3)  320  Art  Attack 
(8610)  320  Rash  Gordon  (8858)  420 
Batman  14466)  42&420  Big  Dteh  (5178) 

NICKELODEON 

620m  KJ*er  Tomatoes  (44397)  620 
Couni  Duduita  (62674)  720  Ftocto 
(8921216)  7.16  Hey  Arnold'  (6863088)  720 
Rugrats  (16639)  8.00  Doug  (18823)  820 
Arihw  (17194)  920  Children’s  BSC  (93754) 
920  ChCdren's  BBC  (44736)  1020 
W mete’s  House  (80026)  1020  Bator 
193718)  1120  Magic  School  Bus  (88736) 
1120  Henry's  CaJAIW  Cwac  Cwac/Leae’s 
Ubrery/Topeey  and  TVnfJimbo  (80465) 
1220  Banarss  In  Pyfanes  (1191(^ 
1220pm  Uffle  Bear  Slones  (48552)  1.00 
Children's  BBC  (92303)  1-30  CMdren's 
BBC  (47823)  220  Of  Sauss  (9561)  230 
Wssytur  (4200)  320  Wishbone  (9026)  320 
Snd*i‘  Around  159451  420  Bruno  the  Kto 
(1552)  420  RugraiS  (7736)  520  SrStof 
Sister  (4571)  520  Moeshe  (4218)  620 
Press  Gang  (1129)  620-720  Doug  (2281) 

PARAMOUNT  COMEDY 

720pm  Entertainment  l)K  (1007)  720 
Roseerme  (B465)  820  Rcsearme  (9705) 
820  Moray  Python  s Flying  Ckcus  (9 262) 
9.00  Cheers  {92200}  920  Taxi  (31216) 
1020  Garry  SherdSng's  9km  (29939) 
1020  Raster  (43277)  1120  Ctffais  and 
Mount's  Mono  Club  (77945)  1 120  Monty 
Python's  Flyrg  Creus  (79910)  1220 
Nunes  (54040)  1220em  Soap  (15663) 
120  Cheers  (89507)  120  Taxi  (10866)  200 
Entertainer*  UK  (58069)  230  Co«ns  and 
Maconie's  Movie  Dub  (37576)  320  Fraser 
(84953)  320420  Gany  Sandtog's  Show 

BRAVO • 

820pm  Robocop  r3892804)  9.00  The 
Burning  Zore  (381266®  1020 Tour  oi  Duty 
(38157S5)  1120  FILM:  StageMgM 
(6213200)  120am  The  Burning  Zona 
(27872321 200  Tour  o)  Duty  (9947601)  S20 
FILM:  Stogeliktot  [20612051  520 

Robocop  (82711 75) 

UK  LIVING 

6.00am  Tmy  Livng  (2S39910)  920 
Gadrags  and  Gtemow  (3358910)  0.15  The 
Goutoo  Eliott  Show  (84 902 IB)  1025  Jerry 
Springer  Uncut  (44&4B42)  1120 The  Young 
and  toe  Restless  (8868571)  11.45  Super 
Fresco  FatxAoelouB  (44245465)  1120  The 
New  Mr  Old  Mre  Show  (12587691 1225pm 


Why  Me7  Real  Lite  Merica)  Stories 
(70578194)  1255  Tempestl  (3163939)  120 
Rrtonda  (9582552)  220  The  Agony  Experi- 
ence (27747361  320  Lire  at  Three 
(49186910)  425  The  Jerry  Springer  Show 
(5230303)  520  Super  Fresco  FabJoetous 
(37788216)  526  Lingo  (84822991)  520 
Lucky  Ladders  (277B552)  6.00 1 Dream  al 
Jeanne  (6844533)  625  The  He*  Is  On 
(3432552 ) 725  Natoadon  UK  (15S4129) 
7.40  Wte‘5  Sony  Now?  165131 29)  825 
Ftoionda  (B8206741  920  FILM:  HoRow 
PoM  (84501026)  1035  Sex  Lite  (39638451 
1125-1220  More  Sat  Lite  (7833281) 

CHALLENGE  TV 

520pm  Prize  Tire  (8573465)  525  Btock- 
butters  (1255620)525  Proa  Tima  (554533) 
520  Speftxxxid  (567533)  620  Pree  Tree 
(19662(9  620  Calctiphfase  (480571)  635 
PnZB  Tune  (189945)  725  Sate  of  the 
Certury  (531939)  720  Prize  Tne  (102216) 
7.40  Gm»  Ua  a Cto  (335842)  210  Prize 
Time  (360303)  220  All  Clued  Up  (477562) 
830  PnzB  Time  (373303)  920  Through  the 
Keyhole  (718007)  225  Pnze  Tme  (162904) 
925  Busman's  HcMay  (603736)  10.00 
Pnae  Time  (277820)  1025  Treasure  Hum 
(161533)  11.05  Prize  Time  (19B9911 1120 
Low  at  Fist  Sqh>  (950939)  1145  Prize 
Tteto  (67256 T)  1220  Sate  ol  toe  Cerflury 
P2224)  1220am  HenioHarl  (43683)  120 
Lou  Gant  (861561  220  Snowy  River  The 
McGregor  Saga  (32408)  320  AH  Togefter 
Now  (84066)  420320  Fall  Guy  (96021) 

ZEE  TV 

720am  Jaagran  720  ZEE  Mamteg  820 
Shri  Knshra  920fctopbi  Fcdk  920 Yaadon 
Ke  Rang  1020  Chalo  Crema  1020 
Kahleshen  1120  Cookery  Ptogramnns' 
ZaRre  Ka  Salar  1120  Hasreudn  1220 
Andaz  1220pm  Sauda  1.00  Tarn)  FTUfc 
Pakkadal  Parmtvendu  420  TEE  Zone 
Resents  4.10  Kam&aJ  Kombraitoi  4.45 
Saanp  Seed  5.15  Yang  Boa  820  Be&gi 
Ke  Pg  620  ZS  and  You  720  BBCD  720 
Astfaft  820  News  end  Euronew?  825 
Pararpara  825-1220  Hd  Slat  Season 
FlLlt  Agar  Turn  lie  Note 

MTV 

The  24  hour  music  channaL  Inctedes 
mn.  re-news,  hr  concal  borage,  net- 
views  and  the  latest  music  video  ctoarto 


VH-1 


The  video  Mb  chameL  Oassx:  rock  and 
pop  vfctew  and  toe  beet  new  sands 
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CRICKET  41 

Rebels  committed  to 
revive  Sussex  after 
flood  of  departures 


SPORT 


ATHLETICS  45 

Australia’s  girl  from 
flying  circus  takes 
act  on  world  stage 
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FRIDAY  MARCH  7 1997 


Novices  of  the  autumn  spring  into  action  with  exhilarating  demolition  of  Porto 


United  confound  Euro-sceptics 


By  Rob  Hughes 

FOOTBALL  CORRESPONDENT 


UNLESS  your  name  is 
Hilario.  and  you  were  deluged 
by  goals  on  Wednesday,  or 
unless  you  were  one  of  3,000 
PC  Porto  fans  soaked  morn- 
ing, noon  and  night  by  rain- 
fall. then  you  had  to  draw 
pleasure  from  the  command 
performance  laid  on  by 
Manchester  United  in  beating 
their  Portuguese  opponents 
4-0  in  the  first  leg  of  the 
European  Cup  quarter-finals. 

United  is  already  a brand 
name  on  every  continent,  and 
the  vivacity,  the  confidence, 
the  style  with  which  the  vic- 
tory was  completed  would  be 
bound  to  increase  the  respect, 
and  therefore  the  value,  of 
Manchester  United  wherever 
football  is  the  lingua  franca. 

One  simple  litmus  test:  on 
the  London  Stock  Exchange 
United's  share  value  rose  yes- 
terday by  E10  million,  to  more 
than  £430  million.  But  why 
sully  art  with  money?  The 
adrenalin  of  the  match 
carried  all  who  saw  it  as  if  on 
some  runaway  stallion. 

Seeing  Ryan  Giggs  repro- 
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By  Our  Sports  Staff 


O’Neill  faces  FA  rap  ... 

Copybook  Carbone 

Lynne  Truss 


duce  his  thoroughbred  skills, 
his  outrageous  speed  of  con- 
trol. reminded  us  that  he  was 
raised  with  genuine  world- 
class  talent  Seeing  Eric 
Cantona,  imperious  once 
more,  using  die  field  for  his 
imaginative  brush  strokes, 
simply  demanded  applause. 

And  what  of  David  May? 
One  month  after  a hernia 
operation,  he  seemed  to 
become  Steve  Bruce;  hitherto  a 


pretender  but  now  competing 
for  every  ball,  appearing  com- 


for  every  ball,  appearing  com- 
posed under  pressure,  reading 
the  game,  and  even  advancing 
to  start  the  scoring  rolling. 

“When  you  manage  this 
club,  there  are  experiences 
that  can  take  your  breath 
away."  Alex  Ferguson,  the 
United  manager,  had  said  in 
October.  Between  then  and 
now  his  team  had  surrendered 
five  and  six  goals  to  Newcastle 
United  and  Southampton  re- 
spectively. had  looked  like 
novices  in  Europe,  and  yet  had 
matured  into  the  prospective 
champions  of  the  continent. 

Complacency,  of  course, 
would  burst  the  bubble.  Even 
if  United  finish  off  Porto  in  the 
away  leg,  they  would  be 
unlikely  to  meet  a goalkeeper 


Lighting  up  Europe:  Manchester  United  supporters  revel  In  die  aura  of  supremacy  that  enabled  Old  Trafford  to  fulfil  hs  “Theatre  of  Dreams"  tag  on  Wednesday  night 


so  fallible  as  young  Hilario. 
Rather,  they  could  expect  a 
rumultoous  challenge  in  the 
semi-final  from  Borussia 
Dortmund,  first-leg  con- 
querors of  Auxerre  on  Wed- 
nesday. and  then,  perhaps,  a 
final  in  Munich  in  May 
against  Juventus.  undoubted- 
ly the  most  impressive  club 
side  in  the  world. 

The  statistics  do  not  com- 
pare with  the  sensation  of  the 
performance,  nor  the  com- 
pleteness of  United’s  concen- 
tration and  teamwork. 
However,  it  is  instructive  to 
note  that,  on  Wednesday, 
Manchester  United  had  nine 
of  their  13  shots  on  goal  on 
target  This  ratio  is  the  com- 


plete opposite  to  last  October, 
when  United  Med  to  score 
against  Juventus;  Med  to  test 
the  goalkeeper  wadi  ten  of 
their  14  attempts. 

The  differences  are  obvious. 
Juventus  are  a more  gifted 
team  by  far  than  Porto. 
Juventus  pressurise  oppo- 
nents, and  Manchester  Uni- 
ted. forever  chasing  the  game, 
forced  to  compete  at  a pace 
beyond  them,  snatched  at 
opportunities,  whereas  on 
Wednesday,  in  a more  com- 
posed state,  they  could  strike 
home  their  dianoes. 

"We've  shown  the  rest  of 
Europe  we  are  not  pushovers 
any  more,”  May  said  amid  the 
intoxication  of  the  post-match 


euphoria.  He  should  be 
directed  towards  the  histoiy  of 
United*  past  against  Portu- 
guese dubs. 

' In  1964,  United  had  beaten 
Sporting  Lisbon  4-1  at  home  in 
the  Cup  Winners’  Cup,  and 
went  out  5-0  in  the  return  leg. 
In  1978,  against  Porto,  a 
5-2  United  victory  at  Old 
Trafford  meant  nothing 
because  they  had  already  suc- 
cumbed 40  in  the  northern 
Portuguese  city. 

So,  Ferguson’s  cautionary 
work  is  done  for  him.  On 
Wednesday,  allowing  the  per- 
formance to  speak  volumes, 
the  manager  nevertheless, 
characteristically  warned  “I 
will  take  nothing  for  granted 


...  though  that  was  a hell  of  a 
performance." 

Ferguson*  own  work  this 
season  has  also  been  extraor- 
dinary. After  the  dark  month 
of  November,  when  it  really 
did  seem  that  his  team  was 
exposed,  he  spoke  again  and 
again  of  “the  good  ability, 
good  temperament,  good  ath- 
leticism” in  his  team. 

To  restore  belief  in  each  of 
his  players,  who  at  times  had 
seemed  bewildered  and  lost, 
must  have  taken  psychological 
management  bordering  on 
brainwashing.  For  that  alone, 
Ferguson  may  earn  the  title 
manager  of  the  season. 

He  keeps  on  doing  it,  keeps 
on  breathing  into  his  football 


teams  an  edge  that  has  an 
element  of  arrogance.  But 
when  athletes  reach  the 
heights  of  Wednesday,  that 
sheer  effrontery,  allied  to  the 
work  ethic,  is  surely  ac- 
ceptable. 

There  were  other,  cold  sta- 
tistics from  the  bold  victory  on 
Wednesday.  Manchester  Uni- 
ted had  less  of  the  ball  over  90 
minutes.  They  never  once  ran 
offside,  and  Porto,  who  came 
to  the  match  unbeaten  after  six 
outings  in  the  Champions' 
League,  could  not  fashion  a 
solitary  shot  on  Peter 
Schmeichel’s  goal. 

Nothing  else  in  Europe  was 
so  sweeping  or  so  one-sided. 
Dortmund  beat  Auxerre  3-1, 


though  the  French  were  un- 
lucky to  have  a goal  disal- 
lowed. Ajax,  thanks  to  Patrick 
Klmvert,  drew  at  home  to 
Atletico  Madrid,  but  Kluivert 
is  out  of  he  second  leg,  having 
accured  two  yellow  cards. 
Juventus,  doing  just  enough, 
in  die  Italian  manner,  allowed 
Rosenborg  to  score  first  in 
Norway,  and,  two  minutes 
later,  equalised  through 
Christian  Vied. 

The  competition  is  taking 
shape:  Juventus  remain  the 
champions  to  beat,  but  sud- 
denly the  name  of  Manchester 
United  draws  extra  respect, 
and  — in  this  era  — extra 
income  to  perpetuate  their 
business. 


CHELSEA  have  signed  PSuk 
Parker,  the  formed: 
Manchester  United  and  Eng^; 
land  full  bade,  until  the  end  of- 
the  season  as  defensive  cover  J-; 
Parker,  32.  was  a free  agent: 
having  arrived  in  Britain  this' 
week  from  Hang  Kong.  He: 
has  .also  played  for  Derby. 
County  this  season.  " . V ‘ 5 " 

Chelsea  complete  a hat-trick" 
of  West  London  dubs  foe  the.; 
experienced  defender,  who.: 
started  his  career  with  Fuhp 
ham  and  then  moved to.  - 
Queens  Park  Rangers.  #- 

As  Ruud  Gullit,  the  player-.- 
manager,  Michael  Dubecrjr 
and  Eriand  Johnsen  are  aflV 
injured,  Chelsea  were  keen  to’: 
strengthen  their  squad  hdofe;- 
the  transfer  deadline  later  tins: 
month. 

Newcastle  United,  : wtoi 
have  operated  without  a r£: 
serve  side  this  season.  wOE 
have  four  teams  representing:; 
them  next  season.  Kevio.- 
Keegan,  the  former  manager^ 
controversially  .pulled; 
Newcastle  out  of  the 
Central  League  at  the  start  of: 
the  season,  leaving  United 
without  any  competitive,  fool- , 
ball  for  players  not  on  first- 
team  duty.  . .... 

Kenny  Dalglish,  the  manag- 
er, who  has  appointed  Alan 
Irvine,  the  former  Blackburn 
Rovers  coach,  to  his  coaching 
staff,  has  now  indicated  he 
intends  to  have  a reserve  side  ~T 
next  season,  plus  a team  in  flic 
Northern  Alliance  and  a ju- 
nior XI. 

“I  want  to  put  us  on  a firm 
footing,  which  means  playing 
at  all  levels  to  make  certain  tiie 
best  young  players  come  here 
and  stay  here,"  he  said.  “We 
will  establish  a reserve  side' 
next  season  and  have  also 
applied  for  membership  of  the . 
Northern  Alliance  to  help  the 
juniors  step  up." 

Reading  have  parted  com-  . 
pany  with  Bobby  Mihaylov,  l 
tiie  Bulgaria  goalkeeper,  six 
months  before  his  contract 
was  due  to  end.  The  34-year- .. 
old.  who  would  have  been 
eligible  for  a free  transfer  in 
the  summer,  has  been  trqu-.. 
bled  by  injuries  throughout 
his  18  months  at  Elm  Park  and 
restricted  to  only  28 
appearances. 

Steve  Gritt,  tiie  manager  of 
Brighton  and  Hove  Albion, 
the  bottom  dub  in  the  Nation- 
wide League,  has  won  the 
February  third  division  man- 
ager-of-the-month  award.  ,j 
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Ashes  optimism  from  England 


By  Simon  Wilde 


ENGLAND’S  cricketers  final- 
ly reached  home  yesterday  at 
the  end  of  their  14-week  tour  of 
Zimbabwe  and  New  Zealand. 
They  arrived  at  Heathrow 
after  a gruelling  28-hour  flight 
from  Wellington,  which  in- 
volved three  changes  of  plane 
as  they  travelled  via  Auckland 
and  Los  Angeles,  but  were  in 
good  spirits  after  their  Test 
wins  in  New  Zealand  and 
were  looking  forward  to  the 
challenge  of  meeting  Australia 
this  summer. 

“Australia  are  the  best  team 
in  the  world  and  we  shall  have 
to  be  at  our  maximum  when 
we  play  them,  but  we  shall 
prepare  well  and  are  looking 
forward  to  it."  David  Lloyd, 


the  coach,  said.  “As  for  this 
tour,  it  has  been  terrific  and 
we  thoroughly  enjoyed  it.  It* 
good  to  be  home  and  prepara- 
tions for  the  Aussies  start 
now.”  The  first  Texaco  Trophy 
match  is  on  May  22. 

Michael  Atherton,  who  is 
certain  to  be  retained  as 
captain,  was  equally  upbeat 
“We’ve  got  a good  set  of 
players,"  he  said.  “There  were 
very  few  problem  areas  on  this 
tour  and  I felt  that  a lot  of  the 
players  enhanced  their  ca- 
reers. We  should  start  the 
summer  with  players  who 
have  been  in  back-to-back 
Test-match  wins. 

“In  the  Test  matches  this 
winter  I felt  we  played  pretty 
consistently.  We  won  two  out 
of  five  and  lost  none.  Our  one- 


day  form  was  poorer  than  that 
but  the  main  emphasis  of  the 
cricket  was  Test  matches  with 
the  squad  that  we  took  away." 

He  had  no  regrets  about  the 
length  of  the  tour.  "Three  and 
a half  months  is  a long  time  to 
be  away.  But  that  is  the  nature 
of  tour  itineraries  these  days." 

Mike  Breariey,  England’s 
most  successful  Test  captain 
against  Australia,  will  again 
be  available  to  the  national 
team  In  a consultative  capacity 
this  summer,  helping  players 
with  problems  that  they  may 
feel  unable  to  discuss  with  the 
team  management. 

Breariey  led  England  to 
three  series  wins  over  Austra- 
lia between  1977  and  1981,  and 
after  he  stopped  playing  in 
1983  became  a psychoanalyst. 


Breariey*  success  as  a cap- 
tain was  based  on  a phenome- 
na] memory  for  the  strengths 
and  weaknesses  of  players 
and  he  was  famously 
described  by  one  opponent, 
Rodney  Hogg,  as  having  “a 
degree  in  people".  He  has 
never  been  available  to  Eng- 
land in  a full-time  advisory 
role  but  has  assisted  players 
on  a casual  basis.  - 
□ West  Indies  were  69. for  one 
at  lunch  against  India  on  the 
opening  day  of  tiie  first  Test  at 
Sabina  Park  in  Kingston,  Ja- 
maica. Sherwin  Campbell  was 
unbeaten  on  33  while 
Shivnarine  Chanderpaul  was 
three  not  oul  Stuart  Williams 
fell  for  23,  bowled  by  Abey 
Kuru villa,  who  was  making 
his  Test  debut. 
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Car  trouble  forces  Hill  to  take  a back  seat 


ACROSS 

4 Monastic  head  (5) 

7 What  those  in  trouble  gel 
into  (3,5) 

8 Cut  into  cubes  (4) 

9 Dismiss  as  unimportant 
(53) 

10  Disrupt  (speaker)  (6) 

13  Container  for  boiling  (6) 

14  Importance:  brief  time  (6) 

15  Recording-room  (6) 

18  Give  confidence;  confirm 
(8) 

19  Fizzy  water  (4) 

20  Anglican  afternoon  service 
(8) 

21  Passenger  ship  (5) 


DOWN 

1 Prosper  (6) 

2 Thin  irregular  line;  run  fast 
(6) 

3 Prolonged  trouble  (slang)  (6) 

4 Reasoned /heated  debate  (8) 

5 Obsessed  (8) 

6 A sweet  a nothing  (6) 

11  Coordinated  coarse  of  ac- 
tion (8) 

12  Sir  Edwin — . animal  paint- 
er ($) 

14  'Tidbit  (6) 

15  Lawrence -%5Jumdy  author 
(6) 

16  Outcome  (6) 

17  Deep  blue  colour,  dye  (6) 


From  Oliver  Holt 
in  MELBOURNE 


The  solution  to  1034  will  be  published  Wednesday.  March  12 
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THE  troubles  surrounding 
Damon  Hill's  move  to  TWR 
Arrows  look  like  continuing 
right  up  to  the  eve  of  the 
opening  grand  prix  race  of 
the  Formula  One  season  here 
on  Sunday.  The  seal  of  his 
new  car  went  missing 
yesterday. 

Members  of  the  team 
worked  late  into  the  night  to 
by  to  make  a new  seat  for  the 
world  champion  in  case  the 
original  fitting  did  not  arrive 
on_  the  final  shipment  of 
freight  before  today's  opening 
practice  sessions  for  the  Aus- 
tralian Grand  Prix. 

The  problems  he  has  faced 
come  In  stark  contrast  to  the 
efficiency  he  grew  used  to  at 
Williams,  and  the  latest  glitch 
came  in  the  wake  of  a series  of 
teething  troubles  that  began 
in  January  when  Hill’s  first 
outing  in  the  Arrows-Yamaha 
was  delayed  so  long  on  the 


appointed  day  that  HOI  had  to 
take  to  the  track  at  Silverstone 
in  the  dark. 

This  testing  programme 
was  severely  disrupted  by  a 
series  of  mechanical  problems 
and  last  week,  at  the  final  test 


before  he  flew  here,  the  front 
wing  fell  off  his  car  as  he 
ended  his  first  lap  at 
SO  version  e.  That  mishap  ap- 
parently prompted  Hill  to 
relay  his  dismay  to  the  team 
owner,  Tom  WaHrinshaw. 


Last  night  HOI*  manager. 
Michael  Breen,  said  the  team 
was  optimistic  the  seat  would 
arrive  before  this  morning’s 
first  practice  session  began  at 
llam.  It  is  thought  to  be 
among  a shipment  organised 
by  the  Formula  One  Con- 
structors Association  and  out 
of  the  control  of  Arrows.  If  the 
seat  does  not  turn  up,  HOI  will 
practise  in  a temporary  mould 
before  the  correct  seat  is  fitted 
for  the  qualifying  session 
tomorrow. 

Even  if  the  seat  problem  is 
resolved,  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
first  race  of  the  season  will  be 
a happy  one  for  the  English- 
man. He  is  unlikely  to  qualify 
higher  than  tenth  on  the  grid 
and  if  he  is  fortunate  enough 
to  finish  the  race,  it  is  likely  he 

wifi  be  a tong,  long  way 
behind  his  former  Williams 
team-mate,  Jacques  VQle- 
neuve.  the  favourite  to  win  the 
world  title  this  year. 


Hm  faces  the  cameras  during  a pause  in  practice  yesterday 


Rivals  at  peace,  page  43 
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